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SECTION I. 


General Obſervations on Lues Venerea. 


IHE Lues Venerea, Syphilis, or Ve- 
1 nereal Diſeaſe, was firſt deſcribed 
with accuracy by the authors who flou- 
riſhed about the end of the fifteenth cen- 
ovoid." e 


with them. 


culiar to one ſet of people, or confined to 
one hemiſphere of the globe; but many 


that it was well known in the old conti- | 


a great length of diſcuſſion; and being 


. General Obſervations SIE Ch. I V. 


tury. This induced many to imagine 


that it was not previouſly known in Eu- 


rope; and Columbus, with his followers, 
having about this period returned from 
their firſt expedition to the Weſt Indies, 
it has, in conſequence thereof, been ſup- 
poſed that they brought this diſeale along 


That the venereal ait wk be met 
with by Columbus when he firſt landed 
in Hiſpamola, I will not diſpute. Like 
many other diſeaſes, it might not be pe- 


arguments might. be adduced to ſhow 


nent, and that it prevailed among the 
Jews, Greeks, and Romans, and their de- 
ſcendants, long before the diſcovery of 
America, This would lead, however, to 


more a matter of curioſity than of real 

utility, I ſhall not enter farther upon it at 

preſent. 

Varicus definitions have been given hy 

Noſologiſts of Lues Venerea, but the ſymp- 
toms 


5 1 . 
; ; i - 
Sect. I. 3 


toms of the diſeaſe are fo numerous, and 
the appearances which it aſſumes are ſo 
complic ated, that no d efinition ſufficient- 
ly comprehenfive and accurate, can be 
| given of it. In ſome inſtances It appears 
in a particular ſpot only, and continues 
apparently local for a great length of 
time; While in a great proportion of caſes 
it ſoon contaminates the whole ſyſtem, 
producing a greater variety of ſymptoms 
than perhaps any other diſeaſe with which 
we are acquainted. 

* HIER Opinions have Seed on 
be ona bas 6 it is now "certain 
that it can be produced in no other way 
than by the direct application of the mat- 
ter of contagion to the ſurface of the 
body; or by paſſing, as other hereditary 
diſeaſes do, from parents to their children. = 
The virus cannot be carried, as was once 
imagined, from one perſon to another by 
the atmoſphere, but it may be applied in 
various ways ſo as to communicate the 
diſcaſe. | 

l 
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J. In 4. great proportion of caſes the 
diſeaſe 1s given by one perſon to ano- 
ther in coition. The venereal matter 
reſting upon one or more points, excites 
ſmall inflammatory pimples termed Chan- 
cres, from which it is carried by the ab- 
ſorbents into the ſyſtem, for the moſt part 
producing, in its way, obſtruction and 
ſwelling in the _ contiguous | lymphatic 
glands ; : and thus forming buboes 1 in the 
ein. 


2. It is frequently given by a diſeaſed 
child to a nurſe, in which caſe the nipples 
firſt become ſore, and the matter, as it 
Paſſes into the circulation, excites ell 
ings in the glands of the axilla. | 


3. An infected nurſe can 1 ſcarcely give 
ſuck without communicating the diſeaſe 
ro the child. When this happens from 
venereal ſores on the nipples, ſores of a 
fimilar nature form on the lips of the 
child, and the matter from thence is ta- 

ken up by the abſorbents. But a child 
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may allo: be infected ——_ by: focking 
the milk of a diſeaſed woman. In this 
caſe, the diſeaſe does not always appeat 
at firſt about the mouth of the child: 

proceeds more readily to contaminate 7 
ſyſtem than to produce any local effects. 
Many indeed allege, that the diſeaſe can- 
not be communicated in this manner, and 
are of opinion that a child cannot be in- 


fected merely by the milk of a nurſe; I 


am convinced, however, from a variety 
of facts, that the opinion I have adopted | 


is well founded ; but we ſhall have oc- 


caſion to conſider it more particularly 
hereafter; 


4. The fœtus may alſo be infected as it 
paſſes from the uterus by the matter of 


venereal ſores in the pudendum of the 


mother. Of this I have met with many 


inſtances. In ſuch caſes, one or more 


ſores firſt appear in particular parts, from 
whence the matter is carried by the ab- 


ſorbents into the ſyſtem. | 
B 7 [4 
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S. T have known different inſtanees of 
the diſeaſe being given to mid wives in 
delivering Woffien with venereal forex 
about the * 1 


in whatever manner the matter of 
Lues Veneres is applied to a wound, ot 
to an inflamed or uleerated ſurface, the 
difeaſe will, in a great proportion of caſes, 
be produced. Surgeons, in drefling  ve- 
nereal ſores, are ſometimes infected in 
this way; and the diſeaſe has been com- 


municated by performing the operation 


of blood-letting with a lancet that had 
previouſly opened a bubo. 


7. Although we find in moſt inſtances 


of this diſeaſe, either that the matter has 
been directly applied to a wound or an 
ulcer, or that by its own acrimony it had 
induced both inflammation and ſuppura- 


tion before abſorption took place, yet 
caſes ſometimes occur in which this 1s 


not diſcovered, and where the matter is 
abſorbed while both the cutis and cuticle 


remain entire, This. will moſt readily 


happen 
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happen where che cut icle is thin, as is the 
caſe in the glans penis and lips. Hence 


the ſyſtem has, in different inſtances, been 


infected by matter left upon che lips in | 


kiſſing, and in drinking out of a cup 


recently uſed by an infected perſon, and 
in ſome of theſe ne ny ulceration 
_ induced. 

This mode af e venereal iufec⸗ F 


tion is not frequent, but as in various in- 


ſtances I have met with it, while the poſ- 


ſibility of its exiſtence is denied by many, 


[ thought it right to mention it, in order 
to prevent thoſe miſtakes, and that mil- 
chief m practice which might ariſe from 


the prevalence of ſuch an opinion. 


So readily does the venereal poiſon e en- 
ter the ſyſtem, that it can ſcarcely be 


applied to any part of | the | ſurface of 


the body but with much hazard. For 


the reaſons that I have mentioned, abſorp- 


tion will occur with more certainty in 
ſome parts than in others; but I know, 
from various facts, that ſcarcely any part 


of the kin 1 is too thick to e. it, par- 
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ticularly if the parts have been rendered 
tender or irritable, either: by inflamma- 
tion or any other cauſe. Nay it ſome- 
times happens where nothing of this kind 
is perceived, In two inftances buboes. 
occurred in the axilla, and the patients 
were poxed by the matter of venereal 
ſores being applied to the fingers where 
the ſkin was ſound ; and in another, the 


diſeaſe was communicated by the patient's 


wearing the ſame breeches which he had 
uſed about three months before, when 
labouring under extenſive venereal ſores 
of the penis and ſcrotum, but of which he 
had been entirely cured. He knew that 
ſome of the matter had occaſionally drop- 
ped upon the breeches, but this did not 
occur to him till the diſeaſe appeared 
about the time I have mentioned, in the 
form of a large ulcer on the upper part 
of the penis „and without even the poſſi- 
bility of his having received _ * 


in any other manner. 


It is ſomewhat remarkable aa 8 Ve- 
nereal virus ſhould ſo readily enter the 


ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem * applied t to any part of the 


ſurface, of the body, when, We * from 5 
a variety, of facts, that the abſorbents of 
_-_ ſtomach anglointeſtines;do not receive 
The matter of venereal. ſores when 
dme with water uſed for waſhing them, 


has, in various inſtances, been {ſwallowed 


by miſtake; but we have no 9 Anſtagag of 


pox being ꝓroduced by it. ũ 


In whatever way the matter of Syphilis 2 


is applied to the abſorbents, when it has 


once entered the ſyſtem the effects which 


SW reſult from it are nearly the ſame; but at 


preſent, I mean, in*a great math to 
confine the deſcription of the diſeaſe to 
its riſe and progreſs in the moſt ordinary 
form of it, where the infection is com- 
municated by one ont to another in 
the act of coition. | | 
The plan which Ir mean to purſue i 18, in 
the firſt place, to give an account of the 
different ſymptoms of Lues Venerea in the 


order in which they commonly appear; 


and as our being able to aſcertain the ap- 


Rarance of every ſymptom with preciſion 
is 


=_ General Obſervations 


is an object of the firſt importance, I ſhall 


give a deſcription of each under a diſtinct 
head, and at the fame time ſhall point out 


ſach circumſtances as moW clearly ſerve 
to diſtinguiſh it from other affections to 
which it bears a reſemblance. 


2. I ſhall offer a few obſervations on 
the nature of the venereal poiſon. 0 


3. An account of the different remedies 
uſed in Lues Venerea, particularly of mer- 
cury, and its — 


4. 1 mall treat off the employinent' of 


theſe remedies in the different ſymptoms 


of the diſeaſe. 


F. Of Lues Venerea, as it — in 
new-born infants. | 


. Or Wm pebtttaritdet of form under 
Which this diſeaſe has appeared i in Scot- 
land and 3 in Canada. 
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N 1 mean next to treat of 1 
or l means Mo e ee en 5 
wy To eel how far. n Veiletewl is 

ever productive of other diſeaſes; and, 


9. In an appendix to give formulæ of 
the medicines enumerated 1 in the en 
_ of the works: 5 


SECTION II. 
of the Symptoms of Lues Venerea. 
3 $ Ts Gener al Ober vat ions. 


"HE venereal diſeaſe appears, as I 
L have already obſerved, in a great 
variety of forms. For tha; moſt part 
it occurs locally at firſt upon ſome part 
of the ſurface of the body, uſually up- 


ON 
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on the genitals; from whence it proceeds, 
and commonly with ſome regularity, to 
affect every part of the ſyſtem. In others, 
the firſt ſymptoms which take place in- 
dicates an affection of the conſtitution, 
and the diſeaſe inſtead of appearing upon 
the ſurface of the body, affects either the 
throat, bones, or tendons. ert A1 
When Lues Venerea is not mee 
in its progreſs by the uſe of mercury or 
other remed ies, the following is the order 
in which the ſymptoms commonly ap- 
pear: In a great proportion of caſes chan- 
cre is the firſt ſymptom; to this ſucceed i 
buboes; ulcers and inflammation in the E 
throat; ulcers in the mouth, and noſe ; ; | 
eruptions, or blotches, on the ſurface of 
the body; ulcers in different parts; nodes, 
and ſwellings in the perioſteum, bones, 
and tendons; excreſcences about the anus; 
ſwellings of the teſtes; loſs of hair from 
all parts of the body; blindneſs; loſs of 
hearing, and other anomalous ſymptoms. 
In this order 1 _ proceed to treat of 
them. | 
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Of Cbancres. 
THE firſt effect that uſually reſults from 
the application of Syhpilitic matter to the 
ſurface of the body, is a ſlight degree of 


inflammation. The part becomes itchy, 


red, and in ſome degree painful; and na- 


ture endeavouring to waſh away the irri- 
tating cauſe, a quantity of ſerum is thrown 


out: under the cuticle, in the form of a 


{mall boil or pimple. This ſoon burſts, 
and leaves a ſore of a correſponding ſize, 


' foul and ſloughy at the bottom, with hard 


retorted edges, and which, from the cor- 


roding appearance which it aſſümes, has 


by the French been denominated n | 


a term which we have alſo adopted. 


Chancres do not appear at any certain 
period after the application of the virus. 


I have known them form in leſs than 
twenty-four hours, while in others ſix 


Weeks 
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weeks have elapſed. Three or four days 
is the moſt frequent period. 

The patient at firſt feels a ſenſe of titu- 
lation over all the glans, and this is often 
productive of a frequent deſire to void 
urine. On examining the parts ſome de- 
gree of tenderneſs is often perceived over 


the whole, but the chancre itſelf is ſeldom 


at firſt larger than a millet ſeed, or the 
head of a middle ſized pin. [4 

The cauſe of chancres appearing at ch 
different periods after the matter of in- 
fection has been communicated, is not al- 
ways obvious; but we may ſuppoſe it to 
depend in ſome degree upon the acrimony 
of the matter, and this again may proceed 
from the matter being more or leſs dilu- 
ted with ſerum, mucus, or pus. It may 
alſo in ſome meaſure depend upon the 
ſtate of the parts to which the matter is 


applied. As theſe are more or leſs irri- 


table, inflammation will more or leſs rea- 


dily take place from the application of 


the virus; and where the parts to which 
it 1s applied cannot be writated, and where 
inflammation 
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idsreastbs ie is not therefore produced, 
no chancres will enſue. 
Chancres appear occaſionally over all 
the external. parts of generation, and in 
ſome [inſtances even on the contiguous 
parts. I have known them form over the 


whole ſcrotum; on all parts of the penis, 


and even on the lower region of the abdo- 


men, immediately above the pubes. They 


may indeed form on all the ſoft parts of 
the body, but they are moſt frequently 
ſeated on the glans penis, and on the pre- 
putium, Near to its connection with the 
glans ; the former being covered with cu- 
ticle only, and the latter being a thin pro- 


duction of the cutis vera, both are eafily 


made to inflame. We allo remark that 
chancres are frequent about the frenum 
penis, from the doublings of the ſkin be- 
ing here particularly apt to retain the 
matter by which they are produced, In 


ſome inſtances they form on the very 


point of the glans, and even altogether 
within the verge of the urethra. Here, 
as well as when near to the frenum, they 

prove 
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prove always more troubleſome, and more 


difficult of cure, than i in other Parts of che 


* x 


_ | 
In ſome caſes there is only one chancre, 


but for the moſt part we meet with two, 


three, or even more; nay, in ſome inſtances F 
they cover almoſt the whole prepuce. In 


this caſe, when they run into one another, 


none of them are diſtin, and the whole, 


when thus connected, give the appearance 
of a foul ulcer with hard edges, an une- 


qual ſurface, and diſcharging : a fœtid ill 


conditioned matter. 


The colour, quantity, and inden 
of the matter of chancres is exceedingly 
variable. It is uſually of a dirty green 
colour, and often tinged with red, the 
confiſtence thin, and the quantity large in 
proportion to the ſize of the ſores. This 
laſt circumſtance may be owing to the 
contiguous parts being apt to inflame, and 
although not ulcerated, to afford matter 


which we cannot eaſily diſcriminate from 
pre diſcharge * the chancres. | 1 


\Y 


J X 


In a grit proportion of caſes the ap- 
pearances of chancre are ſo nearly the 
ſame, that no perſon of experience can re- 
main in doubt concerning them; but, as 
they ſometimes vary in ſize, form, and 
other circumſtances, ſome diſcernment is 
occafionally required to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween them and ſores of a different kind. 


he diagnoſis of chancres is indeed a point 
of much importance in practice. We are 


apt to conclude that every ſore upon the 
genitals is venereal, a circumſtance from | 
which many have been ſubjected to much 
inconvenience and diſtreſs. Mercury is 
commonly preſcribed, but where the caſe 
is not venereal no advantage is derived 


from it; and the patient, after a tedious 


and painful confinement, finds the ſores in 
no better ſtate than at firſt. In all ſuch 
affections we ſhould recollect, that the pe- 
nis and contiguous parts are liable to ex- 
coriations, pimples, and other eruptive 


complaints, equally with the reſt of the 


body; nor ſhould we too raſhly ſuppoſe, 
as is frequently. done, that all ſuch ap- 
Mot. II. e pearances 


V- - — Q * IF 22 
er « * : | 6 2 r. 
E —— wr N e Ü r 
— 2 —— * — 66 a 2 — 


18 . the Symptoms | Ar. IV. 


pearances are venereal. We cannot often, 


indeed, remain long in doubt upon this 


point, for chancres are, in moſt inſtances, 
as I have already obſerved, very diſtinct- 


ly marked ; but where they appear in a 


doubtful Rd, and eſpecially if the pa- 
tient has been liable to eruptions ſimilar 


in appearance, and where no venereal taint 
could be ſuſpected, ſome time ſhould be 
allowed to paſs before any decifive opi- 

nion is given. Sores in this ſituation that 
are not venereal uſually heal in the courſe 


of a ſhort time, merely by being kept 
clean, while thoſe that are venereal gra- 
dually become worle, if mercury be not 


employed, or if they are not dreſſed with 


eſcharrotics or aſtringents. In all ſuch 


circumſtances no remedy ſhould be given 


that can either promote or retard the 
cure of the ſores, till we are enabled by 
farther 3 to aſcertain of what 
nature they really are. 

We are moſt apt to doubt of the 1 nature 
of theſe ſores, when, inſtead of being ſmall 


| and circumſcribed, they ſpread and occu- 


PY 
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py: more ſpace than chancres uſually do. 
A real chancre is ſeldom fo large at firſt 
as the baſe of a ſplit-pea ; ; the edges of 
the ſore are elevated, ſomewhat hard, and 
painful ; but. although this is very com- 
monly the caſe, yet, in a few inſtances, 
it is ſo much otherwiſe, that inſtead of a 
ſmall circumſcribed ſore, we meet with a 
flight ſuperficial ulceration, not attended 
either with pain or hardneſs, and which, 
by the conſequences that enſue, we find 
to be venereal. In all ſuch caſes certain- 
ty will be obtained from time and obſer- 
vation, and in no other manner. Nor can 
any harm enſue from a ſhort delay; for 
while this will commonly determine the 
queſtion, the ſame courſe of treatment will 
afterwards prove effectual which would 
have done ſo at firſt ; and in this manner 
ſores may often be cured in the courſe of 
a few days, in which, if a courſe of mer- 
cury had once been entered upon, con- 
finement for ſeveral weeks would have 
been r neceſſary. EK: 

| 7:03 Beſides 
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Beſides the varieties of chancre which 
I have mentioned, there is another, which 
it is proper to notice. Inſtead of appear- 
ing in the form of ſmall: circumſcribed 
pimples, or ſuperficial ſores, ſuch as I have 
deſcribed, they become ſuddenly elevated 
into extenfive veſications: In theſe, a thin, 
clear lymph is ſometimes contained; but 
more frequently the lymph is tinged with 
blood. The livid appearance with which 
this is accompanied gives at firſt cauſe to 
ſuſpect that mortification may. enſue, and 
accordingly chancres of this deſcription 
have uſually been judged to be of a more 
dangerous nature than others. I have not 
found, however, that this is the caſe: 
Their colour ſeems to depend entirely on 
the quantity of blood mixed with the ſe- 
rum which they contain; and on their 
contents being diſcharged, and the cuticle 
removed, the parts beneath have the ap- 
pearance of a clean, excoriated ſurface, 
without being affected in — other man- 
ner. | 
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When chancres - are properly: treated 
Grank the firſt, they commonly aſſume a 
healing appearance. in the courſe; of a few 
days; but in fome inſtances, owing to ne- 


glect, in others to ſome peculiarity of con- 


ſtitution, and perhaps occaſionally to the 
matter of infection having been particu- 


larly virulent, inſtead of becoming clean, 


and 'of a red, healthy complexion, and 


which they always do before a cure takes 


place, they become daily more foul, and at 
the ſame time more extenſive, and if their 
progreſs be not ſtopped by a judicious ex- 


ternal treatment, combined with a proper 
courſe of mercury, they proceed to form 


ſores of a very conſiderable magnitude. 


The danger from theſe; when ſeated in 
the preputium, is inconſiderable; but in 


the glans, this variety of chancre is apt 
to go to ſuch a depth as to prove very 
alarming. The danger is ſometimes great 


trom the hemorrhages with which they 


are accompanied, and we are oftenaſtoniſh- 


edi at the rapid progreſs of the ſores. In 


pad inſtances they extend ſo quickly as 
WI - | to 
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to defiroy a great part of the penis in che 
courſe of a few days. 1 1270 
This quick progreſs, which chanoris:i in 


ſome inſtances make, is, for the moſt part, 


ſuppoſed to depend upon ſome peculiarity 
in the conſtitution of the patient; for, in 
general, chancres remain circumſcribed, 
and nearly ſtationary, for a great part of 
their duration. But I have reaſon to 
think, that in ſome inſtances it proceeds 


from the nature of 33 matter by which 


they are produced: I conclude that it 
is ſo from chancres of this deſcription 
being much more frequent at particu- - 
lar times than at others, and from ob- 
ſerving them at the ſame time in dif- 
ferent people receiving the infection from 
the ſame woman. About two years ago, 
I met with more inſtances of this phaga- 
denic chancre in the ſpace of three or 
four months than J had ſeen for ſeveral 
years before, and in four of them the in- 


fection was traced to the ſame woman: 


The chancres in all of them appeared 
early, and made ſuch rapid progreſs that 
very 
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very troubleſome hæmorrhages occurred 
from them in the ſpace of three or four 
days from their firſt appearance; and in 

a ſmall town to which I was lately called 


for an alarming hæmorrhagy, produced 


by a chancre, the ſurgeon in attendance 
informed me, that in the ſpace of a fe- 
weeks he had met with three inſtances 
of the ſame nature, and in which the 
infection was alſo traced to the ſame 
e A 

Chancres of every kind, and in all chivks | 
ſtages, are liable to inflame when rough- 


iy treated, particularly when the parts are 


much fretted by walking, or riding on 
hor ſeback. | This ſhould be attentively 


guarded againſt; for inflammation not 


only promotes the abſorption of the ve- 
nereal virus, as I ſhall more particularly | 
hereafter have occaſion to mention, but 


when it affects the preputium,  phymo- 


ſis is commonly the conſequence, and it 


proves always an untoward occurrence, 


as it it prevents free acceſs to the fores be- 
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neath, a point of the firſt importance in 


the treatment of chancre. 

In women, chancres have preciſely the 
ſame appearance as in men. We chiefly 
meet with them upon the internal parts of 
the labia pudendi, on the nymphe, clito- 


ris, and entrance of the vagina and ure- 
thra, but ſeldom or never altogether with- 
in either of theſe paſſages. They are 


moſt frequent about the under parts of 


the labia, owing perhaps to the matter by 


which they are produced being moſt apt 


to reſt here, and from the ſame cauſe they 


often form upon the perineum, near to the 
anus, In this fituation they always ex- 


eite a great deal of pain, and are more apt 
to terminate in deep extenſive ulcerations, 
than in parts not fo liable to be injured; 
for here they are fretted by every motion 
of the limbs, nor can the patient be ſeated 
Without preſſing upon them. 


Whether i in men or women, chancres 
on parts covered with firm ſkin have a 


very different appearance from thoſe that 
Form upon parts more thinly protected. 


Inſtead 


353 
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Inſtead of ſmall circumſcribed pimples, 
ſuch as I have deſcribed, the ſkin appears 
red and tender for a day or two, and 
without being previouſly elevated into 


ſmall veſicles ulcerations break out al 


once. A feœtid viſcid matter oozes out, 
which, on being removed, leaves the bot- 
tom of the ſores of a foul appearance, and 
their edges inflamed and ragged ; and 


however entirely this matter may be wip- 


ed off, it is ſoon renewed, and in the 
{pace of a few hours forms into a thick 
firm cruſt, which either remains till it is 
torn off, or till it is completely. ſeparated 
from the contiguous. parts by the forma- 


tion of new matter beneath. This kind 


of ſore is moſt frequent in parts covered 
with hair; particularly about the root of 
the penis in men, and above the pubes, 
and on the perineum in women. 
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A eueren! bus" is a © pal Welling o of 
a lymphatic gland, produced by abſorp- 
tion of the venereal virus. The whole 
ſurface of the body having abſorbents 
ſpread upon it, no contagious matter can 
be applied to any part of it but with the 
riſk of injuring the conſtitution. In Lues 
Venerea the ſyſtem is ſometimes infected 
by the matter being carried directly! into 
the blood, but for the moſt part a ſwelling 
previouſly takes place in one or more of 
the lymphatic glands lying between the 
part to which the matter 1 is firſt applied x 
and the heart. 4 
Theſe glands being £ formed by TER 
lations of the lymphatic veſſels, are apt to 
be obſtructed by any irritating matter 
which enters them. Hence a venereal 


By bubo 3 is a very frequent ſymptom of the 
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aiſcaſe; and, as it is alſo one of Th 
which gives the greateſt diſtreſs and per- 
plexity both to patients, and practitioners, 
J ſhall treat of it with more minuteneſs 
than otherwiſe I ſhould have done, 
| The points of moſt importance i inthe 
hiſtory. of buboes, and which we ſhould 
therefore be particularly anxious to aſcer- 
| tain, are, the ſtate of parts moſt, favour- : 
able to their production; their moſt fre- 
quent ſituation; the appearances which 
they aſſume at different periods of their 
duration, and the means of diſtinguiſh- | 
ing them from other eee which FORT : 
reſemble. | . 
+ have already abe chat die vene- , 
real virus may be abſorbed where the {kin 
is ſound and entire: Hence Lues Venerea 5 
may take place where no external mark 
can be diſcovered upon the part to which | 
the matter of infection was applied. It 
muſt be admitted that this is not a com- 1 
mon occurrence; but I have met with = 
in ſuch a e of well- marked inſtan- 
ces, chat L have no more doubt of the fact : 
. 1 1 than 0 
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hack of any other chat falls jails; and 
1 clearly within. our obſervation. It has 
alſo happened in a great proportion of 
theſe, that a bubo was one of the firſt 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. I have now 4 
great number of caſes recorded of bubo i 
taking place where not a veſtige could 
be traced either of previous Gonorrhœœaa, = 
chancre, Or excoriation. Kod) 
As the firſt caſes of this Which Wei 
to me gave riſe to a good deal of difficul- 
ty, by the uncertain and undeciſive prac- 
tice with which they were attended, I 
think it right in this manner to make it 
known. At that time it was an eſtabliſh- 
ed opinion, as it ſtill is with many, that 
buboes cannot take place without ſome 
previous ulceration or format ion of matter 
in the contiguous parts. In the caſes te 
which I allude the cure was therefore pro- 
tracted to a great length; for till the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe became more obvious, 
and which ſometimes did not happen till 
other ſymptoms appeared, the uſe of mer- 


eury, from which alone relief could be 
i Be. | 1 obtained, 


Ty” 
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obtained, was commonly — : The 
ſwelling” was either ſuppoſe ed to procce@ | 
from a ſtrain in walking or riding, or to 
originate from ſorophula, by which a'goo« 
deal of rims was hore co no kind of par. 
poſe. inne e Ii N le 
In a former part of wits wort we. wry 
ſeen that [wellings take place in the glands 
of the groin from inflammation produced 
by Gonorrhœa: Theſe have, with ſuffi- 
W cient propriety, been termed. Sympathetic - 
| Buboes, and they are by no means uncom- 
mon; but the real idiopathic bubo, pro- 
ceeding from abſorption of ſyphilitic mat- 
ter, is, in a great proportion of | caſes, 
preceded by ſome obvious local mark of 
che virus in the contiguous Parts; 3 moſt 
l frequently by chancre. The matter paſſes: 
ſo evidently from the chancre along the 
lymphatics to the contiguons glands, that 
one or more of theſe veſſels are often 
found hard and in a ſtate of enlargement, ; 
in their courſe. from the ſores to the 
glands. This, in ſome inſtances; may 
nappen run o inflammation excited by the 

1 11957 4 Hin <a virusz 
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virus; in others, it may be altogether 
the effect of obſtruction to the paſſage of 
the lymph. In ſome caſes the lymphatics 
in this ſtate of enlargement become totally 
unfit for the purpoſes of abſorption; Ab- 
ſceſſes form in them; and on theſe burſt. 
ing, they are ſucceeded by troubleſome 
ſores. _ Hd ot: eee 
_  Chancres, in allthelt lagen and in every 
period of their duration, will occaſionally 
produce buboes; but it is worthy of re- 
mark, that buboes ſeldom occur but with 
previous marks of inflammation: Hence 
they are moſt frequent in the incipient 
ſtate of chancres, while the inflammation 
by which they were produced ſtill pre- 
vails. Indeed more buboes take place du- 
ring the firſt eight or ten days from the 
| appearance of chancre than in any other 
period of twice that extent in the whole 
courſe of the diſeaſe. When the original 
inflammatory tate of chancre is over, and 
the parts are merely ulcerated without 
being painful, they will continue in this 


ſituation for a great length of time; nor 
will 
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will, any n to buboes * per- 
ceived, till inflammarion is by ſome cauſs 


or other induced upon them: Hence 
| we find buboes frequently appear ſoon 


after cauſtic has been applied to chancres, 
and not uncommonly after the parts have 
been dreſſed with precipitate or any irri- 


tating ointment. The pain which theſe oc- 


caſion, tends, in the firſt place, to create 


ſome degree of inflammation, to which bu- 
boes very frequently ſucceed... 


It is not however the ee es degrees 


of inflammation which prove moſt fa- 


vourable to the production of buboes. 
When inflammation: ſuddenly takes place 
to a great height, and ſpreads along the 
lymphatics leading from chancres, the ſy- 
ſtem is not apt to be infected. Theſe veſ- 


ſels appear to be deprived by a great de- 


gree of inflammation, of the power of ab- 


ſorption; probably by their being render- 


ed impervious; but it is equally certain, 


as I have already obſerved, that every 


flight degree of inflammation, as well as 
whatever tends to ſtimulate the extremi- 


N | 5 ties 


ties of iforbionts, excites hem more or 
leſs to action, and thereby tends to in- 
_ creaſe their power of abſorption. Of this 
we have daily proofs m the practice of 
innoculating for the ſmall pox, where We 
find that infection very rarely takes place, 
perhaps not once in a thoufand inſtances, 
if the wound at which the matter of infec- 
tion was introduced is not excited to in- 
flame: Hence the more irritation that to 
a certain degree we excite in the act of 
innoculation, the more certainly i is the dif 
eaſe communicated. i 
I may here advert to another inftance 
of the effect produced by the irritation of 
lymphatics in promoting abſorption. In 
the application of unctuous ſubſtances to 
the ſurface of the body, particularly i in 
the uſe of mercurial ointment, the power 
of friction is univerſally admitted ; and 
we cannot ſuppoſe that it acts in any other 
manner than by ſtimulating the abſorbents 
of the parts. Some indeed have aſſerted, 
that no advantage is derived from friction, 
and that the abſorbents would act with 
equal 
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Sect. II. 


equal influenee although the ointment was 
merely applied to them ; but this 1s ſo di- 


realy contrary to the obſervativh of all 


who have attended to the effects of friction 
in ſuch caſes, that no farther notice need 


be taken of it *. 
It has been remarked that old venereal 


W ulcers do not produce buboes, and this 


has given riſe to an opinion that the mat- 


ter of theſe ſores is not really venereal ; 


that is, that it would not contaminate the 


hſtem were it carried into the blood by 


the abſorbents. Mr Hunter was, I believe, 
the firſt who advanced this opinion, and 
I do not know that it has yet been pub- 
licly controverted ; but ſo far as my ob- 
ſervation goes, I can decidedly ſay that it 
1s not well founded. I admit that buboes, 
or ſwellings of the lymphatic glands, do 
not often proceed from venereal ſores of 
long duration, particularly from ſuch as 
Vol. II. 5 . 
* That Mr Hunter ſhould have been of this opinion, 


is not eaſily accounted for. Vide Treatiſe on the 


Venereal Diſeaſe 1 John Hunter. 


4 
4 
1 
FP 
1 | I 
1 
des 
: F 
&: 
of 
*. 
12 
WE 
ws 
N 
* 
4 
o 8 
7 
2 t 
* 
. 
p 9 1 
1 
1 * 
1 
+ + 
ö n 
We; 
"+ 
i 
* 
* 
$ 
* yd 
10 
1 2 
. 
48 
5 „ , 
= 
4 N 
* 
. 
$ 
+ 
5 
1 
o 
£ 
— 
» 
* 
is N 7 
« + 
: o 
* 
* 
4 
* 
” 
W 
” -: 
On 
7 * 
99 


- 
1 
1 
. 
1 
N 
4 
r 
1 
N * 
_ 
y 
— 9 
of 
ö ; 
4 * 
*F 5 
„aa 
4 F 
- 
7 N 
th . 
"10 
þ . 
4 
4 
- : 
; 7 
17 
1 7 
. 
: 
4 4 
£4 
N $278 
| | 


= r 
a A 8 
464 „„ 


LIED 


EDT ua EG N 3 — 
Ry 


\ — cte Fas ©, 
* — * . «% - 3 — — 


„ Of the Symptoms . 


ariſe from infection of the ſyſtem; but al- 
though they are not frequent, yet in va- 
. rious inſtances I have met with them. I 
have ſeen them in the neck, from ulcers 
in the throat; in the groin, from ſores on 


ulcers on the fingers and hands : and the 


ces of old venereal ſores, their being ſel- 
dom accompanied with inflammation. This 


1 believe that they happen as frequently 


the toes and feet ; and in the axilla, from 


cauſe of their not being more frequent 
may be eaſily explained. I have juſt had 
occaſion to remark, that abſorption of the 
matter of Lues Venerea does not readily 
happen if the parts to which it is applied 
do not inflame. Now we know that it is 
one of the moſt characteriſtic circumſtan- 


+54.) 


is particularly the caſe in ulcers of the 
throat, where inflammation does not often i 
take place to any diſtreſsful height. Swel-W 
lings of the glands in the neck very ſel. 
dom happen therefore from this cauſe, but i 
{till they are occaſionally met with; and if 


here, in proportion to the frequency of 
the true venereal inflammation which takes 
place 


Sect, II. Lies Fenerea, 


place in theſe ſores, as in any other part 
of the body. They occur more frequent- 
ly in the groin and arm-pit, from ulcers 
on the extremities, than they do in the 
neck from ulcers in the throat; but this 
happens obviouſly from ulcers of theſe 
parts being more apt to inflame than ves 
W ncreal ulcers in the throat; and it ſerves 
as a farther proof of the effect of inflam- 
mation in increaſing the abſorbent powers 
of the lymphatics. 

In a former work I have ſhewn the 
| propriety of diſtinguiſhing venereal ul- 
cers into two kinds x. Chancres I would 
denominate primary ulcers, being the root 
or ſource of all farther infection, while all 
W thoſe may be denominated {ymptomatic 
WJ which ariſe from the ſyphilitic virus ha- 


{el- ving entered the ſyſtem. That chancres | 
, but W ſhould be more of an inflammatory na- 
and ture than ſymptomatic ulcers, and there- 
ntl tore that the matter produced by them 
y of ſould be more -apt to nn the ab- 
takes 1 ſorbents 
place * Vide a Treatiſe on the Theory and Management 


of Ulcers, 
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ſorbents is not ape ; for we can 
xeadily ſuppoſe that the matter of theſe 
old ulcers muſt be rendered mild by be- 
ing diluted. Even the matter of chancres 
becomes leſs virulent when the diſeaſe has 
been of long duration; and the diſcharge 
of an ulcerated bubo, although the bubo 
itſelf was produced by a chancre, is evi- 
dently of a milder nature than the mat- i 
ter of chancres ; for we ſeldom or never 
ſee new buboes ariſe in the glands lying : 
contiguous to an old bubo in a ſtate of 
ulceration : But there is ſurely no reaſon 
from this to imagine that the matter of 
| theſe ſores i is not venereal. I believe it 
to depend upon the cauſe that I have men- 
tioned. The matter of a ſore in this ſitu- 
ation muſt be continually diluted by the 
lymph which is at all times paſſing into 
the gland. This may render it ſo mild 
that it will not be capable of ſtimulating 
the contiguous glands, ſo as to obſtrud 
the lymph in its courſe. 1t will rather 
paſs eaſily along with the lymph i into the 
general maſs of blood; nor will it produce 

1 on 
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any immediate or obvious effects, even 
when it has entered the ſyſtem ; for when 
thus diluted by all the blood in the body, 
ſome quantity muſt be required to accu- 
mulate before any irritation will enſue; 
and till ſome degree of irritation is ex- 
cited no evident effect will take place. It 
muſt either exiſt in ſuch a ſtate of acri- 
mony, or in ſuch quantity as to be ca- 
pable of exciting irritation in ſome part of 
the ſolids, otherwiſe no mark of diſeaſe 
will occur from it: Hence may be ac- 
counted for all thoſe inſtances of Lues Ve- 
nerea breaking out at very diſtant periods 
after infection being communicated, and 
of the difference which in this reſpect we 
meet with in different patients; the diſ- 
eaſe in ſome breaking out in the courſe of 
two or three weeks from the time of in- 
fection, while in others it does not appear 
for a great many months. Nay there is 
reaſon to think that in ſome it has not 
appeared till ſeveral years have elapſed, 
and of which I could adduce ſuch proofs 
7 as ſeem to render it certain, 
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That the matter of old venereal ſores 
is capable of communicating infection 


few I believe will doubt, Many deciſive 
proofs might indeed be given of it, but I 
ſhall only mention the following. When 


the matter of a chancre excites ſwelling 


in the contiguous glands we have few in- 


ſtances during the continuance of the tu- 
mour, of the virus paſling 1 into the ſyſtem. 
The glands will remain enlarged for a 
conſiderable time without any mark of 
the ſyſtem being injured, probably from 
the matter of infection being thus ſtopped 
in its progreſs : but when buboes become 
ulcerated, if mercury be not employed, 


the diſeaſe, for the moſt part, ſoon breaks 
out in the throat. and other parts of the 


body from the matter of theſe ſecondary or 


ſymptomatic ſores having entered the cir- 


culation. In ſome inſtances, as I have men- 
tioned above, a conſiderable time elapſes 
before the conſtitution is injured by the 
matter of theſe ſores, but it ſcarcely ever 


; nals! of ſhewing itſelf at laſt, and not unfre- 


9 
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M quently 1 in the courſe of a ſhort time from 
che ulceration of the bubo taking place. 
When to this we add, that ſores of this 
deſcription are cured in the ſame manner 
with every other ſymptom of the venereal 
diſeaſe ; that they daily increaſe in depth 
and extent till mercury is employed ; and 
chat they commonly put on a healing ap- 
| pearance in the courſe of a ſhort time af- 
W ter this medicine has been uſed, no doubt 
can remain of their being venereal. Every 
practitioner knows that in the treatment 
of venereal ulcers, ſores ſometimes remain 
after every attempt that can be made to 
W cure them, and long after the virus of the 
W diſcaſe is removed by mercury. This, as 
I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to mention, 
may happen from various cauſes ; but it 
is not this ſtate of theſe ulcers which we 
have now been confidering : It is the real 
venereal ulcer of which we are now ſpeak- 
ing, where the nature of it has not been 
changed, nor the virus of the diſeaſe re- 
moved by the uſe of mercury. 
| D4 Venereal 
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Venereal buboes are moſt Frhachihy 
ſeated inthe groin. This neceſſarily hap- 
pens from the manner in which Lues Ve- 
nerea is uſually communicated ; for it is 
the lymphatic glands moſt contiguous to 
the parts firſt infected that moſt common- 


ly ſwell. Few inftances indeed occur of 


the virus paſling through theſe and fixing 
upon others: Hence buboes ariſing from 


ulcers of the lips and gums are ſeated un- 


der the tongue, and beneath the lower jaw; 
from ulcers in the throat, the glands of 
the neck become affected; from ſores on 
the fingers and hands, the glands ſwell 
about the wriſt, elbow, and in the axilla; 
and the glands about the knee, and on 
the upper part of the thigh, are moſt apt 
to ſwell from ſores of the toes and feet. 

In each groin, and ſomewhat higher 
than the root of the penis, there is a cluſ- 
ter or ſtring of lymphatic glands, chiefly 
formed by the lymphatic veſſels of the 


penis and contiguous parts. It is the moſt 


contiguous of theſe glands to the penis 
that are moſt frequently obſtructed by the 
matter 


— 
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matter of chancres. 12 18 proper, | how- 


ever, to remark, that buboes ſometimes. 


appear from the ſame cauſe in a ſtring of 


glands that are more than an inch lower 
than theſe, owing to the lymphatic veſſels 
of the penis paſſing in ſome inſtances out 
of their uſual courſe and ſtretching down 


to theſe glands. From want of attention 


to this ſtructure of parts, buboes in this 


ſet of glands have commonly been ſuppoſ- 
ed to proceed from the ſyſtem being in- 


feed, unleſs where they could be obvi- 
ouſly traced to an ulcer in the foot or 
leg; but we may here obſerve once for 
all, that buboes never occur from a gene- 
ral affection of the ſyſtem alone. They 
proceed, I believe, in every inſtance from 
matter abſorbed from a particular ſpot, 
and producing, as we have already per- 
ceived, obſtructions in the lymphatic 
glands lying in its courſe to the heart. 80 
evidently do buboes originate from lo- 


cal affections, that in chancres of the pe- 


nis the glands in the correſponding groin 


commonly ſwell. When a chancre is 
ſeated 


— 


— ——-— 


— n * = r o ( FR — . 2 > —— — ron — — 3 - — — . 8 — 
* 3, 2 f Ta 8 7 wi - — — — => — = _ — _ = — : - - — — — — 
be a + 13 It — . 2" — 5 — — — - A = —_— — CERT IS ISI — _— — 
paws! —— — — . RE . > — « - - . Ko — — 2 — 2 = Q 4 > 5 
. 2 — — — - — — — 
10 5 — * — — . ee gmt * — — — . s _ - — — — yu — — - 
* * 2 — oy — — —— — — * 
” 
; % 5 


„ Of the Symptoms = : Ch. IV. 


ſeated upon the frenum, or on any other 
part of the nuddle of the penis, the glands 
in both groins are equally apt to ſwell ; 
but in chancres confined to one ſide of 
the penis, or to one fide of the ſcrotum, 
we meet with few inſtances of the glands 
m the oppoſite groin being obſtructed. 

In a great proportion of caſes only one 
of the whole ſtring of glands becomes af- 
fected ; but occaſionally it is otherwiſe. 
I have known four diſtinct buboes on one 
fide, and three on the other at the ſame 
time, but in ſuch caſes we always meet 
with more chancres than one; for the 
moſt part indeed the penis 1s in this-caſe 
nearly covered with ores. 7 

Were the whole lymphatic glands be- 
tween the heart and the part at which the 
matter of Lues Venerea enters the ſyſtem 
liable tobe hurt with it, this diſeaſe would 
be productive of ſtill worſe conſequences 
than commonly enſue from it. Glands 


lying within the cavity of the abdomen 


would ſwell and ſuppurate, from which 


the greateſt danger might enſue ; but this 


does 
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* not han Scarcely an inſtance 
can be adduced of any internal glands 


being affected by the matter of ſyphilis; 


2 but this does not depend, as ſome have 
Ss imagined, upon the tendency of this diſ- 


eaſe to affect the more external parts of 
the body only. The moſt obvious cauſe 
of it is, that the venereal virus is always 


abſorbed from the ſurface of the body: 


We have ſeen that the firſt glands that it 


meets with are thoſe in which obſtruction 


moſt readily takes place, and I have ſug- 


geſted what appears to be the the moſt 


_ probable reaſon of the more deep ſeated 


glands not being ſo liable to ſuffer, name- 
ly, the ſtop which the {welling of the firſt . 


ſet of glands gives to the farther abſorp- 


tion of matter, and the diluted ſtate of the 
matter itſelf in the progreſs of the diſeaſe; 
by which it becomes incapable of exciting 


that degree of irritation neceſſary to pro- 


duce abſorption, or, if abſorbed, that it 


is rendered ſo mild as not readily to pro- 


duce obſtruction in any of the glands to 


which it is carried. If the matter of 
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Lues Venerea was applied to any inter- 
nal part of the body, ſo as to excite ulce- 
ration, we have no cauſe to doubt of the 


effects reſulting from it being the ſame 


that enſue from it externally. The conti- 


guous glands would be firſt affected, and 


from thence it would proceed to the reſt 
of the ſyſtem; but the diſeaſe never being 
communicated i in this manner, none of the 
glands ſeated internally can ever be in- 


jured. 


Theſe circumſtances being premiſed, I 


| ſhall now enumerate the appearances and 


ſymptoms of buboes, with the means of 
diſtinguiſhing them from ſwellings which 
reſemble them. It muſt be kept in view 


that it is the real venereal bubo of which 


we are now ſpeaking, and not that inflam- 
matory ſwelling with which the glands in 


the groin are often attacked in Gonor- 
rhœa; a deſcription of which was given in 


Chap. III. Sect. IX. 


The moſt frequent ſeat of 80 as we 
have ſeen, is the groin, and a deſcrip- 


; tion of it in this fituation will be ſuffi- 


cient. 
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cient. The firſt ſymptom of bubo is a - 
Might degree of pain. This excites the 
attention of the patient, when, on hand- 

ling, a ſmall hard knot is diſcovered. In 
ſome caſes this is accompanied both with 
pain and tenſion, ſtretching along an en- 
larged lymphatic veſſel, in the form of a 
ſmall cord, all the way from the penis; - 
but for the moſt part the tumour is di- 
ſtinct, and not apparently connected with 
any other diſeaſe. Even where two or 
more buboes take place at the ſame time, 
although near to each other they are al- 
ways diſtinct and unconnected at firſt, in- 
ſomuch that the patient himſelf very com- 

monly points their ſeparation out. 

1 5 mercury or other diſcutients be not 
employed, the tumour becomes in a gra- 
dual manner larger, and from being, as it 
commonly is when firſt perceived, of the 
ſize of a kidney bean, by the eighth or 

tenth day, and often ſooner, it is uſually 
of the ſize of a pigeon's egg. From the 
firſt appearance of a bubo there is ſome 
degree of rotundity in the form of it. In 


the middle it is ſomewhat raiſed and pro- 4 
minent, and becomes flattened towards 
the ſides, a form which it preſerves du- 
Ting its whole progreſs. 'As the tumour 
becomes large, it alſo becomes more pain- 
ful; and the pain, which at firſt was con- 
fined to the bubo itſelf, ſpreads over all 
the contiguous parts. The patient com- 
plains upon the ſlighteſt degree of preſ- 
fare, and he cannot walk or move but with 
much uneaſineſs. 

Even when of this ſize, bubdes will ome- 
times be removed by diſcuſſion ; but when 
this does not happen, the fwelling, which 

till this period uſually retains a conſider- 
able degree of firmneſs, becomes in a gra- 
dual manner ſofter and more prominent ; 
the ſkin, which for ſome time retained its 
natural colour, becomes red and tender ; 
ſome degree of fever is apt to take place, 
and in ſome it is accompanied with flight 
ſhivering fits. A fluctuation of matter 1s 
at length diſcovered ; at firſt upon the ſur- 
face of the tumour, afterwards in other 

parts of it, and on being diſcharged, ei- 
ther 


$00 
— 


— xD —— — 1 — OD == "=. A I — Dt gt monte mn —— — — — — IT 5 
ITED : 2 4 FX —— ==5 = —— — . SLE == - ES ds = : . 
5 p — — 7: — — 8 Ki | 8 — - 
: — —— — . S — ——— — — — _ — — 
* —— — = — * — 5 — ——— ——— — — my — — — My - * * — — — - - — 
—— — — — 5 — — ——— — — —— r . — — —— —— . OSS ne 
* — = EIS. or — ee — — < — — oo — = — — — - = 2 DR — — — —— 
* 
+: * 
% x * . 


. ——ñ—̃— — Eꝶ— 7 


— — 


x. 
2 
— — 
— — 
Ay — 


—— — 


— 


EE = 


1 
il 
; 
5 
1 
in 


— — 
— — 5 
—— — — 3 


— 


r T7 TATE IS 
- — ——————— v ˙*‚ I” he hee — 
— — 8 . - —— 
_—_ WE LT : — T — 
— - — — 2 


— 
_ — " 
DE — —_—_——_ 
* 


* —— — 


p . = 
b l l 0 =: - = =” I —— —— Z 
— : — —„ — — 2 ͤ⁵ — — —— — 
— — — * - 2 8 - a. oe — — — * ” 3 > 5 — — 
— — Y — - CEP) * 2 — > 
Ae — —̃ä— — 1 cn — — — — —— —ů—ů— — DD — — 2 * + * 
. : On . _— —_— — 
. 
8 
44S 


_ —_ — * - "A... 
- EEE 
— — Fg vn - 
Pan —— + 
__—_ a 


— 
— 
__— — 


Sect. II. of Lues Veneroa. a7 


mer by the tumour burſting, or by an 


opening being made into it, the parts are 
found to have all the appearances of a 
common abſceſs contaming purulent mat- 


o | 


The time which elapſes in this progreſs 
of bubo, from the firſt appearance of the 
tumour till maturation is completed, is 
exceedingly variable, and depends upon a 


number of circumſtances ; upon the age 


and habit of body of the patient; upon 


the degree of pain and fever which take 


place; and on the gland being ſuperficial 
or deeply ſeated ; for we find by experi- 
ence, that deep-ſeated ſwellings do not fo 
eaſily or ſo quickly ſuppurate as thoſe 
which are immediately beneath the ſkin. 
Where the conſtitution is much relaxed 
and debilitated, buboes often remain in- 
dolent and ftationary for a great length 


of time, while, during the full vigour of 


health and youth, they uſually come quick- 
ly forward : When accompanied with 
much pain and ſome degree of fever, from 
the firſt their progreſs in general is rapid, 

: while 
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groin, either during the continuance of 
chancres, or ſoon after ſores of this na- 


ſtate. They are ſometimes combined with 
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while they always advance flowly when 
the pain is moderate. One general obſer- 
vation may be made upon the maturation iſ 
of venereal buboes, that they ſuppurate ll 
more quickly than glandular ſwellings of 
any other kind; and more flowly than 
common abſceſſes in the cellular mem- 
brane. | 

Thoſe who are not t verb in this branch 
of buſineſs are apt to imagine, from the 
deſcription which they have peruſed of 
the appearances of buboes, and perhaps 
from their having met with a few inſtan- 
ces of the diſeaſe in its ordinary form, 


cerning them ; but this is far from being 
the caſe. Where a glandular ſwelling, 
ſuch as I have deſcribed, appears in the 


ture have healed, there will be no cauſe 
to doubt of its being venereal But buboes 
do not always appear in a ſimple unmixed 


other diſeaſes, where they neceſſarily aſ- 


ſume other e z and they occur 
in 
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in ſome inſtances, as I have already men- 

tioned, without being preceded by the 

leaſt veſtige of ulceration. This laſt cir- 
cumſtance of itſelf is commonly the cauſe | 

of much doubt, but the difficulty is in- 

creaſed when the rumour is not © eee 

venereal. . a | 

: Swellings avith which buboes may 8 

| | | confounded, and from which therefore i in 

| is proper, with as much accuracy as poſ- / 
ible, to diſtinguiſh them, are of different 

kinds. In. ſome caſes theſe ſwellings ap- 

pear in a ſimple unmixed ſtate, in others 

chey are blended with the reab venereal 

| bubo. | | 


I. The moſt Seantnt a of this kind 
of perplexity, is ſcrophula. When the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe takes place in ſcrophulous 
conſtitutions, buboes, as well as almoſt 
every other ſymptom, not only become 
much more obſtinate, but aſſume appear- 
ances perfectly different from ſuch as oc- 
cur in the ordinary form of either of theſe 
diſeaſes. Nor is it neceſſary chat pre 
Vor. : „ tioners 
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2 tioners ts: ſhould be acquainted Sith 
this. It ſhould be made known in the moſt 


charge of them, for what it is not often 


tients of any ſymptom of Lues Venerea 


ly appear where that diſeaſe was not pre- 
_ viouſly ſuſpected to exift, and which other- 
wiſe might never have taken place. Of 


Where a ſcrophulous taint, which had till 
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unequivocal manner to patients, otherwiſe 
they are apt to be perplexed and diſap- 
pointed, and to blame thoſe who have the 


in the power of art to prevent. 

Where evident fymptoms of ſcrophula 
have previouſly taken place, or where that 
diſeafe obviouſly exiſts at the time, there 
is no great difficulty of convincing pa- 


with which they are attacked, being like- 
ly to partake of it; but they ſhould alſo 
know, that during the continuance of Lues 
Venerea, ſymptoms of ſcrophula frequent- 


this I have. met with many inſtances, 


then remained concealed, broke out at 
once with much violence on the ſyſtem | 
being attacked with Lues Venerea. 


We 
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We judge that A * 8 of 2 
Phula, when, inſtead of yielding to a pro- 
per application of mercury, or coming 
forward to ſuppuration in the time which | 
\ venereal buboes commonly require, it 
eicher remains ſtationary or advances in 
W tat ſlow gradual manner peculiar to tu- 
mours of a ſcrophulous nature. Tumours 
; | altogether. venereal do not. advance ſo ra- 
pidly as common abſceſſes, but they come 
much more quickly forward than thoſe 
5 arihng from ſcrophula. In moſt inſtan- 
Nees, a venereal bubo, when allowed to 
W uppurate, arrives at full maturity in the 
pace of four or five weeks ; often in leſs 
Jiime than this, from its firſt commence- 
8 ment; whereas, when conjoined with ſcro- 
| bands, two or three months will paſs over. 

| before this takes place. The pain, in- 

Witcad of being ſmart, as happens in bu- 

Woes, is more of a dull obtuſe nature. The 

I\vclling at firſt, inſtead of being firm, 
as we have deſcribed it to be in buboes, 
is ſomewhat ſoft and compreſſible, -like 
dough ; and even when matter is fully 


E 2 | formed 
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formed in it, the firmneſs and tenſion at- 
tending it is leſs. Neither is the redneſß 
of the teguments, which takes place as 
the ſwelling comes forward, of ſuch a 
bright hue as in buboes. „ 
This kind of connection between Lues 
Venerea and ſcrophula, may, in ſome in. 
ſtances too, be diſcovered by the ſize of i 
the tumour. The true venereal bubo is 
no doubt very variable in point of bulk, 
but it never becomes fo large as tumours 
of this mixed nature commonly do. Fey 
of the former ever ſurpaſs the ſize of 
pullet's egg, but the latter are not unfre- 
quently two or three times larger than 
this. I have at preſent two inſtances of 
this kind of ſwelling ſtretching from the 
root of the penis, ee to the ſpine of 
the ileum. 1 


2. Venereal buboes are aße; in the courſ 
of their progreſs, to be attacked with ery 
fipelas. When this does not happen til 
towards the latter ſtage of the tumour, t 


does not give any cauſe for doubt or diff 
cult 


1 
{5 


See. II. 
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culry, the real nature of the primary diſ- 


eaſe being previouſly rendered obvious. 


But when a bubo acquires an eryſipela- , 


tous appearance at firſt, as ſometimes hap- 
pens, the practitioner and the patient are 
both apt to be deceived. Tumours of - 
this deſcription, inſtead of being circum- 


= ſcribed, with their limits diſtinctly mark- 


ed, as happens i in buboes, are commonly 


diffuſed, and terminate in a more imper- 


ceptible manner in the contiguous Parts. 


| | Inſtead of the vivid complexion of com- 


mon inflammation, they are of a more 
deep copper colour, and the inflammation 
with which they are attended appears ſud- 
denly, inſtead of approaching in a more 
gradual manner. 3 

I may alſo remark, has in buboes, ACr 
companied with eryſipelas, the pain ap- 
pears to be ſuperficial, and is always at- 
tended with a burning degree of heat, in- 
ſtead of that deep-ſeated throbing uncaſi- 
neſs which takes place in the latter ſtages 
of the true venereal bubo. | 


: E 3 1 3. Lumbar 
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however, may at all times be eaſily avoid- 


examination, the difference between the 


it is in the body of a gland in the other. 
parts in a tumified ſtate will be at no loſs 


a perhaps impoſſible to mark the difference 
by deſcription. I may remark, however, 


tended with pain about the ſmall of the 
back and in the loins. This ſymptom | 
indeed very commonly occurs as a fore- 
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FS. Lumbar abſceſſes have in ſome _ in. 
e been miſtaken for buboes. This, | 


ed, and can never. occur but from 1gno- i 
rance or. inattention. Practitioners of ex- 


perience will eafily diſtinguiſh by manual 


one and the other. In the one the ſwelling 
is ſeated in the cellular ſubſtance, while 


Whoever has once handled theſe different 


todiftinguiſh between them; and to thoſe 
who have not had this opportunity It 18 


r 


that theſe two fwellings, are for the moſt 
part ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by the ſymp- 
toms which precede and attend them. If 
buboes be not always preceded by chan- 
cres, lumbar abſceſſes are univerſally at- 


runner to the tumour in the groin, and 
almoſt 


t f in every inſtance, TEN rank Lg tu- 
mour appears the patient is much debili- 
tated by the fever with which he is 


* attacked from the firſt formation of the 
* diſeaſe, and which ſeldom in any confi- 
p | derable degree happens i in bubo. N 
E | 
1g 4 2 In ſome Latte 5 teal and femo- 
le ral herniæ have been miſtaken for buboes. 
. Of this I have known different inſtances on 
Nt the part of the patient; nor is it ſurpriſing 
05 that it ſhould be ſo, for both kinds of ſwell- 
fe ing appear nearly in the fame part ; they 
08 are neither of them attended with any al- 
ce teration inthe colour of the kin, when they 
or firſt appear; and they are both, for the 
ofi moſt part, accompanied with ſome pain; * 
ap: but ſtill the difference between them is ſo 
If Job iouſly marked, that one can ſcarcely 
an- ſuppoſe it poſſible for any practitioner, 
* however ignorant he may be, to fall in- 
the to any difficulty upon this point, did we 
om not know that in different inſtances it had 
8 happened. Herniz have not only been 
in 1 


F 4 8 miſtaken 
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mifizkets for buboes, but . have been 


treated for hernite. 
| Beſides the very marked diltinction 


which occurs between buboes and herniz, 
in the appearances and other circumſtan- 
=. immediately connected with the tu- 
- mours, and with which every practitioner 
ſhould be acquainted, hernia is for the 
moſt part ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from 
theother, by the fickneſs, obſtruction of the 
bowels, and other ſymptoms with which 
it is accompanied; and which ought alſo 
to be ſo generally known that to enumer- 
ate them more particularly would be alto- 
ne * e 


5; U hows in the nber and legs, from 
whatever cauſe they may ariſe, occafion- 
ally produce ſwellings in the glands of 
the groin, which in ſome inſtances, have 
been miſtaken for buboes. The chief 
means of diſtinction are theſe; our know- 
ledge of the original fore ; the ſeat of the 
tumours, theſe ſwellings bali common- 


£ ly on the fore part of the thigh, and ſome- 
what 
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what lower than the ordinary Goat of (bus 
boes ; and laſtly, their being attended with 
little or no pain, and very ſeldom pro- 
ceeding to ſuppurate, but rather conti: 
nuing indolent, and nearly of the ſame de- 


when they contain matter the ſkin ſeldom 
S loſes its colour; a circumſtance which 
never happens with buboes in a ſtate of 
ſuppuration. e e eee 6 porta b 
Women . en the. e 
diſeaſe are equally liable to buboes with 
men; and the diſeaſe is ſo exactly ſimilar 
in both that a deſcription of it in the one 
ſex renders it almoſt unneceſſary to ſpeak 
of it in the other. The only circumſtance 
in which they are different i is the ſituation _ 
of the tumoutrtrs. Wo 


f From the courſe of the lymphatics not 
c being exactly the ſame in women the ſite 
f of buboes in them muſt neceſſarily be dif- 


' ferent. I met with one inſtance of a bubo 
exactly upon the middle of the mons ve- 
neris: for the moſt part, however, they 

are ſeated on the courſe of the round liga- 
| ments, 


> © 


gree of hardneſs. from the firſt. Even 
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ments, near to where they enter the ab- 
domen, or higher in the groin; ſomewhat 


nearer the pudendum, than in men. Theſe 


laſt become equally large with buboes in 
men: but the others, it has been remark- 


ed, remain ſmall, and ſtill more circum- 


ſcribed than buboes in their , fi- 


tuation. 


„The ee we hve hitherto "IM 


ing, namely Chancre and Bubo, are 


at firſt always local; that is, they are ne- 
ver produced by, although they are very 


commonly productive of, what may be 


called the Conſtitutional State of the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe. This has induced ſome to 
treat of theſe ſymptoms as diſtin& and 


unconnected with the conſtitutional diſ- 
eaſe ; and there would be much propriety 


in their doing ſo, were it poflible to de- 
termine when the matter of chancre or of 
bubo has entered the ſyſtem or not. But 
ſo far as I know this has never been done; 
and there is much cauſe to imagine that 
no attempt towards it will ever prove ſuc- 
ceſsful. Some ingenuity has been ſhewn 


in 


3 


r 


2 
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in endeavouring to aſcertain - the {time 


which muſt elapſe between the firſt ap- 


pearance of chancre and enſuing abſorp- 
tion by the lymphatics; ; and even during 
this period, the diſeaſe, it is ſaid, ſhould 
be conſidered as local. To me, however, 
all ſuch attempts appear to be both futile 
and dangerous. The point in queſtion 


can never, in my opinion, be aſcertained, 
= and while a different idea of it prevails, 


the conſtitution muſt in many inſtances 
be injured, as it muſt be apt to lead, as 
with ſome it has already done, to a very 
hazardous practice, a dependence in the 
treatment of theſe ſymptoms upon local 


remedies. Chancres and buboes may both 
remain in a local ſtate for a great length 


of time. Nay, it is poſſible that their 
cure. might ſometimes be accompliſh- 
ed without any of the matter ariſing 


from them entering the ſyſtem; but as 


this is mere conjecture; as we have no 


method of diſtinguiſhing whether it hap- 
pens or not, and as we know from daily 
obſervation that in almoſt every inſtance 


the 


matter of ſyphilis may have entered the 
lymphatics, we find it particularly apt 


pen, however, at any certain period. [ 


ance of a chancre, while! in ſome inſtances 
.the throat remains ſound till ſeveral 

months after every external mark of the 
diſeaſe has diſappeared. 
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the conſtitution is injured even by che 
ſighteſt degree of theſe ſymptoms, I judge 
it in every reſpect better to treat of them 


as part of a conſtitutional diſeaſe, 


The next ſymptom we have to deſcribe 


is 5 univerſally allowed to originate from 
the virus when it has entered the ſyſtem, 


ls nn 
Of the Venereal Sore Throat. 


In whatever part of the body the 
to attack the throat. This does not hap- 


have known it fix upon the throat i in the 
courſe of ten days from the firſt appear- 


0 


In 


In addition to what T have already had 
occaſion to ſay upon this, I may obſerve, 


that the throat, as well as other parts f 


the body, are moſt apt to be ſoon affected 
when no buboes take place. When the 
matter paſſes directly into the ſyſtem, along 
the abſorbents, the infection ſhews itſelf 
more early than where it is firſt ſtopped 
by buboes and afterwards taken up by 
the lymphatics on theſe ſwellings becom- 
ing ulcerated. 
In the venereal ſore throat, ſome degree 
of uneaſineſs is commonly felt in ſwallow- 
ing for ſeveral days before any other ſymp- 


Y. 


Ce 
XC tom is perceived. A ſenſation of fulneſs 
pt and tenderneſs takes place, but not much 

p- pain. In ſome caſes this prevails over the 

I whole throat, but for the moſt part on one 

he fide only. Unleſs there has been ſome re- 
1 cent cauſe for ſuſpicion the diſeaſe is ſup- 
es poſed to proceed from cold; but the ſymp- 
ral toms continuing, and inſpection being 
he ; made, an ulcer is in moſt inſtances diſ- 


covered on the EPR of which he Sn 
ed at t firſt. e 


- That 
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Theſe Angers in ſome caſes ante their 


firſt appearance upon the uvula, but more 


frequently upon one or both of the amyg- 


dale. On firſt inſpection they are com- 
monly ſmall, but always foul, and accom- 
panied with ſome degree of fulneſs or 


ſwelling, and with an eryſipelatous red- 


neſs of the contiguous parts. 


Tn moſt inſtances the ulcer remains ſta- 
tionary for a conſiderable time, not going 
to any conſiderable depth, nor ſpreading 


to any greater extent than it occupied at 


_ firſt ; but in others, unleſs the molt effec- 
' tual remedies are immediately employed, | 


the ulcer not only becomes deep but ſpreads 


to a great extent, and in ſome caſes with 
ſuch rapidity, that I have known the uvula 
and all the contiguous parts become diſ- | 
eaſed in the courſe of a few days. In 
ſome the ulcer, in its courſe, gives only 
the appearance of foulneſs to the conti- 
guous parts, which become covered with 
a yellow coloured ſlough, ſomewhat re- 
| ſembling the duffy coat of inflammatory 

blood; while in others it ſpreads in. the 


form 


1 
RY 
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E form of A corroding ſore, and deſtroys all 
the parts as it goes along. It ſometimes. 
| deſtroys a great part of the tonſil before 
| leaving it, but it more frequently ſpreads. 
along the arch reaching from the tonſil 
on which it is ſeated, to the uvula, and 


which, together with the contiguous parts 


of the velum pendulum palati, are com- 


monly deſtroyed before the other tonſil 
becomes affected. 


Even in this e e of theſe ul- 


cers the patient ſeldom complains of much 
pain, if it be not during the action of 


ſwallowing. A general and very diſtreſ. | 


ful degree of uneaſineſs is felt over the 


throat, but the pain is ſeldom ſo acute as 


the extent and appearances of the ſores 


would give cauſe to expect. Wherever 
much pain takes place, we find that it 
proceeds not from the ſores, but from 
that kind of eryſipelatous redneſs with 
which the contiguous parts are very apt 
to be attacked; and by which ſuch a diſ- 


irefsful burning ſenſation 1 18 fometimes | in- 


I — 


duced 


x > 


the patient at all times very uneaſy. 


but I have known the parts remain ſwel- 


Lues Venerea, and without any degree of 
ulceration being obſerved. The diſeaſe 


cerated, by which it is kept fixed to a . 


with the venereal virus and eryſipelas, 2 


place, a conftant heat and irritation over 
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duced over the whole throat as renders 


In ſome caſes of the venereal ſore throat 


this inflammatory redneſs takes place with- 


out ulceration. If not prevented by mer- 
cury, ulcers would no doubt form at laſt ; 


led, and accompanied for ſeveral weeks | 
together, with that deep copper-coloured 
complexion ſo highly characteriſtic of 


in this tate, although commonly fixed 
on one ſide of the throat at firſt, is very 
apt to leave it ſuddenly and go to the 
other; and this we find will happen again 
and again, till the one fide becomes ul- 


ticular ſpot. | 
Where the throat is affected in this 
manner, that is, where it is attacked both 


very diftreſsful ſymptom commonly takes | 


the whole fauces, by which the patient is 
kept 


nd: af _ 


W 


7 
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kept under a perpetual defire of clearing 
his throat, of an acrid, viſc id mucus, with 
which it becomes from time to time ſo 
much ſtuffed as to require a g eat deal of 
exertion to throw it off; and it prevails 
equally at all times, even during meals, 
as well as When oy ee ſhould be at 


reſt. | . 
That it is chiefly by the irritability 


which takes place here that this acrid mu- 


cus is produced I conclude to be the cafe, 
from finding that nothing tends ſo much 
to remove it as ſoothing anodyne applica- 
tions, conjoined Wan, the internal uſe of 


5 opiates. 45 


It is chiefly in this inflammatory ſtate 
of ſore throats, that patients in Lues Ve- 
nerea are ſeized with deafneſs. Deafneſs 
may happen from other cauſes, as we 


hall afterwards have occaſion to men- 


tion, but in this caſe I believe it to pro- 
ceed from the inflammation ſpreading to 
the tuba euſtachiana, ſo as to render it 
impervious. Inflammation may act in 


producing deafneſs, either by ſtuffing this 


$H - 07 the Galen, c. 


paſſage with mucus or by exciting * 

ion between the ſides of the duct. In the 

one caſe the deafneſs may only be tem- 

pPorary, but in the other it muſt necel- 
ſarily, to a certain degree, rendern. 
nent. 

In moſt inſtances jc ig venereal 3 
throat does not go deeper than the ſoft 
parts; producing ſores, ſuch as 1 have de- 
ſcribed, of various degrees of magnitude; 
but where the diſeaſe has either been too 

Jong neglected, or where mercury and 
other remedies employed for it, do not 
Prove ſucceſsful, the bones * 
come in ſome caſes to ſuffer. I have known 
it happen with the upper vertibræ of the 
neck, and not e With the 
bones of the palate and back part of the 
OG. 

.Qne of the moſt diſtreſsful en 
ſtances Which practitioners meet with | in 
diſeaſes of the throat is, the uncertaintj 
of diſtinguiſhing between venereal ſore 
of theſe parts and others which reſemble 
a * Which a Saad deal of time i 
either 


% 


for Lues Venerea in theſe parts are, thoſe 


continued caſes of catarrhal inflammation, 
and ſuch as ſometimes take place as the 


ceed to abſceſſes; they are uſually clean, 


venereal ulcer again ſeldom or never pro- 
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either altogether loſt, or deen with 


much doubt and undeciſion. From this 
cauſe alone ulcers are ſometimes allowed 
to ſpread, where it might with. eaſe have 
been prevented by a timeous uſe of mer- 
cury ; and in other inſtances patients are 
put upon the uſe of this remedy where it 
ought not to be employed. 
The ſymptoms moſt apt to be mittaben 


ulcers which occaſionally ſucceed to long 


conſequence of too much mercury, or of 
the patient being expoſed to cold while 
under a courſe of mercury, 

The chief means of diſtinction between | 
venereal ulcers of the throat and ſuch as 
ſucceed to inflammation are theſe : ulcers 
from inflammation very commonly ſuc- 


of a florid red appearance, and accompa- 
nied with a good deal of pain. The real 


duces abſceſs, and in the firſt place it al- 
22 Ways Ke 
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- ways forms upon the ſurface. It is never 
clean till remedies have been employed 
for rendering it ſo; and although always 
accompanied with a good deal of uneaſi. 
neſs, the pain attending it is never acute. 
I may alſo remark, that in the common in- 
flammatory ſore throat, the contiguous 
parts do not uſually aſſume that eryſipela- 
tous colour which very univerſally takes 
place in venereal ulcers, nor are they apt to 
induce that plentiful ſecretion of acrid 
mucus, and the ſymptoms which enſue 
from it, which 1 have ſhewn to be frequen 
conſequences of the other. We 

_ Hereafter I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more particularly of that variety of ſore 
throat ariſing from the effects of cold 
when under mercury, as well as from an 
over-quantity of mercury having been 
employed. At preſent I may remark, that 
this is diſtinguiſhed from the venereal ſore 
throat by a. very confiderable fulneſs or 
ſwelling, not only in both tonſils, but over 
the whole fances, together with fome de- 
_ gree of tumefaction of the parotid gland, 
lk: - "4 8 35 
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as well as of all the ſalivary glands; cir- 
cumſtances 'by no- means connected with 
venereal affections of theſe parts. The 
parts are not ſo apt to ulcerate as in the 
venereal diſeaſe, and any ſloughy appear- 


ance which takes place upon them, inſtead 


of being of a buffy colour, as happens in 
the other, 1 is white and milky, ſomewhat 
reſembling thoſe apthous cruſts ſo fre- 
quently met with in the mouths of new- 


born infants. Theſe floughs too are more 
extenſive than in venereal ſore throats. In 


the latter, they are always confined to 
ſuch parts as are inflamed, while, in the 


other, they commonly extend a conſider- S 
abled way upon the contiguous parts. 


The natural unequal ſurface of the 


= amygdalee, has, in ſome inſtances, when 


ina ſtate of inflammation, been miſtaken 


for venereal ulcers: this miſtake however 
may always be avoided, and never can 


happen but from ignorance. or inatten- 


tion. | 
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Cn. ANCRES, or primary venereal = -nai 
ariſe occaſionally, as I have already had 
occaſion 1 to remark, both i in the noſe and 
mouth; but ſores of this deſcription, 
z wherever they are ſeated, having. been 
already deſcribed in 2. of this ſection, 
we are now to, treat of thoſe only which 
originate from the ſyſtem being infected. 

Next to the throat the matter of. this 
diſcaſe fixes moſt frequently upon the noſe, 
which, fo far as I have had opportunities 
of obſerving, is more Apt. to be attacked 
with it than the mouth. I. need ſcarcely 
obſerve, however, that ſome variety oc- 
curs in this. In a few caſes the mouth is 
attacked before either the noſe or throat. 
In others the diſeaſe appears firſt in the 
| noſe ; but, in a great proportion of caſes, 


+ 
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Fit follows the progreſs I am deſcribing * 
after being for ſome time fixed in the 
W throat it goes to the noſe, if the dif. 
eaſe is not ſtopped in Its courſe by : a pro- 
per uſe of mercury. I may alſo remark, 
chat although the ulcers in the throat 
4 ſhould be cured by mercury, if a ſuffi- 
cient quantity be not employed for eradi- 
| cating the virus, the diſeaſe, when it 
again breaks out, will appear moſt readily” ; 
upon the noſe, in the ſame manner as =: 
no mercury had been given. T his, howW- 
ever, is not univerſally the caſe; for in 
ſome inſtances we find it return to tlie 
parts where it was laſt ſeated, and after 
again fixing upon the throat it proceeds to 
the noſe, as it would have done at firſt” I 
if it had not been interrupted. : 
The matter of Lues Venerea however ; 
does not attack 8 part of the noſe in- 
liſcriminately. Some have remarked” 
that it, has a particular tendency to fix 
upon the external parts of the body; that 
this always happens in the firſt inſtance, 
and when it proceeds from theſe to ſuch” 
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as are more deeply ſeated that it does ſo 
with ſome regularity, by attacking ſuch 
parts firft as are moſt thinly covered. 
This, however, does not happen with any 
kind of uniformity, and ſeems only to 
have been notic-d for the purpoſe of ſup- 
- porting an opinion. Inſtead of going firſt 
to the ſkin, which it would do were this 
opinion well founded, the throat, as we 
have juſt ſeen, is moſt apt to be attacked; 
and when it goes to the noſe and mouth, 
it is not even the moſt external parts of 
| theſe that are firſt apt to ſuffer. 
In a few inſtances the diſeaſe no doubt 
appears firſt upon the outward parts of 
the noſe, but in a great proportion of caſes 
the more internal parts are previouſly at- 
tacked : The patient at firſt complains of 
a troubleſome ſtoppage in one of his nol- 
trils, accompanied with ſome degree of 
tenderneſs and pain-at a particular point. 
This is often ſo deeply ſeated in the noſtril 
that it cannot be ſeen, being frequently 
upon ſome part of one of the oſſa ſpongioſa; 
but when the under part of the in ge Is 
223 diſeaſed, 
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a together ch Ap? 8 of the 
membrane of the noſe, a ſmall foul ulcer. is 
perceived, which i 18 either covered with. a 
white ſlough, or a firm brown cruſt ; and 


on this being removed, although the parts 


beneath may appear clean and red, they | 
ſoon become equally foul and floughy as 


before. 8 


In the commencement _ W hn" Face ip: 


tions, the diſcharge is commonly ſmall; 


but on longer continuance, the. or 

forms 1 in greater quantities, when it uſu- - 
ally becomes thin and fœtid. 1 the ul 
cers are ſeated on any part of the oſſa 


ſpongioſa, the bone ſoon becomes diſeaſed, 


and the matter acquires a black dirty co- 
lour; it becomes larger in quantity, and 
the fcetor ſtill more conſiderable than at 


firſt. In this ſtage of the diſeaſe large 


portions of theſe bones are apt to ſeparate 


and come away; but before coming this 
length, other ſymptoms have commonly 


made their appearance. A weeping eye, 
as it is termed, or a conſtant flow of tears 
over the ok frequently occurs in this 
_ ſtage of the diſeaſe, owing to the under 
: | 0G. 
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nates behind the os pong sc ien terien, 
being apt to be ſtopped by the diſeaſe of 


this bone. The ſenſe of ſmelling becomes 


impaired, and in ſome is entirely deſtroy- 4 


ed; and the figure of the noſe is at laſt 


affected, in the firſt place becoming well 
ed, red, and painful, upon the parts im- 


mediately above thoſe that are ulcerated, 


and afterwards loſing its prominency by 


the bones of which it is formed coming. 


away. This does not happen while the 
diſeaſe is confined to the ſpongy bones of 
the noſe; but the ſeptum itſelf becomes af- 


fected, in which caſe there is always much 


hazard of the face being disfigured by this 


bone giving way, when the noſe i is apt to 


fall nearly or entirely flat. 
This is the uſual courſe of ulcers in the 
noſe; but inſtead of attacking the inter- | 


nal parts in the firſt inſtance, we meet 
| with them occaſionally upon the cartila- 
ginous parts of the noſe, in which caſe 


they commonly begin with ſome degree 
of inflammation of the Kin. After the 


| fries has ** red: and te 

time, ſmalk Wenne an Upon it, 
and theſe at laſt running togecher, fbr 
of greater or leſſer extent 1s! formed: b 
the whole. Like all other venereal for; 880 
ulcers in this. ſitüat ion are alw | 


fenfive, and the ſkin for ſome way round! | 


te matter. they diſcharge i is thin and of- 


their edges is of an eryſipelatous red co 


4 - 
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jour; When the cartilaginous ſubſtance of 
the noſe becomes affected, the ſores are 
apt to put on a imer appearanee; 
nor has mercury the effect of ſtopping 
their progreſs ſo readily here as in Other 
parts of the body: This has in ſome in- 


ſtances ; been the cauſe 'of þ venereal ulcers 


in this part being treated as cancers, by 
which, even. after being extirpated; the 
diſeaſe has again returned, when a cure 


might eaſily have been accompliſhed b 4 | 


the mercury having been continued for a 
due length. of time at firſt. 7 4 5 
Every part of the mouth is dente, 
chil ſeat of venereal ulcers; but although 
Www — from time to t time on the in- 
ade 


* 
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fade of * e and on the gums, they 
are moſt frequent upon the palate and 
tongue. In other parts of the mouth theſe 
ulcers appear without any previous warn- 
ing, being for the moſt part fully formed 
on being firſt noticed; but in the palate 
ulceration ſeldom takes place till the parts 
have been inflamed for ſome time. A deep 
copper - coloured ſpot 1s at firſt perceived 
ſomewhere between the uvula and middle 
of the palate. This at laſt becomes ulce- 
rated; and it is worthy of remark, that 
in no part of the body do venereal ſores 
advance with ſuch rapidity as they do 
here. In this reſpect they are different 
even from venereal ſores in the throat. 
Theſe laſt, as I have already had occaſion 
to remark, {ſeldom proceed to any great 
depth, nor do they advance with much 
quickneſs ; but here their progreſs is not 
only rapid, but they go at once to the full 
depth of all the ſoft parts covering the 
bones, and in moſt inſtances ſoon do much 
injury to the bones themſelves. I have 


known the bones of the palate | become diſ- 
eaſed 


. 


* 
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eaſed in the courſe of a few Aye from the 
firſt appearance of ulceration; and it is 
not uncommon to find a great part of the 
velum pendulum palati deſtroyed in the 
ſpace of a few days from the time that it 


was firſt perceived to be affected. 


Venereal ulcers of theſe parts have at 
times been miſtaken for, and treated as 
ulcers of a very different kind, but with 
due attention this may perhaps in every 
inſtance be prevented. We are more apt 


to fall into the error of amm other 
ſores as venereal. | 


Both in the mouth and noſe venereal 


ulcers have been miſtaken for cancerous 


ſores; and in the noſe they ſometimes 
bear a reſemblance to herpetic affections. 
From both of theſe we diſtinguiſh them, 
not only by the hiſtory of each particu- 


lar caſe, but by the different appearances 


which theſe affections actually aſſume. 
Where a patient with herpetic eruptions 


on other parts of his body is attacked 
with ſores of a ſimilar nature upon his 


noſe: or r lips, there will be reaſon to think 
3 that 


that they originate from the ſame cauſe ; 
but where this is not the cafe, and parti- 
culatly when it is known that the patient 
either labours under Lues Venerea at the 
time, or that he was lately affected with 
it, and not properly cured, this of itſelf 
muſt give ground to ſuppoſeè that they are 
venereal. Herpetic ſores ſeldom go to a 
greater depth than the ſkim; whereas ve- 
nereal ulcers, whether on the noſe or lips, 
are apt to penetrate deep into the parts 
upon which they are ſeated. 
Cancerous ſores are diſtinguiſhed from 
theſe, as well as from every other variety 
of ulcer, by the ſchirrous hardneſs with 
which in every part of the body they are 
accompanied ; and they are particularly 
_ diſtinguiſhed from venereal ulcers by the 
ſmart ſhooting pains which they always 
excite; a ſymptom which does not uſually 
occur in the others. ; 
The mouth is equally liable wies the 
throat to ſores from an over quantity of 
mercury, and from patients being expoſed 
to cold when under the uſe of it. Theſe 
5 are 
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are more an to diſtingurſh had any 
others from the real venereal ulcer ; for 
befides the reſemblance which in ſome.cir- 
cumſtances they bear to them, as they 
commonly occur while the patient is un- 
der cure of ſome ſymptom of ſyphilis, this 
of itſelf is apt to create ſuſpic ion concern- 
ing them. Independent of this, the very 
Aituation of the ſores gives ſome cauſe to 
ſuppoſe that they may be venereal, ſo that 
we are apt to conſider every ulcer on 
theſe parts as being of this nature. 

Sores ariſing from this effect of mer- 
cury, although ſomewhat reſembling the 

true venereal ulcer, may readily be di- 
 ſtinguiſhed from it by whoever has paid 
attention to this branch of buſineſs. Ve- 
nereal ulcers are circumſcribed, and in 
the mouth, whether upon the inſide of the 
lips, cheeks, gums, or tongue, they are 
always of a corroding and ſomewhat of a 
cancerous. appearance. There is ſeldom 
at firſt more than one fore, which does 
not, however, continue long ftationary, 
for in this ſituation venereal ſores extend 
. 
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quickly. Now ſores ariſing from mercury 
are always diffuſed, and we commonly 
find them in different parts of the mouth 

at the ſame time. Like the firſt appear- 


"ance of the venereal ulcer in theſe parts, 


they are always ſuperficial, but they have 


not that corroding aſpect which the other 


aſſumes; and although foul and ſloughy, 
their colour is materially different from 
thoſe that are venereal. The latter are 
commonly of a dirty brown colour, in 


ſome inſtances with'a ſlight tinge of yel- 


low; whereas the other has always a whi- 


tiſh appearance, as if the patient had new- 
* been drinking milk. 


The ſituation of the ſores alſo affords 
ſome means of diſtinction. Thoſe ariſing 
from mercury ſeem to be induced chiefly 


by the preſſure of the teeth and gums up- 


on thoſe parts that are more particularly 


acted upon by the medicine ; ſo that we 
always find them where the ſwelling 1s 


greateſt, and the preſſure moſt conſider- 
able: Hence they are moſt frequent on 
the ſides of the tongue; near to the angles 


of 


cheeks ; and when they take place in one 
of theſe ſituations, we uſually find them 
prevail over the others. Now the true 


venereal ulcer attacks one part juſt as 


readily as another; ; ſeldom at firſt more 
than one part at once, and we find it fully 
as frequent upon the upper part of the 
tongue, and between the tongue and the 


| teeth, where preſſure has little or no in- 
fluence, as in other parts of the mouth. 
2 With due attention to theſe appear- 
- WT ances, and to the hiſtory of the caſe, no 
. practitioner of obſervation will ever re- 

W main long in doubt ; 3 but where any un- 
i: ll certainty takes place, the beſt method of 
g removing tt is to deſiſt entirely from the 
y Nude of mercury. If the ſores are venereal. 
p- i they will ſoon become worſe, if not, they 
ly will bon diſappear when the ſwelling and 
re tenderneſs induced by the mercury are 
is gone. I think it proper, however, to re- 
er- mark, that this kind of fore does not al- 
on vays heal as ſoon as might be expected. 
les In ſome inſtances, the ſwelling of the 
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mouth, produced by mercury, continues 
for a great length of time. I have known 


it in a very obvious manner more than 


two months after any mercury had been 
exhibited. In ſuch caſes, the ſores pro- 
ceeding from this cauſe do not readily 
heal ; and where due weight is not allow- 
ed to the effect of this, more mercury is 
in ſuch circumſtances apt to be given, by 


which the conſtitution is not only often 


injured, but the very ſores for which the 
medicine was prefcribed are rendered 
worſe. In ſome caſes this no doubt pro- 
ceeds from inattention or want of experi- 
ence on the part of the practitioner; but it 
alſo often originates from the fear and anx- 
iety of patients, who, doubting of the real 
nature of the ſores, and dreading their in- 
fluence upon the conſtitution, are often ſo 
impatient, that in a concealed manner they 
perſevere in the uſe of mercury long after 
they have been deſired to lay it aſide. 

I have inſiſted the more upon this from 

a very conſiderable number of caſes ha- 


ving fallen within my obſervation of the 
| moſt 
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moſt diſtreſsful conſequences being pro- 
duced by meaſures of an oppoſite nature 
being purſued. | Lf ns 

Patients are ſo eaſily alarmed with 
whatever gives cauſe to ſuſpe& that the 


virus is not entirely removed, that even 


the moſt trifling circumſtances, when 
treated with inattention by practitioners, 
may be followed with very important con- 
ſequences. A ſpoiled tooth, with ſharp 
ragzed edges, 1s very apt to produce a ſore 
upon that part of the cheek or tongue to 
which it is contiguous ; and as it takes 
place in a flow imperceptible manner, 

without exciting pain, and produces a foul 
ſore, ſomewhat reſembling a venereal ul- 
cer, if the real cauſe of it be not diſcover- 


ed and removed, very troubleſome conſe- 


quences are apt to enſue from it. From 
this cauſe alone I have known a patient 
put under a tedious courſe of mercury, 
which, with common attention, would not 
have happened ; for wherever an ulcer 
torms, either on the inſide of the cheek, 

or on the tongue, the ſtate of the conti- 
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Z guous teeth ſhould be examined ; and 
N where any ſpiculæ, or inequalities are diſ- 
covered, the whole ſhould be removed, 
and due time allowed for the ſores after- 
wards to heal, before any other method of 
cure is recommendec. 


96. 


Venereul Blotches. 


NexT to the parts which I have men- 
tioned, the matter of Lues Venerea is moſt 
apt to fix upon the ſurface of the body in 
the form of eruptions, or what are com- 
monly termed Blotches. In a few caſes 
the ſkin is affected before either the throat, 
noſe, or mouth ; but this is by no means 
frequent. 

Y Every part of the body! is liable to theſe 
blotches, but they appear more frequent- 
i ly on ſome parts than on others. The 
= : cauſe 
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cauſe of this is difficult to explain, for 
when the whole ſyſtem is affected, we 


* 


- 


cannot à priori ſay why one part ſhould 
more readily be attacked than another, 
but there is no doubt of the fact. In ac- 
counting for this diſeaſe fixing moſt fre- 
uently upon the throat, noſe, and mouth, 
ome have 1ngeniouſly Frwathed that there 
is probably {ome particular attraction be- 
tween mucus and the matter of this diſ- 
eaſe, from theſe parts being plentifully 
ſupplied with mucous glands; and mer- 
cury being particularly apt to affect theſe 
parts, while we know that mercury in 
every form very readily combines with 
mucus, a theory has been built upon this 
to account for the action of mercury in 
the cure of the diſeaſe. Admitting the 
opinion to be well founded, but which 
does not appear to be the caſe, ſtill it 
would not account for the matter of this 
diſeaſe being particularly apt to fix upon 
the ſkin, perioſteum, and bones, parts 
which are leſs plentifully ſupplied with mu- 
cons glands than any others of the body. 
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Neither does the idea hold good here, 


which we have already had occaſion to 
notice, and which ſome have endeavoured 
to ſupport, of the matter of this diſeaſe 
having a particular attraction for parts 
that are moſt expoſed to the atmoſphere, 


In the riſe and progreſs of the venerea] 


eruption the reverſe of this appears to be 
the caſe. Ev 
I have obſerved above, that every part 


of the body is liable to be attacked with 


theſe blotches; but we find from daily 
obſervation, that they appear both more 
frequently and more earl y in the diſeaſe, 
on ſuch parts as are kept well covered 
than on thoſe that are not covered at all. 
We no doubt meet with them both on the 
face and hands; but for one inſtance of 


this we have eight or ten of their appear- 


ing upon the breaſt and arms; and next 


to theſe, they attack in ſucceſſion and with 


ſome regularity, the ſhoulders, thighs, legs, 
feet, and hands. Of theſe laſt the extre- 


mities of the toes are often the parts firſt 


_ | affected, 
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affected, particularly the parts lying be- 
neath and round the nails. | 


Venereal blotches do not at fr excite _ 


pain: A flight degree of itchy uneaſineſs 


is the firſt ſenſation which they produce. 


When examined in this ſtate, they are 
found to conſiſt of a number of ſmall di- 


ſtint patches, ſcarcely riſing above the 


| ſurface of the ſurrounding parts, and ſel- 
dom exceeding the ſize of a fſixpence. 


They are of a pale red colour, and when 


ſmartly rubbed, the cuticle falls off in the 
form of fine bran, leaving the ſkin beneath 
ſomewhat more deeply tinged with red. 


The ſkin, however, does not appear to be 


otherwiſe injured ; and when the blotches 


are allowed to diſappear of themſelves, as 
they commonly do, the ſkin is, for a con- 


fiderable time, found to be perfectly ſound, 


and not even altered in colour. 

But although in ſome inſtances theſe 
eruptions diſappear from time to time, no 
advantage is gained from this: they ei- 
ther proceed from one part to another, or 


they attack the ſame parts again with 


G 4 more 
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more violence. In returning upon parts 
where they have been before, the cuticle - 
is more elevated from the ſkin beneath ; 
and on being removed, the ſkin itſelf ! 18 
found to be either ſomewhat inflamed or 
in a ſtate of tenderneſs approaching to ul- 
ceration. The ſkin not being in a ſtate 
fit for producing cuticle, a ſcab or cruſt 
Now forms upon the tenden parts. In the 
courſe of a few days matter forms beneath, 
which for ſome time oozes out at the 
ſides, till the cruſt ſeparating and falling 
oft, the foundation 1s thus formed of the 
true venereal ulcer, of which a deſcription 
will afterwards be given. 

In ſome caſes, theſe red, or rather mot- 
tled blotches, inſtead of proceeding'to the 
ſtate of ulcer in the manner that I have 
juſt deſcribed, are all covered over with 
an infinite number of very ſmall pimples, 

each of which contains matter ; and from 
theſe running together a cruſt is formed, 
which likewile falls off at laſt, and in this 


manner a ſtate of uleeration | is produced. 
When 


; 


- 


When venereal - blotches take place 
among the hair, which ey frequently 
do, as they do not in their firſt ſtage riſe 


much above the level of the ſurrounding 


parts, and as they never in this ſtate create 
much uneafineſs, they are ſeldom perceiv- 


ed till a ſcab or cruſt begins to form; and 


as the matter on 00z1ng out gets matted 
into flakes with the hair, we are longer in 
this ſituation than in other parts of the 
body, of getting a view of the parts be- 
neath, which, on the cruſt falling off, are 
always in a ſtate of ulceration, forming 
what is commonly termed the corona ve- 
neris. 5 - 
In the palms of the hands and ſoles of 
the feet the firmneſs of the ſkin prevents 
theſe blotches from appearing ſo obviouſly 
as in other parts. The cuticle is here ei- 
ther ſeparated in broad flakes, early in 
the diſeaſe, or if it is ſo firm as to confine 
the matter for any length of time, it at 
laſt burſts out, when the parts beneath are 
found to be ulcerated. 
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tf is chiefly in this eruptive ſtate of 


Lues Venerea that it attacks the nails of 


the fingers and toes. The cuticle which 
ſurrounds them is perceived to be red and 
tender; the parts below the nails alſo be- 

come red, and the nails at laſt become 


looſe and fall off. 
The appearances moſt ſimilar to vene- 


real blotches, and with which they have 


frequently been confounded, are, all the 
variety of herpetic eruptions, particularly 
ſuch as do not yield much matter. There 
is however one remarkable difference be- 
tween them in the nature of the matter 
which they afford. The matter of the 
true venereal eruption is ſo tough and viſ- 


cid that it does not crack, and commonly 


remains upon the parts perfectly entire, 
till it ſeparates and comes away; whereas 
in herpes, although the matter is in one 
variety of the diſeaſe of a viſcid glutinous 
nature, it does not form into flakes, as it 
very univerſally does in Lues Venerea. 
It ſometimes forms into cruſts, but theſe 
break 


SeR. II. 


break and come away in ſmall pieces, and 
in others it often falls off in the form of 
fine bran, $2635 FORM | 

In herpes the eruption appears moſt 
frequently in the form of a circle, and the 
parts which it ſurrounds appear to be 


of Dues Venerea. © or 


ſound : Hence by the common people it 


is uſally termed ring-worm. - Theſe cir- 
cles or rings are of every variety of ſize, 
but they are ſeldom leſs than a half-crown 
piece. Now the venereal blotch is not 
often larger than a ſixpence, and never 
exceeds the fize of a ſhilling; and the 
whole ſkin of the parts affected appears 
to be nearly in an equal degree of diſeaſe. 
The mottled appearance which they 
aſſume gives cauſe indeed to ſuppoſe that 
ſome parts of the ſkin remain ſound ; but 
on examination with a magnifying glaſs 
the whole is found to be more or leſs diſ- 
eaſed. Whereas in herpes, the parts ſur- 
rounded with the ring appear to be equal- 

ly ſound with any part of the body. - 
In judging of this point we derive no 
ſmall aſſiſtance from attending to the ſitu- 
ation 
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ation of the eruption, as well as from the 


Hiſtory of its riſe and progreſs. I have 
had occaſion to obſerve that the venereal 


eruption appears moſt frequently at firſt 


upon the breaſt and arms. Indeed this 
very commonly happens ; whereas in her- 


pes it is moſt frequent upon the under 


part of the abdomen, and about the hands 
and avid... 55 
WMhen to all theſe circumſtances we add, 
that in the venereal eruption there is com- 
monly much cauſe for ſuſpicion, from the 
patient's courſe of life, and perhaps even 
From the exiſtence at the time of ſome 
other ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, and that 
in herpes we often find that the patient 
has either at ſome former period been li- 
able to eruptions of a fimilar nature, or 
that they have prevailed in his family, 
ſcarcely any cauſe for doubt can remain. 
Herpetic eruptions and venereal blotch- 


es ſometimes occur in the ſame perſon at 


the ſame time. In this caſe it may be 
Gifficult or perhaps impoſſible to diſtin- 
guiſh them; but no great inconvenience 
0 - can 


* 


can ariſe from this, for the exiſtence of 
e venereal affection ertai 
is, as being the moſt important of the 
two, muſt have the ſpecific remedy em- 
ployed for removing it, and if the other 
eruption continues. after the venereal 
blotches are carried off, proper remedies 
muſt be employed for it. . 
I know no other eruption that may not 
caſily diſtinguiſhed from venereal 
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RET, Of YVenereal Ulcers. 


iven a deſcription of chancres, or ulcers 
produced by the local application of the 
venereal virus. It is thoſe ulcers. we are 
now to conſider which take place in more 
advanced ſtages of the diſeaſe, and which 
evidently 
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evidently proceed. from the virus having 
ee rh 1e ſyſtem. In F 4. and 5. vene- 
real ulcers of the throat, noſe, and mouth, 
have been deſcribed, but ulcers from the 
ſame cauſe appear occaſionally in almoſt 
every part of the body. 

But although no part of the body: 5 IS 
perhaps entirely exempted from theſe ul- 
cers, I mean no external part of it, yet ſome 
parts are much more liable to be attacked 
with them than others ; and it is a fact 5 
worthy of remark, that there is no part of 
the ſurface of the body on which they do 
not occur more frequently than on the 


genitals. Indeed venereal ulcers of theſe 


parts, from infection of the conſtitution, 
do not often fall within our obſervation. 
Almoſt every ulcer on the genitals may be 
traced to a recent and local N of - 
the virus. Ws . 
We have already had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve that venereal blotches are apt to ter- 
minate in ulcers. Hence the venereal ul- 
cer is moſt frequent on theſe parts that 


are chiefly liable to theſe eruptions, parti- 


cularly 


n „ 3 3 
err, 5 75 He 5 2 — A " 15} 
. *. $ IT v3 FE N 8 
L 9 al 5 . e 45 be 7 
AS 2 AH, N N N * 
ele e i E * 
* N l » 1 e 
. 8 5274 3 18 PL 2a tt: — I p 
1 I 35 5 8 71 75 4 SE SY 2 
7 : N F s : \ 
7 


3 the hank n. and arms. 
We often meet with them among the hair, 
and between the fingers and toes. In the 


latter ſtages of the diſeaſe indeed, I have 


met with them more frequently upon the 
ſides of the toes than on any other part. 
For the moſt part the venereal ulcer is 


preceded either by blotches, ſuch as we 


have juſt deſcribed, or by a number of 
very {mall pimples; but I have met with 
ſome inſtances of a part becoming ulce- 
rated without either of theſe appearances 


going before it. In this caſe a ſlight de- ; 


gree of itchy neſs prevails for ſome days, 


and the part is ſcarcely obſerved to be diſ- 


| coloured before an ulcer is perceived. 


In whatever manner a venereal ulcer 


may form, the appearances which it after- 
wards exhibits are nearly the ſame. A con- 


fiderable deſtruction of parts ſoon takes 


place; more quickly indeed than uſually 
happens from any other cauſe except mor- 


tification. Inſtead of proceeding gradually 
from the ſurface downwards, as other ul- 


cers do, a certain Portion of the ſoft parts 


between 
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between the affected ſpot of the ſkin and 
bone beneath ſeem to be contaminated at 
once ; for almoſt. as ſoon as the ſkin be- 
comes evidently ulcerated, the correſpond- 
ing parts beneath not only appear to be diſ- 
eaſed, but are ſoon thrown ſo entirely out 
that ſcarcely any thing but the Ion 


is left to cover the bone. 


The ſides and bottom of venereal alters 
of every deſcription are at firſt always 
foul ; but while chancres and all recent 
ulcers are uſually white and ſloughy, ſores 
proceeding from the diſeaſe having en- 
tered the conſtitution are of a dirty brown 
appearance. The matter which they diſ- 
charge is ſometimes thin, and fo acrid as 


to deſtroy the contiguous parts, but for 


the moſt part it is more tough and ad- 
hefive than good pus. It has often a ſin- 
gularly green colour, particularly in ul- 
cers on that Part of the head covered with 


hair, and it is always of a very diſagree- 
able fœtid ſmell. 


Theſe ulcers are ſeldom accompanied 
with much pain; for although the ſkin 
7 which 
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which ſurrounds them has always a ten- 
der appearance, being in almoſt every in- 
ſtance of an eryſipelatous red colour, they 
can bear to be handled more freely than 
ſores of any other kind of equal extent. 
The parts, in ſome caſes indeed, ſeem to 
be deprived of their natural ſenſibility ; 
and I have in ſuch inſtances found that one 
of the firſt effects of mercury preſcribed 
for the cure has been to render them more 
irritable. 

Venereal ulcers ariſing from diſeaſe i in 
the ſyſtem, differ from all ſuch as are lo- 
cal, in our not being able to render them 
clean or bring them to a healing ſtate by 
any external application that we can em- 
ploy. Whenever the cauſe is doubtful, 
they are commonly treated with local re- 
medies ; but no advantage is ever derived 
from them. Even the moſt powerful de- 
tergents have no influence. The parts 
ſtill remain foul. The matter continues 
to increaſe in acrimony; and if a courſe 
of mercury is not. preſcribed, or if not 
given in ſufficient quantity, the ſores not 

Vor. II. "Tl only 
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only become more extenſive, but more 


numerous, by parts taking on a diſpoſition 


to ulcerate which did not previouſly bear 

any mark of diſeaſe, 
This deſcription of venereal ulcers com- 

prehends all the ordinary appearances of 


theſe ſores ; but ſome difference is pro- 


duced in them by a variety of cauſes; by 
the nature of the parts in which they are 
ſeated; by the conſtitution being ſound or 
affected with other diſeaſes; and by the 
effects of ſuch remedies as may have been 


employed without being ſufficiently pow. 


erful to accompliſh a cure, 
In a great proportion of caſes venereal 
ulcers are ſeated in the ſkin and cellular 


membrane. In the firſt inſtance, indeed, 


theſe are the only parts that are affected; 


but in more advanced periods of the dil- 


eaſe, we find the virus fixing upon the 
tendons, faſciæ of the muſcles, perioſteum, 
and bones. The parts leaſt liable to be 


attacked with it are the glands, particu- 
larly thoſe of the Iymphatic ſyſtem, but 


occaſionally even thoſe glands become af- 
fected, 
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fected. . Now we may eaſily ſuppoſe, that 
the ordinary appearance of the venereal 
ulcer, that which it exhibits when ſeated 
in the cellular ſubſtance, will be material- 
ly different from that which it affords in 
the tendons, faſciæ, glands, or bones. It 
is difficult, however, and perhaps impoſ- 
ſible, to give an adequate deſcription of the 
different appearances which proceed from- 
this difference of fituation. It is from ex- 
perience alone that a knowledge of this 
can be obtained, 

The appearances of venereal ulcers are 
more or leſs affected by every diſeaſe 


which the ſyſtem may at the time labour 
under. Some indeed have contended that 
no two diſeaſes can exiſt in the conſtitu- 


tion at the {ſame time. This remark, how- 
ever, is certainly ill-founded. From daily 


_ obſervation, we find, not only that the H- 
em may be affected with different diſeaſes 


at the ſame time, but that two diſeaſes 


may at the ſame time fix upon the ſame 


part. Of the firſt we have inſtances with- 


out end. It happens in the combination 


H2 of 
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of fever with every variety of general 
cachexy, ſuch as dropſy, juandice, and 
many others; of ſmall-pox with ſcrophula, 
and ſcrophula with ſcurvy; all of which 
are often met with, exiſting, and mak 
progreſs in the ſame perſon at the ſame 
time; and of local complaints combining 
in the ſame part, a variety of inſtances 
might alſo be adduced. I have at pre- 
ſent a perſon who had long been liable to 
piles, who ſome time 'ago was attacked 
with condylomatous excreſcences about 
the anus from a venereal taint; to- theſe 
| ſucceeded a common abſceſs from inflam- 
mation, and laſt of all the parts have be- 
come cancerous. As all of theſe are ob- 
viouſly in exiſtence at this moment upon 
the ſame parts, and as inſtances of other 
combinations of local diſeaſes are occur- 
ring daily, it is with ſurpriſe and aſtoniſh- 
ment we perceive much labour and inge- 
nuity employed to prove that this connec- 
tion of diſeaſes never takes place, and in a 
work too which does the Ride ec to 


the A gy 8 
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The opinion . the . of! that 

4 endeavours to eſtabliſh, is indeed ſo | 

= contrary to the obſervation of all who 
I have paid attention to the ſubject, that J 
8 ſhould not have judged it neceſſary to 
notice it, were it not with a view of pre- 

' venting tbe young and unexperienced from 

being miſled by it; for were it to be re- 

ceived as a general principle, in a variety 

of circumſtances it would have no ſmall 

HH influence on practice, and would often, I 
i 3 am afraid, be productive of diſtreſs and 
W diſappointment both to patients and prac- 

_ tiftioners#®;; ---: EO, | 
If this opinion was 25 founded, every 

| ulcer of the venereal kind ariſing from 


diſeaſe of the conſtitution ſhould yield 
to mercury alone: Inftead of which, do 
. a ve not daily meet with ſores of this kind, 
e. in which mercury by itſelf fails entirely, 
2 and in which from the conſtitution be- 
0 ing at the ſame time infected with ſcro- 
=O 3 1 Phula 


| * The Ras to which I allude is Mr John Hun- ; 
he ter 8 Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe. 


. * 
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phula, or fine: other diſeaſe, bark and 
other remedies muſt be employed before 
any progreſs towards a cure can be ob- 


tained? This combination of Lues Vene- 


rea with other diſeaſes, particularly with 


ſcrophula and ſcurvy, is indeed, I appre- 


hend, the moſt frequent obſtacle that we 
meet with in the cure of almoſt every 
ſymptom of this diſeaſe. Buboes, as well 
as ulcers, are always obſtinate where ſcro- 
phula prevails; and the ſlighteſt tenden- 


cy to ſcurvy puts it out of our power to 


employ mercury in ſuch quantities as the 
cure of venereal ulcers often requires. 


'The effects of this are chiefly perceived 


at ſea, where a patient with Lues Vene- 
rea is ſure to have all the ſymptoms ag- 
gravated, particularly ſuch ulcers as may 
prevail, on his being attacked with ſcurvy, 
The ulcers not only put on a worſe ap- 
pearance, but till the ſcorbutic affection is 
removed, the farther uſe of mercury 1s for 
the moſt part obliged to be laid aſide. 
The deſcription of the venereal ulcer 


which I have Siven above relates to the 


diſeaſe 
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diſeaſe in its more early fans and where 9 
no mercury has been employed. Wen 
mercury 18 preſcribed, and has entered  _ 


the ſyſtem, ſores of this deſcription ſoon 


put on a healing appearance; and if the : 
medicine is continued, the cure altally x 
goes on without interruption. But if, in- — 
ſtead of being perfiſted 1 in for a due length 1 
1 of time, the mercury is 1aid aſide before the = 
virus is eradicated, an effect reſults from 
it which could not à priori be looked for. | 
W This partial effect of mercury not only e 
Hives a different appearance to venereal "Fo 
A ſores, but commonly renders them more 


obſtinate. If the ſores have healed, and 
again break out, although they will not 
go to ſuch a depth as they did in the firſt | 
proceſs of ulceration, they will ſpread far: 


ther, and become more numerous. BY 1 I 
this imperfect application of mercury, a 8 A 
diſpoſition ſeems to be formed, not only : 
in the parts contiguous to the old ſores, -., 
but in almoſt all the ſoft parts of tha ba- _ ©; 'A 
dy, to go readily into a, ſtate of ulcera- _ 
tion; and although the new ſores which 1 
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; take place do not go deeper than n cel. 


lular membrane, they daily become more 


numerous, inſomuch that the parts in 


which they are chiefly ſeated are apt to 


1 a honey- comb appearance. 


But although theſe newly formed ul. 


cers ſeldom penetrate to ſuch a depth as 
thoſe to which they ſucceeded, they aſ- 
ſume every other appearance of the true 
venereal ulcer. 
what ſpongy: They are not attended with 
much pain, and the ſurrounding ſkin has 
an eryſipelatous, or copper- colour com- 


plexion. In the courſe of my experience, 


however, they have always proved to be 


of more difficult management than the 


others; ; nor does mercury act with ſuch 


certainty in removing them. The fame 


ſores either continue obſtinately to reſiſt 


the effect of this remedy, or if theſe _ 
others break out, and thus ſpread over 
very conſiderable extent of ſurface, 5 


all the appearances of the Phagadenic or 


depaſcent ulcer of authors. 


They are foul and ſome- 


3 | 


. 
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Hitherto I have been-ſuppoſing that the 
diſeaſe is confined to the ſoft parts of the 


body; but where the ulcers, as now de- 
| ſcribed; have been neglected, or where the 
remedies employed for removing them have 


not proved effectual, they are apt to affect 
both the bones and tendons; and where 


ſores take place upon any of theſe parts, 1 


their appearances are materially different 


| | from thoſe of: the common venereal ulcer, 
Tze parts affected, inſtead of being cor- 
f roded, and hollowed out in the form of a 


cup, as they uſually are in the venereal : 
ulcer, are filled with a ſoft fungous ſub- 


| ſtance of an unhealthy complexion, which 
W bleeds freely on being injured, and which 
always returns ſoon on being deſtroyed 
with eſcharotics. The diſcharge of theſe 
W ulcers, when ſeated upon carious bones, 1s Sn 


thin, and of a brown colour, and ſtill 
more fœtid than the ordinary diſcharge . 
of venereal ulcers in the ſofter parts of 
the body. When the ſurface of a tendon 


becomes ulcerated the parts are not only 
e 
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become callous ; and a much greater de- 


16 f the Symptoms, Ch. IV. 
ſoft arid "FIRE but-more foul. or ſloughy 


than ſores of almoſt any other kind. 


There is another variety of venereal 


ulcer of which it is proper to take notice, 


I mean that which ſucceeds to the burſting 


of a bubo. Seated in the body of a gland, 


this kind of ſore has a very different ap- 


pearance from the common venereal ulcer, 


which attacks, as we have juſt ſeen, the 
ſkin and cellular ſubſtance only. Buboes 
are always accompanied with pain and 


inflammation: Hence when matter forms 
in them, it is of the purulent kind. But 


although the matter of buboes is always 


more or leſs purulent at firſt, it uſually be- 
comes thin and acrid at laſt, owing to 
ſores of this deſcription, on the farther 


continuance of the diſeaſe, being apt to 


become eryſipelatous. Befides this change 


which takes place in the nature of the 
matter, the parts in which it was collected, 
although at firſt they have all the appear- 


ances of a common abſceſs, at laſt become 
Foul and ſpongy; the edges of the forc 


greet 


Sed. IT, Lues Lene 1 


| gree of pain rakes place than almoſt ever 
accompanies” the anime Fg ofy the 
true venereal ulcer | 
But although the fore kinks Fo 
| to a bubo is neceſſarily at firſt always in 
the body of a gland, we find at laft that 
it is apt to ſpread and affect the conti- 
W vous parts. The matter pervading the 
cellular ſubſtance ſinuſes form; and the 
| | ſkin becoming inflamed, the foundation is 
thus laid for the formation of other ſores. 
In this manner the ulcers which ſucceed 
to buboes frequently {ſpread to a great ex- 
tent, one part either breaking out as ano- 
ther heals, or perhaps the whole continu- 
ing open, ſo as to leave all the upper part 
Jof the thigh, and in ſome caſes, the under 
part of the e covered with ſmall 


ſores. | - 
No part of the treatment Lues Vene- 
rea gives more diſtreſs to patients, or more 
embarraſſment to practitioners, than the 
management of this ulcerated ſtate of bu- 
boes; which, beſides being accompanied 
wich much pain, is often one of the moſt 
obſtinate 


ee 


708 Of the Symiptoms ch. Iv: 


N obfiioace ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. Inſtead 
of yielding to the uſe of mercury, ſores 
of this deſcription become often more ob- 
ſtinate after mercury has been employed; 

fever is apt to take place; and where the 
conſtitution i is not very robuſt, they even 
ſometimes end in the death of. the a- 
n : Ot 

This great degree of i inveteracy in theſe 
ſores may orignate from different cauſes  . 
but I have commonly found that it takes 
place in ſcrophulous conſtitutions, and in 
ſuch as are particularly delicate. It may 
alſo be remarked, that among our com- 
mon people this kind of ſore is ſtill more 
obſtinate in thoſe who live in damp ſitua- 
lions, as is uſually the caſe with Weavers, 
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0 Nodes, and other Swellings of 0 


5 Ateum, Bones, and Tendons. Fe 


WV 


A Node is a hard circumſcribed tumour, 


proceeding from a bone being attacked 


with the venereal virus. The perioſteum, 
tendons, ligaments, and even faſciæ of the 
muſcles, are alſo liable to be attacked with 
the matter of this diſeaſe. 
The venereal poiſon, however, does not 


readily fix upon theſe harder parts of the 


body. In a great proportion of caſes it 


remains long in the habit before they be- 


come affected, and when. tumours appear 
upon them, it is often at ſuch a diſtant 
period from the exiſtence of any other 


ſymptom of Lues Venerea, that both the 


patient and practitioner are apt to be de- 
ceived, and to conclude that they proceed 
from ſome other cauſe: Hence pains and 


* 


ellings 
* 2. 5 1 
— — 
f , 1 : 
* 
9 
4 
- - j 
* 


Lues Venerca. 109 


ISS 


U 
"| 
i 


e Ofthe Sbm, ch. ir. 


1 


| ſwellings occuring in this diſeaſe are of- 


ten treated as rheumatic affections, in con- 
ſequence of which, remedies are preſcri- 


bed from which no advantage is derived; 


while mercury, from which alone relief 
could be obtained, is entirely overlooked, 
But although the true venereal node ne- 


ver takes place early in the diſeaſe, I mean 


ſuch ſwellings as are of an oſſeous nature, 
and originate from the bones, yet the pe- 
rioſteum and tendons, as well as the fa- 


ſciæ of muſcles, are in ſome inſtances very 


early. affected. This I have known to 
happen almoſt as ſoon as there was cauſe 
to ſuſpect that the virus had entered the 


ſyſtem. In ſuch caſes, however, ſome ob- 


vious reaſon could always be given for 
this variation in the courſe of the diſeaſe, 
by which the virus was made to fix upon 


| theſe parts in preference to others uſually 
firſt affected. In all of them the patients 


were found to have been much expoſed to 
1:52 and dampneſs, which I have had 
many opportunities of obſerving to have 
an evident influence in exciting the virus 


of 
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of this hifaſe to fix 5 upon theſe funde. 
Soldiers infected with Lues Venerea, when 
expoſed to the cold and dampneſs to which 
they are liable in encampments, are par- 


ticularly apt to ſuffer in this manner. 
Although it is of much importance to 


| diſtinguiſh | between tumours of this de- 


ſcription ariſing from the bone, and thoſe 
which proceed from the periofteum, ten- 


dons, and muſcular faſciæ, yet it is not 
commonly done with, accuracy. They 


have all been conſidered as nodes, and 


_ blended under one general deſcription, by 
which much perplexity has taken place 


in the method of cure. 

Nodes may appear upon every bone of 
the body, but they are moſt frequent 
where the bones are thinly covered with 


muſcles : Hence. they are moſt commonly 55 


met with upon the forehead, upon the 
forepart of the tibia, and on ſome parts of 


the radius and ulna. We alſo meet with 


them on the bones of the hands and feet. 


I never, however, ſaw them on the fingers 
or toes, but I have oblerved them upon 
the 
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the Notumitiy and ribs. In two. Inſiunces; 
| where the patients died of other diſeaſes 


after being cured of Lues Venerea, and in 
whom ſevere pains had occurred in the 
middle of the thighs, nodes or: exoſtoſes 


upon the femur were diſcovered. In one 
there were two ſmall knobs or protube- 


rances, in the other upwards of twenty, 
and all of them upon the anterior part of | 


Theſe oſſeous tumours do not produce 
diy al{cration in the colour of the ſkin, 
unleſs they arrive at a larger ſize than 


uſual. Their firſt approach is diftinguiſh- 


ed by a ſlight degree of uneaſineſs in the 
parts affected. This excites the patient's 
attention, when on examination a ſmall 


hard tubercle or protuberance is diſcover- 


ed. This in a gradual manner becomes 
larger; and, while it increaſes in ſize, it 


alſo becomes more painful. By the time 
that it has acquired the bulk of half an 


ordinary walnut, and few nodes I believe 
are. ever larger than this, the ſkin has 


entrroaly become red and tender; and 


ulceration 


fed 1 8 / Lars Prncrea. 5 
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alceration, at laſt raking place, the bone, 
on being thus denuded, is not only found 2 
to be ſwelled, but completely carious,. 

This is perhaps one of the moſt painful 
ſ5mproms of Lues Venerea; for although | 


ver fails to become ſevere on the tumour 
advancing in fize. This does not depend 
ſo much, however, on any alteration pro- 
duced in the bone itſelf, as on the diſten- 
fion of the perioſteum, which the tumour 
of the bone neceſſarily occaſions; a Sir 
cumſtance of which we are rendered cer- 
tain by the pain ceaſing. entirely on the 
protuberance of the bone being laid bare, 
either by an inciſion, or by the ſoft parts 
which cover it being een by ulcera- „ 
tion. Pp 3 : TY Ps 
This 3 of a node, it is proper 
to remark, comprehends t the full progreſs 
of this kind of tumour to its laſt and ulti- 


mate ſtage; a termination that we ſeldom 
meet with, if i it be not among the poor and 
Fl deſtitute. 1 Mercury i 18 commonly preſcri- 
= bed as ſoon as the nature of the tumour be- 


Vox. II. 85 „ comes 


/ , 3 


the pain is at firſt always moderate; it ne- 
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comes Avia," and as this puts a flop to 
its farther increaſe, it is by great inatten- 
tion or miſmanagement only that the ſur: 
rounding ſoft parts are ever allowed to 
ulcerate. When ulceration takes, place, 
the parts ſoon aſſume alt the appearances 
of the true venereal ulcer, of which ! 
have already given a deſcription. _ 
The ſame bones upon which nodes moſt 
frequently form are liable to tumours of 
a different kind, which, from their bear- 
ing a reſemblance to nodes, have impro- 
perly been diſtinguiſhed by the fame ap- 
pellation. By ſome, indeed, alt tamours 
upon theſe parts, as welt as ſuch as occur 
in this diſeaſe upon the tendons, ligaments, | 
and faſciæ of the muſcles, are conſidered 
as nodes. This proceeds from the confu- 
ſed manner in which theſe ſymptoms were 
deſcribed by thoſe authors who firſt wrote 
upon the ſubject, and by which others have 
ſince been miſled. It requires, however, 


jn nice diſcrimination to perceive that the 


tumours to which theſe parts are liable 


from Lues Venerea are materially diffe- 
5 rent 


) 


CV OY 
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rent in their e pork” require al- 
18 difference of treatment, it becomes an 
object of no finall 3 eee to have this 
pointed out. WG OT | 
The tumours Anden mon this cd | 
are produced by an effuſion of a ſmall 


quantity of matter between the perio- 


ſteum and bone. This ſeems to proceed 
from the internal ſurface of the perioſteum 
becoming Nightly inflamed, by. which = 


few drops of a colourleſs fluid are poured 


out upon the ſurface of the bone. If not 
prevented by an early exhibition of mer- 
cury, the tumour, which was at firſt ſo 
mall as to be vith difficulty perceived, 
becomes gradually larger, and from being 
hard and colourleſs, it becomes ſoft and 
infamed. Even when of the greateſt 
bulk, however, at which it commonly ar- 
rives, this tumour does not exceed the fize | 
of the real node; for the perioſteum not 
being capable of much diſtenſion, it either 
ſoon burſts, or the tumour becoming very 
painful, relief 1 is obtained by in an 


opening into it. I } N N 
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Theſe tumours, although at firſt always 
hard, are by no means i firm as nodes. 
This, even in their commencement, ſerves 
as a ſufficient mark of diſtinction between 
them; and where matter is formed, as the 
tumour is thinly covered, a fluctuation is 
ſoon perceived, by which, in the progreſs 
of the diſeaſe, it is clearly and evidently 
diſtinguiſhed from nodes, which always 
remain hard to the laſt. 
When tumonrs of this deſcription either 
burſt or are 1aid open, although the bone 
may be found to be rough and carious, no 
ſwelling is diſcovered ; and on the ulcer 
healing by the means to be hereafter men- 
tioned, the parts appear to be reduced to 
the level of the ſurrounding ſkin ; where- 
as in real nodes, the tumour of the bone 
remains nearly, or perhaps entirely of the 
ſame ſize during the life of the patient, 
nor has mercury, or any external applica- 
tion any effect in reducing it. Some in- 
deed entertain a different opinion, but. 
where venereal tumours upon the bones 
have been removed by mercury, I have 
much 
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* alan to think that they have not 


been real nodes, but merely thoſe. ſmall 


tumours produced by effuſion which we 
have juſt been conſidering. At leaſt this 5 


has happened i in different caſes in which 
I have been concerned, where tumours, 
which at firſt were ſuppoſed to be formed 
of bone, appeared afterwards to proceed 
from effuſion ; and I have not met with a 
ſingle $a of a tumour evidently ol- 
ſeus being ever entirely removed by mer- | 
cury, or any. other medicine. 

| Beſides the tumours that we have thus | 
been ſpeaking of, there is {till another, by 


ſome alſo improperly termed a Node, with 


which the parts covering .the. hard bones 
are not unfrequently attacked in Lues Ve- 
nerea. This variety of tumour occurs 
more early i in the diſeaſe than nodes, and 
proceeds moſt frequently as I have obſer- 
ved above, from expoſure to cold and 
dampneſs. It is alſo diſtinguiſhed from 

the real node from its taking place in va- 


| rious parts of the body at once. 
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The patient at firſt complains of pains 


over the whole affected limbs; but he 


ſoon finds that one part of each limb is 


more ſeverely pained than the reſt. In 


the legs this happens about the middle of 
the tibia and fibula. In the thighs it oc- 
curs at the middle of the femur, and in 


the arms along the whole courſe of the os 


—— 


humeri, radius and ulna. 
For the moſt part theſe pains are con- 


ſidered by the patient as rheumatic ; and 


I have known many inſtances, even of 
practitioners being deceived with them. 


No advantage, however, is obtained from 
thoſe medicines which uſually give relief 


in rheumatiſm ; and at laſt the parts from 
whence the pains chiefly proceed are found 
to be ſwelled, But this ſwelling is very 


different from that fulneſs of parts which 
occurs rheumatiſm; and it differs ma- 


terially en the user in the parts which 
it attacks. The rheumatic ſwelling is 


chiefly confined to joints. In very ſevere 


caſes it no doubt ſtretches over every part 
of a limb, but it very commonly origi- 
Fr, nates 


Seed II. of Lier Veneta. 119 


nates on remains as permanently i in 
the joints: Whereas venereal ſwellings, 
and the pains with which they are accom 
panied, although they. ſometimes ſtretch 
towards the Joints, they very univerſally | 
fix upon thoſe parts of the limb that lie 
between one joint and another. In rheu- 
matiſm the whole circumference of the 
limb becomes ſwelled in nearly an equal 
degree, while in the other the tumour is 
circumſcribed, being moſt frequently con- 
fined to leſs than one half of the circum- 
ference of the limb; or when one limb 
is affected in different parts, as often hap- 
pens in the fore-arm between the elbow 
and wriſt, the ſeat of each tumour can be 
very diſtinctly traced. In the venereal 
_ ſwelling of theſe parts the tumour is firm, 
and fo deeply ſeated that on a flight exa- 
mination it is often ſuppoſed to form part 
of the bone itſelf, while that ſwelling 
which takes place in rheumatiſm is of a 
more compreſſible nature, and appears even 
on the ſlighteſt examination to be altoge- 


ther tree from the bone. beneath. RES 
As: . 
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By attention to theſe cireumſſances, as 
well as from the hiſtory of the caſe, we 
need never be under much difficulty in 
Judging of the nature of theſe fwellings, 
nor in determining when they are vene- 
real and when of a rheumatic nature. It 
is a preyailing opinion, that the difference 
between them is ſufficiently marked by the 
pain when venereal, being par ticularly ſe- 
vere when the patient is warm in bed, while 
che contrary is ſuppoſed to happen in rheu- 
matiſm. I have not found, however, that 
any dependence can be placed upon this; for 
both are apt to be very differently affec- 
ted by the tame cauſe in different patients, 
and even in the ſame patients at different 
times. Venereal pains in the bones and 
perioſteum, are no doubt in a great pro- 
portion of caſes much aggravated by the 
warmth of a bed ; but che is alſo in vari- 
ous inſtances the 78 in rheumatiſm. 
Venereal pains of this deſcription ſeem 
always to originate in the perioſteum, and 
to proceed from ſome degree of inflamma- 
tion, Which firſt begins in that membrane, 
and 
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1 and proceeds from 1 IX: to t 0 eee g 5 
parts. Like every inflammatory affection 
of membranous parts, it does not readily 
| terminate in ſuppuration. I have ſeldom 
known matter form in it: Nor do thoſe 
ſerous effuſions take place here which are 
ſo frequent in rheumatiſm; a circum- 
tance which conftitutes another charac- 

_ teriſtic diſtinction between the two diſ- 
eaſes; for rheumatiſm ſeldom arrives at a 
great height without {wellings taking place 
in the parts chiefly affected, and ahnoft all 
tumours purely rheumatic appear to be of 
the ſerous kin. = | 

Almoſt every 1 who has written 
upon Lues Venerea deſcribes affections of 
the ligaments, tendons, and faſciæ of 
mulcles, as frequent ſymptoms : This, 
however, is far from being conſiſtent with 
my experience; nor do I ſappoſe that they 
ever take place but in the moſt advanced 
ſtages of the diſeaſe, 28 

My own obſervation having led to this 
concluſion, I was induced to converſe and 
to correſpond upon the ſubject with others, 
who, from ha aving much employment in 

1 this 
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this branch of practice 1 had reaſon to 
fapppoſe would be able to give me the 
beſt account of it. The prepoſſeſſion 
which they had received from books had 
prevented them from entertaining a doubt 
of the frequency of this ſymptom, but 
none of them had ſeen it ſo often as to be 
able from his own obſervation to give a 
diſtinct or well- marked account of it. 
Venereal ulcers often penetrate to liga- 
ments, tendons, and other deep-ſeated 
parts. In this manner every practitioner 
muſt have ſeen thoſe parts affected with 
the virus of this diſeaſe; but in theſe it 
uniformly appears firſt in the ſkin, and 
proceeds to the parts beneath. Of ſwel- 
lings in the ligaments, tendons, or faſciæ 
of muſcles from this cauſe I have met 
with few inſtances; and even of theſe 
ſome were of a doubtful nature, as they 
occurred in ſcrophulous conſtitutions. 
Swellings of this deſcription in liga- 
mentous or tendinous parts, are not ſo 
painful as tumours of the perioſteum and 


bones. They are ſmall and circumſcrib- 
| ed: 
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ed: At firſt Bard and Colburleſt and Aſc 
terwards on the ſkin becoming red, they 
turn ſoft, and ſoon burſt. The matter 
which they diſcharge perhaps never par- 
takes of purulency: It is thin, and either 
nearly colourleſs or ſomewhat tinged with 
blood. The ſores which enſue are foul, 
and uſually more difficult of cure than any 
other that we meet with in this diſeaſe. 
I have ſeen different caſes of tumours of 
A conſiderable ſize, ſeated upon tendons 
as well as upon aponeurotic expanſions, 
ſuſpected to be venereal. Theſe have 
commonly been hard, and where they 
have come to create much uneaſineſs I 
have had occaſion, in ſome inſtances, to 
remove them with the ſcalpel. Two of 
theſe were on the arm upon the tendinous 
part of the biceps ; and although in both 
they had been ſuſpected to be venereal, a 
very deciſive proof was obtained of the 
contrary, for they were both extirpated, 
and the ſores healed eaſily without mer- 
ary being given. | 2 
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2 74 0! Exe creſernces about the An. 


, * | 


Tux parts of generation i in en ſexex 
are liable to be attacked with warty ex- 
creſcences in GonorrhœaM, moſt frequent- 
_ by towards the end of the diſeaſe, when 
the running is nearly gone. In ſome caſes 
they ſpread over all the contiguous parts, 
and even reach to the anus; but however 
extenſively this may happen, excreſcences 
of this warty nature in Gonorrhœa are 
always local, as we judge from their not 
being removed by mercury, and from find- 
ing that topical remedies are alone to be 
depended upon for a cure *. 

But beſides theſe, the parts about the 
anus are occaſionally attacked with EX> | 
creſcences truly venereal, which appear 

in 


'# See Vol. 1. Chapter II. Section 13. 
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in the latter ſtages of ſyphilis only, and 
of which we cannot accompliſh a cure in 
any other way than with a ch 
courſe of mercury. They are eaſily re- 
moved, either with the ſcalpel or eſchar- 
| rotics; but if mercury is not adminiſtered 
they ſoon return with more virulence 
than at firſt. W | 
In ſome caſes, 3 appear a at ah eo 
time with venereal blotches i in other parts 
of che body, Which in many inſtances they 
reſemble, being raiſed or elevated above 
the contiguous furface. Till of late I had 
not ſeen them but as a ſymprom of Sib- 
bens, and I did not ſuppoſe that they took 
place in the ordinary form of Lues Vene- | 
rea, I have now, however, met with a 
ſuffcient number of inftances to convince 
me that in this 1 was miſtaken, and which 
ew that they not only occur along with 
eruptions in other parts of the body, but 
that altogether independent of theſe, they 
appear as a diſtin ſymptom in {till more 
ranged periods. af the diſeaſe. 
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They are not ſo hard as thoſe warts J 
Ah ſucceed to Gonorrhœa; they are 
more of a fleſhy nature, more tender, and 


therefore more apt to bleed. They have 


a more uniform ſurface; and inſtead of 


being formed of a number of ſmall warts 


connected together, as theſe tumours about 
the anus produced by Gonorrhœa uſually 
are, we find them een of one uni- 
form —— 4444, 5 
They do not ro frag near to the 


verge of the anus as warty. excreſcences 


commonly do, being for the moſt part of 
the greateſt extent and moſt elevated near 

to the tuberoſity of the ichium. In ſome 
caſes they become ulcerated, and diſcharge 
a great deal of very offenſive matter; and 


When this happens in women they appear 


ſometimes to be productive of buboes;. 


at leaſt in different caſes where buboes 


occurred in women, no cakes: ſource of 


infection could be perceived. Why they 
ſhould not be the cauſe of buboes in men 
may be difficult to explain; but although | 


1 have often met with them i in men in a 
| ſtate 


Seb. It. wy Lues Venerea: 5 127 


| fate of Sbvicus ulceration, I never knew 
buboes ſucceed to them. Perhaps in men 
the lymphatic veſſels of theſe parts do not 
paſs through any external conglobate 
glands, and if this is the caſe they cannot 
produce buboes; for in the hiſtory of bu- 
boes we have ſeen that the matter of Lues 
Venerea does not excite ſwelling; or ob- 
ſtruction in any of the internal glands. 
For the moſt part the ulceration which 
takes place in theſe excreſcences is ſuper- 
ficial, and does not reach beneath the ſur- 
face. In ſome inſtances, however, ſinuſes 
form in them. In this manner 1 once 
knew a fiſtula ani produced, for which it 
was neceflary to perform the uſual opera- 
tion after the Patient“ was 5 cured of Lues 


Venen 25 

Like other e ol Syphilis theſe 
excreſcences either continue nearly in the 
tame ſtate, or become gradually worſe, as 
long as no remedy is employed for the 
cure of the diſeaſe in the conſtitution. 
They never diſappear either entirely or in 
part by any effort of the ſyſtem ; but if 
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By a partial courſe of mercury their pro- 
greſs is interrupted, although the virus of 
the diſeaſe is not completely extinguiſhed 
they ſoon become leſs active than they 
were before; in courſe of time they diſap- 
pear altogether, and with whatever vio- 
lence the diſeaſe may break out in other 
parts of the body, it does not again excite 
a recurrence of the excreſcences. In the 
latter ſtages of Lues Venerea, when by a 

long continuance of the diſeaſe the whole 
ſyſtem may be ſuppoſed to be contaminat- 
ed, we find a variety of ſymptoms exiſt- 
ing at the ſame time; otherwiſe this, as 
I have already had occaſion to oblerve, 
does not readily happen; nor do we com- 
monly find early in the diſeaſe more than 
one or two of the en ſubſiſting at 
once. 
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INFLAMMATION comin” along 
the urethra in Gonorrhœa is the moſt fre- 
quent cauſe of ſwelling « of the teſtes. This 
has induced many to ſuppoſe, and ſome to 
aſſert, that this 9 8 is never induced 
al alfecllon, EP never Fade by any. 
diſeaſe of the conſtitution. ME 

That this is very generally the caſe I 
will admit; for in a great proportion of 
caſes we can clearly trace the diſeaſe to a 
local cauſe, and it is moſt eaſily removed L 
by local remedies ; but this does not al- 
ways happen, for I have met with Various 
well- marked inſtances of ſwelling of the 
teſtes from diſeaſe of the ſyſtem alone. 
Thoſe who doubt the fact will aſk, In 
what manner can this be aſcertained? By 
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the ſwelling coming on without external 
injury; 3 by not being preceded by Gonor. 
rhœa; by the patient being known to be 
infected with Lues Venerea at. the time; 
and by the ſwelling being. with eaſe and 
certainty removed by mercury, while it 
daily becomes worſe as long as thoſe reme- 
dies are employed which uſually prove 
effectual 1 in FOE, of. the. teſtes. Apifing 
from Gonorrhœa, . 
With me theſe e afford 
4 0 complete conviction, and as [ have re- 
; peatedly met with. them, I judge the fac 
to be clearly eſtabliſhed. 


4 


The very firſt approach of this Mella 
exhibits a difference between it and that 
which, proceeds from Gonorrhœa. In 
| this laſt a conſiderable degree of pain 
prevails from the firſt; and the diſeaſe be- 
gins in the epidydimis; ; but in. the ſwell- 
ing from Lues Venerea the patient for a 
conſiderable time feels only a light de- 
gree of uncaſineſs, and even on the far- 

ther progreſs of the diſeaſe any pain that 
fakes Place i is not acute, but dull and TE 
| | ; tule, 


* duch as 1 fs Rs to nee 
5 chiefly from the additional bulk and 

weight of the teſtis. The body of the 
teſticle is always firſt affected; and it is 
only where the diſeaſe is neglected, or 
where the nature of it is miſtaken, and 
mercury judged to be improper, that the 
ſwelling proceeds to the epidydimis. 

Theſe circumſtances of themſelves might 4 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſh the one variety of 
ſwelling from the other; but we alſo ob- 
ſerve that in the ſwelling, from Gonor- 
rhœa the ſcrotum becomes red and Pain- 
ful very early in the diſeaſe, by the in- 
flammation ſpreading from the teſticle; 
whereas in the other the ſcrotum is very 
ſeldom affected, and in no inſtance till 
the diſeaſe has been of long duration. 
Hence in the one the patient can ſcarcely 
admit of the parts being touched, while 
in the other little or no pain is produced, 
even when freely handled. In the her- 
nia humoralis, as it is termed, the whole 
contiguous parts ſeem often to ſympathiſe 


with the diſeaſe i in the teſtis, by the pain 
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; ſpreading along the groins, and over all 
the upper part of the thighs and abdomen; 
while in the other the pain is either con- 


fined entirely- to the teſticle or to the 
courſe of the ſpermatic cord. In this the 


{ſwelling comes flowly and gradually to a 
larger fize, inſomuch that ſome weeks will 
paſs before it arrives near to its height; ; 


while in the other the tumour is common- 
ly as large in the courſe of forty: eight 
hours as it ever becomes.. | 

Thoſe who doubt of the elilenge of 


c felled teſtes from Lues Venerea aſſert, 


that where the teſticle becomes hard and 


enlarged, where no external. violence has 
been applied to it, and without being pre- 


ceded by Gonorrhcea, that the diſeaſe is 


always to be conſidered as of the true 
ſchirrous kind, forming what in general 


is called ſarcocele. This, however, is by 


no means the caſe, and the means of dit- 
tinguiſhing between ſarcocele and the true 
venereal ſwelling of the teſticle are nume- 
rous and obvious. In the former the teſ. 
ticle 1 Is hard from the firſt. The Patient 


> — 2 


4. 


15, 
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„15, from the fir commencement of the 
diſeaſe, diſtreſſed with ſharp ſtinging pains 


through the body of the tumour, and by 


degrees theſe become as ſevere as they 
| uſually are in any caſe of cancer. The 
ſwelling, although at firſt ſmooth, ſoon 
becomes knotty and unequal, and at laſt 
the diſeaſe very conſtantly attacks the 
ſpermatic cord, which alſo becomes hard, 
knotty, and painful. Now, in a ſwelled 


teſtis from Lues Venerea, althou gu ae 
ſiderable degree of firmneſs takes place, 


it is by no means of the hard nature of 
ſchirrus. We meet with no ſtinging pa ins, 
not even in the moſt advanced ſtages of 


the diſeaſe. The ſwelling never: becomes 


hard and knotty, but retains a ſmooth, 
equal ſurface, and we meet with few in- 
ſtances of its proceeding to che e 


cord. 
In addition to the Jeferipeion which: 1 


have given of the diſeaſe, I may remark, 
that in its more advanced ſtages this 
ſwelling ſometimes ſuppurates, and diſ- 
charges purulent matter; while in ſarco- 
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cele, whmever the tumour buifts;) it yields 
nothing but a thin , bloody ſanies, as com- 
monly happens in all caſes of cancer. 
The ſores which enſue to the burſting of 
_ theſe tumours are fully as different in 
their appearances as the tumours are dif. 
| ferent by which they were produced. In 
the ſarcocele the edges of the ſore are hard 
and retorted, accompanied with every 
other appearance that uſually takes place 
in cancer; whereas in the venereal ſwel- 
led teſticle, although the edges of the ſore 
are hard, they are neither raiſed nor re- 
torted; and the ſore while it is foul and 
ſloughy, as venereal ſores always are, ex- 
| hibits NO APPEATANCES of Cancer. -::. 
In very advanced ſtates of this diſeaſe 
we ſometimes find it accompanied with 
. effuſions into the tunica vaginalis teſtis, 
producing what may be termed a compli- 
cated hydrocele. This, however, i is a cir- 
cumſtance equally common to every tu- 
mour of the ſame magnitude and dura- 
tion to which the teſticle is liable. It 


even ſometimes ſucceeds to hernia u- 
moralis, 


-<% & 


moralis, bär not ſo o frequently as to fel. 
lings of greater permanency. 

If this affection of the teſtes is neither 
uncommon nor difficult to diſtinguiſh, it 
may be ſaid that the particular deſcription 
which is here given of it is unneceſſary; 
and I ſhould have judged it to be fo, if in 
ſome late publications a contrary opinion 
had not been ſtrongly inculcated. Even 
this would not have been a ſufficient reaſon 
for dwelling Iong upon any point of little 
importance, but in the ſubje& we are now 
conſidering many circumſtances are in- 
volved. Any theory that can be eſtabliſh-_ 
ed of the nature of the venereal poiſon, 
and of the means employed for removing 
it from the conſtitution, is in {ſome mea 
ſure connected with it; while at the ſame 
time, it is bermbory a point of real prac- 

tical 1 importance. VV 
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Tax diſeaſe termed Alopecia by Noſo- 
logiſts, or falling off of the hair, may be 
produced by different cauſes ; but it is 
moſt frequently met with as a ſymptom 
of Lues Venerea in the more advanced 
ebe diſeaſmmeee. 
The hair of the head firſt ſeparates in 
gleater quantities than uſual on being 
combed. The eye-brows become more 
thinly covered, and if a ſtop be not put to 
the diſeaſe of the conſtitution, all the hair 
of the head as well as of the other parts 
of the body, ſoon falls off. 5 
Before the hair begins to ſeparate, a 8 
ſcurf is uſually perceived among the roots 
of it, which comes away in great quanti- 
ties on the head being combed, common- 
9 | PO 9 57 
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ly in the Lanes: of fine bran. On this 
ſcurf being removed, the ſkin beneath has 
a red complexion ; ; but the patient does 
not complain either of pain or tenderneſs, 
and the ſame kind of brany powder forms 
repeatedly on the ſame parts, although 
carefully removed from day to day. 

In ſome inſtances the hair is W 
in as great quantity as at firſt; but this i is 
not a frequent occurrence: It only, hap- 
pens during youth, and where the virus of | 

the diſeaſe is quickly and completely era- 
dicated. In more advanced periods of 

life it always remains thin, not only upon 

the head, but on the eye-brows; and when : 
the eye-laſhes fall out from this cauſe TROY: 
wary ſeldom return. 
As mercury has e been given = 
before the hair begins to ſeparate, and 
often i in conſiderable quantities, this ſymp- 
tom has by ſome been ſuppoſed to be more 
the effect of the medicine than of the diſ- 
eaſe, This however, has not been the reſult 

o my obſervation. I have ſeen different i in- 
Ae of the hair dropping off in Lues Ve- 
nerea, 
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nerea, where no mercury had been em- 

ployed : were it produced by mercury, | 
it would neceſſarily occur more frequent- 
ly, and with equal readineſs in ond th _ 


_ eaſe for which mercury 1s preſcribed. 


I conſider it to be in almoſt every in- 
Slice the effect of that ſcurf which in 
Lues Venerea ſometimes forms among the 
roots of the hair. The matter by which 


the ſcurf is produced getting acceſs to the 
roots, ſoon cuts off their connection with 


che parts below. 


n 


Of Blindneſs as a Symptom of Lues Venerea. 


Ix the firſt Chapter of this work ſome 


account is given of blindneſs produced by 
the retropulſion of the matter of Gonor- 


rhœa. But blindneſs which takes place 


in- Lues Venerea is materially 2 
both 
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| both 1 in its tide: and progreſs, 9 
remedies by which it is with moſti cer- 


. 


— 
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nd in the 


tainty removed. ſz, | (4 
Blindneſs from 3 1s | always 


accompanied with much pain. A great 


degree of irritability, along with a plenti- 
ful diſcharge of matter from the eyes, and 


more or leſs inflammation, are the firſt 
{ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. But in Lues 
Venerea, loſs of viſion, to à conſiderable 


extent, has commonly , taken place long 


before much pain is experienced; and if 


inflammation ever occurs, it is not in any 


remarkable degree. 


The matter of Lues Venerea acts in 
diffrem ways in producing | blindneſs. 


One of the moſt frequent ſeems to be by 


injuring the optic nerves, whether by act- 


ing immediately upon the nerve itſelf, or 
by firſt exciting effuſion, or the formation 
of tumours in the contiguous Parts, by 
which Wee N 'of - the nerve is at laſt 
produced. e eee ee 


It is in FER manner br: d e - 


male ſerena takes place: in the latter ſtages 
D; | -. 0 
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of Lues Venerea. In ſome caſes i it comes 
on in a gradual manner. The ſight be. 
comes leſs perfect from day to day; ; and 
both the patient and his friends are ſur- 
priſed that this ſhould happen while the 
external appearance of the eye is not af. 
fected. But for the moſt part the diſeaſe 
takes place almoſt inſtantaneouſly, the pa- 
tient being entirely deprived of viſion in 
the courſe of a minute or two from the 
time that his eyes became uneaſy. Still 
the external parts of the eyes remain 
ſound, but the pupils are always greatly 
dilated, and incapable of any degree of 
contraction, even when 5 to the 
ſtrongeſt light, „ 
In ſome caſes only one eye is affected, 
Put for the moſt part the diſeaſe attacks 
both at the ſame time. 
Cataracts ſometimes form from this 
: cauſe. I have met with different inſtan- 
ces of cataracts in the latter ſtages of 
Lues Venerea, when no other cauſe could 
be aſſigned for it; and I conclude hat it 


Vas the effect of the venerea] poiſon, from 
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the peculiar manner of its approach. The 
lens is at firſt only partially : affected, white 
ſtreaks appear upon different parts of IG 
which extend by degrees, fo: as to produce 
opacity « over the whole of it. 
But the moſt frequent effect of the Ve- 


nereal virus upon the eye appears upon 


the vitreous and aqueous humours, and 


on the lucid part of the cornea. In ſome 


caſes theſe humours are deprived of their 


natural tranſparency, they become ſome- 


what milky, and at laſt completely opake. 
At other times. this ſtate of the humours 
18 evidently connected with opacity of the 


lucid cornea, which becomes white and 
thickened, and in ſome inſtances {o pro- 


minent as to disfigure the whole globe of 


the eye. When this diſeaſed ſtate of the 
coats of the eye, and of the humours which 


they contain, occur at the ſame time, the 


whole body of the eye affords the appear- 
ance of one confuſed maſs. Neither the 
chryſtalline lens, nor any particular part 
1 ok the $39 can be eee 
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Before this 0 opacity takes place in the 
cornea, a number of obſtructed: veſſels are 


perceived on ir, accompanied with ſome 
degree of | tenderneſs on being expoſed to 
light: This gives cauſe to ſuppoſe that in. 


flammation is about to occur ; but the dif. 
eafe in this form makes no farther pro- 


greſs. The cornea in ſome ſpots becomes 


white and opake, probably by the effuſion 


of part of the contents of theſe turgid veſ. 
ſels; but all this takes place with little or 
no pain, and without any of the ordinary 


concomitants of inflammation. Neither 
does this whiteneſs of the cornea termi- 
nate in ſuppuration, as opacity of this 
membrane produced by inflammation. is 
apt to do. It becomes even more White 
than the tunica albuginea itſelf, and evi- 


dently' more thickened, but 1 never ſaw 
matter form in it. „„ v3. 
In ͤſome caſes the ab virus fixes 
upon the eye-lids, and chiefly upon their 
cartilaginous boarders. This ſometimes 
happens by itſelf, but for the moſt part it 


1s connected with yphilitic eruptions in 
68 other 


| evidently t to ariſe from the puncta lachry- 
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other; parts of the body. The parts be- 


come red and ſome what tender, and an 


| effuſion takes, place among the eye-laſhes, 


either in the form of | a dry. ſcurf, or of a 
gummy, viſcid, matter. In this laſt: caſe 
the effuſion Proves always extremely trou- 
pleſome, particularly after ſleep, as it 
glues the eye-lids ſo firmly together as to 
render it difficult, and even painiph to 


| Open, them. 7 | 14 | "Y 
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In this affection of the ne 1 —— 
in different inſtances, obſerved a ſymp- 
tom which has not, ſo far as I know, 


been taken notice of. by authors. The 
tears at firſt form in drops. near the in- 
ternal angle of the eye, and this termi- 


nates in a conſtant trickling over the 
cheeks. "Thoſe. who are not accuſtomed | 


to examine the eyes in this ſtate are apt to 


conſider this flow of tears as the com- 
mencement of fiſtula lachrymalis, where- 
as it proceeds from a cauſe which tends ef- 
fectually to prevent the formation of this 
diſeaſe. On minute inſpection, it appears 


malia 
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malia being obſtructed by the viſcid mat- 


ter forming upon the cartilages of the eye- 
lids, by which the tears which ſhould paſs 


by theſe openings into the lachrymal fac, 
and from thence into the noſe, are neceſ- 


ſarily forced over the cheeks. In ſome 


caſes this weeping ſtate of the eyes proves 


to be temporary, and diſappears with the 
cauſe by which it was produced; but in 
others it continues permanent, owing I 


ſuppoſe, to the puncta being obliterated by 


the long continuance of the diſeaſe. 
This conſtant flow of tears over the 


i proves always troubleſome, and 
in ſome caſes even painful, by exciting 


tenderneſs, and occaſionally ſome degree 
of ulceration of the cheeks. | 
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" Wark treating of the N ſore 
throat in 8 4. of this ſection, 1 had oc- 
caſion to remark that a certain degree of 
deafneſs i is, in ſome caſes, a conſequence of 
that ſymptom, the end of the Euſtachian 
tube, when it terminates in the throat, 
Wi obſtructed. The effect reſulting 
from this being in ſome inſtances confi- 
derable, we are led to ſuppofe that this 
paſſage to the ear is of no 8 impor- 
tance to the ſenſe of hearing; I have 
known a very diſtreſsful degree of deaf- 
neſs. produced by it. 

Beſides this, the venereal diſeaſe in 1 
inſtances excites deafneſs by fixing upon 
the ear itſelf. The bones ſeem to be moſt 
liable to be attacked with it. When this 
takes place the patient is at firſt ſeized 


YOULL. LL. | with 
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with a Partial loſs of waking” This is 
ſucceeded by a diſcharge of fcetid ill-co. 
loured matter; and in ſome caſes the bones 
themſelves come away. I need ſcarcely 
obſerve, that to this a total and perma- 
nent loſs of hearing always enſues. 
Where venereal blotches prevail uni. 
verſally over the body, and have been of 
long duration, they ſometimes fix upon 
the ear, chiefly upon the lap of 1 1t. In ſome 
caſes I have known them to affect the 
meatus externus ſo as to induce temporary 
_ deafneſs. In this event the paſſage i is ei- 
ther ſtuffed with a dry ſcurfy matter, or 
the living membrane of the paſſage be- 
comes thickened, and occafionally tender 
and ulcerated. If this proceeds no far- 
ther into the ear a recovery may ſtill take 
” place; but as the ſame kind of tenderneſs . 
is apt to attack the tympanum,. deafnels 
even from this cauſe often proves perma- 
Rent. [ „ 
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| BrsrDzs the ſFaptoms of which I have 
given a deſcription, we alſo meet with 


others which from their appearing with 
leſs regularity may be termed Anomalous. 
They occur occaſionally i in every ſtage of 
the diſeaſe, but with moſt frequency when 
the infection has been of long duration. 


The moſt diſtreſsful of theſe ſymptoms 
are chops, or clefts in the palins of the 


hands and ſoles of the feet. FE A red ſome- 


what purple: coloured eruption appears 
upon the ſkin o 
ſeparates and comes away Still the ſkin 
remains diſcoloured ; and at laſt chops 


theſe parts. The cuticle 


form in different parts of it. They gene- 
rally remain dry, but in ſome inſtances 


they diſcharge a thin acrid matter. They 


are ſeldom painful; but they are always 5 
E obſtinate 
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. obſtinate and difficult to cure; and the 
- cuticle is in ſame caſes :{o completely re. 
moved, that by the tenderneſs which ſuc- 

ceeds to this the patient is for a conſider- 
able time deprived of the uſe booty of na 
hands and feet. 

In ſome a diſpoſition 1 1s fern in the 
kin and cellular ſubſtance ef different 
parts of che body to become thick, rough, 

and unequal, predueing what by Noſolo- 
giſts is termed Elephantiaſis, or at leaſt an 
appearance which very much reſembles 
that diſeaſe. In moſt inftances where this 
has taken place, different parts of the body 
have been affected with it at onge; but in 
others I have known it confined to one of 
the extremities, In the flighter degrees of 
this ſymptom the inconvenience which it 
excites is inconſiderable, and it is ſeldom 
accompanied with, much pain; but where 
the limbs ſwell ſo much as they ſometimes 
do, the diſtreſs with which it is accom- 
panied is neceſſarily ſevere. A limb which 
ſwells from this cauſe becomes firſt, very 
ee, z and on the increaſe of the ſwel- 
| | ling; 
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ling, it at laſt burſts into ſires, wield dikes | 
charge à thin acrid me are always 
foul, and ſeldom heal. ee din ed gut 
I have met with Jiferent- Acai of: 
3 this thickening of the teguments in the 
ſerotum. The ſkin retains its natural co 
lour; but it becomes firm, and ſo much 
mickened as to form a tumour which in 
ſome. caſes acquires a very conſiderable 
bulk. All of them that have fallen with« 
in my obſervation. came: from warmer. 
climates, and two of them were in ne- 
groes. They had been miſtaken both for 
hydrocele and hernia, but I found in all 
of them that the tumour was produced 
— by a thickened. ſtate * the _ 
roi, A herhis i in ri + henna chat are 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſpermatie cord be- 
ing entirely free of ſwelling ; by the ab- 
ſence of all the ſymptoms of hernia Nin 
by the ſwelling being much more firm 
than it ever is in hernia. The ſame de- 
| gree of firmneſs ſerves to diſtinguiſh it 
tron We for no impreſſion is made 
. 3 upon 
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150 the Symptoms Cu. IV. 
upon it by preſſure; and it is farther di- 


ſtingnuifhed from it by its weight, being 


much heavier than any tumour of! equal 
dagnitadercontaining a'flads ihr 
This fwelling of the ſcrotum bobs 2 


greater reſemblance to farcocele, or a 


ſchirrous teſticle, than to any other affec- 
tion of theſe parts. It is chiefly diſtin- 


| guiſhed from ſarcocele by being | totally 


free of pain, and from being of an equal 
{ſmooth ſurface ; while the other is not 
only tj CREED with _ but is knot- 


14 and une qual. 
As the ſores which 2 en up- 
on theſe tumours are apt to aſſume a can- 


cerous appearance, and ulcers of a fimilar 
aſpect being ſometimes obſerved to ſuc- 
ceed to buboes, ſome have been thereby 


induced to conſider cancer as a ſymptom 
of this diſeaſe. That the matter of Lues 
Venerea may occaſionally produce ſores. 


which terminate in cancer will not be 
diſputed; but we are not from this to 


conclude, either. that the matter of the 
two diſeaſes is the ſame or that cancer 


Sea. 1. 


* be conſidered as a 7mprom af! _ 
philis. IVY AW oof iff 3 
Beſides the pins: 'refeanbiich; Aden 
tim which occur in Lues Venerea, and 
of which I had occaſion to ſpeak when 
treating of nodes and affections of the pe- 
rioſteum *, pains of a different kind are 
apt to u place in the more advanced 
ſtages of the diſeaſe. They do not remain 
fixed or permanent, but produce thatp 
momentary ſtings, without leaving ſwell- 
ing or any other mark of diſeaſe : behind 
them. They are moſt frequent in the 
neck, temples, and jaws: In the latter 
they are often ſuſpected to proceed from 
carious teeth, when on examination no- 
thing of this kind is perceived, or if any 
of the teeth are ſpoiled, no relief is ob- 
tained from pulling them. A falling out : 
of the teeth has been frequently deſcribed. 
as a ſymptom of Lues Venerea, but I have 
not met with it excepting where the pa- 
tient had taken a great deal of mercury, 
and I Rene: it nem evid 1 to pro- 
c * Fre 4 ceed 
* Vide { 8. of this ſection. | 
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ceed more from the medicine han from 


the difdale. tic hytort onmenad roeaide: 


One of the moſt frequant>Gm ö wins of 
the advanced ſtages of ſyphilis is atro- 
phy, or, a. gradual waſting of the body. 
This is no doubt a frequent effect of a 
mercurial courſe not, properly conducted; 


but it is alſo a ſymptom. of the: diſeaſe, 
Even where little or no mercury has been 
given I have known a patient become 


much emaeiated in the courſe of a ſhort 
time. From a ſtate of obeſity, and with 


A healthy, florid complexion, a perſon 
will in ſome inftances become ſueldenly 


lean, while bis face will be wan or ſallow, 
as if the veſſels were altogether deprived 
of red blood. This I conſider as one of 
the moſt fatal ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, 
from which, in the courſe of my obſerva- 
tion, few or none have ever recovered. 
Irritability and reſtleſſneſs are two ſymp- 


toms of this diſeaſe. When Lues Ve- 


nerea has been of long duration the Hl 
tem becomes fo.irritable that the moſt 
rxifling occurrences prove diſtreſsful. No 
application 


* * q * 


Sect. II. ene. _— 
| application can be given to bufineſs 3 the 
patient becomes fretful and utieal, M0 
his nights are ſpent in watching. | 

The conſtant anxiety which nen place 
in this fituation is often connected with 
that ſtate of atrophy that I have juſt de- 
ſcribed. It ſeems in-ſome caſes indeed to 
be the cauſe of it. Being always accom- 
panied with an entire loſs of appetite, this 
of itſelf ſoon reduces the 1 to "the 
moſt emaciated ſtate. AS ISHS 
But the moſt univerſal ae of the | 
anomalous kind which prevails in Lues 1: 
Venerea is fever. Nor is it confined to 
one ſtage of the diſeaſe. Occaſionally it 
takes place in all of them. It is necet- 
lary, however; to remark, that fever which 
occurs in the commencement of the dif- 
eaſe is very different from that which 
moſt frequently prevails afterwards. The 
firſt may more properly be confidered as 
ſymptomatic, being always connected with 

ſome local affection, ſuch as bubo, ſore 

throat, ulcer, or node, while the other 

alten takes place where no other mark of 

ee 1'J* eo „ 


. 
— 


— 2 — RR EE HG Ls. les 
, N N * a 
> : 4 
* > £ 5 
ad 5 
3 4 


154 Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 


== EZ 


diſeaſe can be diſcovered. The one theres 
fore ſubſides along with the particular 
| cauſe or ſymptom by which it was pro-. 
duced, while the other continues 'obſti- 
nate as long as the virus of the diſeaſe re- 
mains in the conſtitution. It is this laſt, 
therefore, which is of r e VG 
and merits moſt of our attention. 
This fever is always of the hectic ed: 
and accompanied with colliquitive ſymp- 
toms, particularly with nocturnal ſweats. 
Hence the patient ſoon becomes emaciat- 
| ed, but a peculiarity occurs in this fever 
not met With in others: at the ſame time 
that the patient becomes languid and re- 
duced he is commonly able to tranſact his 
ordinary buſineſs, and often continues to 
do fo for a conſiderable time after the 
fever has taken place. He is liable to al- 
ternate fits of cold and heat; particularly 
to much warmth over the whole body in 
the evening; to reſtleſſneſs and anxiety 
during the night, and to a conſtant quick- 
neſs of pulſe ; but theſe ſymptoms, as long 
as they have not advanced to a great 
height, 
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beight, do not excite much alarm and 
the patient, W lile no local affection takes 
place, continues _ in e of ene 
free of themass3 50 fo oft fb Cham 
For a nd time bäh 1558 . 5 
and practitioner find it difficult to ac- 
count for theſe ſymptoms; for here I am 
ſuppoſing that as yet no outward appear- 
ance of ſyphilis has taken place. They 
are often attributed to cold; in ſome 
caſes to an incipient phthiſis; and in others 
to ſcrophula. Remedies for one or other 
of theſe diſeaſes, or perhaps for all of 
them, are accordingly preſcribed, and no 
advantage being derived from theſe, the 
real cauſe of the fever either is not diſco- 
vered, or at laſt the. diſeaſe breaks ouʒt 
in ſome ſuch obvious 1 as leaves no 
cauſe to doubt of it. E thn 
Among other cauſes of this uncertain- 
ty may be mentioned an opinion which 
much pains has been taken to inculcate, 
and which of late has unhappily begun 
to prevail among thoſe who have not had 
ſufficient opportunities of being enabled 
rer to 
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to judge for themſelves. It has been with 
much confidence. aſſerted, that the matter 
of Lues Venerea cannot exiſt in the ſyſ- 
tem, ſo as to induce any ſymptom of dif. 
eaſe, without ſhewing itſelf upon the ſur- 
face of the body, or in ſome ſuch manner 
as to be at once clear and evident. We 
ſhall ſoon have occaſion to enter more 
fully upon the conſideration of this que. 
tion, but at preſent may obſerve, that the 
opinion to which I allude, although ſup- 
ported with ſome ingenuity, appears to be 
altogether void of foundation, and in di- 
rect contradiction to the obſervation of all 
practitioners of experience; for I hold 
it as certain that the matter of Lues Ve- 
nerea often exiſts in the conſtitution for a 
great length of time, and is productive of 
fever, as well as a variety of other ſymp- 
toms, where no local affection ever enſues. 
This may happen where no mercury has 
been employed; but we meet with it moſt 
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frequently where this medicine has been 
uſed but not in ſufficient quantities for 
effecting a total removal of the virus: 

Where 


1 . Cas Venerea. | 


where it therefore remains in e ſyſtem, 
and after lurking there for a longer or 
ſhorter period, according to circumſtances, 
it either breaks out early in an obvious 
manner, or before doing ſo, excites fever 
or ſome other anomalous {ſymptom of a 
{ill leſs ſuſpicious nature. . 40 

In all ſuch caſes of doubt we mo be 
directed entirely by the hiſtory of the riſe 
and progreſs of the diſeaſe, and by our 
own obſeryation 1 in {ymptows af a | Similar 
Nature, eee 
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FAVING in the different parts of the 
preceding ſection given a deſcrip- 
tion of the various fymproms of Lues Ve- 
nerea, I ſhall now offer a few remarks up- 
on the virus by which they are produced. 
Of the real nature of the venereal virus 
no correct knowledge 1s obtained; and as 
it can never be procured in a ſimple ſtate 
we can ſcarcely expect that much ſatisfac- 
tion would reſult from any ingalries that 
could be made concerning it. We meet 
with it moſt frequently mixed with pus 
or mucus, and ſometimes with blood and 
ſerum; but ſo intimately is it blended 
with cheſe fluids, and ſo little are we ac- 
quainted with the peculiar appearances of 


this matter, that we are not able to di- 
ſtinguiſſ 


Sect. III. E the 7 nertal in . 5 EY 


Ringuiſh i it. By forme the matter of Lues 
venerea has been ſuppoſed: to be of an 
acid nature; others conſider it as an al- 
kali. One ſet of practitioners have ſaid 
that it is of a putreſcent quality, while 
others aſſert the reverſe. It is evident, 
however, that all ſuch opinions muſt be 
merely hypothetical, ſo long as the matter 
to be inveſtigated cannot be made obvious 


/ at 
= 


to the ſenſes in an uncombined ſtate. : 
But although there may be ſome cir- 
„ relative to the matter of ſy- 


plain, there are others which we can trace 


: with ſome preciſion, and upon which I 

1 now mean to offer a few obſervations. | 

k allude to ſuch as in one ſhape or another 

NM are daily, met with by practitioners, of 

at which, therefore, all who have paid due 

1 attention to the hiſtory and cure of this 
10 diſeaſe are competent to judge. . 18 

55 The circumſtances to which I ſhall ad- 

E. vert reſolve themſelves into the following 

of queſtions: Upon what parts does the mat- 


ter of rd Tſp” act in producing 
5 | Lues 


* 
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Lues Venerea; Whether on * Wolde or | 
fluids? When received into. the ſyſtem 
can the poiſon remain there without pro- 
ducing the diſeaſe? And is it poſlible for 
a perſon with the virus in a latent ſtate, 
and without any mark of difeaſe, to com- 
municate the infection to others? 
* Various opinions have prevailed upon 
the manner in which the matter of diſ- 
eaſes enters the conſtitution. Some con- 
tend that it is taken up ſolely upon the 

ſurface of the body; others that it enters 
perhaps entirely by the lungs; while ſome 
are of opinion, that a great proportion of 
diſeaſes take their origin in the ſtomach 
and alimentary canal. But the point up- 
on which pathological writers have chief- 
ly differed is, Whether the matter of diſ- 
eaſe, when it has once entered the ſyſtem, 
acts moſt particularly pen the ſolids or 


fluids ? 
The Humoural Pate as it 18 FRM | 


ed, prevailed univerſally for a great length 
of time. _ Diſeaſes were ſuppoſed to be 


red chiefly, if not entirely, in the fluids; F 
an 


Sec. III. of the Penereal Virus. 


and ſo euskal was this opinion recei- 
ved, that although others were occaſion- 
ally propoſed, they were conſidered only 


as innovations, and for the moſt part ſoon 


fell to the ground. * 

Of late, however, the oppoſite ade 
has begun to be more generally received, 
and it has become faſhionable to explai 


the phenomena of every diſeaſe, and the 


operation of almoſt every medicine em- 
ployed for curing them, by their influence 
upon the ſolids. To me it appears that 


both opinions have been carried too far ; 5 


and while one party have ſupported one 
opinion, and the other the reverſe, that it 
is probable no diſeaſe of the conſtitution 
can take place without every part of the 
ſyſtem being affected. I think it evident, 
however, that every diſeaſe produced by 
contagion acts firſt upon the fluids, and 
that the ſolids are ultimately affected 1 in 

a ſecondary way only. 21 

In Lues Venerea 155 appears more 


| obviouſly than can be demonſtrated in al- 


moſt any.other diſeaſe; 3 and being ſo clear- . 
Vor. II. . 1 
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ly the. caſe, in one diſeaſe, it may with 
propriety be conſidered as a general proof 
of the doctrine, even in others, where this 
kind of proof cannot be obtained; for if 
""'E obviouſly happens in one diſeaſe Where 
the matter of infection can be clearly 
ſhown to affect the fluids 1 in the firſt in- 
ſtance, we have reaſon from analogy to 
conclude that it may likewiſe be ſo in 
others, although from a concurrence of 
circumſtances it AY. not be in our power 
to ſhow it. 
Io enter fully upon the anion 
of the doctrine, a greater length of dif- 
cuſſion would be required than the nature 
of this work will admit. I ſhall there- 
fore only mention ſhortly ſuch circum- 
ſtances as tend moſt clearly to eſtabliſh 
the opinion which I adopt; and even this 
might have been unneceſſary if there was 
not reaſon to ſuppoſe that much. inconſiſt- 
ent practice would be the conſequence of 
that opinion being admitted, which of 
late a great deal of pains has been taken 
to eſtabliſh, 


Whatexer 
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Whatever may be the caſe.i in other diſc 
eaſes, that the fluids are chiefly affected in 
Lues Venerea, becomes, I think, evident 
from the following eireumſtances. | 


3 


1. The contagious. matter of this dil. : 


_ eaſe is always communicated in a fluid 
form. But although this is the caſe, it is 


alleged, that even upon its firſt applica- 
tion it ſhows a tendency to act chiefly 
upon the ſolids, by exciting inflammation 


wherever it is applied. This appears, 


however, to be only an accidental, not an 


eſſential property of the matter; for in- 
ftances are frequent, as I have already 
had occaſion to remark, in which it en- 


ters the ſyſtem without inducing either 
inflammation or eroſion. By the acrimo- 
ny which the matter ſeems: to poſſeſs, in- 
flammation moſt frequently takes place on 


the ſpot to which it is applied, by which 
the correſponding abſorbents are with 


more certainty made to receive it than 


might otherwiſe be the caſe ; but no other 
concluſion can be drawn from this. It 


M 5 Baß 


happens here, as I have apo had oc; 
caſion to remark on the practice of ino- 
culating for che ſmall-pox, that the mat- 
ter of infection does not readily enter the 
ſyſtem where inflammation is not excited; 


but ſurely few will ſuppoſe that we would 


fail in producing either of theſe diſeaſes, 
were we poſſeſſed of any method of intro- 


ducing the matter to the common courſe 
of circulation without exciting inflamma- 
tion. Even this, however, has been al- 


leged by ſome; but beſides other circum- 
ſtances which might be mentioned as 


proofs of the contrary, the cleareſt evi- 
dence of it is obtained, and of inflamma- 
tion not being eſſentially neceſſary for the 


production of ſmall-pox, from the man- 
ner in which the natural form of the dil: 


eaſe uſually appears, where no inflamma- 
tion, or any other local affection 1s per- 


ceived till the diſeaſe has taken place, 


when the firſt effects that occur from it 
are, fever, and quantities of matter thrown 


out upon the ſurface. This takes place in 


à more obvious manner in ſmall-pox, but 
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it alſo happens in Lues Venerea, in "which 
a great proportion of the ſymptoms are 
evidently produced by contagious matter 
of a ſimiliar nature to that which firſt en- 
tered the lymphatics at the time of infec- 
tion, for the matter produced by venereal _ 
ulcers and eruptions, will very certainly 

produce every ſymptom of the diſeaſe, if 
by any means it is thrown into the {ſyſtem 
of a ſound perſon. Of this every practi- 
tioner, I preſume, is ſo much convinced, 
that even thoſe who have thought proper 
in theory to ſupport a contrary /opinion 
would not willingly expoſe themſelves to 
the hazard of being infected in this man- 
ner. 5 


2. It has been a queſtion agitated with 
ſome warmth, in what manner does the 
virus act on being conveyed to the maſs 
of blood? At one period fermentation 
vas conſidered as a principal agent in pro- 
ducing diſeaſe. The matter of infection 
being received into the circulation, it was 
Hppoſed by means of fermentation to 
M 3 poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs a power of converting the whole 
fluids of the body into its own nature. 

This opinion, however, was liable to va- 

rious objections, and particularly to this, 

that it is difficult to conceive how fermen- 
tation can go on in circulating fluids. 
In a ſtate of extravaſation we can eaſily 
ſuppoſe that it may happen; but while 
life ſubſiſts the fluids are kept in ſuch per- 
petual motion that we cannot eaſily con- 
ceive how ſuch a proceſs can take place. 
But although fermentation, in the full 
acceptation of the word, may not occur 
from this cauſe, I think it highly pro- 
bable that the matter of all contagious 
_ diſeaſes, and more eſpecially the matter 
of Lues Venerea, has a power of aſſimilat- 
ing to its own nature a certain portion, 
and ultimately, perhaps, the whole fluids 
of they ace 


3. The. quick or flow pes velz of this 
aſſimilating power of the venereal virus 
may depend on a variety of circumſtan- 
ces, which, however, from our limited 

Knowledge 
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knowledge of the laws of the animal c200- 


nomy, it OT never be in our power to 
aſcerta tain. | | 


4 While che quatiriey of matter thus 
aſſimilated is inconfiderable, no marks of 
diſeaſe will be produced, nor will any ef- 


feds reſult from it till it prevails in ſuch; 


quantity as to be capable of exciting ſome 
degree of morbid irritability in che Ayn 
principle. : 


5. From all this I conceive that in Lues 


Venerea the matter of contagion acts in 


the firſt inſtance upon the fluids, and that 
the ſolids are not otherwiſe affected, than 
in being excited by this morbid ſtate of 
the fluids. to ſome degree of unuſual ex- 


ertion for the purpoſe of throwing them 


off, by which eruptions on the ſkin are 


| produced; uleers on different parts, as 


well as all the other n of the diſ- 
eaſe, : | 
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6. From this view of the origin of Lues 


Venerea we account for the matter of 
contagion remaining longer inactive in 
ſome inſtances than in others. Beſides 
any difference which may take place in 


the ſtate of the fluids upon which the 


matter has to act, and by which the aſſi- 


milation to which I allude may be ac- 


celerated or retarded, the different de- 


grees of irritability which prevails in dif- 


ferent perſons, and even in the ſame per- 
ſon at different times, will alſo co-operate | 


in producing an early or later formation 
of the ſymptoms; for while ſome are 
eaſily ſtimulated, and may therefore be 
acted upon almoſt as ſoon as the matter of 
contagion enters the ſyſtem, others of 
more ſluggiſh temperaments may, for the 
production of the ſame effect, require the 
matter to be accumulated in ſuch quanti- 
ties as nothing but a great n of time 
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57 13 be 


Naß, that as ſoon as this accumulated 
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ſtate of mosi matter is accompliſhed, 
the effects of it ſhould appear equally up- 
on every part of the body; for the fluids 
circulating over the whole, the effects of 

anyidiſeaſe to which they are liable ſhould, 


not be confined to, particular parts, as we 


find to be the cale in Lues Venerea. TO 
this it may be anſwered, that many 1nex- | 
plicable circumſtances occur in every dif- 


eaſe, and in this reſpect that the venereal! 
diſeaſe is not different from a variety of. 
others in which particular parts are more 
apt to be affected than others, and in which 


it is equally difficult to explain why theks 
ſhould be ſo. Thus it is as impoſſible to 
ſay, why the matter of gout ſhould fix moſt 
frequently upon the great toe, as it is to 


explain the cauſe of the throat and note 


being particularly} apt to ſuffer in Lues. 
 Venerea. There may be ſome kind of at- 


traction between particular parts and the 
matter of certain diſeaſes ; or theſe parts 
may be more eaſily irritated than others, 


and which ever of theſe may be the caſe. 1 
the ſom conſequences will enſue, CY 
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8. Iti is aſſerted by thoſe who ſupport the 
contrary opinion, that we cannot in any 
inſtance diſcover the cauſe of diſeaſe to be 
in the fluids. This indeed they are un. 
der the neceſſity of doing in order to give 
the appearance of probability to their 
theory in any caſe. By diſcovering, there- 

fore, that this aſſertion is ill- founded, and 
that in other inſtances the fluids are ob- 
viouſly affected, we might from analogy 
ſay, that they are ſo in Lues Venerea, 
were the proofs which we have adduced 
of it leſs evident than we have ſhown 
them to be. Now the action of ſeveral 
other poiſons upon the fluids is rendered 
evident to the ſenſes. This is particularly 
the caſe with the poiſon of different kinds 
of vipers, in which ſerous effuſions take 
place in different parts of the body, often 
in the courſe of a few hours from the time 
of the bite being inflicted, and in which 
the colour of the whole ſerum of the blood 
is even in that ſhort ſpace of time tinged 
of a morbid 4 1885 colour. 


9. They 
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9. They who are of opinion; that the 
cauſe of diſeaſe 1s not ſeated in the fluids, 
are under the neceſſity of denying, in 
more inſtances than one, what in Lues 
Venerea is well known to be matter of 
fact. They are obliged to ſay that the 
blood is perfectly ſound, and that neither 
this fluid, nor any of the ſecretions pro- 
duced from it are capable of communica- 
ting infection. & theory being once form- 
ed, every argument that militates againſt 
it is apt to be overlooked, while, in order 
to ſupport i it, facts are explained away in 
a manner which they will not bear. This, 
in ſome inſtances, may be followed by 
very pernicious confequences, particular- 
ly where ſuch modes of reaſoning are 
adopted and promulgated by authors of 
mgenuity and reputation; and as Mr Hun- 
ter of London has gone farther than any 
other author in ſupport of the opinion, 
that the: ſyphilitic virus cannot. be con- 
| veyed by or affect the fluids, the follows 

ing obſervations. will relate ee 
to bis work *. 


 :- 
+* Vide quarto edition, publiſhed in 2786. 


J' 
bi 
' 
11 
+ 
12 
1 


8 - - 3 5 Py = 

— - — 1 "ts — 9 5 — 2. ER 2 2 > ES em 
— . — - wy — — q 14 == — = _ = 
Ke "+ A o — — 2 - - r wy — 9 
HEEL, £9 — * 9 - . . —v-  *; _ 5 7 2 2 

T = — 3 8 — — * —— _ 8 5 - Sy © > — 4 . K. 
— Kt - ie T 2 — 8 — 2 2 . 2 o 21 2 

 - » Þ, +. _— Pay —— 2 * — 3 
oy 2 Da. — * 

* EY 


I 2 2 2 ET” — be >>. 
PEG FIST 5 * 4 — tic 6.2 > Wc" 2 * —— — — . 
>, NESS — VE = os 5 =: 2 Feit 4m 4 9 * —— os > . 
4 —— — ” a 12 —— _— 5 2 * 
a 7 — ef Id. —_— ew - — 
h e 4 * 
N 18 
2 


1+ hg 
1 
5 
i741 


*t 
» 
1 4 
1 
B42 
"Ars 
3 
A Yo 4 
11% 
* 
3 
4 


7 72 CN the 4 nereal 2 ch. IV. 
* We may obſerve, fays Mr Hunter, 


that even the blood of a pocky perſon has 


no power of contaminating, | and is not 
capable of giving the diſeaſe to another 
even by inoculation; for if it were Cap- 
able of irritating a ſound ſore to a Vene- 
real inflammation, no perſon that had this 
matter circulating, or had the Lues Ve. 
nerea, could eſcape having a venereal ſore, 
whenever he is bled, or receives a ſcratch 


with a pin, the part ſo wounded turning 


into a chancre,” &c. Vide p. 292. Now 
Mr Hunter here aſſumes as matter of fa& 
what is not the caſe; for although all 
wounds inflicted upon patients labouring 
under Lues Venerea do not become vene- 
real ulcers, yet frequently, and in almoſt 
every inſtance of the more advanced ſtate 
of the diſeaſe they do ſo. I have at this 
time a gentleman under- my care whoſe 


caſe affords an inſtance of this, where the 
bites of leeches applied to the ſcrotum on 


Account of inflammation of one of the 
teſtes, the conſequence of Gonorrhea, de- 


generated into venereal ſores. This I in- 
formed 


2 


. 


* 
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cot him woe; not have. happened 
from Gonorrhœa alone. And upon in- 


quiry he acknowledged that fix months 


ago he laboured under chancres and bubo, 
for which he ſuſpected that he had not 
uſed enough of mercury, and that” for a 

week paſt he had felt uneaſineſs in his 


' throat, where I found, on Inſpection, that 


an ulcer had already formed « on one &'of the 
tonſils. I” N 

In the courſe of buſineſs I have met 
with various inſtances of this, and every 


practitioner muſt have done ſo. It muff 
be remarked, however, that we have ſel- 
dom occaſion to take blood, either with 
the lancet or leeches, i in ſymptoms truly 


venereal. It is in Gonorrhcea chiefly. that 


this remedy becomes neceſſary 3 Aa cir- 
cumſtance, I may obſerve, that affords a 

farther proof of the difference of the two 
diſeaſes; for while the ſymptoms in Go- 
norrhœa are often ſo acute, and the in- 


flammation ſo violent, as to require blood 
to be taken, this almoſt never happens in 
Lues Venerea, 3 a diſeaſe in which the parts 

. - TEES -- affected 
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affected bevunte: red and of a copper- ob. 
lour, accompanied with ſome degree of 
uneaſineſs, but in which that kind of in. 
flammation requiring e ſcarce- 
ty ever takes place. e 
Mx Hunter was reſolved, However; Not 
to reſt ſatisfied with aſſerting that the 
blood of a venereal patient could not 
communicate infection. In the ſame page, 
viz. 292, he even ſays, that the matter 
produced by fuch ulcers as occur in Lues 
Venerea 1s not venereal, and that it will 
not produce the diſeaſe. That there may 
be no ſuſpicion of miſtaxe on my part, I 
ſhall tranſcribe his words. When the 
matter has got into the conſtitution it 
from thence produces many local effects 
on different parts of the body, which are 
in general a kind of inflammation, or at 
leaſt an increaſed action, occaſioning 4 
ſuppuration of its own kind; it is fup- 
poſed that the matter produced in conſe- 
:quence of theſe inflammations, ſimilar to 
the matter from a Gonorrhcoea or chancre, 
is alſo yenereal and poiſonous. This ! 
RES - Fr FI believe 
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believe till now has never been nies; 
and upon the firſt view of the ſubject, one 
would be inelined to ſuppoſe that it really 
ſhould, be venereal ;. for- firſt the venereal 
matter is the cauſe, and again the ſame 
treatment cures both diſeaſes ; ; thus 'mer- 
cury cures both a chancre and Lues Ve- 
nerea; however, this is no deciſive proof, 
as mercury cures many diſeaſes beſides 
the venereal. On the other hand, there 
are many ſtrong reaſons for believing that 
the matter is not venereal. There is one 
curious fact, which ſhows it is either not 
venereal, or if it be, that. i it is not capable 
of acting in ſome reſpects on the body or 
ſame ſtate of conſtitution, as that matter 
does which is produced from a chancre or 
Gonorrhœa. The pus from theſe latter, 
when abſorbed, generally produces a bu- 
bo, as has been deſcribed, but we never 
find a bubo from the abſorption of matter 
from a pocky ſore; for inſtance, when 
there is a venereal ulcer in the throat, we 
| have no buboes in the glands of the neck; 
when there are venereal ſores on the arms, 
or 
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or even ſuppurating nodes on the ulna, 
there are no ſwellings of the glands of the 
arm: pit, although ſuch will take place if 
freſh venereal matter is applied to a com. 
mon ſore on the arm, hand, or r fingers, 
S e 
Now all this is ſuch looſe: n as 
could not have been looked for in a man 
of Mr Hunter” s obſervation. His over- 
looking every argument militaring againſt | 
his favourite theory can alone account 
for it. If the fact be not general no de- 
pendence can be placed upon it. If it be 
general it is not curious : neither is it the 
caſe that the matter of chancres and Go- | 
norrhœa generally produces buboes. The 
matter of chancres often does, but it much 
more frequently does not ; and few prac- 
titioners, I believe, will ay that buboes 
are frequent conſequences of Gonorrhœa. 
I cannot ſay what may have been the 
reſult of Mr Hunter's experience, but I 
have met with many inſtances of buboes, 
or ſwelled glands, in the thigh, axilla, 
and neck, as obyiouſly produced by ſores 
2 8 in 
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in the feet, legs, hands, and throat, as bu- 
boes commonly are in the groin from 
chancres on the penis. But admitting 
that it is not frequent, ſtill this is no 
reaſon for ſuppoſing that the matter of 
theſe ſores 1s not venereal. If the mat- 
ter be not abſorbed no more harm will 
enſue from it than if it had never been 
formed; and in ſection II. of this chapter, 
I have ſhown that it is not ſo frequently 
abſorbed as the matter of chancres. The 
reaſon of this I have alſo endeavoured to 
explain, by ſhewing, that ſome degree of 
irritation is required for the purpoſe of 
exciting the abſorbents to action; and as 
the matter of Lues Venerea ſeems to poſ- 
| {es very little power of exciting irrita- 
tion, excepting ſuch as is produced by the 
primary ſores of the diſeaſe, it is accord- 
ingly ſeldom abſorbed, and ſtill leſs fre- 
quently does it produce buboes; for be- 
ing of a mild nature it does not ſo rea- 
dily ſtimulate the lymphatics, ſo as to pro- 
duce obſtructions in the glands as it goes 
along. = 
Vor. II, „ Mr 
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Mr Hunter would have found it diffi. 
cult, or even impoſſible, to explain con- 
fiſtently with his theory of the diſeaſe, a 
number of circumſtances which we daily 
obſerve. He therefore denies that they 
exiſt ; and he ſeems to have no difficulty 
in doing ſo, even where they are ad- 
mitted by all unbiaſſed practitioners. In 
page 291, he ſays, © it is alſo ſuppoſed 
that a fetus in the womb of a pocky mo- 
ther may be infected, and have the dif. 
eaſe from her, as it were naturally in- 
terwoven with it. This I ſhould doubt 
very much.” And in page 295, he 
fays, „It has been ſuppoſed, and aſſert- 
ed from obſervation, that ulcers in the 
mouths of children from a conſtitutional 
diſeaſe, which conſtitutional diſeaſe was 
ſuppoſed to be derived from the parent, 
produced the ſame diſeaſe upon the nipples 
of women who had been ſucked by them, 
giving it as it were at the third hand; 
that is, the children were contaminated 
either by their mother's or father's having 


the diſeaſe in form of Lues Venerea, of 
which 
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which I have endeavoured to ſhow the 
impoſſibility.“ 4 8 e 
Mr Hunter bid comabady endeavoured to 
ſhew the impoſſibility of this, for his ſyſ- 
tem could not otherwiſe have had the leaſt. 
plauſible appearance; but none, excepte 
ing ſuch as have not had opportunities of 
being able to form judgments for them- 
ſelves, will ſay that he has proved ſuc- 
| ceſsful. If I can give credit to any fact 
with which I am acquainted, I muſt be- 
lieve in this, that children may receive, 
and frequently do receive the venereal diſ- 
eaſe from their parents labouring under 
it in a conſtitutional form; and that ul- 
cers in the mouths of theſe children will, 
and frequently do produce the ſame diſ- 
eaſe upon the nipples of women whom 
they ſuck. Nay, that theſe will give 
it again to other children, and theſe 
children to other nurſes ; circumſtances 
which I have ſo frequently witneſſed, fo 
ſtrongly marked, and followed by conſe- 
_ quences ſo diftreſsful to innocent ſuffer- 
ers, that I muſt neceſſarily expreſs my 
- 50-4 aſtoniſhment. 
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aſtoniſhment at a practitioner of experi- 
ence, appearing to entertain a doubt of 
their exiſtence. | 
Mr Hunter, in page 296, proceeds to 
fay, with ſome appearance of exultation, 
as judging it to be an unanſwerable argy- 
ment, © that were it poſſible to contaminate 
once in this way, it would be poſſible to 
contaminate for ever ;'* a circumſtance 
which he ſeems to conſider as ridiculous : 
But ſurely all this would happen. Nurſes 
and children infected in this manner 
would undoubtedly continue to communi- 
cate the contagion to others as long as 
they were not cured of the diſeaſe. Nor 
would there be any thing in all this that 
does not daily happen; and in whatever 
way the diſeaſe is communicated we have 
reaſon to think that it would be the caſe. 
In order I ſuppoſe to convince others 
that he himſelf at leaſt is convinced of 
the opinion which he ſupports being well 
founded, Mr Hunter, in p. 12, goes even far: 
ther than any thing that as yet I have men. 
tioned : That the venereal diſeaſe is to be 
propagated 
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propagated only by matter is proved every 
day, he ſays, by a thouſand inſtances. 
And in the belief of this being the caſe 
he afterwards obſerves, that he has gone 
ſo far as to allow married men who had 
contracted the diſeaſe to cohabit with 
their wives, in order to ſave appearances, 


and always with ſafety: Nay, that he 
could carry this ſtill farther, and allow a 


married man who has a Gonorrhaa to 


have connection with a ſound woman, if 
| he took care to have all the parts cleared 


of matter, by ſyringing the urethra, mak- 
ing water, and waſhing the glans. 
I believe with Mr Hunter, and every 


practitioner perhaps will do ſo, that the 


riſk of communicating infection will not 
be ſo conſiderable where no matter is form- 
ed as where ulceration actually takes place; 
but I alſo know, that a woman would run 
much riſk of being injured by cohabiting 
with a man whoſe blood was infected 
with matter of ſyphilis, although no local 
marks of it ſhould appear, for I have met 


with various inſtances of it; and I alſo - 


N 3 know 
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know from a variety of facts, nat both 
father and mother, in ſituations ſuch as 
this, and where. no bad ſymptoms were 
ever perceived, have communicated the 
diſeaſe to the fetus. . Where this has hap- 
pened from the mother being infected, 
the matter of contagion muſt paſs from 
the mother to the child along with the 
blood; but where it takes place from the 
father, as is moſt frequently the caſe, 
there is no other mode by which it can 
be conveyed but by the ſemen. I ſhall 
have occaſion, however, to make ſome far- 
ther obſervations upon the ſubje& when 
treating of Lues Venerea in new born in- 
fants. 


From all . 1. TH ſaid, I think it 
will appear, that the matter of contagion 
in Lues Venerea, in the firſt place, acts 
upon the blood alone; that by accumula- 
tion it comes to irritate the ſolids or con- 
taining parts, and in this manner that 
effuſions and conſequent ulcerations are 
produced ; ; that the venereal poiſon may 


remain long latent in the ſyſtem; that 
| this 


this will depend upon. the irritability of 


the perſon, as well as upon the particular 


— 


ſtate of the fluids at the time, by which 


2 


le to the aſ- 


they may be more or leſs lia 


ſimilating effects of the matter of conta- 


gion; and laſtly, that a perſon with the 
virus in this latent ſtate, and without any 
external mark of diſeaſe, will communi- 


cate the infection to others. My 
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SECTION IV. 


O the Remedies uſed in Lues Venerea. 
$ 1. General Obſervations, © 


8 no diſeaſe has engaged more of che 
attention of practitioners than Lues 
Venerea, ſo there are perhaps none in 
which more remedies have been employ- 
ed. Towards the end of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, when the firſt accurate deſcription 
was given of this diſeaſe, a great variety 
of remedies was propoſed for it; and as it 
daily increaſed in violence till the uſe of 
mercury was introduced, ſcarcely an ar: 
ticle in the materia medica was left un- 
tried in the ſhort ſpace which elapſed be- 
tween that period and the fortunate diſ- 
covery of this powerful antidote. 


Even 


Even long ſubſequent to this many new 
| remedies were brought forth; for while 
mercury ſeldom fails of curing the diſ- 
eaſe, it was ſoon found to be productive 
of many inconveniencies. Every country 
has accordingly been ranſacked, but after 
all the reſearches that have been made, 
the number of articles employed in ino- 
dern practice for the cure of the diſeaſe 
are few; and it is theſe only which I now 
mean to mention. The others, having 
been found either altogether inefficacious, 
or comparatively of weak powers to thoſe 
which are retained, have neceſſarily fallen 
into diſuſe, ſo that now it would bag ofeny 
fluous to ſpeak of them. 
The only antiſiphilitic medicines now 
in general uſe are, mercury, guaicum, ſar. 
laparilla, meſereon, and opium: Of each 
of which 1 ſhall ſpeak ene 
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recom- 


not ſurpriſed at finding i it reap: 


mended in Lues Venerea, in which the 


moſt wick of the ſymptoms chiefly 
fect the integuments of the body. Be- 
des, as it was univerſally known to be 


o 


one of the moſt active medicines ever 
made uſe. of, we can eaſily ſuppoſe that 
practitioners would ſoon be induced to 
employ it for the removal of a diſeaſe 
which reſiſted the effects of every other 


- 


remedy. 135 
Mercury in its crude ſtate i is found to 


> F 


be nearly inert, or not capable of pro- 


, 


: Bi en 


may * end into ori 1 in very 
conſic irable quantities. It has been ſ. 
lowed to the weight of ſeveral pounds, 
and repeated daily for two or three weeks 
together with ſcarcely any effect being 
perceived from it; ſo that wherever it has 
proved active when uſed in this ſtate, as 
in a few inſtances has been the caſe, it 
muſt probably have been the effect of 
ſome unuſual degree 6: of acidity in the itg- 
mack or inteſti l w 
This ina@ivity of mercury in a crude 
ſtate, ſeems to depend entirely upon its 
infolubility in the fluids with which it 
uſually meets in the human body. In this 
fate it either is not abſo 


Lad 


rent means employed for rendering mer- 
cury active, and for introducing it in this 
ſtate into the ſyſtem, but previous to this 
it will be proper to offer a few obſerva- 
tions upon the ordinary effects of mercury, 


* , 
. 


| e and 


I ſhall afterwards point out the diffe- 
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and upon the different opinions which 
have prevailed reſpecting its mode of ac. 
tion in curing the venereal diſeaſe. 


— 0 


4 of the Eds of Mercury upon the Hus 
man Body. © 


ONE of the moſt certain effects of mer- 
cury is, that it acts as a cure for the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe. In this indeed it ſo ſel- 
dom fails, that whenever it does not ſuc- 
ceed, as occaſionally is the cafe, we are 
apt to ſuppoſe that it is owing either to 
the medicine not being properly admini- 
ſtered ; to its not being given inſufficient 
quantity; or to the ſymptoms of the dif- 
eaſe not being altogether venereal. 

. Beſides this, mercury is perhaps one of 
the moſt univerſal ſtimulants with which 
„ we are acquainted. Even in ſmall quan- 


tities it often excites heat over the whole 
| body, 
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body, quickneſs of pulſe, and other r fymp 
toms of fever. 
It is alſo a very been evacuant. 
Other medicines act with equal certainty 
upon particular organs, of which we have 
examples in the effect of ipecacuanha up- | 
on the ſtomach, and of jalap, aloes, and 
other purgatives upon the inteſtines ; but 
we know of none which ſo generally af- 
fects all the ſecretions. Almoſt all pre- 
parations of mercury will act as purga- 
tives. They alſo produce ficknels, nauſea, 
and vomiting. They often excite an in- 
creaſed diſcharge of urine; and few me- 
dicines operate with more certainty upon 
the ſkin, for they can ſcarcely be employ- 
ed without being productive of ſome de- 

gree of diaphoreſis. | | 
The moſt remarkable effect, howevids 
which we perceive from mercury is an 
increaſed diſcharge of ſaliva; and it is 
perhaps the only medicine which from in- 
ternal exhibition i 18 known to > act almoſt 
e . Of with 


190 Of the Remedies aſed Ch. Iv. 


with certainty upon this ſecretion.” It fir 


excites ſome degree of fœtor in the breath, 
which is often accompanied with a gentle 


nauſea, and very commonly with the 


taſte of copper. The gums become red, 


full, and ſomewhat tender. The er 
glands become hard and turgid, and at 


laſt an increaſed flow of ſaliva takes place, 


accompanied with a good deal of pain in 
chewing, and with a looſe vacilating ſtate 
of the teeth. For the moſt part this in- 
creaſed quantity of ſaliva bears ſome pro- 


portion to the quantity of mercury that 


has been exhibited; but this does not al- 


ways happen, for occaſionally we meet 
with caſes in which a very great and long 


continued diſcharge of ſaliva is excited by 
the ſmalleſt doſe of mercury that is uſu- 


ally given. I have known it happen from 


two grains of calomel, and even from a 


ſmall doſe of Æthiop's mineral. 


In ſuch inſtances, if the farther exhibi- 
tion of the medicine be not managed with 


nin, beſides a great flow of ſaliva, 
and 


$ 


990 IV. 


and bvelling of the Gia 3 a very | 
diſtreſsful tumefaction takes place over 
all the contignous parts, and particularly 


* 
* o * 2 > * 
3 — 1 2 
5 * % "4 . * - 


pens wherever mercury is given in too 
great quantities, and eſpecially if the pa- 
tient is ſuddenly and unexpectedly expoſed 
to cold or dampneſs. Where this takes 
place to any conſiderable degree the 
whole ſurface of the mouth over the 
inſide of the cheeks, the tongue, uvula, 
and gums, are apt to ulcerate, and the 
matter which enſues, by mixing with the 
faliva gives it both an additional fœtor, 
and an ugly, ſanious appearance. | 

| Befides the uſual. ſymptoms of fever, 
mercury is apt to excite reſtleſſneſs, an- 
xiety, general debility, and a very diſtreſs- 
ful irritable ſtate of the whole ſyſtem. - 
| Theſe are the ordinary effects of mer- 

cury, and it will preſently appear that in 
the treatment of Lues Venerea one of the 
greateſt difficulties that practitioners have 
to encounter is the management of this 
medicine; for while che cure of the diſ- 
Eaſe 


| of the tongue and fauces. This alſo hap - 


h 
j 5 
ö k 
N 1 
£ 4 
ry 
 —_—_— 
: 7 
193 
mn” 
$8 * 
2 
97 
12 
f : 
« 8 
r. 
+ MF 
* WA 
* 
f 
ia 
16 
91 
3 
0 "4 
. 
CL 
{ "Ps g 
1 
94 
} Ki 
F 
4 
© I 
$75 
2 
- v6 
2 ; 
> 
1 ©Y.Y 
* * . 
9 * 
_ 
N74 
N 
>. 
994 { 
4 | 
3 
1 
; 4 
4 
q ry * 
* we 1 
1 . 
12 
4+ a1 
eget” 
8 
1 
Ty at 
* P 
. a - 
bat 
4 4 
er, 
+ 
+ ab 
Xx. . 
ER > - 
| ; 
EY 
. 
. 
(2:8) 
4 
2 
2 7% 
In i, 
I 
* 
k 4 
1 
7 . 
* 7 
[4 , % 
| »* 
= 
"oy 
1 
A 
A 
7 
1285 
. ak 
8 
% * 
1 * 
"| 
92 
on 
1 
[5 "+ hs 
* 1 
4 4 
IS 
on 
» 

+ 26 
1 | 
. 3% 

_ 
45% 
4 4 
ig 7 
I 
+ ih 


» 


bg 


nent 3 
bY 


192 Of the Remedies uſed Ch. IV. 


eaſe often requires it to be given in large 
: quantities, the conſtitution 1s apt 'to be 


the greateſt care and attention, 


the action of mercury in the cure of this 


therefore to make only a few oblervations 
upon ſuch as have been moſt generally 


855 1 a 11 to be adopted. 


by exciting a diſſolved or putrid ſtate of 
the fluids, which they conceive to bea 
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much injured if it be not exhibited: with 


III. 07 the poration of Moray: in the Cure 
of Lues Venerea. 


VARIOUs opinions have been offered of 
diſeaſe. It would be foreign to our pur. 


poſe, however, to enter minutely into the 
conſideration of any of them, I mean 


received, and chiefly upon that which in 


1. Some have 8 that mercury 
acts chiefly i in the cure of Lues Venerea 


> tft 7 ow 


ſtate favourable for the N or morbid 
* | matter 
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* 


matter of OF diſeaſe being thrown off 
from the ſyſtem. ts; 

The chief foundation of this opinion is 
the fœtor that we commonly perceive in 
the breath of patients under a courſe of 
mercury, and the increaſe with which it 
is uſually e on almoſt all the ſecre- 


tions. 
Knowing, however, as we do, that what- 


ever excites a quickened ſtate of the cir- 


culation is commonly productive of an in- 
creaſe to all the ſecretions, and alſo, that 
a quickneſs of pulſe is a very common 


| effect of mercury, I conclude, that upon 


this principle this effect of the medicine 
is more clearly explained than upon any 
other opinion that has yet been ſuggeſted. 
Beſides, we know from actual obſervation, 
that the blood, during a conſiderable part 
of a courſe of mercurq, inſtead of being 
thin and diſſolved, is of a more firm tex- 

ture than it uſally 3 is in health. Mercury, 
when long continued indeed, never fails to 

excite much languor and debility, with 


many of the correſponding ſymptoms of a 


JJ putreſcent 


-_— 
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putreſcent or ſcorbutic diatheſis; but as 
many of the ſymptoms. of ſyphilis are 
datly cured without this taking place, 
there is reafon to ſuppoſe that this effec 
of mercury upon the ſyſtem is in no way 
neceſſary for the cure of the diſeaſe. 

In confirmation of this I may remark, 
that all the ſlighter degrees of Lues Ve- 
nerea, are often removed, and in ſome in- 
ſtances cured, without even the ſaliva 
being increaſed in quantity or affected 
with fœtor: nay, a peculiarity of conſti. 
tution ſometimes occurs, in which we can- 
not induce either ſalivation or fœtor of 
breath by all the mercury that we dare 
venture to give. : 


2. The ymptoms + Toes Venerea 
being conſidered by ſome as the effect of 
a peculiar irritation excited by the pre- 
ſence of the venereal poiſon in the ſyſtem, 
they have alſo ventured to ſay that mer 
cury cures the venereal | irritation, as they 
term it, by . an irritation of a 


different kind * *, | 
The 


— * Vide Mr Hunter 8 Treatiſe on the Venereal Dis- 
eaſe, 
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The eden Sm which. has 
been employed in ſupport of this opinion, 
ſeems to be altogether hypothetical, and 
directly contrary to many facts which 
fall daily within our obſervation in the 
treatment of this diſeaſe. | 
Local pains may for a time be ſuſpend- 
ed, or they may even be entirely removed, 
by irritation of a different kind being ex- 
cited either in the contiguous or ſome 
more diſtant parts of the body; but we 
know of no conſtitutional diſeaſe that has 
hitherto been cured by ſuch means. This 
affords, therefore, much cauſe to ſuppoſe, 
that the opinion is ill- founded when ap- 
plied to the action of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea; for when no ſuch ef- 
fect is found to take place in other diſ- 
caſes, we cannot, without the ſtrongeſt 
proofs were gi ven of it, be led to imagine 
that any thing ſo very unuſual ſhould take 
place in this diſeaſe only. Mr Hunter 
indeed gives as the chief reaſon which he 
ugg geſts in ſupport of his opinion, that 
the diſeaſe can in many cales be cured 
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by raifing a violent ſtimulus of another 
« kind *. ˙ I muſt however fay, that I ne- 
ver met with an inſtance of this, nor have 
I been able to hear of any who have done 


fo; neither has Mr Hunter, in treating of 


the method of cure, mentioned any ar- 
ticle for the purpoſe of As the diſeaſe 


in this manner. 


The opinion ſeems to have eib from 
mercury being known to act as a very 
powerful ſtimulant; but although this 
will be very generally admitted, yet it is 
alſo well known that this ſtimulating et- 
fect of mercury, is not only unneceſlary 
for the cure of Lues Venerea, but that it 
is one of the moſt diſtreſsful occurrences 
that we meet with in the treatment of this 


diſeaſe, and that the more we can counter- 


act it, conſiſtently with the quantity of 
the medicine to be given, the more cer- 
tainly do we ſucceed. So evidently in- 
deed is this the caſe, that it may be conl!- 


dered : as one of the Principal defiderata in 
ttt 


* Vide „ 
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che cure of ſyphilis, the means of throw- | 
ing mercury in an active ſtate into the 
ſyſtem, and in ſufficient quantity for the 
ſpeedy cure of the diſeaſe without pro- 
.ducing theſe ſtimulating effects. Were 
we poſſeſſed of this the cure of Lues Ve- 
nerea would be accompliſhed with eaſe, 
apd probably i in one half of the time thar 
is now found neceſſary. With the aſſiſt- 
ance of anodynes we in ſome degree coun- 
teract the ſtimulating effect of mercury, 
but the moſt powerful we can employ, 
| even opium itſelf, is not always ſufficient ; 
ſo that we We only by exhibiting the 
medicine in ſmall quantities, and inter- 
rupting the uſe of it altogether whenever 
it excites much fever, or proves otherwiſe 
ſo powerfully ſtimulating as to be produc- 
tive of much uneaſineſs. 

Another obvious proof may be men- 
tioned of this ſtimulating effect of mer- 
cury being in no degree neceſſary for the 
cure of Lues Venerea. From time to time 
we meet with conſtitutions in which none 
of the uſual effects of the medicine are 
O 3 ever 
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ever produced, and yet even in theſe it of. 
ten cures the diſeaſe. I muſt indeed ac- 
| knowledge, that it does not with ſuch cer: 
tainty ſucceed if ſalivation cannot be ex- 
cited; but this appears to proceed from 
the mercury in theſe caſes not having en- 
| tered. the circulation, and in no degree 
from ſalivation, as will hereafter appear, 
being neceſſary in the cure: neither does 
the quickneſs of pulſe, and other febrile 
ſymptoms which mercury uſually excite, 
ever prove uſeful. On the contrary, they 
always impede the progreſs of the cure; 
but from experience we know, that a quan- 
tity of mercury, ſufficient for the cure of 
the diſeaſe, cannot be thrown into the cir- 
culation, without being; productive of theſe 
diftreſsful ſymptoms. At one time I en- 
tertained a different opinion upon this 
point, but I think it fair to acknowledge, 
that farther and more extenſive experi- 
,ence has convinced me of my miſtake; 
and I now from much obſervation know, 
where ſalivation, quickneſs of pulſe, and 


other ſymptoms. indicating the introduc- 
tion 
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tion af mercury to the circulation are not 
induced, that we never can be ſure of cu- 
ring the diſeaſe however long the mercury 
may be continued. 7 | 
y may. farther TRY” © that 115 mercury 

acted in the cure of Lues Venerea by the 
irritation which it excites, other ſtimu-, 
lants ought alſo to do ſo; but we have not 
one authenticated inſtance, either of « 
ſingle ſtimulant, or of any combination of 
medicines of this claſs, having ever acy 
compliſhed a cure, which we cannot ſup- 
poſe would have been the caſe were the 
opinion which we are now conſidering 
well Tolpdefl.. 8 


Is: FP EAR 7 5 ſpecifically e 
heavier than any of the fluids of the hu 
man body, it was a prevailing idea with 
many that it operated chiefly in the cure 
of Lues Venerea by its weight. This opi- 
nion, however, ſeems to be equally ill- 
founded with the one that we have juſt 
been conſidering. It has not been found 
that other articles of equal or greater 

04 ponderoſity 
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ponderoſity cure this diſeaſe. It is dif. 
cult, or even impoſſible, to conceive that 
any medicine can prove uſeful merely 
from its weight; and we have no well 
authenticated inſtance of mercury in a 
metallic form having ever been diſcover: 
ed in any of our fluids. 4 Hr 

I may alſo obſerve, that the Eh weight 


| of mercury that enters the ſyſtem in any 


caſe of Lues Venerea muſt, for the moſt 
part, be very inconſiderable. Where the 
more active preparations of it are employ- 
ed this is particularly the caſe; but even 
Where triturated mercury is uſed internal- 
ly, the form now in common practice, we 
ſeldom find it neceſſary to exceed three 
or four drachms, and this requiring the 


ſpace of ſix, eight, or ten weeks, the quan- 


tity in the conſtitution at any one time 
muſt at all times be trifling. 


4. The nt prevalent opinion upon 
this queſtion at preſent is, that mercury 
cures the diſeaſe by the evacuations which 


it excites. This has been ſupported by 
Js | much 
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much ingenious argument; and as it is 
known that mercury ſeldom exiſts in the 
ſyſtem without producing an increaſe of 
one or more of the ſecretions, we need not 
wonder at the preference which on a cur- 
ſory view was given to this opinion. 1 
think, however, that it may be eafily 
ſhewn that it is not in this manner that 
mercury acts in the cure of ſyphilis. 
If this opinion were well founded, mer- 
cury ought to prove uſeful, or otherwiſe, 
in proportion to the evacuation which it 
excites. At one period this was generally 
believed to be the caſe, and accordingly 
the greateſt degree of ſalivation that a pa- 
tient could bear was commonly adviſed; 
but now that the treatment of ſyphilis is 
better underſtood, it is univerſally known 
that ſevere evacuations are not neceſſary, 
nay, that they often retard the cure. lt 
happens, indeed, as we ſhall hereafter more | 
particularly endeayour to ſhew, that ſome 
of the more inveterate ſymptoms of Lues 
| Venerea cannot always be cured but with 
ſuch quantities of METCury, as neceſſarily, 153 
in 
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in a great proportion of caſes, produce ſa- 
livation to a conſiderable height. But we 
judge that this is merely an accidental 
property of the medicine, and not neceſ. 
ſarily connected with the cure of the dif. 
eaſe, from our being able to remove all the 
lighter degrees of it without exciting ſa- 
livation, and from cures being occaſional. 
ly obtained even of the moſt. inveterate 
ſymptoms, without either the teeth, gums, 
or breath being affected. 

Neither does it appear 41 "ay power 
5 mercury in promoting any of the other 
ſecretions is in any degree uſeful in the 
cure of Syphilis; at leaſt inſtances often 
occur in which cures are accompliſhed 
without any ſenſible evacuation taking 
place. Nay, I have had evident proof 

of a cure being retarded by mercury going 

too freely off by perſpiration; and we 
daily meet with inſtances of this where it 
affects the bowels ſo as to excite diar- 
Thera. | 

If mercury acted in the cure of ſyphilis 


355 oreaſing the ſecretions, other eva- 
cuants 


, v > Sn th ad 
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cuants might alſo. be: ſuppoſed to! prove 

ſucceſsful: But no inſtance of this has 
happened, While we cannot doubt but 
that it muſt have been frequently percei- 
ved if any advantage had ever enſued 
from them. The neceſſity of promoting 
one or other of the ſecretions for the 
cure of other diſeaſes is' ſo frequent, and 


Lues Venerea ſo often takes place along 


with other ſymptoms, that every doubt 
would long ago have been removed. If 
the opinion which we are now conſidering 
had been well founded every practitioner 
muſt have obſerved inſtances of the diſ- 
caſe being cured by diaphoretics, diure- 
tics „and other evacuants 5 but none will 
probably aſſert that they have done ſo. _ 
We might, 4 priori, ſuppoſe, that ſyphi- 


lis cannot be cured by evacuants, but we 


know from experience that it is ſo, and 
that they do not even afford relief in any 
of the ſymptoms. We can eafily conceive 


| how thoſe diſeaſes that originate from 


affections of the ſolids, particularly ſuch 


as are produced by ſpaſm, or ſtricture. 


upon 
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upon the Fe may be much alleri | 
ated, or even altogether removed, by the 
operation of diaphoretics. By removing 
the cauſe the effect ought ſoon to ceaſe. 
But where ſymptoms are induced by con- 
tagion in the general 'maſs of blood, 
and where this contagion has a power 
of Propagating itſelf, as we have ſhewn 
to be the caſe in Lues Venerea, it does 
not appear how they are to be remo- 
ved by evacuations. By the uſe of dia- 
phoretics and other evacuants the quan- 
tity of fluids in the ſyſtem may no doubt 
be leſſened, but this will not alter the na- 
ture of thoſe that remain: If they were 
diſeaſed before they will ſtill continue to 
be ſo; for it is not alleged that medicines 
of this nature have the power of diſcharg- 
ing thoſe parts of the blood that are diſ- 
eaſed and leaving ſuch only as are ſound, 
and yet this would neceſſarily be the caſe 
if the venereal (diſeaſe could be cured by 
evacuarts. 


5. Of 
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5. Of all the. opinions that have yet 
been advanced concerning the operation 
of mercury in the cure of Lues Venerea, 
that which ſuppoſes it to act as an anti- 
dote is liable to the leaſt difficulty. This 
was long ago very univerſally admitted, 
nor was much doubt ever entertained of 
it, till attempts were made by theoretical 
writers to account for every diſeaſe, and 
for the operation of every medicine, upon 
ſuch general principles as are not often 
applicable in practice. Where principles 
of this kind are clear and evident, they 
_ ought certainly to be adopted, but the 
ſureſt method of having them overlooked 
in every caſe, is to attempt to introduce 
them in all. By doing ſo, abſurdities 
muſt often be admitted which tend to in- 
validate the whole, and by which many 
are led to throw aſide reaſoning in all 
caſes, who willingly would go into it if 
our ſyſtems of theory were confined to 
ſuch queſtions as it is in our power to ex- 
pain. / | 

: Writers 


BOS — == pang 


> 


« n 5 IE 
: 
* 'E > 
5 ESE 
5 


o 
o 
\ -* 
Fa +5 
. * 
3 7 
1 7 
" 
T7 
9 5 
var 
* ak 
4 4 
Fo 
, 
ty 
i 
j 
- 


5 
S 5 
By 
ax * 
FR: t 
* 4 
- if 
- 
1 
4 
3, 
_; 
ET 


3 S 
> ood Wn 
3 


22 Enn 3 
r >, i Se 
— = LT RT) 


206 Of the Remedies uſed Ch. IV. 


Writers of this'claſs deny the antidotal 


power of every medicine, merely from 
their not being able to account for the man. 
ner in which they act. They do not conſi. 


der that many of the moſt common opera- 
tions of chemiſtry are equally inexplicable. 
Thus no perſon oan ſay why or in what 


manner the properties of an alkali ſhould 


inſtantly be deſtroyed by an acid brought 
into contact with it. I do not ſay that 
the operation of mercury in the cure of 
ſyphilis is analogous to this; but the one 


I think is equally incomprehenfible with 
the other, and that mercury acts in this 


diſeaſe conſiſtently with the 1dea which 
we affix to an antidote is at leaſt highly 
probable. What I conceive to be the 
property of an antidote, is, that when it 


comes in contact with the poiſon for which 


it is appropriated, it either renders it al- 


together i inert or ſo far changes its nature 


that no dileterious effects are produced 
by it. Now it ſo happens that we can 


bring more deciſive proofs of this being 


the effect of mercury in the cure of Lues 
Venerea, 


Sect. IV. mt yl wed 


Venerea, chem! we. might at firſt imagine | 
would be in our power in accounting for 
the action of any medicine in the cure of 
any diſeaſe. r e ochers the n, 

may be enumerated. fr var! 
1ſt, We know 3 experiment thut 410 
matter of Lues Venerea on being mixed 
with triturated mercury is rendered inert, 
and will not produce the diſeaſe. The 
fact is recorded by the beſt authority, the 
late Doctor Cullen, who having ſupport- 
ed more ably perhaps than any other per- 
ſon an oppoſite opinion, we are not to ſup- 
poſe that he would have given room to 
what militated ſo ſtrongly againſt it if he 
had not been convinced of the fact being 
well founded. His words are, © A phy- 
fician took a quantity of matter from a 
venereal chancre, and mixing it with .a 
quantity of Plenk's gummy ſolution of 
mercury, he applied this mixture to a 
ſound perſon, but could not find that it 
produced either chancre or any other {y- 
inn ſymptom *.“ This fact of itſelf 
g : might 


* Vide a Treatiſe on the Materia Medica by the 
late Dr William Cullen. Vol. II. p. 448. 
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might be judged to be deciſive, but more 


complete conviction is obtained of its be. 
ing ſo from every view that we can take of 
the chief phenomena obſerved to occur 


from the operation of een in the cure 


of this diſeaſe. 
2dly, We have daily ne of hi 


power of mercury in the cure of venereal 
ſores, not merely by acting upon the diſ- 


eaſe in the conſtitution, but on being lo- 
cally applied to chancres and * ul- 


Cers. 


In anſwer to this it is ſaid that 4 


ſores may be cured by other articles be- 


ſides mercury. Allowing this to be the 
caſe, it is ſufficient for our purpoſe that 
they are more certainly and more ſpeedi- 
ly cured by mercurial applications than 
by any others; a fact ſo notorious that 


mercury in one form or other is now the 


chief dreſſing for chancres all over Eu- 
rope. Copper has been much extol led for 
this purpoſe, but although I have uſed it 


in every variety of form, it has never 
proved 


. equal bo be different © PrePs Tath 
of. mercury. 25 e 
It is alſo laid Ants ;nheretiiyn hi not wy 
ways cure yenereal ulcers, which it ought 
we are told, to do, if it acted as an anti- 
dote. This kind of cavil, however, re- 
quires no ſerious refutation. We may re- 
gret that our medicines will not cure every 
diſeaſe, but all will allow that we are more 
certain of curing -{yphilis, by means of 
mercury than of removing any other Gale 
eaſe by any remedy eee, 


th Beſides theſe cad ates of mer- 
cury upon the matter of Lues Venerea, 
we have the cleareſt proofs that can be 

wiſhed for of its acting as an antidote to 

che virus through the whole progreſs of 
| the diſeaſe. Nay: the very practice of 
thoſe who combat this opinion tends to» 
evince it, although they do not ſeem to be 
ſenſible of its doing ſo. The firſt ſymp- 
tom of the diſeaſe that commonly ſucceeds 
to chancre, is bubo, produced, as is now 
univerſally known, by the venereal virus 
Vol,, - 1 being 


+» - 3 op 


fro Of iv Remker 0 


being abſorbed and lodged in a bnd . 


gland. Now it is acknowledged by all 
who have oonſidered the ſubject, that our 
beſt practice here is to bring the mercury 
that we mean to employ as quickly as 
poſſible into contact with the virus lodged 


in the obſtructed gland. Nay, of ſo much 


importance is it that this ſhould be done, 
that although we may prevent the ſyſtem 


from ſuffering, by uſing the medicine in 


a different manner, yet no other practice 
will prevent the virus from continuing to 
irritate the obſtructed gland till it is at 
laſt thrown out by a complete formation 
of matter. Now in what manner! does 


the mercury act here ? It cannot be by 


diſſolving the texture of the blood, for we 
have already ſhewn that this does not 
happen if it be not from a courſe of mer- 
oury long continued, while buboes are 
often removed by a very ſhort applica- 
tion of it. It cannot be by its weight, for 
a few grains of it often proves ſufficient ; 


and beſides, it would have in moſt inſtan- 


ges to act contrary to its own gravity 
T9 It 
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It is not by exciting irritation; under any 
kind of modification, for when mercury . 
ſucceeds in reſolving theſe tumours the 
pain produced by the firſt formation of 
them very quickly ſubſides, while no ir- 
ritation of any other kind ever ſucceeds to 
Neither does it act by exciting eva- 
. ; nor could evacuations be of any 
avail. The diſeaſe is here in a local ſtate: 
In the formation of bubo the matter does 
not neceſſarily enter the ſyſtem, ſo that 
there is nothing to carry off. I there- 
fore think we may fairly conclude, that 
as the action of mercury in the cure of 
buboes cannot be explained in any other 
manner, and as we find from the teſti- 
mony of all practitioners, that it does not 
tend to remove them by diſcuſſion if it be 
not brought into direct contact with the 
venereal virus, that it proves effectual 
only by acting as an antidote. In my 
opinion this affords the cleareſt proof 
of its doing ſo that can be defired. It 
even removes the objection that has 
been Rated | to the antidotal power which 
„ Me 
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we ſuppoſe mercury to exert in the cure 
of chancres, where it is faid that theſe 


ſores can be cured by other applications; 


for in the treatment of buboes no practi. 
tioner has ever ventured to ſuppoſe that 


they can be reſolved by the abſorption of 


any other remedy but mercury. 


. In 3 the effec of mercury 
upon the venereal virus ſtill farther, we 
have all along the cleareſt evidence of its 
acting as an antidote, In the treatment 
of many of the {ſymptoms of {yphilis, al- 
moſt as ſoon as we can ſuppoſe the mer- 


cury to have entered the ſyſtem, the ſame 


kind of relief is obtained which we expe- 
rience from this remedy when it proves 
ſucceſsful in refolving buboes. This is 
particularly the caſe in the venereal ſore 
throat, where a good deal of uneaſinels 


| generally prevails till mercury is given, 
and in which much relief is commonly ob- 


tained ſoon after it is employed, without 


ADN other Hritation being excited, and of- 
ten 
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ten before the medicine has produced any 
evacuation whatever. | 


gcbly, We conclude chat the relief ex- 
perienced from the internal uſe of 'mer- 
cury in the treatment of local venereal 
ſymproms proceeds from the medicine 
coming in contact with the virus, in the 
firſt place, from our finding, as. I have 
juſt obſerved, that it is analogous to what 
happens in the cure of buboes, where we 
know that the mercury is directly applied 
to the virus; and ſecondly, from our ha- 
| ving convincing proofs of the medicine 
entering the circulation almoſt in every 
caſe in which it proves ſucceſsful, and 
therefore that it muſt be applied to every 
part that is diſeaſed. Some indeed have 
alleged that mercury never enters the cir- 
culation. In a metallic. form this may 
perhaps be the caſe, but that the eſſential 
parts of it paſs into the ſyſtem is obvious, 
not merely from its influence in curing 
diſeaſes, but from the taſte which it gives 
to the laliva, although it be abſorbed at 
9 Pp : | a 
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a diſtant part of the body; ; and from the 


effect produced by the exhalation of 2 
perſon under mercury upon gold and fil- 
ver carried in the pocket, which is exactly 


fimilar to that which occurs from mercu- 
ry being rubbed upon theſe metals. 
6Gthly, It has been ſtated as an objection 


to this opinion, that the quantity of mer- 
cury employed for the cure of Lues Ve- 


nerea is ſo ſmall, that it is difficult to con- 


ceive how it can have influence upon the 


general maſs of blood, to which it bears 


ſuch a ſmall proportion. To obviate this 


difficulty an ingenious opinion has been 
offered. As we perceive the venereal vi- 
rus to produce effects chiefly upon parti- 
cular parts, it is ſuppoſed that all that 
exiſts of it in the maſs of blood may be 
thrown out upon or be attracted by theſe 
parts, and therefore that the mercury em- 
ployed in the cure, inſtead of acting upon 


the general maſs of blood, may be ſup- 


poſed to exert all its influence upon the 


diſeaſed parts Pry. *, > 
1 

: * Vide 8 on Mercury, by Dr Andrew 

Duncan, Profeſſor of Medicine in the Vniverlity « of 

Edinburgh. 
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8 think it more probable, however, 
from 1 many: of the phenomena of the diſ- 
| eaſe, and it muſt undoubtedly be fo if 
the opinion which I thus endeavour to ſup- 
| port be well faͤunded, that the whole maſs 
of blood is tainted in an equal degree 
while any part of the contagion remains 
in the conſtitution, and that the mercury. 
employed in the cure acts equally upon 
every part of it. We know that the dif- 
eaſe itſelf may be produced by a very 
ſmall particle of matter. We may juſt 
as readily ſuppoſe therefore that it may 
be cured by a ſmall quantity of any re- 
medy that acts as its antidote ; and it. is.” 
perhaps. equally difficult to explain the 
manner in which ſuch a ſmall portion of 
matter acts in aſſimilating quickly to its 
own nature ſuch a large proportion of our 
fluids, as It is to account for the manner 
in which the mercury operates which we 
employ for curing the {ripproms produced 
Ri, 
Upon the whole; cent as the ac- | 
tion of mertury in the cure of Lues Vene 
| 1 4 rea 
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rea is not accounted for by ay oth ” 
opinion that has yet been propoſed ; as we 
have complete evidence of the diſeaſe be- 
ing at all .times the effect of contagious 
matter having got acceſs to the blood; ; as 
the local effects of this matter are cured 
by mercury, whether they appear in the 
form of ulcers or by obſtructing the lym- 
phatic glands; as no other remedy hither- 
to employed operates with certainty, either 
in removing this matter from the blood, 
or in obviating the effects of it; as mer- 
cury ſeldom or never fails in curing ſy- 
philis, when it can be made in ſufficient 
quantity to enter the blood, if it be not 
when Lues Venerea is connected with 
other diſeaſes, or with ſuch peculiarities 
of conſtitution as will not bear a ſufficient 
quantity of mercury; and as no inſtance 
perhaps can be adduced of a cure being 
accompliſhed where the preſence of mer- 
cury in the blood was not rendered obvi- 
ous either by the uſual effects of it upon 
the mouth or upon gold and filver car- 
ried in the pocket, we have no reaſon to 

1 doubt 
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4s bt of this remedy operating perhaps 
entirely as an antidote; that is, by ren- 
dering the matter of contagion inert or 
incapable either of exciting the diſeaſe, 
or continuing the ſymptoms even after the 
diſeaſe has been produced. 


Iv. "Of rhe Preparations oF Mereary. 


1 have end Ma Sete to ob- 
ſerve that crude mercury is not ſoluble 
in any of the fluids which it uſually meets 
with in the human body ; and as no ef- 
fects reſult from it while it remains in 
this inſoluble ſtate, it has been confidered 
as a very important object to prepare it 
in ſuch a manner that it may with moſt 
eaſe and ſafety be introduced into the ſyſ- 
tem in a ſoluble form. It unfortunately 

happens, however, that all the active pre- 
parations of mercury, I mean fuch as 
prove effectual in curing the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, are apt to excite very diſagrecable 
5mproms, particularly ſalivation to a 
2 diſtreſsful 


0 $ a" 
I 
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diſtreſsful height, purging, and ene 
debility. Scarcely any practical point 
therefore has met with more attention than 
the different methods of exhibiting mer- 


cury. Regular practitioners have in all 
countries been anxious to render mereury 


at the ſame time active and ſafe, while it 
has been the pride of every empirick to 


be able to boaſt of ſome new diſcovery by 


which this remedy may be given with 


freedom and ſafety, without being depri- 


ved of any of its eſſential properties. 
The preparations of mercury are ac- 
cordingly numerous: I could mention 


upwards of five hundred. The conſe- 
quence of which is, that much doubt 


and uncertainty has taken place concern- 
ing them ; for while one preparation has 
been in common uſe with ſome practi- 


tioners, we find it entirely neglected by 


others; and in ſome countries Preparations 


of mercury are employed daily which in 


others are very generally condemned. 
This would lead to the concluſion of 


our being able to cure the diſeaſe, with 
perhaps 
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perhaps equal eaſe 4 ſafety, with a great | 
variety of theſe preparations, and this I 
believe to be in ſome meaſure the caſe. 
We are very apt to fall into a routine of 
practice, from which it is with ſome diffi- 
culty that we emerge, and which there- 
fore every practitioner ought early in 
life to avoid. In no inſtance is the 
want of attention to this more conſpicuous 
than in our practice m Lues Venerea, 
where the ſame practitioner very com- 
monly perfiſts in the ſame method of ex- 
hibiting mercury, and is therefore ſoon 
induced to ſuppoſe that no other is equal- 
ly powerful ; whereas, were he to make 
trial of others, he would find many by 
which the diſeaſe can be cured with equal 
eaſe, expedition, and certainty. To enu- 
merate all the preparations of mercury 
that have been employed, could anſwer 
no good purpoſe ; and being unneceſſary, 
the attempt would be improper. I ſhall 
| hortly mention, however, all ſuch as are 


in general uſe, with the views which prac. 
titioners 
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titioners have in giving a preference of 
one to the other. 

It is found by experience that mercury 

n Fin rendered ſoluble, ſo as to Prove 


active chen received into the ſyſtem, by 


three different proceſſes; by trituration; 
by calcination; and by ſolution 1 in various 1 

JJ EE - 
Whether any property is communica. 
ted by any of theſe proceſſes to mercury 
which it did not before poſſeſs it may be 
difficult to determine. It would appear 
that they render mercury active nearly 
in proportion to the degree of ſolubility 
which they give to it; and this again 
ſeems to depend in a great meaſure upon 
the degree of ſeparation which theſe pro- 
ceſſes produce between the different par- 
ticles of the mercury: At leaſt this is 
clearly the effect of trituration. We have 
ſeen that in a crude ſtate this metal is 
altogether inert; we find by experience 
that it proves active in proportion to the 
trituration which it receives; and as by 
calcination and ſolution it becomes ſtill 
more 


ad, TY; in E Venerea. 22 


more active POT it can be made by tri 
ture alone, we conclude that theſe proceſ- 
ſes are better calculated for producing "RF 
more complete diviſion of its particles. 

By agitation alone mercury may be re- 
duced to the ftate of a powder, as Was 
firſt attempted by Doctor Boerhaave, and 
afterwards by the very ingenious Doctor 
Saunders of London ; but the length! of 
time required for this being conſiderable, 


| practitioners have been accuſtomed to tri- 


turate the mercury with ſuch ſubſtances ag 
tend more effectually to keep the particles 
of the metal ſeparate from each other, by 
which, while the virtue of the medicine 


is not leſſened, the proceſs for obtaining 


it is much ſhortened. This, accordingly, 
is the foundation of various active prepa- 
rations of mercury, of which the follow- 
ing are in ost frequent uſe. | 


I. Where mercury. is triturated with 
unctuous ſubſtances, and uſed externally 
only, as is the caſe in the emplaſtrum hy- 
eee of the London and Edinburgh 

diſpenſatories, 
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dipcniaviries;: and. i in the unguentum 95 


| Urargyri vel mar 


le 294 is nitric with gums, 
mucilages, and ſaccharine ſubſtances, and 
chiefly employed for internal uſe, as in 
the pilule hydrargyri pharm. Lond. et 
Edin.; in the ſolutio mercurialis gummoſa 
of Plenk; in the injectio metcurialis; and 
ſpel mercuriale. 1964311 tot-b9 1 50 


LET! Where is 15 triturated with dry cal- 
careous powders, fuch as crabs eyes, and 
prepared chalk, forming what is uſually 
termed. mercurius alkaliſatus *. 

Beſides theſe, mercury might be tritu- 
rated with other ſubſtances with perhaps 


equal advantage. Sulphur alone ſeems to 
render it inert, or nearly ſo. The more 


friction that is given to mercury mixed 
with other ſubſtances the more active it 


becomes, while the more that it is rub- 
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.. - * Preſcriptions for each of theſe, as well as for the 


preparation of every other article which [ſhall have cc: 


gaſion to mention, will be given in the Appendix. 
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A very active preparation of mercury 
is s obtained by means of heat : it is term- 
ed mercurius calcinatus, and is the bafis 
of different pills and powders, In this 
proceſs the mercury is reduced to a calx 
by long expoſure to a very conſiderable 
degree ofheate 7.125 itt 17 $< 100 
- Mercury is found to be more or leſs 
ſoluble in every acid, and the calx or ſalt 
obtained from theſe ſolutions gives the 
moſt active form of the e Wen 
which we are acquainted. 


» * „ $3 


* 


11 Mercury combined with the muri- 
atic acid gives, by different proceſſes, the 
mercurius ſublimatus corroſivus, or hy- 
drargyrus muriatus corroſivus; and mer- 
curius dulcis, calomel, or hydrargyrus 
muriatus mitis; from the firſt of which 
are prepared the ſolutio mercurii ſpirituo- 
ſa of Van Swieton; the aqua phagadenica 
and other watery ſolutions of corroſive 
ſublimate of different e and pilulze e 

Mercur 10 


5%, 
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mercurio corroſivo. Exon: the latter, viz. 


mercurius dulcis, are prepared a variety 
of active formulæ both for internal and 
external uſe; but theſe differing only in 
the vehicles by which they are convey. 
ed it is not neceſſary to enumerate them 


| Y . 8 70 5 > — F 2 4 : 
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2dly, With the acid of nitre, from 
which is prepared mercurius precipitatus 
raber, the baſis of various external appli- | 
cations; -unguenitum hydrargyri nitrati 
mitius, vel unguentum citrinum; and pul- 
vis mercurii cinereus. 1 


zdly, With the vitriolie acid, with which 
we prepare turpethum minerale, or hy- 


dragyrus vitrolatus flayus. 


athly, With the acid of vinegar, from 
which is prepared Keyſer's pills; analo- 
gous to which is the terre feuilleté mer- 


curielle of Preſlavin, prepared with mer- | 


waged Giſolved i in he acid of tartar. 
Mercury 


{636 of jedobis Fe bob, e and 
ſpar ; and in a greater or leſſer degree it is 
ſoluble, as I have already obſerved, in] per- 
haps every acid; but as every uſeful pur- 
poſe of the medicine may be obtained 
from one or other of the foregoing forms, 
it appears to. be unneceſlary to enumerate 
more ; particularly, as thoſe who wiſh for 
Rane information will readily obtain it 
in the various Diſpenſatories publiſhed in 
different parts of Europe. 0 5 
It may here be proper to remark, that 


# 
DS 


although all of theſe preparations are in 


appearance different from each other, yet 
all of them ſeem to have nearly the ſame 
effect upon the mercury. They tend all 
to reduce it to the form of a calx, and in 
proportion as the calcination 1s complete- 
ly accompliſhed the medicine becomes ac- 
tive or otherwiſe. Even the trituration 
of mercury has the effect of reducing it 
to the ſtate of a calx, and it is obviouſly 
in this manner that ie is acted upon by 
acids; for when diſſolved in acids, and 
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a manifeſt difference in the calces that 


venereal diſeaſe, and they excite ſaliva. 


and with leſs diſtreſs in the operation, by 
ſome of theſe than by others. 


readily affect the ſtomach and bowels; 
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wed . 
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the ſolution evaporated, nothing but a 

pure calx is obſerved to remain. 
But although all of theſe preparations 
of mercury ſeem to be more or leſs aciye 
according as the calx which they produce 
is more or leſs perfect, there is however 


we obtain from them. All of them pro- 
duce the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of 
mercury upon the {ſyſtem ; they cure the 


tion; but this is done much more eaſily, 


Of all the preparations of mercury thoſe 
that we derive from triture alone ſeem to 
be the beſt for general uſe. They cure 
the venereal diſeaſe with the ſame cer- 
tainty as the others, and they do not ſo 


although the ſaline preparations of mer- 
cury, when completely ſeparated from the 
acid with which they are combined, may, 
under proper management, be given with 
perfect ſafety, and with equal oy 
0 


„ 


— 


of curing the diſeaſe. Corroſive ſubli- 
mate mercury, as it is termed, is one of 
- the moſt acrid of all the mercurial cal- 
ces *, inſomuch that ſcarcely any perſon 
can bear it in the doze of a grain, and 
in the quantity of a very few grains it 
acts as a poiſon; but even this very acrid 
remedy is rendered ſo mild by being de- 
 prived of the acid with which the mer- 
cury is united, that in the form of calo- 
mel it may with ſafety be given to the ex- 
tent of ſeveral grains at once f. We find 
alſo that the ſaline calces of mercury 


prove in ſome degree acrid in proportion 


to the ſtrength of the acid with which 


they are combined; hence all the com- 


binations of mercury with the muriatic 
acid, with the acid of nitre, and the vi- 
triolic acid, prove much more acrid than 
the calces obtained from mercury united 


with the acetous acid, or acid of tartar. 


It is therefore probable, if theſe prepara- 


tions of mercury could be entirely de- 
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prived of their ſaline combinations, that 
they would not differ in any material 
point from the preparations obtained of 
this metal by an TT 

As yet, however, we have not been able 
by any proceſs to which they have been 
ſubjected, to prevent them from operating 
very differently upon the human body, 
according to the kind of acid with which 
they are prepared. Thus, While ſimple | 
triturated mercury acts chiefly upon. the 
falivary glands, mercurius ſublimatus cor- 
roſiyus is more apt to act as a diaphoretic, 
and it readily excites nauſea and yomit- 
ing. The ſame preparation again, when 
more completely deprived of its acid, does 
not ſeem to affect the ſkin, nor in ſmall 
doſes does i it ſo readily 1 injure the ſtomach, 
while it acts with more certainty as a 
purge. Indeed calomel, in proper doſes, 
is perhaps one of our ſureſt purgatives; 
and in order to act upon the falivary 
glands it muſt either be given in ſmall 
doſes, frequently repeated, or combined 


with opium or ſome other aſtringent. 
| LE Mercurius 


gect. IV. in Lues Venerea. 


Mercurius cinerius is alſo apt to act parti- 
cularly upon the bowels, while the com- 
bination of mercury with the vitriolic 
acid in the form of Turbeth's mineral, 
or hydrargyrus vitriolatus fla vus, chiefly 
operates upon the ſtomaccg. 

It is proper that in practice theſe differ- 
ent actions of the preparations of mercury 
ſhould be kept in view; for although all 
of them, as I have obſerved already, will, 


under proper management, cure the ve- - 


nereal diſeaſe, ſome advantage is occa- 


fionally obtained from adapting them as 
much as poſſible to the nature of the 
ſymptoms for which they are intended. 


0 


Thus, when a mercurial emetic is wiſhed 


for, we give Turbeth's mineral; calomel 
Is always given as a mercurial purgative 
and in particular affections of the ſkin 


— 


corroſive ſublimate appears in ſome in- 
ſtances to ſucceed where other prepara- 
tions of mercury have failed. 
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the different Methods of exhibiting 
Mercury. 


— 


In the cure of Lues Venerea, mercury, 
in every form, acts either locally upon 
particular ſymptoms, or it enters the ſyſ- 
tem and cures the diſeaſe of the conſtitu- 
tion. I ſhall afterwards have occaſion to 
ſpeak more particularly of the treatment 
of the local ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, at 


preſent we ſhall attend chiefly to the dif- 
ferent methods of throwing mercury into 
the ſyſtem. 1 ls 


Three different methods have been em- 
ployed for exhibiting mercury ; by con- 
veying it in the form of fumes ; by taking 
one or other of the preparations of mer- 
cury into the ſtomach ; and by applying 
them to the ſurface of the body. 

The fumes of mercury are applied to 
the body by burning mercurial calees in 
the patient's chamber. By thus breath- 

ing, 
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ing, as it were, a mercurial atmoſphere, 
and having the fumes equally applied to 
every part of the ſurface of the body, the 


uſual effects of mercury upon the ſyſtem 


are ſoon produced, more quickly perhaps 


than by any other method. Cinnabar is 


commonly employed for this purpoſe; but 
Turbeth's 
ſulphur, and Æthiop's mineral, anſwer 
equally ,I. 

Where it is meant to raiſe a ſalivation 
ſuddenly, or to throw mercury ds. 
into the ſyſtem, this is perhaps the ſureſt 
method of doing it; for with the fumes 
of mercury a ſalvation is ſometimes ex- 
cited in the courſe of a few hours. This 
brought the practice into much reputa- 


tion, when ſalivation alone was confider- 


ed as the chief part of the cure ; but now 


when it is known that Lues Venerea may 
be cured without any ſevere degree of ſa- 
livation being excited; that the more gra- 
dually mercury is thrown into the ſyſtem, 


the more effectually it operates; and that 


very violent effects are ſometimes produ- 
5 Q4 ced 


mineral, with the addition of 
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ced by fumegating with mercury, the 


practice has of late been very generally 
laid aide 

I think, however, that it may occaſion- 
ally be employed with advantage; and in 
different inſtances I have found this to be 
the caſe. I will not ſay that it ſhould 
ever come into general practice, but I am 
clearly of opinion that it ſhould not in all 


_ caſes be laid aſide. The fumes of mer- 


cury being applied to venereat ſores will 
ſometimes forward a cure when every 
other preparation has been tried in vain; 
and I have met with a few caſes in which 
the mercury either went off too rapidly 
by ſtool, when taken into the ſtomach, or 
where it was not abſorbed if applied in 
the form of unction to the ſurface of the 
body, and in which it ſoon proved, effec- 
tual when uſed in this manner. It is par- 
ticularly uſeful where venereal ſores are 
ſeated on parts of much importance; and 


where, from making a rapid progreſs, there 


is cauſe to dread that they may prove ha- 
zardous. In ſuch circumſtances we {el- 
dom 


ſymptoms by fumigating with mercury; 
but this is perhaps all that we ſhould ex- 
pect from it. 
ſubtile nature than any other mercurial 
application. It therefore enters the ſyſ- 
tem more readily ; > but the effects produ- 
ced by it are not uſually permanent. By 

a Proper application of the fumes of mer- 
cury ſores may be healed ſpeedily, and 
the pains induced by venereal nodes very 
completely removed, and yet the diſeaſe 


will return in full force if this practice 


alone ſhould be truſted. When therefore 


it is judged proper, for the reaſon I have. 
given, to employ mercury in this manner, 


and when the {ymptom for which it was 
employed is checked, the cure ſhould be 
completed by ſome other preparation, the 
effects of which, although flow, are more 
permanent, as view generally happens, 
both from a proper application of mercu- 


rial ointment, and from the internal exhi- 
bition of the common mercurial pill. In 


this manner much benefit may be derived 


„2 


It is obviouſly of a more 
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ced by fumegating with mercury, the 
practice has of late been very generally 
laid aſide | 

I think, however, that it may occaſion. 
ally be employed with advantage; and in 
different inſtances I have found this to be 
the caſe. I will not ſay that it ſhould 


ever come into general practice, but I am 


clearly of opinion that it ſhould not in all 
caſes be laid aſide. The fumes of mer- 
cury being applied to venereal ſores will 
ſometimes forward a cure when every 
other preparation has been tried in vain; 
and I have met with a few caſes in which 


the mercury either went off too rapidly 
by ſtool, when taken into the ſtomach, or 


where it was not abſorbed if applied in 


the form of unction to the ſurface of the 


body, and in which it ſoon proved effec- 
tual when uſed in this manner. It is par- 


ticularly uſeful where venereal ſores are 


ſeated on parts of much importance; and 
where, from making a rapid progreſs, there 
is cauſe to dread that they may prove ha- 


zardous. 
dom 
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— 2 


In ſuch circumſtances we ſel - 


dom fail in giving a ſudden check to tge 2M 
ſymptoms by fumigating with mercury 5 "FL 3 
but this is perhaps all that we ſhould xxx, 
pect from it. It is obviouſly of a more 3 
ſubtile nature than any other "mercurial | 
application. It therefore enters the „„ 1 


tem more readily; but the effects produ- 9 


ced by it are not uſually permanent. By _ = 3 
a proper application of the fumes of mer- ER 
cury ſores may be healed ſpeedily, and "f 


the pains induced by venereal nodes very, 


completely removed, and yet the diſeaſe | 


will return in full FA if this practice Wo 


alone ſhould-be truſted. When therefore "2 "0 


it is judged proper, for the reaſon I have. . 
given, to employ mercury in this manner, 
and when the ſymptom for which it was | $ 


employed is checked, the cure ſhould be _ 
completed by ſome other preparation, the 2 
effects of which, although flow, are more Y 


permanent, as very generally happens, 9 


both from a proper application of mercu- 3 


rial ointment, and from the internal exhi- : 
bition of the common mercurial pill. In 
this manner much benefit may be derived _ 4 
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from a remedy which ſeems to have been 
laid aſide without any ſufficient reaſon, 
and from our truſting to it alone when 

others ought to be given along with it. 
The fumes of mercury may alſo be ap- 
plied with ſafety. They appear to prove 
hurtful chiefly when received in too great 
quantity into the lungs, but this may 
eaſily be prevented by burning a ſmall 
quantity at once; and we may even con- 
fine the ſteam to the ſurface of the body, 
or to any particular part of it. Such boxes 
as are employed for confining the ſteam 
in vapour baths anſwer the ſame purpoſe 

here. e 

We have daily proofs of mercury en- 
tering the ſyſtem by being abſorbed from 
the ſtomach and inteſtines; but this mode 
of exhibiting the remedy is liable to one 
very important difficulty. Every prepa- 
ration of mercury that has yet been in- 
vented, is apt to irritate either the ſto- 
mach or bawels, by which they not only 
excite ſickneſs and purging, but by depri- 
ving the patient of appetite he ſoon be- 
comes 
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comes weak and emaciated. When 
ed far indeed the effects of mercury given 


in this manner are in ſome inſtances very 


ul. The ſtomach becomes ſo 
much weakened that food of every kind 


is either immediately rejected or re- 
mains undigefted, and the bowels are {ſo 
entirely deprived of their tone, that they 


em to loſe all power of retention. Even 
when completely emptied a degree of te- 


neſmus often takes place, from which a 


great deal of miſery is often experienced. 
The preparations of mercury which 
prove leaſt hurtful to the ſtomach and 
bowels are ſuch, as I have already obſer- 
ved, as we obtain by agitation or triture 3 
but even theſe prove frequently trouble- 
ſome, and require always a good deal of 
management. They ſhould never be given 
in large doſes ; and as ſoon as the leaſt 
degree of irritability is induced by them, 
either in the ſtomach or inteſtines, an 
opiate ſhould be given along with them. 
Of theſe preparations, the beſt and moſt 
convenient form is the blue pill of the 

| „ „ Edinburgh 
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© Edinburgh Diſpenſatory ; of which four 
grains of the maſs, which contains one 
grain of mercury, being given three times 
a-day, will in a great proportion of caſe 
render the mouth fore in a very ſhort 

i pace of time. Some conſtitutions indeed 
require more, but this ſeldom happens 
with mercury duly triturated. Wherever 
much more than this has been given the 
mercury has either not been properly tri- 
turated, or we may conclude that much 

of it has paſſed through the inteſtines with- 

out being abſorbed, or that the conſtitu- 
tion of the patient reſiſts this effect of mer- 


* 


cury. J e6s 
Mercurius alkaliſatus, and Plenk's ſo- 
lution of mercury in mucilage of gum 
arabic, are nearly of the ſame nature with 
the blue pill, but they are both more apt 
5 to purge, particularly the latter, notwith- 
= ſtanding of all that Plenk the inventor has 
| ſaid to the contrary. When properly pre- 
pared no more mercury ſhould bè given 
in either of theſe formulæ than in the 


0 mercurial pill; and as a much greater 
3 „ quantity 
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quantity is commonly directed, this can 
only proceed from neither of the prepara- 
tions being made with ſufficient exactneſs, 
and from much of the mercury which 
they contain being left altogether inert bỹʒʒ 
not being duly triturat. 
Many will' be ſurpriſed at the n — 
oſes of theſe articles which I have men 
tioned, as more thandouble of this is com- 
monly given. It is not uncommon to ad- 
viſe fix, ſeven, or eight of the blue pills 
daily ; and tweney grains of mercurius 
alkaliſatus is recommended for a doſe *. 
Now I know from daily experience that | 
the blue pill when properly prepared can- 1 


not be given in this quantity. I ſeldom 
give more than two pills a day, and ver 
rarely above three; and in each pill, ass 
I have obſerved, there is exactly one grain _ 8 
of mercury. But the maſs from which —_ 
theſe are formed is prepared with muc 2 
attention: They are triturated fix or ſe , __ * 
ven hofirs daily for thirty or forty days; 
(HERS! in ran. | - 4 
6 Vide Mr Hunter's Treatiſe on the Venereal Dif = 
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and when the mercurius alkaliſatus is pro- 


perly prepared it proves equally powerful; 
but it is ſo difficult to ſeparate the par. 
ticles of mercury when rubbed with a dry 
powder, that this preparation 1s now very 


generally laid aſide. It requires to be 


rubbed for at leaſt one hundred days, in 
order to bring all the mercury into a ſtate 


of activity. . 5 
Some are of opinion that mercurius 


calcinatus is equal in its effects to any of 


theſe preparations *. The doſe is a grain 


or two evening and morning, either in 


the form of a pill or powder. It will cer- 
tainly cure the diſeaſe, and it puts a ſtop 
to the ſymptoms perhaps as ſoon as any 
other form of mercury; but I have ſome- 
times thought that its influence is not fo 


permanent ; that 1s, the ſymptoms have 


been more apt to recur after ,a ſufficient 
quantity of this medicine was ſuppoled 
to be given. But to aſcertain this, ſo many 
facts are required that I cannot deciſive- 


[ 


ly ſpeak of it. From all that I know of 


| it, 
* Vide Appendix, No. 7, | 


r ©OaA 


it, however, it does not appear to be equal 


to the blue mercurial pill. The eaſe with 
which it is prepared ſeems to be the « only 
circumſtance inwhich it has a preference; 


but this is a point of little moment when 


put in competition with utility. Any ten- 
dency which it has to act upon the ſtomach 
and bowels may for the moſt part be 
checked by the addition of opium. 
Hydrargyrus muriatus corroſivus, com- 
monly termed Corrofive Sublimate, when 


it does not affect the ſtomach, proves fre- 


quently an uſeful medicine. It was never 
generally employed for internal 
the celebrated Van Swieton brought.it into 
repute. . It has fince been much uſed in 
almoſt every part of Europe ; and being 
eaſily diſguiſed, and not ſo apt to ſalivate 
as other preparations of mercury, it has 
formed the baſis of almoſt all the quack 
medicines that has of late been employed 
for the cure of Lues Venerea. 

Th# form of uſing this medicine by 
Van Swieton is, however, the moſt nau- 


ſecus of any, He adviſes it to be diſſol- 
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ved in ſpirits, and one or two ſpoonfuls 
containing from a quarter to half a grain 
of mercury, or even more, is commonly 
given evening and morning; and this! Is 
directed to be continued till a cure is ac- 
compliſhed *. Few can bear it in this man- 
ner; for it not only affects the ſtomach, 
but in this quantity is apt to excite diar- 
rhœa. Neither can it be with ſafety given 
in powder, as it is not eaſily levigated ſo 
finely as to prevent it from acting mecha- 
nically upon the ſtomach. The beſt form 
of uſing it ſeems to be ina watery ſolution, 
and this may either be given in a muci- 
laginous mixture or mixed with broths; 
or the ſolution may be made into a mals 
with crumb of bread, wheat-flour, or flour 
of liquorice, and divided into pills +. In- 
ſtead of giving it in larger doſes evening 
and morning, it anſwers better to give the 
ſame quantity divided into four or five. 
A grain of mercury may in this manner 
he 4 daily, that is, a quarter of a 
grain 

* Vide e 10. 
T Vide Appendix, No. 19. 
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grain four times a-day. Some have ad- 
viſed more, but this is the largeſt doſe 
that I have ever been able to continue for 

more than two or three days together. wy 
Opiates do not prove ſo effectual in pre- 
venting corroſive ſublimate from acting 
upon the ſtomach and bowels as they 
commonly do with other preparations of 
mercury. I have found nothing prove 
more uſeful for this purpoſe than decoc-- 
tion of guaicum and meſereon, or plenti- 
ful dilution with mucilaginous drinks and 
broths. . Theſe may act in the firſt place 
by ſheathing the ſtomach and bowels di- 
rectly from the effect of the medicine; 3 
and they may alſo prove uſeful by promo- 
ting the natural tendency which this form 
of mercury ſeems to have to paſs off by 
the ſkin. 

Mercurius dulcis, or calomel, is given 
by ſome in large doſes for the cure of u- 
philis, even to the extent of ten grains 
daily X. I have not found, however, that 
chis is neceſſary, and it very commonly 
Vi R injures 
Vide Appendix, No. 9. 
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injures York the ſtotiach ad bowels. It 


anſwers better in doſes of a grain repeated 


three times a day, by which it more rea. 
dily enters the blood than when given in 


larger quantities, and is leſs apt to be car- 


Tied off by ſtool, 


This form of mercury has king been i in 
general ufe, and there cannot be a great: 


er proof of its ſafety and utility than its 


being till preferred by many of our beſt 
practitioners. When calomel is com. 


pletely deprived of its acid, I believe it 


to be one of the beſt of our ſaline prepa- : 
fations of mercury. In this tate it com- 


monly operates mildly, and is equally 


| powerful with any other form of the me- 


dicine in curing the venereal diſeaſe. 
Mercury in this form is beſt given in a 


bolus, in pills, or in powder, for it is 


ſcarcely in any degree ſoluble in water. 


and it is ſo heavy that watery fluids do 
not ſuſpend 1 it, ſo that it cannot eaſily be 


given in a mixture. 


The 
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ther very uſeful Preparation of mercury *. 
It alſo requires to be given in a ſolid form. 
The doſe is two, three, or four grains 
evening and morning. Some have adviſ- 
ed more, but I have not found that in 
common practice more can with ſafety be 
given. It alſo makes a good mercurial 
ointment on being mixed in the propor- 
tion of a third art, to two bares of _ 
lar... rg ob Ree 
Hitletrpyras vitriolatus flavus, or tur- 
pethum minerale, is particularly apt, as I 
have already obſerved, to act upon the 
ſtomach; but even this form of mercury 
may be ſo given as to cure the venereal 
diſeaſe, and yet prove ſufficiently mild in 
its operation . In doſes of five, ſix, or 
ſeven grains, it ads as a violent emetic, 
but it may with ſafety be given to the ex- 
tent of a grain, two or three times a day, 
1 particularly if each doſe be con joined: with 
half a grain of opium. N | 
R2 Hin 5 
8 | 


 *® Vide Appendix, No. 15. f Vide No. 16. 
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- Hydrargyrus acetatus, or mercury com- 


1 with the acid of vinegar, is certain. 


ly more mild in its operation than any of 
the other ſaline calces of 1 mercury; nay, it 


; does not derange the ſtomach and bowels 


ſo much as triturated mercury is frequent- 
19 found to do; but from all the trials 


2 that I have made with it, I do not conſi- 


der it as equally certain in curing the ve. 
nereal diſeaſe. The ſymptoms abate while 
the patient is under it ; but if ſome other 
preparation of mercury is not employed, 


either along with it, or continued after- 


wards, they are apt to. appear again ſoon 
after it is laid aſide. 
I have the lame obſervations to offer 


on phoſphat of mercury, a preparation 


which, from the mildneſs of its operation, 


I was at firſt inclined to conſider as an 
uſeful acquiſition in the cure of ſyphilis. 
After very ample trials, however, of its 
effects, I am ſorry to ſay that it has not 
anſwered. © Whether given internally or 
applied outwardly in the form of unction, 


it can ſeldom. be made to affect the gums 
in 


Seck. WY. in Lues Penerea.. 65 


f Fu 


in any conſiderable degree, aud! in diffe- 
rent inſtances, the diſeaſe has returned 
quickly after this preparation had been 
continued, as there was much 7 to ö 
think, for a due length of tima 7); 1151 
17 have judged i it proper to take this — — 
ticular notice of all the preparations of 
mercury now generally employed for in- 
ternal uſe; and from what. I have ſaid, it | 
will be obvious that ſome of them are for 


ordinary purpoſes preferable. to others. In 


common practice, the preparations of mer- 8 


cury obtained by triture, and particularly 

the blue mercurial pill, will be found the 
beſt. But as caſes ſometimes occur which 
do not readily yield to any one form of 
medicine, we are under the neceſſity of 
having recourſe to others; and from what 
I have already had. occaſion to remark, 

the choice may be readily made. I ſhall 
befides have farther opportunities RE. 
ſpeaking upon this point in treating of 

the cure of the different ſymptoms of the 
diſeaſe, „ 1 % „ 
N. 
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Sac! eib in a great proportion of 
caſes we may cure the. diſeaſe with one or 
other of | theſe forms of mercury, and in 
moſt inſtances with no injury to the con- 

ſtitution, yet we find that even the mild- 
eſt Preparation, and under Whatever cau- 
tion it may be given, is occaſionally apt 

4, injure both the ſtomach and bowels in 
ſiuch a manner that we are under th. 
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ne- 
ceſſity either of giving it n too ſmall 
quantities for the purpoſe of curing the 
diſeaſe, or of laying it aſide perhaps en- 
tirely, i in order to make trial of the medi- 
eine in ſome other n 
Our ſureſt method of obviating this el. 
keel of mercury, is to throw it into the 
| ſyſtem by means of the abſorbents on the 
ſurface of the body; a practice which 
_ -onght as much as poſſible to be adopted, 
and to which the chief objection is, the 
-trouble of applying it. The advantages, 
however, which attend it are ſo great, that 
this and every other objection ſhould as 
much as poſſible be made to give way to 


it. A patient may be 10 fituated that he 
= | 5 cannot 
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cannot uſe t the medicine in qhis'w way; and 
inſtances ſometimes occur in which mer- 
cury i 18 not readily, taken up by the ab- 
ſorbents on the ſurface. In both caſes 
we are under the neceſſity of giving it 
inwardly, but no other cauſe can oc- 
cur for it. Nor would either of theſe 
be frequent. if the advantages of the Prac- 
tice were ſufficiently, explained to our pa- 


_ tients, and due attention given to the 


proper uſe of the mercury. . ſome- 
times indeed happens, that mercury does 
not caſily enter the ſyſtem in any form, | 
and does not in the uſual time affect either 
the ſalivary or other excretory organs. 
In ſuch caſes, where the ſymptoms of the 
diſeaſe are urgent, we ſhould not be con- 
fined to any one method of cure, and the 
medicine ſhould be given in every form 
in which it is likely to prove uſeful; but 
it is Proper to remark, that this Hd of 

failure is much more frequent from the 
” internal exhibition of mercury, than from 

the outward application « of 1 it, another i1 im- 

portant advantage that we derive from 
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uſing it in this manner. Different rea. 
1 in deed may be mentioned for this 
a being the caſe; the readineſs with which 
mercury given by the mouth is carried 
off by ſtool; the great quantity of food 


with which it is often mixed in the ſto- 


mach, and by which we may ſuppoſe that 
| a confiderable part of the fmall quantity 
| that we dare ever venture to give IN this 
manner is prevented from coming into 
contact with the abſorbents of the inte- 


ſtines; 3 and laſtly, the great extent of ſur- 


face to which we can apply it externally, 


By ſome ir is alleged as an objection | 


to this mode of uſing mercury, that 
we cannot exactly aſcertain the quantity 
that enters the ſyſtem. This, however, 
holds equally ſtrong againft every way in 
which we can give it, nor is it a point of 
any importance. It is not ſo much by the 
quantity that we employ, as by the effects 
vhich reſult from it, that we ought to be 
directed. The uſual effects of mercury 
: upon the mourh, and in the « cure nf” the 


E EE 


A 5 wit 
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| with! ſome patients, take place from half | 
| the quantity of the medicine required by 
others; but were it an object of much 
more importance than it appears to be, 
do not ſee how the quantity of active 
| mercury entering the fyſtem, in uu oy 
| that we uſe it, can be aſcertained. | | 
It is alſo mentioned as an objection to = 


the external uſe of mercury, that it is 
more apt to excite cue than when 
given by the mouth. This, however, 3s . 
not ſo much an objet tion to the practice | 


| as to the mode of conducting it. Mer- 


cury uſed in this manner enters the ſy- 


| ftem for the moſt part ſo readily, that 


thoſe who have not been accuſtomed: to 
preſcribe it, are no doubt apt to be de- 
ceived with it. It proceeds quickly to 


the ſalivary glands, and is thus more apt 


to excite ſudden ſalivation than when 
taken into the ſtomach; but this pro- 


ceeds altogether from inattention, and 


may be prevented by applying the mer- 
cury in ſmall quantity at firſt, and in- 


creaſing it. according to its effects. Our 
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Poſſible. Salivation appears to be the ef. 
fect of a certain quantity of mercury in 
the ſyſtem, in whatever way it is intro- 


medicine, and which I have endeavoured 
to ſhew, ought, in moſt inſtances, to be 

5 preferred, are equally. ready i to excite fa- 
. livation. It 18 true, that more : time 1s 
required to throw the quantity neceſſary | 
for this purpoſe into the ſyſtem by one 


- uniformly the ſame in whatever N it is 
5 . eee 


ä jections that have been made to this me- 
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being able to affect the, ſyſtem n more ſpee. | 
dily by the external application of mer. 


cury, ſhould be conſidered. as; another ad. 
vantage of this mode of uſing it; for the 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis, in ſome Woe: 

advance ſo rapidly, that it is an object of 
importance to check them as quickly as 


duced. Some of the more acrid prepara- 
tions paſs off indeed more readily. by other 
emunctories, but the milder forms of the 


mode than by another, but when this 
quantity is introduced, the effect of the 
mercury upon the glands of the mouth is | 


Upon the whole, 3 all the ob- 
thod 
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thod of (exhibiting mercury are trifling 
when compared with the advant A s.that N 
reſult from it, ſo that for en practice 
it ought. to be preferred. lt 
_ Town indeed that at one e ee 
of a very different opinion upon this 
point; but this aroſe from my not being 
ſo well acquainted with the ſuperior ad- 
yantages of uſing mercury in the form of 
unction as I now am, and Which I now 
| therefore very generally prefer. | 
Mercury will paſs into the ſyſtem i in va- 
rious forms from the ſurface of the, body. 
Lues Venerea has been cured by frequent 
immerſions of the feet and legs in a ſolu- 
tion of corroſive ſublimate. The applica- 
tion of a mercurial plaſter to the ſurface 
of the body, if of any confiderable extent, 
will alſo cure the diſeaſe; and we are in- 
debted to Mr Clare of London for a thi rd 
method of throwing mercury into the ſyſ- 
tem ce | Harfe B WO ca- 


0 Vide an Ny 6 on the Cars: of Abſceſſes dy d Cauf 
tic, &c. alſo a New Method of introducing Mercury 
uto the Circulation, by. P. Clare, Sur 890d: A 441 


252 Of the Remedies uſed + Ch. IV. 


lomel into the inſide of the cheeks M 
Clare found, and his obſervations have in 
ſome degree been confirmed by experience, 

that we can not only excite ſalivation by 
this means, but cure every ſymptom of 
ſyphilis. Nay, the rubbing of a few grains 
of calomel, mercurius einereus or mercu- 
rius Phoſphoratus, upon the inſide of the 
preputium or labia pudendi ſoon affect 
the ſyſtem and excites the mercurial fœtor 
iin the breath and ſoreneſs of the gums, 
But although ＋ have found this in ſome 
inſtances true, the practice has alſo in 
ſeveral of the trials that I made with it 
failed entirely; that is, At! did not cure 
the ſymptoms for which it was employed, 
and which were afterwards removed by | 
other preparations of mercury. I muſt 
own, however, : that the experience that] 
have had of this method of uſing mer 
cury does not entitle me to ſpeak decifve 
ly concerning it; but I conclude, either] 
that ſimilar failures, or ſome other objec- 

tions of importance, have occurred to i 


in the practice of others, for we do not 


t 


5 5 
. R454 
1 
— 

— . 0 
1 
= N 
48 
r 
Fein 
1 
Ly ks * 
23 : 
9 2 
Ls 7 * 
7 
- \ - 
4 i 
4 7 
N 
. , 
** ; 

U oY 4 
| } 

” i . 
=— 
n 

* N 
* * 
3 

- 4 

1. 48 
* tg * 
r 
4. | 

F 
4 
1 

3 
"2 

© 
.fA 
# 

» 

f ov 
GW, 

3 *© 
02H 
= + $8 
1 
[> 41 
Ss 4 
Ly * 

6 N ** 

„ 2.7 
ay 
1 Bi 

ON: 

4 

4; 

+34 

+» 'Þ 
4 
_ 

1 % 
2 4 

- 4 
LS 

14 N 
HZ . 
17 1453 
. 

1 

5 4 
1 

2 

+ bf 
F. 0 
af FT 
+> _ £3, b 
6% 
+ 4 N 
©. 8 
8 
b 4 
k,- 1 

- Mt 
pv #7 
l N. L 

3 

1 { 

* 

4 

N b 
LEM! 
jp 

? 


1 ; Y ä 
: * * 
” - | 
; 4 i a , 

3 8 218 3 . * 

* N : . to up 5 1 . * p . 22 8 5 3 

1 . * «S 5 * 3 9 K * 7% 1 'S * 84 * 2 * * 6 
3 +3 P * 0 8 > . * 

, 2 | 
- = b < 


now hear that it is employe 
Mr eee E pen e e -n publiſhed: A bret 
many yenfs s rr ent , 
One obvious HE of this; and of thin 
other modes that I have mentioned of 
uſing mercury externally, falling! into diſ- 
uſe is, that all of them appear to be in- 
| ferior to the method of introducing it 
in the form of an ointment, which was 
the firſt, I may obſerve, that was employ- 
ed for the cure of Lues Venerea. It is 
commonly termed the method of cure mp 
unction, or inunction. | N 

An ointment for this putpaliyt may be 
made with different proportions of mer- 
cury ; but the beſt that I have tried is 
that in which there are two parts of the 
unguent to one of crude mercury. In the 
form commonly uſed the ointment and 
mercury are in equal parts; but the other, 
while it appears to excite ſalivation with 
equal readineſs, and in the-ſame ſpace of 
time, has the advantage of not being ſo 
wh to irritate : the Web 2 
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vent in common uſe is pre. 
by triturating crude mercury with 

4 purified hog's lard, in one or other of the 
proportions that I have mentioned. This 
requires a great deal of triture in order to 
render the mercury ſuffic iently active. 
With a view to ſave the trouble of this 
an ointment is ſometimes prepared, by 
adding a third part of mercurius cinereus, 
or mercurius phoſphoratus, to two third 
parts of lard ; but, as I have already ob- 

| \ ſerved, the effects of this laſt preparation, 
in ſo far as my obſervation of it has gone, 
do not warrant the dependence that ſome 
have placed on it for the eure e of this dif 
m_ eee MIRO! Br 00 
In order to promote the . of 
mercury. it has been the practice with 
many to adviſe' the body to e immerſed 
in a warm bath; once and again, before 
Zo courſe is commenced, and to repeat it 
once or twice a- week during the whole 
continuance of it. They likewiſe think 
that the bathing proves uſeful by: giving 


the mercury a particular determination to 
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the kin; aa thus prey nting it from pro- 
duc ing ſalivation. have not found, how-" 
ever, that a frequent uſe of the warm 
bath is neceſſary. It cannot in every ſi- 
tuation be obtained but with much diffi- 
} culty, and if not very properly conducted 
it is apt, during a courſe of mercury, to 
expoſe the patient to ſuffer from the ef- 
fects of cold. Before the commencement 
of the courſe, eſpecially where the ſkin is 
particularly hard and dry, I have ſome- 
times thought it right to adviſe the uſe of 
a warm bath, but as in other inſtances of 
a a ſimilar nature the remedy has anſwered 
equally well where this precaution was 
not taken, I do not conceive that it is of 
much importance, and I Now 7 ſeldom em- 
ploy it. of = 
Where mercuryiis chiefly employed for 
the removal of a local ſymptom, ſuch as 
bubo, we endeavour tomake it paſs through 
the lymphatic veſſels of the part, and in 
ſuch caſes. this determines the place to 
which the ointment ſhould be applied; 
but Where no local e takes place, 
0 : it 
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it may be applied with equal Bikes and. 


propriety. to any part of the body, and 


the place of application ſhould be changed 
from day to day. By this means we do 
not irritate. the: ſkin, which can ſcarcely 
be avoided when mercury is repeatedly 
applied to the ſame place, at the ſame 
time that we promote the abſorption of 
the mercury. I may alſo remark, that al- 
though, for the reaſons which I have given 
above, it does not appear to be neceſſary 
to immerſe the whole body in a warm 
bath during a courſe of Mercury, yet that 
ſome, advantage is derived from cauſing | 
the parts upon which the ointment has 

been rubbed be well bathed with ſoap and 
water before repeating it upon the ſame 
place. It may therefore be proper to ad- 
viſe it to be generally done. 

In applying the ointment, ſome have 
imagined that we need only lay 1t upon 
the ſkin; and that it will enter the ab- 
ſorbents; with equal certainty. whether 
friction 1 is uſed or not. This, however, is 


by no means the Cale. 1 es repeatedly 
put 


7 ; Þ + 5 0 


put it to the _ 2 ex K 1 1 


dently appears chat — 1s — 
by gentle frictien. This indeed is ſo con- 
ſonant to general experience, that ſome 
may be ſurpriſed at my taking notice of 
it, nor would T have judged it neceſſary 
if the contrary opinion had not of late 


been ſupported 2 authority of. ſome 


weight. 
When che ftrength of the putleg Ac rs 
| of it, the friction ſhould be applied with 
Ads: Other wiſe i it muſt be done 
by an aſſiſtant, his hands being covered 
with a thin. bladder. For want of this 
precaution, the aſſiſtant 45 apt to be faliva- 
ted while che patient is deprived of a Por- 
tion of the mercury. According to the 
nature of the caſe, From a drachm and a 
half to two drachms of the ointment ſhould. 
be rubbed in daily, and it anſwers better 
to apply 1 it at two different times than all 
at once; / For the purpoſe of applying pro- 
perly this quantity of ointment, that is, 
from forty- five grains to a drachm, twen- . 
ty or twenty five minutes of gentle fric- 


his Own han 


Vo. II. 8 | tion 


tion is required, the patient While under 
it being expoſed to the as af, a mode. 
me Bret boi: i” e eg 2: 
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VI. Of the. Duration of a Mercurial Courſe, 
and the Duantity of en to- . be. exhi- 
bited.. ($65 6 . * 983 rere F 


Ix the preceding parts of this ſection 
I have enumerated the different prepara- 
tions of mercury which chiefly merit at- 
tention, with the doſes of each which 
may with ſafety be employed. I am now 
to offer a few obſervations upon the quan- 
tity of mercury to be given, and the 
length of time to which a courſe of this 
medicine ſhould extend; queſtions of the 
firſt importance in the treatment of the 
venereal diſeaſe. Pb 

As falivation is one of the maſt obvious 
| elfects of mercury, practitioners began 
very early to imagine that the morbid 
matter of Lues Venerea was carried off in 


this manner; and at laſt it was generally 
believed 
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believed whe a cure could not be obtained, 
il a very conſiderable diſcharge of ſaliva 
did not take place. In conſequence of 
this every patient labouring under Lues 
yenerea was made to ſalivate; ; and as it was 
thought to be of importance to have this 
quickly accompliſhed, mercury was im- 
mediately applied in the moſt effectual 
manner for this purpoſe. It was either 
preſcribed in large doſes by the mouth, 
or frictions with ſtrong mercurial oint- 
ment were applied over the legs and arms, 
and in ſome inſtances even over the whole 
body. | 

In this' manner tity beth was quickly 
charged with as much mercury as it could 
bear, and for the moſt part a cure of all 
the ſymptoms was no doubt obtained: ut 
the ſudden manner in which this great 
quantity of mercury was introduced, and 
the violent evacuations which it excited, 
together with the low regimen with which 
it was commonly accompanied, reduced 
eren the ſtrongeſt conſtitutions to a de- 
gree of debility from which they did not 

ö often 
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often entirely recover; ſo that à great 
seen of all delieate rent ſank un 
der it. 

1A courſe of mercury, | culled in \ thi 
manner, became therefore nearly as for- 
midable as the diſeaſe for which it was 
preſcribed, and-no other remedies being 
diſcovered, the ſame practice was ſtill pur. 
ſued till a conſiderable time after the 
commencement of the preſent. century. 
About this period ſome abatement of this 
rigorous courſe was introduced; but it 
was not till of late years that any. Mate: 
rial innovation took place in it. 

- This may be conſidered as one advan. 
tage among others that might be mention- 
ed, which we have derived from rational 
theory. Some practitioners ſuſpecting 
that the ſalivary diſcharge produced by 
mercury, could not probably be the 
means by which the cure of Lues Venc- 
rea was accompliſhed, and ſome trials 
which favoured this ſuppoſition being 
made, they ſoon came to think that all 


the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe might be fe- 
moved 
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moved with mach tefs mercury than had 
| commonly been employed. If the change 
of practice, which occurred as x conſe- 
quence of this opinion, had refted here, 
much advantage would have been derived 
from it. But this did not happen: In all 
attempts to introduce alterations while | 
we endeavour to avoid one extreme we 
are apt to fall into another. The incon- 
veniences and diftreſs induced by mer- 
cury in the way in which it had formerly 
been given, being fo great, that every pa- 
tient was afraid of being put under it, 
any alteration that was propoſed for lef- 
ſening their ſufferings was moſt readily 
adopted, and practitioners perſuading 
themſelves that it might be done with 
ſafety, and wifhing to adapt the treatment 
of the diſeaſe to the feelings of their pa- 
tients, they unfortunately allowed this ro 
carry them too far. So far as the eaſe and 
comfort of a patient is confiſtent with his 
ſafety he ought certainly to enjoy them, 

but more than this he fhould not be in- 

dulgedt in. There s reaſon, however, 
„„ to 
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to think that this has happened, in the 


. change of practice which has taken place 


in Lues Venerea. Inſtead of the full ſa. 
livation that the patients were former- 
ly put under, and the ſtrict confine- 
ment with which this was accompanied, a 


courſe, commonly termed alterative, was 
judged ſufficient. In this, if the mercury 


is allowed merely to be felt in the breath, 
or by the flighteſt ſoreneſs of the gums, 


it is ſeldom permitted to go farther, and 


the patient, in a great proportion of caſes 
is allowed during the whole time that he 
is taking it to go abroad. That this will 
commonly prove ſufficient in flight infec- 


tions, and often in thoſe of a worſe nature, 


if the courſe is carried to a proper length, 


I know from experience is true; but! 


alſo know that it ultimately fails in a 
great proportion of old or inveterate caſes. 
Even in theſe it ſoon gives a 'check to the 


_ ſymptoms, and will often make them diſ- 


appear; but wherever the ſyſtem is deep- 


ly injured, particularly if the diſeaſe has 


attacked the bones, although a cure may 
in 


W 
8 
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in ſome. inſtances be completed by ſuch a 
courſe, and in all of them may be appa- 
rently obtained, yet in many the diſeaſe 
will afterwards break out again, and in all; 
even the firſt removal of the ſymptoms, 
will be protracted to a much greater length 
than if more mercury had been e at 
once. 
When I firſt engaged in practice; the 
treatment of Lues Venerea upon this plan 
was by many adopted in its fulleſt extent, 
and 1 acknowledge that few went more 
freely into it than I did. The opinion of 
ſalivation being unneceſſary, and that an 
alterative courſe was ſufficient, had not 
only been taught in the ſchools of medi- 
cine, but the practice had been adopted 
by many of our beſt phyſicians and ſur- 
geons. Beginners therefore went readily 
into it; but if others from farther expe- 
rience have been led to form the ſame opi- 
nion of it which I have done, it will ſoon, 
except in the llighteſt caſes, be generally 
laid aſide. The reſult of all my experi- 
ence is, that to render general practice in 
the venereal diſeaſe ſafe, that is, to guard 
„ . 
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as much as poſlible againſt a return of the 
diſeaſe, a middle courſe muſt be obſerved 
between the ſevere degrees of ſalivation 
which our forefathers judged neceſſary 
and the oppoſite extreme into which the 
moderns have fallen. TERA 
In caſes of a flight nature, Bly is, in 
the incipient ſtate of mild chancres, what 
is commonly termed an alterative courſe 
will commonly be ſufficient. If the mouth 
be rendered gently ſore, and kept in this 
ſtate for eight or ten days after the chan- 
eres are cured, no more will be neceſſary. 
But even in the treatment of chancres on- 
ty, if they have been of long duration, or 
not of the mildeſt kind, and in every 
other ſymptom of the difeaſe, the mercu- 
ry ſhould in a gradual manner be given ſo 
as either to induce a very conſiderable de- 
gree of ſoreneſs in the mouth, and which 
in moſt inſtances will be attended with 
an increaſed diſcharge from the ſalivary 
glands, or when from peculiarity: of con- 
ſtitution this cannot be induced, we ſhould 
e m Jn uſe of EIA. till Lk te- 
| brile 
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brite Corapednis which it uſually excites, 
are brought to as great a height as the 


patient can eaſily bear. It will generally 


indeed be perceived that the ſymptoms 
to which I allude, cannot be cured. but 
with ſuch a quantity of mercury as per- 
| haps in every inſtance excites heat, quick- 
neſs of pulſe, anxiety, and reſtleſſneſs, and 
in proportion as the patient is able to bear 
theſe in a greater or leſſer degree, the ſoon- 
er and more effectually will he get free of 
the diſeaſe. W 

I have already obſerved that I- give 4 
general preference to the method of eure 
by unction; but whatever preparation of 
mercury we employ, it ought, in ordinary 
_ caſes, to be puſhed in a gradual manner 
to the extent that I have mentioned; and 


when as much of it is uſed as is ſufficient 


for this effect, it ſhould be continued ſo 


as to keep rhe ſyſtem in an equal degree 


under its influence, not only till all the 
ſymproms of the diſeaſe are removed, but 
for ſome time thereafter. This will in 


of 


different caſes happen at different periods 


> - 


13 1 
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of a courſe, and with very different quan- 
tities of mercury. It is therefore obvious 
that nothing deciſive can' be mentioned, 
either of the length of time to which a 
mercurial courſe ſhould extend, or of the 
quantity of the medicine that ſhould be 
given. The ſureſt, and perhaps fonly 
guide that ſhould be truſted, is the reſult 
of experience in ſimilar caſes; and as the 
certainty of guarding againſt a relapſe is 
a point of the firſt importance, nothing 
ſhould ever be left in doubt that may be 
required for this purpoſe. - In all primary 
affections, that is, in chancres and buboes 
only, and where no other ſymptom of the 
diſeaſe has appeared, I have found, that a 
courſe of mercury, conducted in the man- 
ner I have mentioned, and continued for 
a fortnight after the ſymptoms have diſ- 
appeared, has at all times proved ſuffici- 
ent; but wherever the ſkin, throat, or 
bones have been affected, I now always 
adviſe the remedy to be perſiſted in for 
the ſpace of a month after the cure is ap- 


parently completed. I cannot poſitively 
1 ſay 


- = 


Sect. IV. in Lues Venerea: 2867 


N ſay that lef than this; would not do, but 
in a matte of. ſuch moment, where the 


health-ant happineſs, not only of the pa- 


tient, bit of his progeny, are at ſtake, it 


is bettet to exceed by giving occatonally 
ſomewhat more than might be neceſſary, 


than incur the ſmalleſt riſk of the poiſon 


being ever to appear at a future period. 


I have ſaid that in ordinary practice the - 


mercury ſhould be puſhed in a gradual 
manner to the extent to which we mean 
to carry it; that i is, a ſmall quantity 


ſhould be employed at firſt, and gradual- 
ly increaſed till the full effects expected 
from it are excited, by which we not only 


avoid the inconveniencies ariſing from a 
ſalivation too ſuddenly induced, but are 


thereby enabled to throw in a larger quan- 


tity, and to keep the ſyſtem more com- 
pletely under its influence during the 


whole courſe than we Can ever do when 


much mercury is given at once ; and this, 
I may obferve, is a point of the firſt im- 
portance in the treatment of ſyphilis, for 
vhoeyer has paid attention to the. ſubject, 


muſt 
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muſt have ets, that ou Accent a de- 
pends, i in a great meaſure, uponthe effects 
of the medicine being fully and egularly i 
kept up during the whole duration of the 
courſe, and which can ſeldom” be done 


| where it is not given in a gradual manner 


at firſt. When the fever, falivation, and 
other ſymptoms become ſevere, and which 
they ſeldom fail to do when the mercury 
is given in large quantities at firſt, an in- 
terruption muſt neceſſarily take place, and 


it is the effect of every interruption to 
protract the continuance of the courſe, 


and often to deceive both the practitioner 


and patient, My opinion, in ſhort, upon 


this point is, that our certainty of obtain- 
ing a ſpeedy and permanent cure of Lues 
Venerea, is not merely in proportion to the 
quantity of mercury that ve employ, but 


to the quantity which in an active ſtate 


can be thrown into the fyftem i in a | "bin 


ſpace of time. 
But while with a view to "thts I have 


| adviſed that in common practice mercury 


Mould pe given at firſt in a — or 


flow 
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flow manner, it is proper to remark that 
caſes are ſometimes met with in Which it 
is neceſſary; to adopt a different practice, 
Wherever the ſymptems of the diſcaſe are 
parts of much importaxe, and from the 
progreſs which they arenaking being ra-. 
pid, we are juſtified in deſating from this 
general rule, and in applyap the mercu- 

ry in ſuch a manner as Wilgog ſpeedily 

and in a very ample quant y ' throw it 0; 
into the 1y ſtem. In this way check will 
ſoon be given to the farther ogreſc of 
the difeats;.when the meme gn 
the reſt. of the courſe, may be ben jn 
the gradual. manner which I ha juſt 
pointed: nn. 8 
Tbe time to be employed in a c., 
of mexcury, and the quantity to be gi, 
are circumſtances, as I have already 
ſerved, that cannot with any exactneſs 
aſcertained, They depend in a grea 
meaſure, as J have had occaſion to remark, 
upon the effects which they produce; but 

I may obſerve in general, that few caſes 

are 


% 


_ Nite Remedies ved Ch. Iv. 
are ſo bad às 40 require the: courſe, when 
properly conducted, to be continued long- 
er than nine or ten weeks. In recent ca- 
fes four or five weeks are for the moſt part 
fufficient * while: in ſome obſtinate old af. 
fections, where the bones have either been 
diſeafed, or the ucers foul and extenſive, 
J have known ee to go on to Mb 
wwelfth or thireenth Week. 5 e x 

During the periods ointment, of 3 5 

Krengch I hee mentioned, may be rubbed 

in from th/quantity of three ounces 'to 
eight or fo When the blue mercurial 

pill is 4 loyed and properly prepared, 

* quꝭity may vary from four or five 
drach? to two ounces ; or even to'two and 
> har three ounces. Whenever theſe 

; oh a ties are exceeded, there is much 

| ca) vo ſuppoſe that a great proportion 

j oe medicine has not entered the ſyſ- 

/ either from the improper method of 

lying it or ſome other cauſe. 

he opinion which I have thus ven- 
red to ſuggeſt, of the effects of mercur 


. 
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which in m active. Rate can be thrown 
into the ſyſtem in a given ſpace of time, 
Vill, at firſt; be doubted by many. Being 
contrary to the practice which now gene- 
5 rally prevails, 1 few may be inclined to fol- 
low it, but thoſe who do will have the ſa- 
tisfaction to find that by means of it they 
render their patients much more ſecure 
than can ever be done in any other 
manner. By giving as large a quantity 
of mercury as the patient can with ſafety 
bear, they will find, that the moſt invete; 
rate ſymptoms of the difeaſe may be cured 
in much leſs time, and with much more 
certainty than they uſually are by an al- 
terative courſe, which, however well it 
may be adapted for the cure of the ſlighter 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis, is by no means ſuf- 
ficient for the removal of the more ad- 
vanced ſtages of the diſeaſe. | 
Many practitioners think that the ſame 
quantity of mercury muſt prove equally 
uſeful in whatever time it may be given, 
provided the mouth be kept moderately 


ne 8 ade the whole period. This, how- 
Ever, 


% Of the Render uſed ch. Iv. 


+2 ever, is not the caſe, and the opinion can 
only be ſupported by men of little expe- 
krience in this branch of buſinefs. I have 
met with various inſtances of venereal 
{bres, as well as other fſymptoms, which 
had either obſtinately reſiſted a very long 
continued courſe of this kind, or which 
5 Had recurred from time to tame! after 2 
cure had been ſuppoſed to be obtained, 
and which at laſt were entirely removed 
by a much leſs quantity of the medicine 
being given in a ſhorter period. What J 
wiſh to inculcate is, that the more in- 
veterate ſymptoms of the diſeaſe will ſel- 
dom yield to an alterative courſe of mer- 
cury, however long it may be protracted, 
while the ſame or even a ſmaller quan- 
tity of the medicine will often ſucceed, 
when given ſo as to keep the ſyſtem, al- 
though for a ſhorter period, yet more com- 
pletely under its influence. I have now the 
| hiſtory of more than fifty caſes in which 
this actually happened ; 5 where venereal 
ſores, from reſiſting mercury under an al- 
terative courſe, were judged to be incur- 
able, 185 where complete cures were after- 
8 ward s 
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; wards. obtained, merely hy giving the 
ſame, or perhaps | a {maller quantity of 
mercury, in a ſhorter ſpace of time. 


VII. 07 the ; to be 1 during a 
+ awe of M ran 


Ir was 3 the practice here, as it 
{till is in ſome parts of Europe, to put every 
patient while taking mercury, upon a low 
diet, and previous to the commencement 
of the courſe, blood- letting and purgatives 
were commonly preſcribed. _ 

When in a full habit of body 1 it is 1 : 
fry to throw in a large quantity of mer- 

cury quickly, and eſpecially when it is 
known that the patient has been liable to 
inflammatory complaints, ſome previous 
evacuation 1s proper, and the patient, du- 
ring the firſt part of the courſe, ſhould be 
kept upon a low allowance, But in gene- 
ral there is no cauſe for this, and the cure 
proceeds with leaſt difficulty when the 
patient 1s kept upon his uſual diet. It 1s 
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the uſual effect indeed of -: mercury. to pro. 
duce weakneſs in ſuch a degree, that if not 
counteracted by nouriſhing diet, it is apt 
to injure the conſtitution in a very import. 
ant manner. Of this I have met with 
ſuch a pumber of inſtances, that unleſ; 
where ſome ſtrong objection occurs to it, 
I always defire a patient under mercury 
to live as well as if he was in full health, 
A full allowance of animal food would, 
in moſt inſtances, be i improper, but I have 
never obſerved any harm enſue from a 
plentiful uſe of ſuch other articles as did 
not diſagree with the ſtomach and bowels. 
When mercuryis taken by the mouth, acid 
vegetables ſometimes do harm ; but there 
is no cauſe for avoiding them when the 
cure is conducted by unction. 
Patients under mercury are commonly 
deſired to avoid wine and even malt li- 
quor. A great quantity of either ſhould 
never perhaps be given; but in moderate 
quantities they may be allowed with ſafe- 
ty. Different opinions have alſo been 
entertained of the Prophiety: of patients 
going 
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ro abroad while under mercury. 80 


far as my obſervation enables me to judge, 
there ſhould be but one opinion upon the 
ſubject. We are often obliged to permit 


venereal patients when uſing mercury to 
go abroad, and to manage their ordinary 


buſineſs, but I have never done fo but with 


regret. Expoſure to the irregularities of 
the atmoſphere always does harm in a 
courſe of mercury. It is apt to produce 
diſtreſs at ſtomach, pains in the bowels, 
and purging. This neceſſarily impedes 
the operation of the medicine, by which 
the cure is not only protracted but render- 
ed more uncertain. I am clearly of opi- 
nion therefore, that this kind of expoſure 
ſhould at all times be ayoided. At the 
lame time I do not think it neceſſary that 
patients uſing mercury ſhould be kept in 


a great degree of heat. On the contrary, 


much advantage is derived from their li- 

ring in a large well-aired apartment, and 

in a degree of heat moſt agreeable to their 

own feelings. Nay, except in the cold 

Feather of winter and ſpring, t there is no 
| 3 neceſſity 


256 Of the Remedies uſed Ch. Iv. 


neceſſity for confinement to one apart. 
ment; and any unuſual quantity of cloth. 
ing, whether in bed or during the day, is 
altogether unneceſlary. In ſhort, much 
expoſure appears obyiouſly to prove hurt. 
ful, while no advantage is derived from 
the patient being kept in an unuſual de- 
gree of heat. 2 
I! think it proper, however, to FP IT 
with reſpec to clothing, that linen ſhould 
never be worn next the ſkin during the 
uſe. of mercury ; whether the patient 
ſweats much or not, it. keeps the ſurface of 
his body colder than it ought to be; and 
if hable to profuſe perſpiration he 1s even 
apt to be hurt by it. Flannel ſhould be 
worn during the cold of winter and ſpring, 
and cotton when the weather! is temperate, 


vil 97 Profele. Sella 15 fink other 
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W 3 already had 5 8 to WY 
that i in the cure of Lues Venerea no ad- 
vantage is to be derived from any increaſe 
that may be made to any of the ſecretions. 
But we have alſo ſeen, that the advanced 
ſtages of the diſeaſe cannot be with cer- 
tainty cured without ſuch a quantity of 
mercury being thrown into the ſyſtem as 
very commonly excites an increaſed diſ- 
charge of all the ſecretions, and particu- 
larly of the ſaliva. . When this proves 
moderate, no harm enſues from it, but oc- 
calionally a falivation arrives at ſuch A 
height as to produce much inconveniency 
and diſtreſs. Indeed the readineſs with 
which mercury in ſome caſes runs to the 
mouth is ſuch, that it is with difficulty a 
ſufficient quantity for curing the diſeaſe 
can be given; and it produces, I may ob- 

SE ſerve, 
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ſerve, one of the moſt diſtreſsful circum- 


ſtances that we meet with in practice. 
The moſt certain method of preventing 


fevere ſalivation is the gradual exhibition 


of mercury in the manner I have point- 
ed out. Occafionally ve ſucceed by 
guarding againſt external cold; by con- 
finement to the houſe and the uſe of 
warm clothing of flannel or cotton. But 


5 while in this manner we fupport a gentle 
and equal flow of the matter of perſpira- 


tion, ſevere ſweating is to be avoided, 


Which always proves hurtful, and even 


ſometimes, as J have thought, more fo 


than profuſe ſalivation. But in ſome caſes, 
even with all the attention that can' be 


given, the mouth becomes quickly ſore, 
and a diſcharge of ſaliva takes place ſoon- 


er than we expect. 
Purgatives are the remedies moſt fre- 


quently employed for removing ſaliva - 
tion: I have not found, however, that 


they prove uſeful, and when perſiſt ed in 
they never fail to do harm, for they weak 
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en the patient, while they ſeldom A 
the diſcharge of ſaliyv a. 

Bliſters have alſo been Adeiſad. The 
ſenſe of ſuffocation, which the ſwelling 
of the ſalivary glands ſometimes excites, 
would appear to indicate the uſe of bliſ- 
ters. We do not perceive, however, that 
they have much influence upon the diſ- 
charge, while by the irritation which they 
produce they very commonl y do harm. 

As ſulphur when combined with mer- 
cury renders it ſo inert that it {carcely 
acts upon the human body, many have 
imagined that it muſt tend to leſſen the 
ordinary effects of mercury upon the ſyſ- 
tem. We do not however find that theſe 
views which theory ſuggeſted are in prac- 
tice realized. Sulphur has often been 

employed for leſſening the violence of 
falivation, but in the courſe of my obſer- 
vation, no inſtances have occurred of any 
advantage being derived from it. 
To me it appears that this effect of mer- 
cury is entirely local, and to be cured 
therefore with moſt certainty by local 
44 - rem 
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remedies. It is obvioufly the conſequence 
of irritation produced by mercury upon 
the ſalivary glands: The dread therefore 
Which ſome have entertained of the uſe 
of local remedies ſeems to have no good 
foundation; and accordingly I have found 
that they may be employed with freedom. 
As a waſh for this purpoſe, lime-water 
proves uſeful, but it requires to be dilut- 
ed. A ſtrong infuſion of red- roſe leaves, 
of galls, oak bark, and other aſtringents, 
proves alſo ſerviceable ; but the moſt ef. 
fectual application that I have employed 
is a ſtrong ſolution of borax . A ſpoon- 
ful of the ſolution being kept in the mouth. 
from time to time proves pleaſant and 
foothing, and at laſt it has often an obvious 
effect upon the quantity of the diſcharge. 
In ſome degree it may prove uſeful as an 
aſtringent, but it ſeems to act chiefly as 
a ſedative, by leſſening the irritable ſtate 


of the ſalivary ae 
It 


* Vide Appendix, No. 20. 
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It is evidently in this manner that 
opium proves uſeful in removing ſaliva- 
tion; for although ſome advantage is de- 
rived from applying it directly to the 
parts affected in the form of a gargle, it 
proves always much more uſeful when 
given internally. A doſe of laudanum, 
ſufficient to allay the irritation and pain 
of a profuſe ſalivation, and to procure 
fleep during the night, not only gives tem- 
porary relief, but is the moſt powerful re- 
medy we can employ for removing the 
diſcharge. When the uneaſineſs is ſevere 
the opiate ſhould alſo be n in the 
morning. _ 

Where en comes ſuddenly to a 
greater height than the quantity of mer- 
cury ſhould give us cauſe to expect, we 
are apt to be at a loſs, and become afraid 
of giving more left diſtreſsful conſequen- 
ces ſhould enſue. In ſuch circumſtances, 
however, I have often found that although. 
the ſame quantity of mercury was con- 
tinued daily, yet the ſalivation did not in- 
creaſe, and that 1 in this manner it might 
be 
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be given till the cure was complete; This 


does not indeed always happen; but itſuc- 
ceeds ſo frequently, that in every inſtance 


it ſhould be tried; for a cure may thus be 


accompliſhed in a few weeks which other- 
wile might be nen n ſeveral 
months. . F554 3494 £47 

I have alſo Og Gebesee to GEN if 
id au this manner be al- 
lowed to ſubſide entirely, that the ſame or 
even a greater quantity of mercury, may 
afterwards be exhibired without any riſk 
of the diſcharge coming again to a ſimilar 


height. Of this, indeed, I have met with 
ſuch a number of inſtances, that I would 
adviſe the practice always to'be adopted, 


when a proper quantity of mercury cannot 


be continued with ſafety from the firſt. 


One of the moſt diſtreſsful occurrences 


that we meet with in this diſeaſe proceeds 
from a peculiarity inherent in ſome con- 
ſtitutions, by which even the ſmalleſt 


quantity of mercury is apt to ruſh with 
violence to the, mouth. It is particularly 


apt to happen where the Patient labours 


under 


1 
f 
S 
T 


ect. V. in Lues Venere. 283 


y. In ada, caſes our 
only, remedy is the. Pooh ane of the ſcor- 
butic, diatheſis by a plentiful uſe of acid 
vegetables and other antiſcorbuties; but 
where it does not proceed from this cauſe 
all that we can do is to give thoſe prepa- 
rations of mercury that are leaſt apt to 


affect the mouth, and to preſcribe them in 
the ſmalleſt doſes. In this view corroſive 


ſublimate in ſimall quantities anſwers well; 


and in ſuch conſtitutions I have ſometimes 


found that Plummer's pill, a combination 


of calomel and ſulphur, on which in com- 


mon practice no great dependence is com- 
monly placed, has EY Rc be ſuc- 
ceſsful *, 


It luckily happens, FA wha fas 


"ras is thus eaſily excited, that the 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis in general yield to 


a {mall quantity of mercury. Some of 


the worſt {ſymptoms of the diſeaſe will 


give way to a ſalivation induced by a very 
few grains of mercury. Even the uneaſi- 
nels produced by nodes ſubſides At once. 

| on 


. 2 


* Vide Appendix, No. 21. 


4 oft 
; * 

SE. 
_ . w 8 
1 5 

: a 

1 
—— 74 } . 

+ ..] 

! »3 5 

I 4} -4i{ 
— 1 

1 : 
3 3 | 

5 

1 
5 4 

\; 

8:45 1458 

l +243 

Y Fs 1 

1 
144 

$51.30 

« 14 

2 

FE 7 
+734 . 

| ty bY 

j 3 
117 
1 
144 
; i 
9 q 
-v * 

3 4: 4 
1 
711 'Z 

: 11 5 

1 
2 
1 
112 

18 

20 ih! . 

. 

[5 
+6kt 

= * 

v4 z 4 

. 11 

Fit 

"#3 

£7 rim : 

v {1729 
$4 

1 

1.7 4 
it 1 
1 

190 if 

3:4: | 
Fj z 

+ 44 
1" 3% 
4: 8 

* 

? « 
! 

4+ 4} 

4: vis 
i 544.2 $3 
. 
. 
10 

% My 
- as 

1 ''al 
1 
vi 
* 4 

: 1 

{+ 
"Y <£: 234% 

"4*3 
115 
+ 1 

Denn 

5 * . 
-. 118 
71 7 

. 

l 5 41 

$33% 

i Y 
'S $ 
1 [| 1 

11 

& 1: bid 

: 1 
1 
Y v1 
v.00 

1 
13-3817, 

#2 : 

1 
. " 
* 4 

* z 
1 | 

r 15 : 

1 4 
7 K x 

'F 

br 28 

1 
47 

17 

18 - 

7: 

'$ 
e 
N 2 
4&7 133 

yt n 

F > 

3." x 

th & * 

* 

. aq 

"5 133 
"= 7 

1 
a 1 

7 | N - 
. 

78 £2 

P16. 
25 i 
S 3 
1 * Lo 

p 
34 

i 2; 1 

: I 

D 
(> 
\ be af 3 

b 

7 
: 1 VP . 
th n — 

„ 4 

s | l 454% 

1 

12 { 

244 Hi 
ET . 

4 A ei 
- 1 . 

N 
} : 

Ls 117 . 
1.3 
o 1 

. 

„ 4 
* 

_ 
3" 4a, 

* 

1 

"3 
6 - 
1 

"5 
| M 
7 5 
3. on 

_ - 

414 
| _ + 

„ lt 
= 5 
. 4 
N 
. 

„ off 
if _ 

+; 
. 

$54 1 
* 7 
. 

i $3 

7 
"up 
= 1 
. 

.. 

i, 1 

D 

1 8 

11 
n 

* 11 

11 

„5 

= {3 

* 
5 
. "#1 xz 

{4 ? 

2 P | 
N 
914 
— 3 
Hj 4 
14 N 
1 4 
5 

i 
73 ; 
\*{4 
Þ; 

1 1 7 
140 
1347 

14 q 
N 
987 
7 
7 * 
11 5 
2 1 
g 
7 . 

* $5 of 4 
1", 3H 
[444 

| T3 2 
$ * 

i | 
þ 1 

= 

1 * 
; 4 

: 
F- = 


284 3 of the Remedies ed ch. W. 


on ien being fully 3 "Rind; it 
is proper to remark that this firſt effect of 


the mercury will not prove permanent if 
it be not followed with farther quantities, 


given at ſuch intervals as the ſtate of the 


falivation will admit. I have repeatedly 
found, however, that this may be done 


with ſafety, even where a ſevere degree 


of ſalivation has previouſly taken place. 


In one caſe of deep venereal ulcers on the 


ſhoulder and on the head, as well as of a 
node upon one of the bones of the fore 
arm, a violent falivation was excited by 
the exhibition of five mercurial pills, each 
of which contained only one grain of 
mercury. This gave an entire check to 


the pain which accompanied the node, 


and to the progreſs of the ulcers; and al- 


though other five pills only were given, 
the falivation was kept up for eight weeks, 
when the ſores. healed and the cure was 
complete; at leaſt no venereal ſymptoms 
have yet appeared, although ſeveral years 


have 1 


In 


. * 
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In the A of a long continued ſa 
livation, | tooth-ach and Pains in the jaws 
and gums are apt to occur, and they add 
much to the diſtreſs of the patient. One 
important advantage” 1s gained from gi- 
ving mercury in a gradual manner; Dy 
beginning with ſmall quantities and in- 
creaſing them flowly the glands of 'theſe 
parts do not {welt ſo ſuddenly, nor is the 
_ pains which enſue ſo ſevere as when large 
doſes are given at once. We alſo derive 
advantage from keeping the parts covered 
with thin flannel. Indeed flannel ſeems _ 
here to be equally uſeful as in the ordi- 
nary form of rheumatiſm; from which, 
and from the reſemblance which thefe 
pains bear to rheumatic affections, I con- 
| clude that they are of the ſame nature. 
Before a patient enters upon a courſe of 
mercury, if there is cauſe to imagine that 
he will be long kept under it, and that a 
large quantity will be required, we may, 
fave him a good deal of diſtreſs, by in- 
ſpecting his mouth, and removing any 
| teeth that are either very looſe, or much 
; | ſpoiled; 
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| ſpoiled ; for teeth in this tate never fall 
to give much pain when the full effect of 
the mercury upon the mouth has taken 
place. The points of teeth that are rag. 
ged ſhould alſo be removed, as they are 
apt to produce painful and troubleſome 
ulcers on the contiguous parts as ſoon as 
they become much ſwelled. 
Ulceration of the infide of the cheeks 
and other parts of the mouth occurs alſo, 
and often in a very diſtreſsful manner, as 
the effect of mercury alone, where no 
teeth in a diſeaſed ſtate can be diſcover- 
ed. The moſt effectual method of pre- 
venting this is, to cauſe the patient waſh 
his mouth ſeveral times a-day, perhaps 
every two hours, during the whole conti- 
nuance of the courſe, with port-wine and 
water, an infuſion of red-roſe leaves, or 
any other aſtringent. In this manner we 
ſtrengthen the parts againſt the uſual ac- 
tion of the medicine, and it alſo proves 
uſeful by preventing that foulneſs of the 
mouth which in every courſe of mercury 
is apt to take place. Fig tea and other 
5 SY emollients 
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this purpoſe, but I have not found that 
they anſwer ſo well as aſtringents. ; 
In ſpeaking of the different preparations _ 
of mercury I had occaſion to-remark that 
almoſt all of them, when given internally, 
are apt to injure the ſtomach and bowels. 
l chiefly the bowels, however, which 
ſuffer from mercury, and they do ſo in 
ſome inſtances in a very alarming degree. 
The purging which takes place proves not 
only painful and debilitating, but often 
obſtinate. Ar firſt the diſcharge conſiſts 
chiefly of fæces, but afterwards theſe are 
mixed with flime, and often with conſi- 
derable quantities of blood. The patient 
is alſo apt to ſuffer from a frequent teneſ- 

mus, 4 07 

From the ſimilarity of ſymptoms we 
ſhould be apt to imagine that purgatives- 
might be equally ſerviceable here as in 
common caſes of dyſentery and diarrhea ; 
but we do not find that this is the caſe. 
We derive ſome advantage, however, from 
keathing the inteſtines with a plentiful 
uſe 
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: uſe of. the; FAS HOWE el with 
animal jellies, prepared with calves feet, 
and ſhavings of hartſhorn.. Milk boiled 
to the conſi ſtence of a jelly with wheaten 
flower, or flower of TO eres, likewiſe 
an uſeful remedy. lake 


In preventing this eſſe 5 mercury up- 


on the inteſtines, we derive advantage 
from the patient being kept in a moderate 


and equable heat, and from his ſkin being 


preſerved in a perſpirable ftate ; and fo 
remarkable 1s the influence of this, that 


the flighteſt check to the diſcharge by the 


' ſkin ſeldom fails of inducing diarrhea. 


The f; act » indeed 5 18 ſo generally admitted, 


lar notice of it, if a contrary opinion had 


not lately been advanced, and from which 


much miſchief might enſue, were the prac- 
tice to be as Which it tends to in- 
culcate *. | 


| Ca e 


| Mr Bs Hunter, whoſe Ingenuity ich abilities 
are only to be equalled. by his ſingular opinions, does 


not imagine that the operation of mercury can be af- 
fefcd 
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or ten 9 three times a a-day. Jome 3 
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hs, and kino, are OCs 5 
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66 J uſed IK advantage but | Op w_ 


ates, particularly, when thrown up by the EE. 
rectum, re the remedies upon which we _ 
chiefly depend for removing the pain, and 8 


3 . * f / 
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this is very commonly atte nded Wi ith a _ ... 


22 5 * » FART 


diminution! of the diſcharge. When 15 „ 


7 1 < 44 - 1 aran gs 


glyſter of 1 thin ſtarch, containing fifty A _ 
e ey 


bo — 


ſixty drops of Jandanum, can be retaine = 
it ſeldom fails to sive immediate relief, EE... 1 
but where the teneſmus is ſevere, what- — 
ever is injected by the anus is very apt to 


be inſtantly : returned. In this caſe, opium — —_ 


VoI. II. ny 1 conjoined 25 
felted by cold, hot even by the patient being allowed | ES "I 
to walk © in froſt and ſnow.” Mr Hunter does not + Ra 
lay that he has practiſed this method, and 1 cannot ä 
avoid obſerving, that nothing ſhould have warranted - 7 
the publication. of ſuch an opinion but very ample ex- 5 1 
perience of 1 its being well founded. Vide Mr Hunter“? N 3 0 
Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe, p. 00000000 I Y 
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| ; " 5 5 . 2 90 W of the Remedies uſed ch. IV. 
cbajoined with kino, in the form of Ie 
ſeems to be the beſt form of the remedy. 
At is here proper to remark, that al. 
though purging and gripes are frequent 
conſequences of the internal uſe of mer. 
cury, they are ſeldom obſerved during the 
longeſt mercurial. courſe. where unction 


— 1 5 only 18 employed. When the courſe | 18 
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I; conducted in this manner, looſe ſtools may 
I! occaſionally occur, but they may general. 
i ly be traced to. the effects of cold and 
= dampneſs. by have ſeldom obſeryed an in- 
[4 ſtance of ſevere or obſtinate diarrhea 
| 1. from the external application of mercury, 
= 


where it had not. been previouſly n 
by the mouth. „ pt 

When none of the means that v we em- 

ploy for removing the purging prove ef- 

| fectual, a temporary ſuſpenſion of the mer- 

"= cury ſhould be adviſed; without which, 

5 indeed, all our remedies will frequently 

be of little or no ayail. 

Profuſe perſpiration, : as 1 have already 

9. obſerved, is an effect that ſometimes en- 

| ſues from mercury, and it ought to be 

; - guarded 
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nuance of this ſymptomn. 
Our moſt effectual method of prevent- 
I much warmth, for we 8 


5 ing it is to avoi 
6 commonly obſerve that patients avoid the 
5 de Alten t M Mb 
In former 


eat of their apartments. 
times, it was the ractice to confine pa- 7 


tients under mercury to ſmall apartments; : 


Th 


to prevent as 9 as poſſible „„ . - 
nal air; L and to have 7 I 2 


acceſs to the external 
the bed placed by the ſide of e. 3 


Theſe meaſures prove detrimental 1 in 


ferent ways, and they ſeldom fail to ex- 
profuſe perſpiration. _ 


cite a conſtant and 
The moſt effec ual method'of preventing 
this is, to keep the patient in an ek 
moderate temperature; in a large apart- = 
ment; and even to admit of his going 
from one apartment to another, which, in 
moſt inſtances, may be done with ſafety. 
nouriſhing diet, a moderate allowance 
of wine, the free uſe of Peruvian bark, 
5 U 2 ans 
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and of the coke W are, the moſt 
effectual remedies againſt this effect of 
mercury. But nothing proves ſucceſsful 
where the apartment is kept too much 


* 


1 3 

In ſome caſes the kidneys are particu- 
larly. acted. upon by mercury; 3. but the 
diſcharge of urine which it excites is ſel- 
dom ſo great as to injure the patient. 
Were it ever to do ſo, the remedies com- 
monly employed i in diabetes would be ad- 
viſed, and of theſe the moſt effectual per- 
haps that we could give, would be ſuch as 
operate by promoting a diaphoreſis. 

It is not an uncommon effect of mer- 
cury to excite an eruption upon the ſur- 
face of the body. In ſome this appears 
as a miliary raſh, ſomewhat reſembling 
meaſles; ; while in others it is conſiderably 
elevated, and ſeems to be produced by a 
ſerous effuſion between the cutis and ſcarf 
ſkin. In ſome the eruption is partial, be- 
10g confined to particular ſpots, while in 


others it prevails generally over 1 the whole 
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This eruption or effloreſcence i is not at- 
tended with pain, but the heat and 1tchy- 
neſs which it excites are in ſome inſtances 
ſo diſtreſsful that it keeps the patient at 
all times very uneaſy, and deprives him 
entirely of reſt. | 

The remedies which T have found to an- 
ſwer beſt for the removal of this eruption, 
are, the internal uſe of opiates, conjoined 
with the application of flower, or ſtarch- 
powder, to the parts affected. The ſkin is 
kept ſufficiently cool and eaſy by one or 
other of theſe powders being from time to 
time freely applied to it; and by a proper 
exhibition of opiates we prevent reſtleſſneſs 
during the night. In ſome inſtances, how- 
ever, we are obliged to avoid the uſe of opi- 
ates; for although they may anſwer the pur- 
poſe of procuring ſleep, they tend evidently 
to: increaſe the heat and itchyneſs.of the 
eruption. We find, indeed, that in ſome 
conſtitutions | opium excites an uneaſy 
itchy ſenſation over the whole body, even 
where no eruption has previouſly taken 
Place 3 3 and it 18 perhaps with ſuch pa- 
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tients only that it cannot be employed in 
the treatment of this eruption. 


I be eruption to which I allude appears 
to ariſe entirely from the effect of the 
mercury upon the ſyſtem ;: but it does not 

ſeem to depend upon any particular pre- 


paration of the remedy. It takes place'in- 
' difcriminately from all of them, and not 
more readily from unction than from 
thoſe preparations that are uſed internal- 
ly. But there is a kind of eruption of a 
local nature, produced. entirely by the 
friction employed in the application of 
unction. This appears in the form of 
diſtinct puſtules, which in ſome are ac- 
companied with a good deal of uneaſineſs, 
while in others they produce no kind of 
diſtreſs. No remedy proves of any avail 
while the uſe of the ointment is continu- 
ed, but the eruption may always be pre- 
vented by the precaution that I formerly 
gave of not applying the friction in daily 
ſueceſſion to the ſame part. . 
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* Does Mercury ever fail in the Cure. hp 
Lues Venerea? 1 a +: 
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Tuis is a queſtion of the. utmolt i im- : 
portance, and merits therefore our parti- 
cular attention. I am diſpoſed from the 
reſult of my own. experience to ſay that 
mercury, under Proper management, ma 
be conſidered as a certain remedy for ſy-- 
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philis when not combined with other diſ- 


„ ? , 
* 


eaſes, or given to patients i in ſuch a ſtate 


„ 


of debility, that a quantity of the medi- 
cine, ſufficient for deſtroying 1 che r 


25 
Pa g 
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the diſcaſe, cannot with fafety be employ- ES 
ed, I. know that ſome. are of a different 2 
opinion; 35 but 1 conclude that they are 
wrong, from m never haying met with 

an inſtance of mercury having failed when 
it was properly given, but where ſome ob- 

vious reaſon, ſuch as L have mentioned, EE 15 
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Lues Venerea, as we have already had 
occaſion to ſee, 1s ſometimes combined 
with diſeaſes in which mercury does harm, 
This is particularly the caſe in ſcurvy, 
and in ſome degree with ſcrophula. In 
the higher degrees of ſcurvy mercury can- 
not be given but With much danger; and 
even where ſciiryy prevails in 4 flight 
manner only, mercury cannot be employ- 
ed in quantities ſufficient for 'eraUicating 
the' möre formidable ſymptoms of Lues 
Venerea. When the two difeaſes there- 
fore are conjoined, we cannot expect that 
| mercury will cure any venereal ſymptoms 
that may take place; aid dy "believe that 
we are often diſappointed! in the treatment 
of this diſeaſe by the ariden at the ſame 
time labburing under a certain degree of 
ſcurvy; Which although not ſo obyiouſly 
marked, as tô indicate the propriety of 

adviſing an antiſcotbutic ' regimen,” may 
yet be ſufficient to prevent him from re- 
ceiving the full advantage: of 2 Courſe of 
mercury. 


* 
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4 conclude this to be the caſe from the 
frequent inſtances chat we meet with of 
the failure of mercury in the cure of ma- 
ny of the ſymptoms of ſyphilis, in which 


it afterwards proves ſucceſsful when the 
conſtitution has been reſtored from a weak 


debilitated ſtate to ſtrength and firmneſs, 


and which we endeavour. to accompliſh 


by a milk and vegetable diet, country . 
and ſuch other articles of regimen as tend 
tO remove the different ſyraptoms « of ſcuryy. 
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Nay I believe, that a mercurial courſe, 


when long protracted, is apt to induce a 


—— 2 


certain degree of that very ſtatè of the 
ſyſtem to which I allude, and which 1 


conceive to be the cauſe of the failure of 
mercury when in this manner it has been 


[ Int -- ane” 


long continued.” Every practitioner is 


acquainted with this circumſtance, ' that 


4 ora 


a variety of venereal ſymptoms, and more 
eſpecially « extenſive ulcers,, will to a cer- 


* TEAS 


tain length do well under mercury, when 5 


after a great deal of the medicine has 
been given they will become ſtationary, 


and make no farther progreſs, although 
the 


5 SS 
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11 mercury mould be given « even in ar- 

ger quantities than at firſt.” Nay in ſome 
inſtances they become worſe. 2 The dif. 

charge from the 1 ulcers, inſtead of being 

mild and purulent, as for ſome time it 

may have been, will become thin, ſharp | 

| and corrolive, and the ſores. themſelves 
more extenſive. In this ſituation a Far 

ther continuance of mercury very com- 

monly does harm, while the moſt obvious 
advantages are derived from it on the 

5 ſtrength of the patient being reſtored by 
a proper regimen. We even ſometimes 
find that in this fituation a cure Is accom- 
plihed by regimen alone, and chat no 
more mercury is required; but this can 
only happen Where a ſufficient quantity 

of the medicine has been previouſly given 
for deſtroying the virus of the diſeaſe, and 
where the ulcers Which remained were 
kept up by a ſtate of the ſyſtem, which 
mercury, inſtead of removing tended to 


— 


promote. 
In the commencement or mercurial 


courſe, and for ſome time thereafter, it is 
| | 4 


where mercury has been long continued. 


of the blood in this ſituation pe have few. EEE 
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a certain effect of it to excite inflamma- i 2 NY 


tion, and to produce that ftate of the ſyſ- | 
tem which we conceive to be the very 
reverſe of what takes place in ſcurvy.” | 
The' pulſe becomes full and frequent, and 

the blood firm and ſizy; but all who. 


have paid attention to the ſubject wall” 
have perceived, [that the contrary! happens T8 


* 
. 


The patient, however full he may have 1 
been, is for the moſt part much emaciated, ' 
his pulſe is feeble, and any febrile ſymp- . 
toms to which he may be liable are of the 
low or putrid kind. The particular ſtate 


opportunities of obſerving, as for the moſt 
part the diſcharge: even of a ſmall quan- 


tity, would, in ſuch circumſtances, prove | 
hurtful, and therefore is not adviled. 
There is reaſon however to conclude, that c 


it is the reverſe of what takes place from 
inflammation, for the moſt effectual reme- 
dies that we employ, are a generous diet, 
wine and bark. i} eee eee 


2 
* 
| © "SP 
— A. ® + & 1 
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This opinion of the effects of mercury 


receives ſome confirmation, I may remark, 


from the putreſcency which it evidently 
excites in the mouth; and from the pe- 
culiar tendency both of mercury and 
ſcurvy to produce a tender ſtate of the 
gums, and a very fœtid ſtate of the breath, 
we have reaſon to ſuppoſe that the effeds 
of both are in ſome degree the ſame. 
This might be farther elucidated by va- 
rious arguments which the extent of this 
publication will not admit. Enough, 
however, has been ſaid, for the purpoſe of 


explaining the chief part of the treatment 


that I have ,yentured to propoſe ; parti- 


cularly that which relates to the regimen 
to be oblerved Ong: a courſe of mer- 


cury. 
In king of Crone as an 3 


ment to the action of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea, I do not mean to ſay 


that the diſeaſe cannot be cured | in {cro- 


phuluous conſtitutions. We daily meet 


with the contrary : But we alſo find, when 


the ſame {ore partakes both of crophula 
and 
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auth Les n chat we do not 4 7 
the ſame advantages from mercury as in. 
ſores. purely venereal. In ſuch circum- 
tances, after a ſufficient quantity of mer- 
cury has been given, and of which we 
judge by the ſores or other ſymptoms mak - 
ing no farther progreſs towards amend- 
ment, our beſt chance of effecting a cure 
is to omit the mercury; and not to have 
recourſe to it again till by the uſe of bark, 
cold bathing, cicuta, and other remedies 
employed for ſcrophula, the diſpoſition is 
corrected or removed by which the ope- 
ration of the mercury upon'the ſyphilitic 
ſymptoms was rendered abortive. 
But the moſt frequent cauſe of our fail. 
ure with mercury in the cure of ſyphilis, 
is that which I have already had occaſion 
to notice, our giving it in ſuch ſmall quan- 
tities as are not ſufhcient in the more ad- 
vanced ſtages of the diſeaſe for eradicating 
the virus; by which, although the ſymp- 
toms may all be rendered mild, or even ap- 
parently removed, they either do not en- 
"Ou r N Wy are afterwards ach to 


Ct 7 2. RY 
3 


| 02 : of the Remedies uſed Ch. Iv. 
recur. This „however, i is not the fault of the 
remedy, but of the method of uſing it, and 
of which all who adopt the practice of giv- 
ing it in ſufficient quantities will be convin- 
ced. Since I went fully into this practice, 
beſides many inſtances that I have met with 
of mercury proving effectual when given 
in full quantities, when in ſmaller quan- 

tities, it had previouſly failed, I have not 
as yet, and ſeveral years have elapſed, 
had a fingle inſtance of its failure, except 
in ſuch combinations as I have mention- 
ed, or where the conſtitution was in ſuch 
a ſtate of debility that a ſufficient quan- 
tity of mereury could not be employed. 
But even of theſe very few caſes have oc- 
curred. I have no heſitation, therefore, 
in ſaying, that mercury under proper ma- 
nagement, may, with very few limita- 
tions, be conſidered as a certain remedy 
- for ſyphilis. This was my opinion when 
the firſt edition of this work was publiſh- 
ed; and it has been fully confirmed by 
much experience in this br anch of buſineſs 
, fince Mat pere. 
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a remedy in Lues Venerea. It was uſed 

indeed very generally over Europe ſoon 
after this diſeaſe came to attract the at- 
tention of practitioners. Being for ſome 
time the only remedy upon which any 
dependence was placed, it was at firſt 
greatly extolled by all who wrote upon 
it; and from the teſtimony given of it by 
authors of the firſt reputation, not only of 
theſe times, but of later periods, there was 
no reaſon to doubt of its being poſſeſſed 
of the power of mitigating, and perhaps 
of curing ſome of the ſymptoms of ſyphi- 
lis. The powers of mercury, however, 


: were found to be ſo pre- eminent that guai- 
acum came at laſt to be ſeldom uſed by 
itſelf, but by many it was, and ſtill is 


continued as an aſſiſtant to mercury. 


Being 


GvalAcbn has long been employed as 
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Being ſeldom given by itſelf, many came 


at laſt to doubt whether any advantage 


was obtained from it or not; and ſome 
went ſo far as to ſay that it poſſeſſed no 
power whatever over any ſymptom of this 
diſeaſe. This is one, which among other 
effects, might be mentioned that refult 
from habit and prejudice. I own too, 
that from the ſame cauſe I was at one 
period, of chis opinion, till J found by ex- 


periment that guaiacum in different forms 
could even by-itſelf remove manyiof the 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis. Venereal ulcers. 
and blotches upon the ſkin, are the ſymp- 
toms in the removal of which its effects 


are moſt conſpicuous. In three caſes of 
ulcers, and one af blotehes upon the breaſt 
and arms, all clearly marked, and in which 
mercury had never been employed, the 
fymptoms were completely removed by 


the internal uſe of guaiacum alone. In 


the patient with blotches, however, the 


diſeaſe returned in the ſpace of a month, 


but not in the ſame form. In one of the 


others, the ulcers appeared again at the 


end 


Sect. IV. in Lues Venerea. 305 


end of fix weeks. Ina third they conti- 
nued well after three months had elapſed, ; 


but what became of this patient after- 
wards, and of the fourth I do not know. 
The two firſt + were afterwards cured with 


mercury. 


Alchoagh the reſult of theſe trials did 
not induce me ever to truſt to guaiacum 
alone, they gave ſufficient ground to con- 
ſider it as a remedy from which ſome ad- 
vantage may be derived when conjoined 
with mercury; and accordingly I have 
been led to continue, or rather to re-com- 
mence the uſe of this remedy in many ca- 
ſes of ſyphilis; for at one period, from 
the cauſe that I have mentioned, I had 
laid it entirely aſide. 

I believe, indeed, that I would have 
been induced to place moredependenceup- 
on guaiacum, or at leaſt to have proſecuted 
my experiments with regard to it farther 
than what I had done, if I had not been 


prevented by the reſult of ſome trials 


which Mr Hunter alſo had màde with it, 
and which he publiſhed about the Gita 
Vor. II. e period. 


parilla employed! in a ſimilar manner had 


bowels, I ſoon left it off, and employed the 
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period. By theſe it evidently appeared 


that guaiacum has'a conſiderable influence 
upon the venereal virus. I never made 
trial of it as a local application; but Mr 
Hunter found that in this manner it cured 
venereal ulcers, firſt in one part of the bo- 
dy, and afterwards in others, where ſarſa- 


failed. He found tpo that very numerous 
venereal ulcers were removed by the in- 
ternal uſe of guaiacum, but after both trials 
the diſeaſe ſoon returned. Mr Hunter's 
experiments were made with the gum; 
mine with an extract and ſtrong decoction 
of the wood. The extract ſeemed to be 
equally effeQual with the decoction, but 
as it has a ſtrong tendency to affect the 


latter only. In theſe caſes to which I al- 
Inde, as well as in ſome others, a very 
ſtrong decoction was employed, three oun- 
ces of the wood to an Engliſh quart of 
water; that is, this quantity was boiled 
in two quarts of water into one, and this 


Was taken! in the courſe of a day either by 
f itſelf 


eg, * 
3 * 
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itſelf or minet with mak. ; but as it is apt 
to purge when of this ſtrength, being 
likewiſe diſagreeably acrid, and as I never 
now depend upon it alone for the cure, I 
{ſeldom put more than an ounce of the 
wood to this quantity of decoction *, | 

That mercury might not cure every 


| ſymptom of ſyphilis equally well whether 
guaiacum was employed along with it or 
- not, I will not poſitively ſay : but I am 
$ diſpoſed to think, and not without much 
$ attention to the ſubject, that the cure 

commonly goes on more eaſily, when the 

n two are conjoined, than when mercury 1s 

E given to a great extent by itſelf, I am 

It therefore in the frequent habit of uſing 

0 guaiacum, particularly where the diſeaſe 

ie is of long duration and has appeared upon 
I- the ſurface, either in the form of ulcers 

. or eruption. It has alſo been much re- 

n- commended for its efficacy in nodes, and 

of for the removal of thoſe pains reſembling 

ed rheumatiſm, which frequently proceed 

Us | Fw 2 Fe from 

Dy ; 


* Vide Appendix, No, 22. 
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from ſyphilis. I have not found, however, 


that it proves ſo uſeful in nodes as in other 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe ; and where pains 


only take place we can never with ſuch 


certainty determine from what cauſe they 


proceed, as theſe pains are the moſt equi- 
vocal ſymptoms of ſyphilis, and there is 
no cauſe to doubt of guaiacum being a very 
uſeful remedy in caſes merely rheumatic, 
1 have in different inſtances found a 
ſtrong decoction of guaiacum prove parti- 
cularly uſeful in the cure of thoſe exten- 
ſive ulcers which ſometimes ſucceed to 
buboes. In ſome the guaiacum anſwers by 
itſelf, but it proves more frequently ſuc- 
ceſsful, as we ſhall hereafter have occaſion 
to mention, when conjoined with meze- 
reon and farſaparilla. ee ee 
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8 of Sarſaparilla. 


\ SARSAPARILLA has been long employed 


in the cure of Lues Venerea, and from 


the reſult of my experience I am diſpoſed 
to. think that it may be uſed with advan- 
tage. The trials which I have made with 
it along with mercury have been nume- 


| rous, but it is not upon theſe that any 


judgment can be formed of its efficacy. 
Neither have 1 given it often where mer- 


cury had not been previouſly uſed ; but I 


have had many opportunities of uſing it in 
caſes where mercury had not proved alto- 
gether ſucceſsful, whether from being 
given in too ſmall quantities, or without 
that attention to regimen which it re- 
quires ; and in a great proportion of theſe 
it has produced very evident effects. I 
have found it particulanly uſeful in thoſe 
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ſymptoms which chiefly affect the kin, 


ſuch as blotches and the remains of old 


venereal ulcers. 
When mercury from either 1 che cauſes 


lar J have mentioned has failed of com- 
pleting the cure, I have in various in- 


ſtances known it done by ſarſaparilla, 
where otherwiſe there was much reaſon 


to think that mercury in a larger quantity, 
or given in a different manner, would have 
been neceſſary. | 
I have given ſarſaparilla in powder, in 
extract, and in decoction, but the latter 
has always appeared to anſwer beſt. Not 
unfrequently I conjoin it with guaiacum, 
and it anſwers the purpoſe of blunting the 
acrimony of the latter *®. When the ſto- 
mach does not bear the decoction, I pre- 
fer the powder to the extract : A drachm, 
or even double that quantity of the pow- 
der, may be un three or four times a- 
„ | : 
Sarſaparilla and guaiacum, tend boch to 
promote perſpiration. Beſides any power 
E which 
* Vide Appendix, No. 23. 
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which they . of 8458 directly upon 
the venereal virus, they ſeem alſo to prove ; 
ſerviceable where mercury goes too read- 
ily to the mouth, by diverting. it from 


that outlet &. 


e 
Of Mere , = 


Tur root of this plant has long been 
employed for the removal of ſchirrous tu- 
mours by whatever cauſe they may be 
produced, and many have thought that it 
has proved particularly uſeful in nodes, as 
well as in ſome other ſymptoms « of the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe. As I have not uſed it 
much, where mercury was not either em- 
ployed along with it or before i it was given, 
cannot from my own cbſervation ſay, 
Thee it will cure ſyphilis by itſelf or. 

but from much experience of the 
eg of it when conjoined with mercury, 
| 4 So — 

* Vide Appendix, No. * 
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I can fav deciſively that in this manner it 


often proves uſeful. I have never known 
any advantage that was ſufficiently clear 
and obvious, derived from it in nodes, but 


it certainly tends to heal thoſe ulcers 


which ſometimes remain obſtinate after 
the quantity of mercury is given that we 

judge to be neceſſary. 8 
I I have already had occaſion to mention 
that ſpreading ulcers of this kind are par- 
ticularly apt to ſucceed to buboes, and 


chat they often reſiſt all the remedies that 


we employ for them. As this ſometimes 


happens after a full quantity of mercury 


has been given, and as the ſores often hea! 
at laſt merely from a change of regimen, 
I conceive that in ſuch caſes their obſti- 
nacy proceeds from ſome other cauſe than 


any remains of Lues Venerea; and as it 


is in this ſtate of the diſeafe, that I have 
chiefly obſerved any advantage to accrue 
from mezereon, I conclude that it acts 
particularly by correcting that ſtate of 
the ſyſtem which a long continued uſe of 


mercury is apt to induce, and which by 


experience 
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experience we find to be very inimical to 
the cure of all ſuch ſores as the a 
at the time may labour under. | 

It ſeems to be in this manner that 


Kennedy's decoction, of which mezereon 


forms a conſiderable part, proves particu- 


_ larly uſeful. There is no reaſon to ſup- 


poſe that mercury is contained in that de- 


coction, and yet there is no cauſe to doubt 
of .ſores of this defcription having been 


often healed by it, which had previouſly 


reſiſted every attempt that was made to 


cure them. Of this I could mention ſe- 
veral hiſtories which have fallen within 
my own knowledge, but they are too long - 
to admit of inſertion in this place. . This 
decoction, I may remark, appears to be 
nearly or perhaps entirely the ſame with 
the Liſbon decoction, for which a form i is 


given in the Appendix *. 


In uſing this root it is proper to obſerve, 
that the ligneous parts of it are altogether 
inert. The bark of the root appears to be 
the only active part of it. An Engliſh 
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quart, containing a drachm and half of 
the bark, is ſufficient for the courſe: of a 
day, and even this, when the root is in 


perfection, renders the decoction fo acrid 


that it ſometimes irritates the throat. 


With a view to leſſen this acrimony we 


conjoin it with gum arabic, liquorice, al- 
thea, animal broths, and often with ſarſa- 
parilla * 5 


ar 4 


56. 
Of Opium. 


Or had long been cmploxed for the 
relief of that kind of irritation which 
ſome of the ſymptoms of Lues Venerea 
are apt to excite, but it was not till of late 
ſuppoſed to poſſeſs any power of deſtroy- 
ing the venereal virus, or of curing this 
diſeaſe. It was firſt employed with this 
view in the Britiſh hoſpitals in America; 

E 9 9 Fn” and 

* Vide Vol. II. No. 24. . 


in Lues Venerea. | 5 
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and Didier: Michanlia, ppi to the 
Heſſian troops, was, I believe, the firſt 
who put it to the teſt of experiment. 
Since that period it has been uſed as an 
antiſyphilitic medicine by various practi- 
tioners in almoſt every part of Europe; 
and it has had the fate of almoſt every 
new remedy, or of every remedy employ- " 
ed with new motives. Some have {ſpoken 
of it in the higheſt terms of panegyric, 
| while others do not admit that it is ca- 
pable of removing even the mildeſt ſymp- 
tom of the diſeaſe. In matters of doubt, 
all that authors ought to attempt is, to 
ſtate clearly what they know to be matter 
of fact, as it is from the reſult of repeat- 
ed trials, properly authenticated, that an 
adequate judgment on all ſuch points is 
alone to be formed. As it appeared to be 
a matter of the firſt importance to have a 
new remedy for the cure of Lues Vene- 
$ rea, reported to act. with more eaſe and 


8. certainty even than mercury, I was one 
; among many who gave it an ample and 
4 fair trial. It was uſed in a variety of 


caſes, 
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caſes, and in different ſtages of the FA 


eaſe; but in no inſtances did it accompliſh 


a cure where there was cauſe to ſuppoſe 
that the virus was not previouſly deſtroy- 
ed by mercury. Sores originally produ · 


ced by this virus, and kept up, as is ſome- 


times the caſe, by irritation alone, and 
long after the venereal taint is deſtroyed, 
are more effectually cured by opium than 
by any other remedy. Sores which, from 
this cauſe, have remained obſtinate for a 


great length of time, are, by the uſe of 


opium, often brought to a healing ſtate; 
and when the conſtitution i is not otherwiſe 


diſeaſed, they are, for the moſt part, ſoon 


cicatriſed. It is proper, however, to di- 
ſtinguiſh between theſe ſores and ſuch as 
are . Sores in this ſtate are not 
to be conſidered as venereal. The vene- 
real virus, it is true, has acted : as the ex- 
citing cauſe of them ; but this being de- 


ſtroyed by mercury, they no longer de- 


pend upon this, and in fuch circumſtances 
are to be treated in the ſame manner with 


{ores of a ſimilar nature proceeding from 
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any other cauſe. In whatever way ſores 
may have ta] en Place, if much irritation 
prevail s, opium is perhaps the beſt reme- 
dy we can employ, but IJ have not found 
that it proves -more effectual i in ſores that 
are the conſequences of Lues Venerea 
than int 
n the dent of rr andi irritation 


with 1 


+ 1 


I ͤſuſpect much, therefore, that this di- 


ſtinction has not met with ſufficient atten- 
tion by thoſe who conſider opium as a re- 
medy in the cure of ſyphilis. By acting 
as an uſeful remedy in the cure of ſores 
in whicl 1 mercury had failed, they have 
been induce to iter dite powers to opium 
which I have much reaſon to think it does 
not poſſeſs, for 1 have never known it an- 


ſver where mercury had not previouſly 
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1 4 


4 
* 


been given. 2. 8 | 
Opium 


ing once conceived to poſſeſs | 
the power of curing ſyphilis, practitioners 
were induced to ſuppoſe, that it would 


* 4 
N 1. 


rove uſeful nearly in proportion to the 
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CE pr io ep vols quantity 


ariſing from any other cauſe, 


- 


work _ that could be 1 : gala 8 ac- 
ed. in lar th 
y -repoatrd, hows had been 
uind 3 in en practice. Few, I believe, 
made more complete trials of it, or have 
it farther than I have in various 
ances done: inning with two grains 
at bed- time, one in the morning, and ano- 
ther at mid-day, and adding a grain to 
each doſe every third or fourth day, pa- 
tients in this manner I have found could 
bear very conſiderable quantities in the 
courſe of a ſhort time. One of my pa- 
tients, who could not at firſt bear more 
than a grain, in the courſe of five weeks 
took three « 
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oſes, of fifteen grains each, 
1 ot find, however, that any 
advantage was derived from Seins it ſo 
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largely, while it frequently did much 
harm. It was apt to-excite ſickneſs, . 
ach, and giddineſs; a total loſs of appe- 
tite; in ſome an obſtinate coſtiveneſs, and, 
what was more ſurpriſing, it acted with 
many as a ſmart purgative. I never, how- 
ever, obſerved this till ten or twelve grains 
| 5 were 
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> 1s once produced by it, aſtringents appear —_— 


— 


to have no effect 1 in removing it: Emeti 
and purgatives were the only remedies | 
from which I derived any advantage. 
I muſt indeed admit that opium was 
taken by many, even in large d ſes, with- 
out any inconyenience or diſtreſs: but bee: 
ing ſoon ſenſible that it had no influncge 
on the venereal virus; that it proved in 1 
no other way uſeful, than by leſſening or 
removing irritation; and that this reſult- 
ed with equal certainty from moderate 
doſes, I have long deſiſted from giving it 
in larger quantities than two or three 
grains in the courſe of a day. 
Opium conjoined with an emetic has 
long been known as an uſeful remedy in 
rheumatiſm ; and I have found it prove 


F 


d- particularly uſeful in thoſe pains reſem- 
e- bling rheumati which occur in the ve- 
d, nereal diſeaſe. But the relief which it 


procures does not prove permanent if mer- 
cury be not employed along with it. For 
this purpoſe laudanum may be given along 
> Hg with 
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with as of antimon 7. or opium may 


be given with ne in the form of 
Dover pober co py ts i cet 
In ſome caſes opium proves uſeful as an 
external application, whether employed 
as a waſh for painful phagedenic ulcers, 
or in a ſolid form as an ointment. 3 but it 
does not appear, even in this manner, to 
act in any other way than as an anodyne. 
Of late the public has been amuſed with 
accounts of a new antiſyphilitic remedy; 
the nitrous acid; which is ſaid to cure 
every ſymptom of the venereal diſeaſe, 
with equal certainty, and with leſs injury 
to the conſtitution, than mercury. It was 
firſt employed with this view by Mr Scot 
in Bombay, one of the Britiſh ſettlements 


in the Eaſt Indies. Mr Scot ſpeaks of it 
in the warmeſt manner, not only as act- 


ing with much efficacy in Lues Venerea, 
but-in the cure of other diſeaſes for which 
mercury hitherto has been employed ; but 
not having as yet been put to a proper 
trial 


* Vide Appendix, No. 25 J 


trial in Europe, no deciſive opinion 
e formed of it. n | 
The acid is mixed with water, in ſuch. 


proportions as to give an agreeable ſour 
taſte to the whole, which will be at the 
rate of a drachm, or a drachm and half, 
according to the ſtrength of the acid, to 
every Engliſh quart of water, and this is 


uſed as ordinary drink, in the courſe of 
every da | 


= — — 
- 


= 


— or? 


- 


3 * * 2. 2 


— 


— ps I _ 
eg ES oe Fr aan - w* 


— 


\ 
— 1 5 * \ 
55 32 the Cure Ch. IV 
e z Po 20 " Sub Phe » *.* :- . a * py 9 
1 CW £ 
4 
7 


: * * d : 7 * q 1 — * — a 2 8 | g £ K = : : * 2 1 | Xx 7 , 
a r 
a — * > % 4 
r , ' 4 f 1 4 . f s | - > 1 ö x. Py 1 ; * 5 5 9 2 ; : 


Of the Cure of Lues Venerea, 
F. Of the Cure of Ghancres. 


DESCRIPTION of chancre is given in 
4 Section II. of this Chapter, page 13. 
in, T he firſt queſtion to, be determined in the 
method of cure, is whether it ſhould be 
truſted entirely to the internal exhibition 
of mercury ; to the uſe of local applica- 
tions; or to both ef theſe combined. 

A conſiderable time ago 1 had occaſion 
to give my opinion on this ſubject with 
freedom, and hitherto I have ſeen no good 
cauſe for deſerting it*, My opinion at 


that time was, as it {till is, that chancres 
ſhould 


. * Vide Treatiſe on the Theory and Management of 
Ulcers. N N 195 
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ſhould be healed as ſpeedily a as poſſible, 
and that this may be done with ſafety by 
nee, che e of local reme- 


244467 


* not to 955 — Ts We the interpal 


uſe of mercury alone, and they give as 


reaſons for this, that when external appli- 


| cations, are employed, we can never be 


certain whether the conſtitution is ren- 
dered ſafe or not ; while we can ſcarcely 
be deceived, they imagine, when chancres 
heal ſolely from the uſe of mercury. To 
this practice, however, different objections 
occur. The internal exhibition of mer- 
cury alone will not always cure chancres. 
[have known a perſon kept under the com- 


| plete effect of mercury for many weeks, 


and the chancres for which i it was pre- 
ſeribed remain nearly in the ſame ſtate 
as at firſt. Nay, in different inſtances, 
where this practice was purſued, and in 
vhich the cure was truſted to mercury 
alone, although the remedy was conti- 
medi in all of them for ſix ot ſeven weeks, 


= 12 and 


4 3 7 1 3 * 0 

S; 128 9 Ren Py n e 7 > 

"% 2 * 5 een GEE II ITT — OY r a 

we 3 1 $4; (REES A Sem, I Ry 8 e REES Eo ooo nant the by ; . 
Is 8 4 ”w "$444 > "IH *>. PRONE (ES — 8 5 FA. 
Ax, 7 * FI. | err » N Fs Pd 8 RY Mars EE PRs! "8, _ % . £ 2 e W OE TS * 8 a 
F . N 8 n PS IEEE: 75 een 1 . 
1 5. my £7 LES x N 3 3 3 264-444, . A 2 * 7 * : "A+ BY 4 2 58 9 n 1 
7 Cas * . 
1 . - 2.5 1 — . . 8 n by! 2; x0 Firs 7 A 
* * * 
8 


* 7 
* . wy e 


324 8 of the cure ©h, Iv. 


and under the beſt management, as the 
chancres did not heal the mercury was 
laid aſide, on the ſuppoſition of the con- 
ſtitution being rendered ſafe; but al- 
though in all of them the ſores were ſoon 
cured by the application of cauſtic, red pre. 
cipitate, or ſome other eſcharrotic, yet in 
ſeveral, ſymptoms of pox appeared in the 
courſe of a few weeks; in ſome, with ul- 
cers in-the throat, and, in others, with 
blotches upon the ſkin. From which J 
conclude, that we cannot depend upon the 
internal uſe of mercury alone for the cure 
of chancres ; nor have JI obſerved that it 
acts with certainty, | unleſs the ſores are 
kept up by the virus having entered the 
conſtitution. 

But the moſt important objection to the 
practice is, that being much more tediou: 
in effecting a cure, it creates a greateſ 
riſk of the virus entering the ſyſtem that 
when the ſores are more ſpeedily healec 
by the uſe of external remedies. Th 
Practice of healing chancres by the intel 
pal uſe of mercury only, originated fro 
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an \ opinion that adrian ſores of every 
deſcription proceeded from the conſtitu- 
tion being infected, and were this the caſe, 
there might be cauſe to conſider it as 
well founded ; but now that we know that 
chancres at firft are always local, and 
that they are the ſource of whatever mat- 
ter enters the ſyſtem, it is obvious that 
the more ſpeedily they can with propriety 
be healed, the leſs will be-the riſk of the 
conſtitution being injured. 11 
Chancres might frequently be cured 

with external applications alone, and as 
we know from experience that the virus 
is not always abſorbed, the cure would in 
a few inſtances prove permanent; but as 
we can never with certainty know whe- 
ther this would happen or not, while, in 
a great proportion of caſes, there would 
be reaſon to think that abſorption would 
take place, we ought not in any caſe to 
truſt to it. In order to avoid the incon- 
veniencies of a courſe of mercury, it has 
been faſhionable of late to truſt the cure 
505 recent chancres to local remain but 
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eſt method of curing chancres, is to be ob. 


"moſt certainty cured by a free uſe of cau- 
ſtic. If the diſeaſed parts are complete- 


1 deſtroyed with cauſtic, they ſoon be- 


practice i is now therefore very generally 


have been conſulted, that the practice is 
fraught with danger. The chancres may 
often be eafily healed ; but where mer: 


ſyſtem. 


applications conjoined with a well-regu- 
Hated courſe of mercury. By the former 
we are frequently enabled to complete 
the cure in a few days, which otherwiſe 


by the latter the conſtitution i is made ſe. 


1 how from various inſtances i in 1 Which! 


eur y is not emp] oyed, the difeaſe i in a great 
proportion of caſes ſoon ſhews itſelf in the 


The moff certain, as 6 Well as the ſpeedi. 


tained from a due attention to external 


would require a great length of time ; and 


eure. 
Chancres in an incipient ſtate, are ih 


come clean, and heal as quickly: as ſores 
proceeding from any other cauſe, and of 
the ſame magnitude, uſually do. Thi 


adopted. 


Sect. v. 


- adopted, Abe the effect of it is 0 GS. 
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able that it has never probably been laid 
aſide by any who have given it a fair 


trial. None, I imagine, have purſued it 
more fully than I have done; but I find 


it neceffary to remark, that in the uſual 

way of conducting the practice it ĩs liable 
to one very important objection: the chan- 

cres to which it is applied, if not of long 
duration, very commonly heal quickly; ; 
but in a great proportion of cafes the cure 
of the ſores is ſucceeded by. buboes in the 
contiguous glands. For a conſiderable 
time I was induced to ſuppoſe that this 
ſwelling of the glands was more the effect 
of accident than of the method of treat- 
ment, and that it would have happened 


under whatever management the ſores 


might have been. The frequency, how- 


cer, of their appearance, made me at laſt 


ſulpect that I was miſtaken, and farther | 
obſervation made it obvious that. this gs: 


the caſe. 


As experiment alone could determine 


the queſtion, I was reſolved to have re- 


þ 4 4 _ courſe. 
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courſe to it. Of the firſt twenty patients 
with incipient chancres who fell under 
my care, in ten they were deſtroyed by 
an immediate and effectual application of 
lunar cauſtic, the remedy being employed 
according to my uſual cuſtom at that 
time, inſtantly on my being called. Of 
the other ten, five were dreſſed with 
blue mercurial ointment, and five with 
common wax ointment. The ſores to 
which cauſtic were applied healed much 
ſooner than the others, and next to theſe 
the ſores that were dreſſed with mercu- 
rial ointment. But of the ten patients to 
whom cauſtic was applied, no leſs than 
eight had buboes, while only one bubo 
occurred in all the others, and it hap- 
pened in one whoſe chancres had been 
dreſſed with mercury. I thought alſo that 
buboes appeared to be leſs frequent from 
the application of cauſtic where mercury 
had been previouſſy given. This fell with 
in my obſervation from time to time with 
patients who had taken mercury either of 


their own e or by the advice of 
| others; 


others; a appearing, to be of impor- 

tance I was reſolved to bring it likewiſe 
to the teſt of experiment, and the refult 

was as follows: Of forty-eight patients 
with chancres in an incipient ſtate, and 

exactly as they occurred in practice, one 

half was treated in the manner that I have 

mentioned, by deſtroying the chancres 
with cauſtic. immediately. on my being 
deſired to {ee them, while, all the others 
were put under mercury for eight or ten 
days before cauſtic was uſed : In every 
other circumſtance the method of treat- 
ment was the ſame. The difference, 
however, ſurpriſed me greatly: Of the 
twenty-four treated with the immediate 
application of cauſtic, twenty were ſeized 
with buboes, while only three buboes oc- 
curred in an equal number to whom mer- 
cury had been previouſly. adminiſtered. | 
Theſe buboes did not indeed all termi- 
nate in ſuppuration, nor did many of 
them arrive at any. conſiderable ſize. Be- 
ing cloſely watched, mercury was imme- 
dagen applied for the ebe of diſ- 
cuſſing 
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cuſſing them, and for the moſt part it 
proved ſucceſsful : but there was no cauſe 
to doubt of their being venereal from their 
being equally difficult to manage, and 
from thoſe which ended in fuppuration 
being equally difficult to cure, with bu- 
boes that we meet with in the ordinary 
courſe of buſineſs. At firſt I Was induced 
to hope that ſwellings produced in this 
manner were not venereal, but merely the 
effect of irritation excited by the cauſtic, 
but it ſoon became obvious that this was 
not the caſe, and that cauſtic does not de- 
ſtroy the venereal virus ſo completely as 
is commonly imagined, while, by the ir- 
Titation which it always excites, it tends 
often to produce buboes, which otherwiſe 
would never take place. This affords an 
additional proof to what has already been 
mentioned, of the effect of irritation in 
exciting the action of the abſorbents; and 
the effect of mercury in this caſe, by pre- 
venting the formation of buboes, tends 
farther to ae che opinion of this me- 


dicine 
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dicine acting as an antidore to . ophi- . 
litic vi E 15 | 
In a great proportion of 2 e 

produced in this manner begin to form in 
the courſe of a day or two after cauſtic 
has been applied; in ſome caſes even 
ſooner. But I have known them take 
place where the glands had remained ſound 
for a good many days after the chancres 
were cicatriſed, and where there was no 
reaſon therefore to ſuſpect that any excit- 
ing cauſe of buboes could remain. In 
theſe inſtances I conclude that ſuch a 
_ ſmall portion of the virus had been lodged - 
in the lymphatics forming the gland, as 
required this length of time to excite the 
degree of irritation n for the __ 
duction of bubo. 4 e 
The ſame effect appears to reſolt bm 
whatever cauſtic is employed ; at leaſt 
this has been the caſe with ſuch trials as I 
have made with lunar cauſtic, red preci- 
pitate, blue vitriol, and corroſive ſubli- 
mate; and as zthe cauſtic is more eaſily 

applied, while it commonly acts with more 
: _ certainty, 


certainty, and perhaps with leſs pain 3 
any of the others, I commonly give it the 
preference. Where cauſtic is to be em- 
ployed, my practice now is to put my pa- 
tient previouſly under mercury for the ſpace 
of ſix, eight, or ten days, till there is full 
evidence of the medicine having entered 
the ſyſtem. At this time cauſtic is applied 
over the whole ſurface of the chancre, 
however extenſive it may be, in ſuch a 
manner as to deſtroy all the diſeaſed parts, 
and the application is renewed as often as 
the ſores become foul or ſloughy, In ſome 
it is not neceſſary to uſe it above once or 
twice, while in others it muſt be repeated 
every ſecond or third day, during a great 
part of the cure. Even where the ſores 
have become clean cauſtic often proves 
uſeful, particularly when they are ſta- 
tionary, and make no progreſs towards a 
cure; in which caſe we may commonly 
make them cicatriſe more ſpeedily by the 

reiterated application of cauſtic than by 


any other remedy. 
When 
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When chancres are brought to a cleay 
healing ſtate, a cure will for the moſt 
part be obtained by continuing the uſe 
of mercury for a ſufficient length of time, 
and by dreſſing with dry lint, or any 


ſimple ointment; but that fixed or ſta- 
tionary ſtate to which I allude, and in 


which they often remain where cauſtic 
is not frequently applied, is very effectu- 
ally prevented by dreſſing with precipi- 


tate or calomel ointment ; and in ſome 
caſes I employ for the ſame purpoſe an 
ointment prepared with yerdigris x. 


In all caſes of chancres the parts ſhould 


be kept particularly clean, and the beſt 
ordinary waſh for this, is a weak ſolution 
of corroſive ſublimate, in the proportion 
of one grain to ſeven or eight ounces of 

water. Where the ſores remain foul not- 


withſtanding the application of cauſtic, 


but which does not often happen Where 
mercury in ſufficient quantity is given 


along with it, it becomes neceſſary to em- 

| 6 5 \ : = 5 8 4 | ploy | 

* Formule of theſe ointments are given in the A p- 
Fendi, Nos. 26, 27, and 28. 


migations. In all {light caſes of chancres 
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ploy a waſh with a greater proportion of 
ſublimate. In this caſe one, or even two 
grains, may be added to an ounce of Wa- 
ter; but this being too ſtrong for apply- 


ing to the contiguous parts, care muſt be 


taken to confine it as much as poſſible to 
thoſe that are diſeaſed. In this foul or 
floughy ſtate of chancres, among the Va- 
riety of dreſſings which occaſionally we 
are obliged to employ, the blue ointment 
prepared with equal parts of : mercury and | 
hogs-lard, ſometimes anſwers well, as it 
does indeed in almoſt every. ſtate of chan- 
cre in which it is proper that mercury 
ſhould be uſed. For the purpoſe too of 
removing this foul appearance which | 
chancres are very apt to aſſume, and un- 
der which they never heal, red precipitate \ 
finely levigated is often employed i in pow- 
der, and frequently with advantage. Ca- 
lomel applied in this manner alſo proves 


_ uſeful; and it is chiefly in this ſtate of 
--chancres that I have perceived moſt ad- 


vantage to be derived from mercur ial fu- 


8 
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A free application: af cauſtic very co 


ly proves ſucceſsful ; but where the fans. 
are deep, extenſive, and ſloughy, together 
with the uſe of cauſtic, we are obliged to 
employ one or other of the dreſſings that 
J have mentioned; and when precipitate, 


calomel, and even verdigris have failed, 
[ have in various inſtances found that the 
parts have been rendered clean, and 
brought into a healing ſtate, by fumigat- 
ing once or twice with cinnabar. 
We meet however with two ſtates * 
8 chancre that do not admit of this mode 


of treatment, in which the parts, affected 
are either much inflamed, or ſhow ſome. 
tendency. to mortification. In all other 


fituations, whether the ſores be upon the 


glans, prepuce, or frenum, or even with- , 


in the mouth of the urethra, cauſtic may 


be applied with freedom. It may be pro- 
per here to remark, that when a chancre 


is ſeated upon the frenum, or beneath it, 


if not altogether ſuperficial, the 2 5 
itſelf ſhould be cut acroſs. It is eaſilx 
8 done 


a 


done, no inconvenienc y enſues, and i it tend 


| always to forward the cure, 


When the parts upon which chancres 
are ſeated become inflamed, ſuch remedies 
ſhould be employed as prove chiefly uſe. 
Ful in inflammation. - When the patient 
is plethoric, blood-letting proves neceſ. 


| fary, together with cooling laxatives, and 
a low diet. The parts ſhould be dreſſed 
with any ſimple ointment, ſuch as the 
common ſaturnine ointment and wax lini- 


ment mentioned in the Appendix *. In 


ſuch circumſtances ſaturnine as well as 


common emolient poultices prove ſome- 


times uſeful; but nothing gives more re- 
lief, than the internal uſe of opiates. By 
allaying irritation they frequently tend in 


the moſt effectual manner, to leſſen or re. 


move the inflammation. 


In ſome caſes, however, e and. 
ing all our attention, this inflammatory 


ſtate of chancres terminates in gangrene, 
while in others gangrene takes place 
"where no great degree of inflammation 
+5. 6 (Ss 1 IP 


* Vide Nos. 29 and 30. 
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had been previouſly obſerved; In theſe 
oppoſite circumſtances the remedies to be 
employed ought evidently to be different. 
Where much inflammation {till prevails, 
blood-letting with other parts of an anti- 
phlogiſtic courſe ought to be puſhed as far 
as the ſtrength and age of the patient can 
with ſafety admit, while a plentiful uſe of 
bark is perhaps the beſt remedy where 
little or no inflammation takes place. 

For the removal of inflammation, be- 
fides general blood-letting, I have occa- 
ſionally ventured upon the application of 
leeches to the diſeaſed parts, and com- 
monly with much advantage. The bites' 
of leeches may in ſome inſtances give riſe 


not have taken place, but little or no diſ- 
advantage enſues from this, as they heal 
by the uſe of the mercury that we muſt 
neceſſarily employ for the cure of the diſ- 
caſe, while nothing proves ſo effectual as 
local blood- letting, for carrying off that 
great degree of inflammatory tenſion” 
Vol. II. 196 + which 


to venereal ulcers which otherwiſe would 
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which in cafes of this deſeription we ſome. 
times meet with. 3 15 SAL 
Whether inflammation takes plave or 
not, gangrene , when i it ariſes from | chan. 
cres, proceeds with more rapidity than it 
uſually does from any other cauſe. I have 
known a conſiderable part of the glans 
deſtroyed by it in the courſe of a day. 
For the moſt part, if not immediately 
checked, either by general or local blood- 
letting, or by a liberal uſe of bark, accor- 
ding to the nature of the caſe, it proceeds 
without our being able to put a ſtop to it 
till it comes to the urethra. In different 
inſtances I have known the urethra laid 
entirely bare for a conſiderable length on 
the mortified parts being remoyed ; ; and 
where it begins upon the preputium it pro- 
ceeds in ſome caſes not only through the 
looſe ſkin and cellular ſubſtance of the pe- 
nis but even into the corpora cavernoſa. 
The moſt diſtreſsful ſymptom which 
. rt place from the mortification of theſe 
parts, is the vent which it ſometimes gives 
0 the 1 urine by penetrating the * 
0 
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of the urethra. In att inſtances one 

opening 1s formed ; in others we meet 
with two, three, or more. Beſides the i in- 
conveniency and diſtreſs which this always 
occaſions, it adds conſiderably to the ha- 
zard of the patient, for the urine in this 

manner finds acceſs to the ſurrounding 

cellular ſubſtance, where it not only gives 
much additional pain, but the irritation 
which it excites ſeems to be of a nature 
particularly apt to create a diſpoſition to 
gangrene, ſo that whenever it takes place, 
the mortification extends more rapidly 
than it did before, nor has bark and the 
other remedies uſually given much influ- 
ence in putting a ſtop to it. In this caſe 
we derive moſt advantage from opium. 
Whether opium acts here as an antiſeptic 
might be difficult to aſcertain : I rather 
ſuppoſe that it proves chiefly uſeful by 
leſſening or removing the irritation pro- 


duced by the urine, for I have not per- 
beſe ceived that its beneficial effects are in pro- 
es portion to the quantity given. Small 
27 doſes, when they procure eaſe, ſeem to 
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prove equally uſeful with the | largeſt, 


of this effect of urine upon parts in this 


which they would not probably do if they 
acted in any other manner. While by 
means of opiates we endeavour to leſſen 
the pain, much care ſhould be taken to 
prevent the urine from finding acceſs to 
the contiguous parts. Where it happens 
to lodge, the ſac which receives it ſhould 
be laid freely open, and the parts bathed 
with a decoction.of bark, an infuſion of 
role leaves, or ſome other antiſeptic after 
every time the patient voids urine. 
I have taken the more particular notice 


ſituation, as I do not find that it has been 
mentioned by others, and as various caſes 
have fallen under my care in which the 
moſt diſtreGful conſequences enſued from 
it. 
Chancres are: particularly apt to become 
gangr enous When combined with paraphy- 
moſis, but they do ſo occaſionally where 
no degree f this aden has ever oc- 


cur: red. 7 
The 
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The moſt alaring Gupta of chis flate 


of chancre is hæmorrhagy when the mor- 


tifcatĩon reaches the large arteries of the 
penis. No advantage 1 is derived from t: F- 
ing theſe arteries with ligatures till bz 

gangrene is completely ſtopped; ſo that 
in this fituation we are obliged to, truſt t to 
the uncertain effects of aſtringent applica- | 
tions conjoined with moderate preſſure. 
Preſſure in this caſe is moſt effectually ap- 
plied by means of a fillet of linen or cot- 


ton, paſſed round the penis, after a lead- 


en or ſilver tube has been inſerted into 
the urethra, for the purpoſe of carrying off 
the urine. 
The point of moſt importance in this 
ſtate of the diſeaſe is to determine. the 
propriety of giving mercury, or delay ing 


the uſe of it till the mortification i is over. 


It is the common practice to continue the 
mercury that had previouſſy been given 
for the chancres, and many even judge 
It neceſſary to give it in greater quanti- 


ties. In every inſtance, however, where 
| have known it done, it has evidently 


GT proved 


= 
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proved hurtful; and having found, from 
various trials, that the mercury may with 
ſafety be laid aſide during the progreſs of 
the mortification, I now never employ it 
till all the mortified parts are removed. 
The fear of the diſeaſe gaining ground 

from this ;. that the mortification is of a 
venereal nature ; and that mercury is 
therefore neceſſary in the cure, is the cauſe 
of this practice, but the progreſs of mor- 
tification is ſo rapid, when compared with 
the uſual ſymptoms of ſyphilis, and. it is in 
every circumſtance fo different that 1 do 
not conceive it to be venereal. It is in- 
deed evidently induced by this diſeaſe; = 
but in this reſpect the ſyphilitic virus ſeems 
to act in no other manner than as the o- 
caſional cauſe; and chancres being at firſt 
always local, I believe, that, in a great 
proportion of caſes, the ſore which re- 
mains after the mortification is gone is 
not venereal, and that it would heal whe- 
ther mercury ſhould be given or not, in 
the ſame 1 manner as would happen with 
many chanc res Where cauſtic has been 
| * 
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freely applied on their firſt appearance. 


But as we cannot in either caſe know with 
certainty whether the virus has entered 
the ſyſtem or not, the ſafety of our patient 


requires in both inſtances that mercury 


ſnould be given in quantities ſufficient for 


this purpoſe. While the mortification 


however continues to advance, it ſhould be 


treated in the ſame manner with gangrene 


from any other cauſe, and without any re- 
gard to the venereal diſeaſe; but as ſoon 
as the mortified parts are removed, the 
caſe ſhould be conſidered as entirely ve- 
nereal 3 a courſe of mercury ſhould be ad- 
viſed and continued from a fortnight to 
three weeks or a month, according to the 
virulence and obſtinacy of the ſymptoms 
after the ſores are cicatriſed. 

I have ſeldom, however, found it neceſ- 
ſary to lay aſide the uſe of mercury during 
the inflammatory ſtate of chancres. Even 
where ſymptoms of inflammation run high 


mercury may be ſafely given. By leſſen- 


ing the venereal irritation, it tends for the 


moſt part to 'abate, and even to remove 
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the inflammation, ſo that I commonly pre. 
ſcribe it immediately, and perſiſt in the 
moderate uſe of it during the l con- 
tinuance of this ſymp tom. 
After the inflammation Produced by 
chancres is gone, they fall to be treated 
in the ſame manner as if this ſymptom 
had not taken place. When they are 
clean, and with a ſurface diſpoſed to gra- 
nulate and heal, any common ointment 
will anſwer for dreſſing them, but when 
foul or floughy, the application of cauſtic, 
calomel, precipitate, and verdigris, are 
equally proper as if the inflammation had 
not happened. Verdigris may not only be 
applied to chancres in powder, and in the 
form of an ointment, but in ſolution; and 
it equally tends to remove that flonghy 
foulneſs to which I allude, and diſpoſes 
the ſores to heal when they become fixed 
. Or ſtationary. It may be uſed in various 
proportions, from two ee to a e 
in the ounce of water. FRET: 
In this clean fiate of chancres, hn 
claw cure does not advance, the application 
N 1 
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er, ardent ſpirits; or even 
of aleohol/ proves ſometimes uſefulʒ and 
in ſome: caſes we derive advantage from 
bathing the parts with lime water, a ſolu- 
tion of blue vitriol, traumatic ae 
tincture of myrrh. - wy 
One of the en eee. to the 


cure of chancres, is their taking place 
whether on the inſide of the prepuce or 
upon the glans, along with phy moſis 3 for 


when they cannot be kept clean, and 


dxeſſings properly applied, the cure proves 


always both tedious and uncertain. In 


all flight caſes of chancre in this fitnation, 


we endeavour to cure them by injecting 
from time to time, between the prepuce 


and glans, one or other of the articles I 
have juſt mentioned, ſufficiemly diluted ; 
but when the ſores are either deep or ex- 
tenſive, the operation for the phymoſis 
ſhould be adviſed as the firſt part of the 


cure #, This being a meaſure to Which 


a patient does not e eee it is em- 


N monly: 


* Vide Chapter III. Section XII. 
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. | monly. poſtponed, by which a-great deal 
=_ of time is loſt, and-chancres often allow. 


ed to proceed deep into the ſubſtance of 
the penis, which, without the ſmalleſt ha- 
zard, might eaſily have been healed. 
When an operation for this carl; Is 
to be done, the prepuce ſhould:be divided 
through its whole length. We are com- 
monluy deſired to carry the inciſion only 
the length of the chancres, but in diffe- 
rent inſtances I have perceived bad con- 
ſequences enſue from this. The undivid- 
ed ſkin is apt to inflame and become tight, 
and the pain from the operation being 
nearly the ſame, the other as being more 
effectual, and not productive of theſe in- 
conveniencies, ſhould be preferred. 
When, again, the cure is conducted 
without the prepuce being laid open, be- 
fides a very regular attention to cleanli- 
neſs, care ſhould be taken to prevent ad- 
heſions between the preputium and glans; 
a circumſtance particularly apt to happen 
when much inflammation takes place, and 


from which a good deal of 1 inconveniency 
| 1s 


of 
ö 
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is a afterwards experienced. This: i is with 
moſt certainty prevented by making ſuch 


liquids as are injected paſs freely round 


the whole ſubſtance of the glans, and in- 
ſerting pledgits with proper dreſſings, and 
placing them between the prepuce and 

thoſe parts of the glans that are diſeaſed. 
Chancres in the parts of generation of 

Women, require the ſame method of treat- 

ment as in men. The parts do not appear 
to be ſo irritable, ſo that they more rea- 
dily admit. of the eſcharrotic applications 
which I have. mentioned, and in both ſexes 
the cure is much promoted by confine- 


ment, while nothing tends more to retard 


it than the parts being fretted by waren . 
in walking or riding on horſeback. Ta 
Where venereal ſores. form upon the 
mons veneris. and external parts of the 
labia pudendi, or when chancres ſpread to 
theſe parts, as they ſometimes do from 
the nymphe and clitoris where they often 
begin, they are commonly more foul and 
foughy than venereal ſores in other ſitu- 
ations : Neither a are they ſo readily. clean-. 

ed 


18 by the uſual + Greig” Bef des a more 
frequent application of cauſtic they 1 


quire every eſcharrotic that we employ 


to be uſed in powder” inſtead of being 


mixed with ointments. They even admit 
of being covered from time to time with 


levigated verdigris ; nor have the milder 


articles of this claſs, ſuch as calomel and 


red precipitate, the ſame influence in 
keeping them clean that we find them to 
have in venereal ſores in almoſt every 
other part. It is proper, therefore, i in the 
treatment of ſores upon theſe parts, that 
this circumſtance be kept in view. 


Lunar cauſtic is the beſt application for 


chancres upon the lips. In this ſituation 
ointments cannot be conveniently em- 


ployed: we therefore truſt almoſt entirely 


to the repeated application of cauſtic; but 


in chancres upon the nipples, the applica 
tion of cauſtic creates ſo much pain that 


it can ſeldom be uſed. We are therefore 


in theſe parts obliged to employ the mild- 
er dreſſings, and nothing anſwers better 


than the common ſaturnine ointment, or 


wax 


- 
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wax ointment, wath a fourth part of calo- 
mel. Some advantage is alſo derived from 
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bathing he. Parts affected with a ſtrong 
ſolution. of opium in Water. It leſſens ir- 


pe 


ritability, by which he, ſores. are ore 
readily: Orgs e 
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A nISTORY _— the 5 and progreſs of 
bubo has already been given in Seck. II. 


of this Chapter, p. 26. 


Our treatment of bubo has varied and 
been improved by the more perfect know- 
ledge which of late years has been ob- 
tained of the anatomy of the lymphatic 


ſyſtem. Till this was acquired buboes 
vere conſidered as an effort of the ſyſtem 


to throw off the morbific matter of the 
diſeaſe, ſo chat in every inſtance to pro- 


mote their e was thought to be 


wi neceſlary ; 
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neceſſary ; ; but when it is Kuben that 
they are not produced by any diſeaſe of 
the conſtitution; that they originate from 
a ſtoppage of the ſyphilitic virus in its 
progreſs to the common courſe of the cir- 
culation; that by bringing mercury into 
contact with the virus while in this ſitua- 
tion we can render it totally inert; and 
that ſores, the conſequence of the ſuppu- 
ration of buboes, are difficult of cure, I 
do not heſitate to ſay that it is the beſt 
practice in the treatment of buboes, to 
prevent the formation of matter, and by 
a proper application. of mercury, com- 
bined with other means, to procure a dif- 
arg of every tumour of this kind. 
But although the advantages of this 
actich are obyious to all who have gi- 
ven it a fair trial, ſtill there are many 
who have not adopted it, as thinking that 
they leſſen the hazard of the patient by 
inducing ſuppuration in the ſubſtance of 
the gland, and afterwards diſcharging the 


. matter ane, it contains. ; 
| | We 
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We muſt. indeed acknowledge that this 
reaſoning would. haye every appearance of 
being well founded, and that the practice 
of curing buboes by diſcuſſion ought cer- 
tainly to be exploded, was it to be ac- 
compliſhed by forcing the matter of in- 
fection into the ſyſtem; but as we have 


it in our power by a proper uſe of mer- 


cury entirely to deſtroy the nature of the 
matter lodged in the obſtructed gland, 
and as we know from daily obſervation, 
that when accompliſhed in this manner, 


the diſcuſſion of buboes can never induce 
danger, it ought in all caſes to be ad- 


viſed. 51 
The lenden 4 thels i tumours might 


often be in our power by other means 
than the direct application of mercury to 


the matter of infection; but we act with 
more certainty of doing no harm to the 
ſyſtem, by firſt deſtroying the active pro- 
perty of the matter in the obſtructed 
gland, and truſting afterwards to the uſe 
of mercury for obviating the effects of 

45 "any 
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of. infection was abſorbed; but in the or- 
tween theſe points is hot ſuffic ient for the 
quantity of mercurial ointment that muſt 
be employed. Where buboes form in the 
arm: pit, or in the fore part of the thigh, 
from venereal ſores in the hand or feet, 


ointment upon the parts lying between 


apply it along the infide of the thigh and 


tumour, and often a mercurial plaſter Was 


any part of the virus 5 ee wo paſſe 


intothe ſyſtem. 
the firſt nee tat A 3 mer- 


cury ſhould therefore be applied, fo as that 


Fra may with moſt . certainty paſs into the 
ohſt ructed gland. Hence it ihould be chief. 
Iy applied to thoſe parts lying between 
che bubo and the ſpot at which the matter 


dinary ſeat of buboes the ſpace lying be- 


this may at all times be done; but when 
ſeated in the groin, beſides rubbing the 


the chancres and the ſwellings, we alſo 
leg. When the practice of diſcufling bu- 
boes with mercury was firſt introduced, 


the ointment was chifly rubbed upon the 


kept conſtantly applied to it; we find, 
| | howere?, 


however, that the mercury pale with 
much more certainty into the gland by 
applying it to thoſe parts from whence 
the lymphatic veſſels for: ene b 1 
take their origin. | | 
But although a mercurial plaſter” SO 
pliedupon the gland itſelf ſeems to do harm, 
by the heat and irritation which it excites, 
am of opinion that a ſmall portion of 
the ointment that we employ ſhould be 
rubbed upon it. Although none of the 
mercury ſhould by this route paſs directly 
into che gland, ſtill it will go into the ſyſ- 
tem, and we know that the diſcuſſion of 
the tumour is often e wie gone | 
friction applied to it. 
In our application. of mercury for 450 
purpoſe of making it paſs through a parti- 
cular gland it is evident that a knowledge 
of the courſe of the lymphatics is a mat- 
ter of importance; but we cannot always 
apply it, as I have already obſerved, to - 
thoſe parts from which the greateſt num- 
ber of lymphatics of the contiguous glands: 
originate, Thus in women, in whom hu- 
Vor. II. Aa I 
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boes are ſometimes ſeated within an inch 
or ſo of the ſeat of infection, as is the caſe 
where the glands upon the round liga- 
ments become obſtructed, from the lym- 
phatics forming theſe glands appearing 
to riſe chiefly from the tender ſkin of the 
5 labia pudendi, we cannot with propriety 
apply the ointment to theſe parts; nor 
can we in moſt inſtances in the treatment 
of buboes in men take the advantage of 
thoſe lymphatics which originate in the 
glans penis in the internal ſurface of- the 
prepuce or ſcrotum ; at leaſt wherever I 
have attempted to do ſo, however gently | 
the friction was applied, ſo much irrita- 
tion was induced by it that we were ſoon 
| obliged to defiſt. In the ſerotum it excites 
a fretful itchy eruption, and a conſider- 
able degree of uneaſineſs. In all theſe ſi- 
tuations, therefore, we muſt apply the 
ointment to the more firm {kin of the c con- 
tiguous parts. | | * 
When the full quantity of mercury to 
be employed! can be rubbed upon the leg 


| and 1 of” that ide 1 in Which a bubo is 
| 1 ſeated 
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ſeated it ann cc to be done, but 
the cure of the diſeaſe often, requires a 
greater quantity of the ointment than can 
be uſed in this manner. In ſuch caſes We 
commonly apply it to the other thigh, but | 
it may with equal ſafety. and advantage 
be rubbed en the arms or any part of 5 
the body. . „„ 5 
From what has been 2 5 it will appear 
that we depend chiefly upon a proper ap- 
plication of mercury for the diſcuſſion of 
buboes; but we ſhould not truſt entirely 
to this. When the patient is plethoric he 
ſhould immediately loſe blood, in quanti- ; 
ty proportioned to his ſtrength, and his 
bowels thould be opened by a briſk purga- 


n 
- tire. It proves ſometimes uſeful to repeat 
.me purgative once and again: Cold ſatur- 
l. nine poultices ſhould be applied to the tu- 
he nmour: The patient ſhould be kept at per- 
n- ect reſt: His diet ſhould be moderate; I 
and where much irritation prevails opiates 
to MWſbould be given in doſes ſufficient for re- 
leg moving it. I think 1t right indeed to ob- 


ſerve, that in the treatment of: buboes 
Aaz DER gd much 
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much advantage may be derived from the 
uſe of opiates, and that mercury will often 
fail if we do not at the ſame time leſſen 
or remove the irritation and pain, for 
which nothing anſwers with ſuch certain. 
ty as the internal uſe of opiates combined 
with a frequent renewal of cold ſaturnine 
applications. In ſome inſtances I have 
made trial of local blood-letting by means 


of. leeches for the diſcuſſion of venereal 


buboes, and in ſome caſes with advantage. 
In others, however, it has not. anſwered 
ſo well as it commonly does in ſwellings 
of theſe parts ariſing from inflammation. 
On the contrary, the irritation which the 
bites of theſe animals excites has 1 in ſome 
appeared to do harm. 

By a proper application of the remedies 
char J have enumerated, we endeavour to 
remove the inflammation, while by a due | 
continuation of mercury we ſecure the 
ſafety of the conſtitution. The length of 
time to which a courſe of mercury ſhould 
extend for this purpoſe, can only be aſcer- 
tained by the effects which reſult from it- 
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It hould always, however, be continged 
till the ſwelled gland is nearly reduced to 
its natural fizez and when chancres take 
place, along with it the mercury cannot 
with ſafety be laid aſide till the ſores have 
been cicatriſed for two or three weeks. 
But in attending to the diſcuſſion of the 
tumour we have no reaſon in any caſe to ex- 
pect that it will be reduced entirely to its uſ- 
nal ſize; for lymphatic glands, when ſwelled 
from this cauſe, commonly remain for a 
great length of time, in ſome inſtances 
during the life of the patient, ſomewhat 
more full and prominent than they were 
before. All we have to expect therefore 
is, that they ſhould fall nearly to their 
natural ſize, and be entirely free of pain. 
This being accompliſhed, if no chancres 
or other ſymptoms of the diſeaſe exiſt, 
and if the full effect of the mercury has 
been kept up, it may with ſafety be left 
off at the end of two or three weeks from 
that period. 

In buboes altogether venereal, we ſel- 
dom fail to remove them where the patient 
A deſires 


5 3586 5 of th Gr = ch. Iv. 


laeGres nc! in GS time and applies 
the ointment with care and attention; ; but 
in ſome inſtances we fail, and notwith. 
ade all our endeavours the tumour 
proceeds to ſuppuration. This may take 
place from various cauſes, but it happens 
chiefly from patients declining to alk af. 
ſiſtance till it is too late; 5 from their i im 
proper manner of living, and being allow- 
ed to walk abroad when they ought to be 
: confined ; from their Not applying the 
mercury with that care and attention 
which it requires; and in many inſtances 
from the patient being of a ſcrophulous 
conſtitution; by which, although the ſy- 
philitic virus may be removed or deſtroy- 
ed by the mercury, ſtill it is not ſufficient 
for the purpoſe of carrying off that ten- 
dency to the formation of matter which 
the virus has produced. 

As ſoon as a bubo PALS any tendency 
to ſuppurate, it is the practice with many 
ta endeayour to promote the formation of 
matter as quickly as poſſible; but 1 have 


not obſerved any good Kere for this. By 
i 
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Rl proceeding with an attentive applica- | 
tion of mercury, and with the uſe of cold 
applications, we frequently ſucceed in the 
diſcuſſion of buboes after they have become 
large, and in ſome inſtances” even after 
ſome partial ſuppuration has taken place. 
Neither does the practice do harm even 
when it. does not. ſucceed ; for although 
complete ſuppuration ſhould afterwards 
take place, we do not perceive that the 
proceſs is retarded by the mercury having 
been continued, while the fores which en- 
ſue heal more kindly than they uſually do 
where the mercury has been previouſly 
laid aſide. By ſome we are told, that the 
uſe of mercury, during the formation of 
matter in buboes, ought never to be ad- 
viſed; but although I have paid much at- 
tention to the ſubject I have never perceiv- 
ed that in any inſtance it has done harm, 
while, beſides other advantages, it ſaves a 
good deal of time which otherwiſe would 


be loſt. Even where the formation of 


matter has taken place to a conſiderable 

extent, and where it is therefore proper to 

promote the complete ſuppuration of the 
Aag tumour. 
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tumour by the frequent renewal of warm 
emollient poultices and fomentations, {till 
there is no neceſſi ity for deſiſting ann the 
uſe of mercury, which ſhould be con- 
tinued without interruption till a ſuffici- 
ent quantity is employed for the ſafety of 
the conſtitution. It does not prevent the 
ſuppuration from going forward 3 and the 
ſores which enſue from the diſcharge of 
the matter heal. more kindly, as I have 
already obſerved, when no interruption 
has been given to the e of mer- 
CUry. 2 5 bi 5 

When buboes have come to a Rate of 
ſuppuration, it is a queſtion with ſome 
whether they ſhould be opened or not, for 
many have obſerved that they frequently 
heal eafily' when allowed to (burſt, by 
which. the pain and terror. of the opera- 
tion is avoided, The reſult of my obſer- 
vation has been, that when buboes do not 
arrive at a large ſize we ſhould proceed 
with the uſe of mercury till they. burſt of 


themſelves, unleſs the teguments are un- 


commonly thick; but when the ſubſtance 
of the gland i is entirely bee. as the 
matter, 


_— WOO 
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matter, if th ickly covered, would not rea- 
dily find a vent for itſelf, and as it might 


in the mean time inſinuate among the ſur- 


rounding parts, in order to prevent the 


inconveniences which this would induce, 5 


we ought certainly to make an opening F 
into it, whatever the ſize of it is; and in 
all caſes of large buboes we ſhould not he- 
ſitate in adviſing them to be opened. 
Our object in opening buboes ſhould 
be nearly the ſame as in other collections 
of matter. Such an opening ſhould be 
made as will afford a free vent to the 
matter, but there is no cauſe for making it 
larger. In large buboes, indeed, the te- 
guments are apt to be ſo flabby and looſe, 
and the texture of the ſkin ſo much de- 
ſtroyed, that the cure would always be te- 
dious was, the ſkin allowed to remain. In 


ſuch caſes I ſometimes diſcharge the mat- 


ter with-cauſtic, applied in ſuch a manner 
as to deſtroy any part of the teguments 


that appear to be ſuperabundant. This, 


however, is ſeldom neceſſary; and for the 


moſt nee 1 have fand that an opening 
made 
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made from the centre of the tumour, whore 
the matter commonly points, down to the 
_ moſt depending part of it, is perfectly ſuf. 
ficient, Even a ſmaller opening than this 

would often anſwer ; but it is better to 
make it ſufficient at once, than to be oh- 
liged to repeat a very painful operation 
perhaps once and again, as is often neceſ- 
ſary where buboes of a large ſize are open- 
ed with ſmall incifions. I need ſcarcely 
-obſerve that the opening ſhould in every 
inſtance be continued down to the moſt 
depending point of the collection. From 
want of ſufficient attention to this we meet 
with daily inſtances of the matter being 
allowed to collect, and in this manner to, 
find acceſs to the contiguous parts, by 
which a great deal of diſtreſs is induced, 
which, with due care at firſt Fe eaſily 
in every caſe be prevented. 

This I may obſerve is a point of the 
firſt importance in the treatment of bu- 
boes, but it does not often meet with that 
| attention which it merits. Patients under 


mercury being for the moſt part highly 
irritable, 
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irritable, they ſeldem ſubmit eſilee to 
have buboes properly opened; ſo that al- 


though the lancet may be entered at the 
moſt prominent part of the tumour, which 
it ought always-to be, the practitioner, if 
not firm and reſolute, is often prevented 


from carrying it to the moſt depending 


part of it, by which ſome ſpace is left for 


the lodgement of matter; and however 
ſmall this at firſt may be, it ſeldom fails 
of becoming more extenſive. This again 
gives riſe to a great extent of ulcer, or to 
the formation of ſinuſes, which very con- 


ſtantly prove the ſource of much pain to 


the patient, and of diſtreſs and embarraſſ- 
ment to'the ſurgeon. e 00 lt 
When ſinuſes in this fituation are fubar: 
Kirk and run little deeper than the ſkin, 
they are eaſily managed. No riſk is in- 


curred in laying them open, by which, if; 


the conſtitution is healthy, a cure will be 
obtained on a ſufficient quantity of mer- 
cury being given ; but they ſometimes 


run deep, and paſs fo near to the large 


blood-yeſſels of theſe parts, that no at- 
tempt 


the matter. from lodging. In ſome in- 
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tempt of this 1 can be made. : In ſuch 
circumftances all that art can in general 
do, is to preſerve the external opening of 
the finuſes ſufficiently large, and by re- 
gular and equal preſſure at the different 
dreſſings, to prevent as much as poſſible 


ſtances I have derived advantage from in- 
ſerting a piece of cauſtic, from time to 
time, to the bottom of a deep finus, and 
applying it gently over the whole interna] 
ſurface of the ſore. In others, the inſer- 
tion of a ſmall portion of ointment, im- 
pregnated with red precipitate, or with 
verdigris, has proved uſeful. By remo- 
ving the ſloughs with which the ſurface 
of theſe finules are commonly covered, 

they thus excite a diſpoſition over the 
whole to granulate and unite. 

When buboes come forward to full ma- 
turation without much injury being done 
to the ſkin, I have, in different inſtances, 
diſcharged the matter by the introduction 
of a ſmall cord or ſeton, and the practice 


ſucceeded. This requires, however, 
the 
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the continnilts: to be Briner tha they com- 

monly are when a bubo 1s | ready | to _ 

opened. e 8 5 
It is anjvbeſally adimicicd that it is "of „ 

much importance to prevent the acceſs of 

air to deep ſeated ſores; and as we ſome- 

times obſerve that buboes ooze out the 

matter which- they contain by a number 

of ſmall openings, and as theſe openings 

commonly heal eaſily, I conclude that 

they do fo from their being ſo ſmall as to 

exclude the air entirely. In different in- 

ſtances J have attempted to imitate na- 

ture, by making a number of ſmall punc- 

tures with the point of a lancet over , 

the whole extent of the bubo, and for the  __ 

moft part with facceſs. The matter in | 

this manner comes ſlowly off; the fides 

of the abfceſs contract gradually; and 

when completely emptied, we find the 

whole parts that have been ſwelled be- 

come ſufficiently firm, without ſores or 

ſinuſes in any part of them. UN: 
When a ſufficient quantity of mercury 

_ been taken, if the conſtitution in other 

1 


reſpects is . ſound, the ſore in moſt inſtan- 
ces heals eaſily, merely by. dreſſing with 
common cerate, and by that attention to 
cleanlineſs ſo neceſlary i in the treatment 
of ſores of every deſcription. It often 
happens, however, that the cure of theſe 
ſores proves tedious, notwithſtanding all 
the attention that we can give to them. 
Their edges become hard, livid, and of- 
ten retorted; the matter thin, ſharp and 
fœtid; and inſtead of healing, the ulce- 
ration graduall y extends, or, if it heals in 
ſome parts it breaks out in others, giving 
a honey- comb appearance to all the parts 
that lie contiguous. In ſome the tenden- 
cy to this depaſcent kind of ſore is ſo 
great, that it ſoon ſpreads over all the un- 
der part of the abdomen, and upper parts 
the thigh; in ſome caſes, by the matter 
being ſo acrid as to corrode and deſtroy 
all the contiguous parts with which it 
comes in contact, and in others by ſpread- 
ing beneath the ſkin, and burſting out, 
from time to time, in a variety of ſmall 
ulcers. | bees ts No 
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The ſituation of patients with ſores of 
this deſcription is often very deplorable. 
The pain with which they are attended is 


commonly ſevere; the aerid matter which 


they afford being abſorbed, hectic fever is 
thereby induced; the patients become hot 
and reſtleſs through the night; and almoſt 


a total want of n renders them ſoon 
much emaciated. d 


In ſuch — cicuta bas me 
times proved uſeful; and in different in- 
ſtances the ſores batons been healed by it, 
when no advantage was derived from any 
kind of ointment. In theſe caſes it was 
applied in the form of poultices, common 
ly by mixing the juice of the freſh herb 
with emollient- cataplaſins. I have alſo 


| obſerved that the recent expreſſed juice. 


has, for internal uſe, proved more effectu- 
al than any other form of it. I have em- 
ployed hyoſcyamus and belladona fully, 
but ſeldom with any material advantage. 
Neither have I in theſe caſes obſerved any 

obvious benefit from ſarſaparilla ; but, in 
Ufferent inſtances, mezereon, guaiacum, 
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and ſurſaparilla combined have pivoted 
uſeful, when exhibited in the manner! 

have already mentioned. 
The moſt effectual n however, 
which I have employed, is the application 
of cauſtic round all the edges and harden- 
ed parts of the ſores, conjoined with the 
internal uſe of opium. For a confiderable 
time I truſted entirely to dreſſings of the 
emollient kind, being afraid of irritating 
parts already highly ſenſible. In ſome 
caſes a ſaturnine ointment has proved ſuc- 
_ ceſsful, and in others the common cala- 
mine cerate has anſwered ; but in moſt in- 
ſtances, on thoſe days in which cauſtic is 
not applied, I have derived more advan- 
tage from ointments prepared with a con. 
ſiderable proportion of calomel, red pre- 
cipitate, or verdigris *, In ſome caſes it 
is neceſſary to ſprinkle theſe articles over 
the ſores in the form of powder, but for 
the moſt part they are ſufficiently power- 
ful when mixed with ointments. mol 
85 0 


* Vide Appendix, Nos. 26, 27, 28, - 
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as thoſe not accuſtomed 
0 ute t | 47 apt to 
monly remove it; and t 
to alter the diſchar e 
ſanies, to a well digeſte 


. 


The application of lunar cauſtic indeed 
N excites pain at firſt, but this ſoon 
ſubſides, ef; cially when the internal ex- 
hibition of opium is adviſed along with it. 
Indeed opium, in ſores of this deſcription, 
proves often uſeful of itſelf, not by acting, 

as ſome have imagined, as an antiſyphi- 
litic remedy, but by removing, as I have 
already had occaſion to obſerve, that pain 
and irritation with which fores diſcharg- 
ing acrid matter are uſually accompanied. 
By removing this ſtate;of irritability it in 

TY ſome meaſure deftroys the diſpoſition in 

ic WI: the veſſels of the fore to form that kind 

er of matter, which, by its own acrimony, 


or ſerves to perpetuate the ulceration ; and 


er- this being accompliſhed, when no other 
ead Wl interruption takes place, nature alone ſel- 


4 


* 


0 dom fails to complete the cure. 
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In ſome inſtances I have known ſores in 
this fituation, which reſiſted every other 
remedy, ſoon healed by being fumigated 
from time to time with cinnabar : In 
others, warm ſalt- water bathing, and af. 
terwards the ordinary form of fea-bathing 
has proved uſeful ; while ; in ſome, a cure 
has not been obtained but with an entire 
change of regimen. Where the paticnt 
has previouſly lived upon milk and vege- 
tables, a moderate allowance of wine and 
animal food has proved ſerviceable, while 
thoſe who have been previouſly accuſtom- 
ed to full living, have derived much ad- 
vantage from a diet conſiſting altogether 
of vegetables and milk. In all ſuch caſes 
country air proves highly uſeful. 

Where mercurial fumigations are em- 
ployed for the cure of theſe ſores, they 
ſhould be conveyed to the parts affected 
by a metallic, tube, and kept applied to 
them for the ſpace of twenty-five minutes 
or half an hour at once, and this {ſhould 
be repeated daily for {ix or eight days in 
ſucceſſion. | 
„„ 


% x; ö I 7 : 
e 5 8 
8 Ke N . 
e e ROE. 5 * 8 JFF 


af MY CY 


FeReYva. . 371 


Por a conſiderable time paſt T have been 
making trial of muriated bar tes, a reme- 


* 


dy lately brought into notice by the in- 


genious Dr Crawford of London *. Theſe 
| trials have been chiefly confined: to ſores 
i and tumours produced by ſcrophula, but I 
a have alſo made uſe of it in the ſpreading 
: ulcer that ſometimes ſucceeds to buboes 
: after the ſyphilitic virus has been eradi- 
i cated, and in various inſtances I think 
lo with advantage. V7 Ef 4 200 1 15 
n. Beſides this ſtate of bubo, there is ano- 
a. ther which in ſome inſtances proves very 
OD diſtreſsful, in which the tumour, after ar- 
fin riving at a conſiderable bulk, remains 

nearly ſtationary, and ſhews no tendency 
m. either to ſuppurate or diſſolve, notwith- 
? ſtanding of all the remedies that we em- 

ploy. e > 22, 1: 1266] nes 
I to For the moſt part this indolent ſtate of 
utes i bubo depends upon the patient being of a 
* ſerophulous conſtitution; but whatever 
s in may be the cauſe, our firſt object ſhould 
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* Vide Appendix, No, 32. 
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RW be to employ mercury in ſuch quantity as 
may be neceſlary for rendering the ſyſtem 
ee entirely ſafe. - | | 
Unction for this purpoſe is the beſt form 
of mercury; by making it paſs through 
A the diſeaſed parts the tumour is more rea- 
5 dily diſcuſſed than in giving it by the 
mouth. Even this, however, will in ſome 
= inſtances be continued with little or no 
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8 advantage for a great length of time. In 
1 . ſuch eircumſtances I have in various caſes 
= adviſed bliſters to be repeatedly applied 
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4 over the tumours. They never do harm, 
and in ſome caſes they have evidently 
proved uſeful. In others electricity has 
1 proved ſerviceable, but it muſt be conti- 
3 nued for ſeveral weeks before we can 
3 judge of its influence; and it ought to be 
| =, applied longer at each period than is uſu- 
ally done. In various caſes of indolent 
5 tumours where electricity proved ſucceſs- 
=_ | ful, and ſome of theſe were of the kind that 
AM we are now conſidering, no advantage was 
== derived from the common way of apply- 
ing it. In all of them it was applied for the 
pace 
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ſpace of half an hour at once; this was 
repeated three times a-day, and at each 
application ſparks were not only taken 
from the ſurface of the tumours, but gentle 
ſhocks were paſſed through them. For 
the firſt two or three weeks ſcarcely any 
alteration was perceived in any of them, 
but they all decreaſed ſuddenly at laſt. 
One of them of conſiderable fize, which 
had been of - eight months duration, and 
in ſome parts of which matter ſeemed to 
have formed, was reduced to the fourth 
part of its bulk in the courſe of a few days 
from the period at which it began to di- 
miniſh. In this ſtate of theſe tumours a 
long continued uſe of cicuta proves ſome- 
times ſerviceable; and I have ſeen evi- . 
dent advantages from ſea-bathing, and 

from drinking as much ſalt water daily as 

the patient can bear without being much 


* 


Before entering upon the uſe of cold 
bathing J have in ſome caſes adviſed warm 
alt- water to be poured npon the tumour, 
morning and evening, for the ſpace of 
a two 
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vo or three weeks, and for the moſt part 


it has appeared to prove uſeful. 

In courſe of time buboes in this ſtate 
| ſometimes become ſoft, and ſhow a ten- 
dency to ſuppurate, although they may 
| not have done ſo before. It is here that 
I have obſerved warm gum plaſters prove 
moſt uſeful. By ſtimulating the veſſels 
of the diſeaſed parts, they ſcem to excite 
that kind of effuſion which readily pro- 

ceeds to a ſtate of purulency. 100 
But the moſt alarming circumſtance to 
patients with tumours in this indolent 
ſtate, is, a ſuſpicion which they are apt to 
entertain that they may ſome. time or 
other end in cancer. This is, however, 
ſo rare an occurrence, that it ſhould ſcarce- 
ly give any cauſe of alarm. The phaga- 
enic ſores which occaſionally ſucceed to 
buboes, and of which we have already 
taken notice, ſometimes put on a cancer- 
Ss ous appearance, but the real ſchirrus 
=—_ which terminates in cancer is rarely if 
1 ever the conſequence of a venereal bubo. 
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In different inſtances I have been con- 
| ſulted 
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olent tumours in t 


" 1 


ſulte d for in eſe parts 
on ſuſpicion of their being cancerous, but 
I conclude that they are ſeldom or never 
of this nature, from all of them having 
als well where the patients have been 
perſuaded not ro meddle with them. They 
often indeed remain conſiderably enlar- 
ged for a great length of time ;. but when 
they do not ulcerate no danger is to be 


dreaded. Wherever parts in this ſituation 


wever, become cancerous, they ought 
to be extirpated while they remain in a 
17171. ĩͤ TO 


* 


movea 


Of the Cure of Venereal Ulcers. 
In the two preceding ſections I have 


x 


treated of the cure of chancres, and of 
thoſe ulcers which ſucceed to;buboes, both 
of which, but particularly the firft, may 


be conſidered as primary ſymptoms of the 
Ee B b4 5 diſeaſe, 
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© diſeaſe, as they may take place without 
1 the ſyſtem being in an degree injured. 

IS At preſent we have to conſider the treat. 
E ment of thoſe ulcers which originate from 
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7 the ſyphilitic virus having -entered the 


19 conſtitution, and of which a deſcription 
"SS has been given in the ſecond ſection of 
- this chapter, page 9 7 : 
„An che management of theſe ulcers our 
chief dependence is upon a well directed 
courſe of mercury; and I believe that in 
general it is the beſt practice to truſt in 
5 the firſt inſtance to mercury alone, and 
not to haſten the healing of the ſores by 
any other means than the application of 
mild dreſſings and due attention to clean- 
lineſs. Under this treatment, by the virus 
being thus totally deſtroyed we reſt aſſur- 
1 ed that the cure is accompliſhed, a point 
which muſt neceſſarily remain in doubt 
5 where cauſtic remedies have been em- 
5 ployed, rg 
Some exceptions, however, occur to 
. this, and I conſider it as of much impor- þ1 
1 ange in practice that they be kept in 
a 7 | N . view. 
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view. Venereal ſores may be ſo ſituated 
and in ſuch a ſtate that their farther pro- — 


gr eſs may be attended with the loſs of 5 A 


parts materially neceſſary for life, or for _ 
the future comfort of the patient; as is 1 
the caſe with ulcers that have already pe- WW 
netrated deep in the throat, mouth, noſe,  _* 


lips, or face. In all theſe ſituations, pa 


Wl ticularly in the throat, noſe, and lips, they 2 
uſually proceed with more rapidity than MR 
in other parts of the body, ſo that by truſt- _ 


ing to the internal uſe of mercury alone , 


1 ſuch a deſtruction of parts often takes place 


as proves afterwards. highly diſtreſsful. _ 
On this account the cure ſhould - be as 


„ much as poſſible haſtened by the uſe of the 8 
15 moſt effectual dreſſings with which we are 3 


* 
Nt 
1 


acquainted, and no harm can enſue from 


2 x g | ; . 


this being conjoined with whatever quan- 


i 


tity of mercury may be required. F _ 


© 


n- In all ſores truly venereal, wherever | 
they may be ſituated, the parts are moſt — 

to peedily brought to a healing condition 

r- by a free application of cauſtic, but the 8 

in SES - og 7 rd, practice 
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UE ts <tr . 
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1 


- 


Lap ws dom, I believe, been con. 
as: applicable to ulcers in the 


* 


mouth, | hroat, or internal 

noſe. 

have been in the practice of uſing cauſtic 
as well as ot 

gary ulcers with the greateſt freedom. No 


as ever enſued from it; and in 
various inſtances it has tended to fave the 


uvula and other parts of the throat, which 


otherwiſe were in great danger of being 
deſtroyed. Cauſtic fixed in a tube ſix or 


ſeven inches in length may be eafily con- 


. > 


veyed to any part of the mouth or throat, 


and the tube anſwers the purpoſe whether 
it be curved or ſtraight. Cauſtic .excites 
leſs pain in theſe parts than it uſually does 
in other parts of the body, and it -ſeldom 


* 


fails to remove the irritation which ac- 


companies tHeſe ulcers, and in this man- 
ner to diſpo & them to heal. One appli— 
cation ſeldom proves ſufficient. Till the 


* „ 


mercury has completely entered the ſyſ⸗ 
tem, it requires to be repeated once and 


* 


again, perhaps every ſecond or third day, 
” and 


. 
Nn 
n 


1 a 3 
mate, or with 


honey with wer ury, which in all ſores 1 
of this deſcription is a very uſeful appli- 1 


Wer? 
\ 


cation . 1 7 Bb Te . 
In the deſcriptio I have given 


of the venereal 


re throat, page 60. of this 


volume, I have endeavoured to point out =” 


marks of diſtinction between it and affec- = 
ons of the throat, the conſequences of o- 5 1 


ther cauſes, and particularly thoſe by which Eo 


it may be diſtinguiſhed from ulcerations of _ 
a the mouth and throat which mercury is | 9 
Web to induce. Among other means of dif = 


tinction may be mentioned the different "= 


- 5 


2 


5 effects produced upon theſe ulcers by ca- 
4 ic. In the true venereal ulcer, after the =_— 
7 rſt irritation-which it excites is over, a i : 3 
. esood deal of relief is obtained from it, and 


earance; whereas, in ſores induced by "8 
mercury, 105 | "I 


e le parts ſoon aſſume a clean Neal eie 


Þ 5s 


be 


# 


* Vide Appendix, N o. 5. 
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mercury, the application of cauſtic not 
only gives very intenſe pain at firſt, but 
the pain continues for a conſiderable time, 
while the ſores retain nearly the ſame ap- 
pearances, however enn the remedy 
may he repeated. 

Ulcers in the noſe and outer parts of 
the lips, beſides being touched with cau— 
tic, may be dreſſed with ointments im- 
pregnated with calomel, red precipitate, 
and even with verdigris ; but theſe reme- 
dies are inadmiſſible to the throat and in- 
fide of the mouth from the danger that 
would enſue from their paſſing into the 
ſtomach. 

Even in venereal ulcers of other parts 
of the body, we are often obliged at laſt to 
employ remedies of this claſs. For the 
moſt part they become clean ſoon after 
mercury is taken in ſufficient quantity for 
rendering the mouth ſore, and they fre- 
quently heal, merely by continuing the 
courſe of mercury for a ſufficient length 
of time. But this does not always hap- 


pen; for although the fores may become 
clean 
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clean, and even contract, they are very 
apt to become ſtationary at laſt, and do 
not ſhow any diſpofition to heal, how- 
ever long the mercury may be continu- 
ed. When we perceive this to be the 
caſe, the mild dreſſings employed at firſt 
ſhould be laid aſide. The parts ſhould 


be completely touched with lunar cauſtic 


every ſecond or third day, and at other 
times dreſſed with calomel, or red precipi- 
tate ointment. In ſome caſes we ſucceed 
by bathing with a weak {ſolution of cor- 
roſive ſublimate, or of verdigris ; but the 
ointments for the moſt part prove more 
effetual. | 

By thus connecting a regular attention 
to the external management of the fores, 
with a due perſeverance in the uſe of mer- 
cury, we very commonly prove ſucceſsful . 
at laſt ; but even this does not always an- 
wer. In ſome inſtances, the ulcers in- 
ſtead of becoming clean and putting on 
a healing appearance, remain foul and 


equally extenſive as at firſt, — 


In 
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ſucceed by changing the preparation of 
mercury, and in others by making ſome 


ſecond or third variation of the remedies, 
ciently powerful, and the mouth kept for 


the mercury, we may in that caſe be aſ- 


_ equally certain that the contrary often 


In ſuch circumſtances we ſometime; 


variety in the dreflings applied to the 
ſores. We ſhould not, therefore, reſt ſa- 
tisfied with one mode of treatment, but 
where no advantage ts obtained from the 


particularly if the cauſtic has been ſuffi- 
a due length of time completely ſore with 


ſured either that ſome other diſeaſe pre- 
vails in the ſyſtem, or that the ſores are 
rendered obſtinate by diſeaſe in the con- 
tiguous bones. 
Scrophula and ſcurvy are the diſeaſes 
by which, when they prevail at the ſame 
time, the cure of venereal ſores is moſt apt 
to be obſtructed. Venereal ulcers will no 
doubt heal in ſcrophulous conſtitutions. 
Of this we have daily inſtances ; but it is 


happens, and -with ſuch certainty does 
ſcurvy obſtruct the operation of mercury, 
1 that 
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that a cure can ſcarcely be obtained as I 
have already obſerved, of any of the more 
inveterate ſymptoms of ſyphilis while the 
ſcorbutic diatheſis exiſts in any conſider- 
able degree. Where either of theſe diſ- 
eaſes is therefore found to be the cauſe of 
our failure, thoſe remedies muſt be em- 
ployed which prove moſt ſucceſsful in re- 
moving them ; but having already in dit- 
ferent parts of this work had occaſion to 
ſpeak particularly upon this it will not 
here be neceſſary to conſider it farther. 
The local affection that proves the moſt 
frequent impediment to the cure of theſe 
ſores, is a diſeaſed ſtate of the bones above 
which they are ſeated, or of the mem- 
branes covering theſe bones. In either 
of theſe caſes, although the virus of the 
diſeaſe may be eradicated by a courſe of 
mercury, {till the ſores will continue foul, 
nor will they ſhow any tendency to heal, 
however long the mercury may be conti- 
med. Ulcers of this deſcription being 
irequently connected with this diſeaſed 
tate of the Pants beneath, are often the 
cauſe 
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cauſe of more mercury being employed 
than would otherwiſe be judged neceſſary, 
for we are too apt to ſuppoſe that all ſuch 
ſores as were at firſt produced by Lues 
Venerea are to be cured by mercury alone, 
whether the ſores at the time are truly 
of the venereal nature or not; an error 
that has been the cauſe of much mercury 
being very unneceſſarily given. 
Whether the bone, or only the perioſ- 
teum be at firſt affected, our practice 
muſt be nearly the ſame; for in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, where the perioſteum 1s to 
much diſeaſed as to reſiſt the effects of 
a full courſe of mercury, there muſt ulti- 
mately be a partial exfoliation of the bone 
beneath, before a permanent cure will | 
take place. The ſoft unhealthy granula- 
tions with which ſores 1n this ſtate are apt 
to be covered muſt be deſtroyed with eſ- 
charotics, and the exfoliation of the bone 
promoted by all ſuch means as uſually 
prove moſt effectual for that purpoſe, and 
for which books on ſurgery may be con- 
ſulted. I may here ſhortly obſerve, that 


the 
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the beſt abr; I have 2 for 
the deſtruction of theſe fungous excreſcen- 
ces which ſprout upon the ſurface of diſ- 
eaſed bones, is a combination of red pre- 
cipitate and calcined allum, which proves 
much more powerful than either of theſe 
articles when uſed ſeparately, and more 
effetual even than cauſtic in the uſual 
way of applying it *. 
On the diſeaſed parts of the bone being 
removed a cure will ſoon take place if a 
ſufficient quantity of mercury has been 
given; otherwiſe the ſore will aſſume the 
uſual appearances of a venereal ulcer, and 
will not heal till another courſe of mer- 
cury is adviſed. _ 

With reſpec to the quantity of mercury 
to be given for the cure of venereal ulcers, 
this muſt at all times be regulated by the 
effects which reſult from it, and theſe again 
will in a great meaſure depend upon the 
duration of the ſymptoms. When the diſ- 
cale has been of ſhort continuance, and 
vort. IE Cc the 


*A preſcription i is given for this article No. 44+ Ap- 
pendix to Vol. I. | 
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Has either been long infected, or where we 
have judged it neceſſary to heal the ſores 


eſcharotics. Thus, in an ulcer in the 


order to render his conſtitution ſafe, if 


be perfiſted in for a month thereafter, or 
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the ſores heal eaſily without the aſſiſtance 


of external applications, the mercury, if 


given in full quantity, need never be con- 
tinued above three weeks after they are 
cicatriſed ; but we ſhould proceed with it 
for the ſpace of a month where the ſyſtem 


quickly by the application of cauſtic or 


throat, which we might ſuppoſe would 
require the patient to be under mercury for 
the ſpace of a fortnight, merely in order 
to cicatriſe it, and for another fortnight, 
that is, for the ſpace of a month in all, in 


by the application of cauſtic the ulcer ſhall 
be cicatriſed'in a week, the mercury ſhould 


for five weeks in all. 
| By {ome it has been doubted whether 
it is neceſſary to perſevere in the uſe 0 
mercury after the ſymptoms for which it 
18 given are removed; but theſe doubts 
have only been ſuggeſted by thoſe, who 


from want of ſufficient experience are no 
capabl 


Secd. V. - of Lnes Penerea. 387 


capable of judging, or by others who in 
the ſupport of a theory which they have 
adopted, allow their judgments to be fo 
far perverted that they loſe fight of every 
fat and argument that militates againſt it. 
There is nothing more certain than that 
venereal ulcers, as well as every other 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe, may be complete- 
ly removed by mercury, and yet that the 
diſeaſe will return in the ſame or ſome 
other form, if we do not perſiſt in the uſe 
of mercury for ſome time-thereafter ; that 
is, the diſeaſe itſelf may be cured while 
the diſpoſition remains. All the ſymp- 
toms may be carried off entirely, and yet 
the virus ſubſiſt in ſuch force that they 
vill at ſome future period break out again. 
The length of time to which the uſe of 
mercury ſhould be protracted for removing 
mis diſpoſition, it is not always eaſy to aſ- 
certain, In this, and ſome of the preceding 
ſections, I have mentioned the reſult of 
my own experience upon this point, but 
is can only be done in general terms, 
and the quantity of mercury to be given 
on C2 in 
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any particular cafe muſt in a great mea. 


ſure be regulated by the judgment of the 


practitioner in attendance. | 
I can however with certainty ſay, that 


in the courſe of daily and extenſive obſer- 


vation in practice of this kind, I have met 
with no inſtances in which the diſeaſe has 


recurred on the full quantities of mer- 
cury being given, which in the various ſec- 
tions of this work, I have ventured to ad- 
viſe. In ſome caſes perhaps, our purpoſe 
might be accompliſhed with leſs, but in a 
point of ſuch importance, it muſt be con. 


ſidered as the beſt practice, rather to ex 


ceed the exact quantity in all caſes, than 
to incur the occaſional recurrence of ſuch 
a diftreſsful diſeaſe, to which we would 
certainly expoſe our patients, ſhould mer: 
cury be given in a more limited manner. 

Towards the cloſe of a mercurial courſe 


employed for the cure of venereal ulcers 


of long duration, decoctions of ſarſaparill 
mezereon, and guaiacum are ſometime 
given with advantage. The latter I hai 


already mentioned as the moſt effectual of 
theſe 
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theſe, but in ſome inſtances a combination 

of the whole has appeared to prove more 
powerful than any one of them uſed ſepa- 
ately. Many allege that no advantage 
is derived from any of them ; but although 
[ was once of this opinion, I am now per- 
fectly convinced that ulcers of this de- 
ſcription frequently heal more eaſily when 
a mercurial courſe is conjoined with a de- 
coction, ſuch as I have mentioned, than 
when mercury is given entirely by itſelf, 


\ iy 


In theſe ulcers, when much irritation 


on. 
ex- Wil prevails, opium proves particularly uſeful. 
han In various inſtances, indeed, I have found 


that all other remedies are of no avail till 
this irritability of the parts is removed. 
In ſome caſes this may be done with hy- 
oſcyamus. Six, ſeven, or eight grains of 
the extract, may be given at bed-time, 


1ccr BY and three or four in the morning, and at 
rilla mid-day. It commonly acts as an ano- 
£11068 dyne, and I conclude that cicuta, when 
hart it proves uſeful here, acts alſo in this man- 
al ner; but when the irritation is conſider- 


Ce able, 
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1 able, opium is the only remedy upon which 
Ve can depend. It ought therefore in all 


ſubſide on the mercury taking full eſſeq, 
and which it commonly does when they 


_ unleſs the eruptions become hot and un 


caſes to be given when the pain does not 


are altogether venereal, 


984. 
Of the Cure of Venereal Blotebes. 


A DESCRIPTION of this ſymptom is 
given in Section II. of this Chapter, p. 84. 

Mercury is almoſt the only remedy that 
we employ for the cure of venereal blot- 
ches, and when the courſe is well con- 
ducted it ſeldom fails. We never find it 
neceſſary to adviſe external applications 


eaſy, in which caſe relief is ſometimes 
obtained from duſting the parts with 
flour or with ſtarch powder, as is done | 
caſes of eryſipelas, or bathing them fro 


time to time with a weak ſolution of ſugar 
of lead. | 
| When 
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Where the uſual method of exhibiting 
mercury has failed in the cure of theſe 
eruptions, corroſive ſublimate has appear- 
ed to prove uſeful; but as the medicine 
in this form cannot be given in large quan- 
tities, it requires to be continued for a 
great length of time. It ſhould be regu- 
larly given for at leaſt ſix weeks after the 
plot ches have diſappeared ; and it ſeems to 
operate with moſt certainty when con- 
joined with the decoction which I have 
"uſt had occaſion to mention. The Liſbon 
diet drink is ſaid to have proved particu- 
larly uſeful in the cure of this ſymptom *. 
Antimonials, from their well known pro- 
perty of exciting a determination to the 
kin, are frequently combined with mer- 
cury in the cure of venereal blotches. It 
is upon this principle I conceive that ma- 
ny of the quack remedies employed in 
cutaneous affections are formed; and it 
is for the cure of this ſymptom of ſyphilis 
1 04 that 


* Vide Appendix, Vol. I. No. 4. 
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that Plummer s pill bas been ene oe 
quently A 

Crude antimony is a favourite medicine 
with ſome practitioners in the cure of this 
ſymptom, and when' conjoined with mer- 
cury, I think I have obſerved it prove uſe- 
ful. It may be given either in powder or 
pills to the extent of fifteen or twenty 
grains three times a-day*; and beſides 
being given along with the mercury, it 
may be continued with advantage for ſome 
weeks after the mercurial courſe is finiſh. 


I \ 
* 

ed. 

* 
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oft the Cure of Nodes, Swellings of the Peri- 
2 " ofteum, Weg; 


best trriön üf ent ſwellings has 
already been given in Section II. page 109; 
and it is of importance in the method of 
cure to diftinguith them accurately. _ 


* Vide Appendix, Vol. II. No 21, 
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In every affection of the NT Fi and 
bones ariſing from the ſyphilitic virus, 
mercury ſhould be given immediately, for 
it is upon this remedy that we chiefly de- 
pend. Where the bones are much ſwelled, 
that is, where tumours truly oſſeous have 
arrived at any great bulk, mercury alone 
will not prove ſufficient; for although it 
may deſtroy the conſtitutional infection 
theſe tumours will ſtill remain; but when 
given immediately upon their firſt appear- 
ance, it will prevent their farther increaſe; 
and as they are always ſmall at firſt, al- 
though they may never diſappear entirely, 
no inconvenience will be experienced from 
their remaining in this ſtate even — | 
the life of the patient. 1125 
The method of throwing mercury into 
the ſyſtem by unction is the beſt adapted 
for this ſymptom, as it perhaps alſo is with 
a very few exceptions, for the cure of every 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe 3 but it does not 
appear that any advantage is derived from 
rubbing the ointment upon the tumours. 
On the contrary, by tending to irritate 
| 3 and 
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it is perhaps for this reaſon that more 
mercury is in general required for the cure 


of the local affection long after the virus 
for which purpoſe alone it was preſcribed. 


due continuation of mercury can alone 
render ſafe, the pain excited by the tu- 


ed immediately on the pain taking place 


3s apt to be ſevere, while it is not allayed 


and fret the ſkin, it renders them more 
painful, ſo that it anſwers bern to apply 
it to other parts. | 

As the bones. foldom: ar affected 
till tha diſeaſe has been of long duration, 


of this ſymptom than for any other in the 
venereal diſeaſe. I believe, however, that 
we are often deceived in this, and that 
we continue to give mercury for the cure 


by which it was produced is removed, and 
Next to the ſtate of the ſyſtem, which a 
mour is the ſymptom chiefly requiring 
our attention. When mercury is employ- 
it commonly fubſides ſoon; but if the tu- 


mour has previouſly arrived at any con- 
fiderable bulk, the pain which it excites 


bs og op > a 


or even leſſened by all the mercury we 
Can 
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can employ. - Where the ſkin has become 
inflamed and painful, ſome relief will be 
obtained from ſaturnine applications; but 
as the pain depends chiefly on the ſtretch- 
ing of the, perioſteum by the tumour. of 
the bone, nothing will remove it entirely 
but the diviſion, of | this. membrane. No 
practitioner would lay a bone bare for K 
moderate degree of pain, whatever the 
cauſe of it might be; but whenever the 
pain produced by nodes becomes diſtreſs- 
ful, and is not allayed by a courſe of mer- 
cury, as L know of no other remedy. that 
will give relief, I conclude that we are 
fully juſtified in adviſing the perioſteum 
to be divided alons. the whole courſe of 
the tumour. n 
Where the bone i is not much - none) 
in bulk, and not otherwiſe diſeaſed, if 
mercury has been given in ſufficient quan- 
tity for the deſtruction of the virus, a cure 
may be obtained without any exfoliation 
of bone. With this view the mildeſt 
dreſſings only ſhould be employed, at the 
lame time that the ſore ſhould be as much 
| i os 
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as pablo protected from acceſs to air, 


But when the tumour of the bone is con- 


ſiderable, and particularly when caries 
has taken place, as it would be vain to ex- 
pect a cure but with the exfoliation of the 
diſeaſed parts, ſo the moſt powerful means 
ſhould be employed for effecting it. All 
the ſoft parts covering the diſeaſed bone 


ſhould be removed with eſcharotics. 
Small holes ſhould be drilled through the 
carious part of the bone, and the fore 


dreſſed with precipitate or verdigris oint- 


ments, of ſuch degrees of ſtrength as to 
act gently as ſtimulants upon the conti- 
guous parts. By due perſeverance i in this 
mode of treatment, and taking care at the 


ſame time to ſupport the ſtrength of the 
patient with nouriſhing diet, the diſeaſed 


parts of the- bone will at laſt exfoliate, 

when, the healing of the ſore not being 
impeded, a cure will ſoon be obtained with 

common treatment. - 


The next variety of tumour taken no- 


tice of in the deſcription which I have 
| given of nodes, proceeds, as we have had | 


occaſion 
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occaſion to o ſee; from the effuſion of a thin 
fluid between the perioſteum and ſurface 


of the bone. This alſo is apt to, be ac- 
companied with ſevere pain; but as the 


pain is induced by the diſtenſion of the 
perioſteum, in conſequence of a fluid be- 


ing collected beneath, and as this fluid is 
frequently abſorbed on the mercury ta- 
king effect, we ſeldom find i it neceſſary to 
lay this variety of tumour open. Abſorp- 


tion of the matter is ſometimes promoted 


by the application of a bliſter to the part, 
or by rubbing it occaſionally with ſtimu- 
lants, ſuch as volatile liniment or tincture 


of cantharides. But when the ſwelling 


has been of long duration; as the ſurface 


of the bone is in this caſe commonly in- 


jured; as the abſorption of the matter 


does not take place ſo readily; and as the 


tumour at the end of the mercurial courſe 
is commonly larger than before, an in- 
cifion the whole length of the tumour 
ſhould be made through the perioſteum, 
and the wound dreſſed in the manner that 


| have adviſed. I think it right, how- 
ever, 


ever, to obſerve, that the opening of cheſe 
tumours is ſeldom neceſſary; and that it 
would in no inſtance perhaps be ſo, if mer- 
cury was given in ſufficient quantity ſoon 
after their formation. Even where the 
quantity of effuſed fluid is conſiderable, 
the ſwelling for the moſt part begins to 
leſſen ſoon after the mercury has fully en. 
tered the ly ſtem; and if the effect of the 
medicine is kepr up for a ſufficient length 
of time, we ſeldom fail to remove it en- 
tirely. 
In thoſe aifuſed Selling upon the 
bones, which I have taken notice of in the 
deſcription as a ſymptom of ſyphilis, and 
which alſo have improperly been termed | 
Nodes, mercury when properly given, ſel- 
dom fails; but it requires to be given in 
quantities as large as the patient can bear, 
and to be continued for a conſiderable 
time, commonly for nine, ten, or even for 
twelve weeks. The pain indeed ſoon ſub- 
ſides upon the mercury taking full effect; 
but when the ſwelling has been of long 


continuance, as often happens before mer- 
cury 
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cury is given, from the dials being at 


firſt apt to be miſtaken for rheumatiſm, in 
order to remove it, the mercury muſt be 
employed for ſeveral weeks after the pain 
has ceaſed. In the treatment of this ſymp- 
tom bliſters prove particularly uſeful, and 


they ſhould be applied along the whole 


courſe of the ſwelling. 
Where the ligaments, tendons, and faſ- 
ciæ of muſcles, become ſwelled, as ſome- 
times happens from the matter of vene- 
real ulcers ſpreading to thoſe parts from 
the ſkin and cellular ſubſtance where they 
originate, we depend entirely upon a courſe 
of Mercury, with proper attention to the 
external treatment of the ulcers in the 
manner I have already pointed out. 
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In Section focons! of this chapter, page 
124, a particular deſeription was given of 
theſe excreſcences. 

A full mercurial courſe is the beſt re. 
medy for this ſymptom ; under which it 
- gradually leſſens, and at laſt Very common- 

1y diſappears altogether; but where we 
are diſappointed 1n this, we muſt uſe the 
ſame applications that prove ſucceſsful in 
warty excreſcences which ſucceed to Go- 
norrhæa .. | 

The diſeaſe being now entirely local, 
no advantage can accrue from mercury 
being longer continued, while we ſeldom 

fail with a proper application of eſcha- 
rotics. 


of 


e W het 
_ * Vide Chapter III. Section XIII. Vol. I. 
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becomes ulcerated, and yields matter, ſa- 


turnine lotions and other aſtringents ſhould 


be employed to heal them; for as the 


matter which they afford appears to be 
venereal, and of which we judge from the 
real venereal bubo being i in women ſome- 
times produced by it, the longer that this 


ſecretion is allowed to continue, the more 


of it will paſs into the ſyſtem, and the 
greater the riſk will therefore be of ſome 
of the glands in its courſe towards the 
heart Pg obſtructed. 


N 
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For the AG. of this ben of 
the teſticle, and of the difference between 
it and other tumours to which the teſtis 
is liable, I muſt refer to ſection ſecond of 
this chapter, 4 


Vo H. % F 


402 O the cure Ch. I. 


One important difference between this 
tumour of the teſticle and that which pro- 
ceeds from Gonorrhœa is, that in the lat. 
cer Mercury very frequently does harm, 
while in this it is the remedy upon which 
we chiefly place dependence. Unleſs the 
ſWelling has been allowed to advance to a 
great ſize, from an opinion which ſome 
have entertained of it being always local, 
and not connected with any conſtitutional 
diſeaſe, mercury ſeldom fails to cure it, 
Were it not to add conſiderably to the ex- 
tent of the preſent work, this, as well as 
many other points, of which I have had 
occaſion to ſpeak, might be illuſtrated and 
proved by a variety of caſes.which have 


fallen under my obſervation, in which the . 
ſwelling of the teſtis to which ! allude, ha 
produced altogether by the ſyphilitic vi- * 
rus in the ſyſtem, and in many inſtances 1 
where Gonorrhœa never exiſted, after re- "ne 
fiſting every other remedy, . has at lafi 


been completely cured by mercury. Be- 
fides other views of no ſmall importance 


in the 0 of the SOT: which this 
| tend 
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tends. to eſtabliſh, it may be looked upon 
as an additional argument for con idering 
the matter of Gonorrhœa and of pox as 
different. The ſwelling of the teftis ari- 
ing from Gonorrhœa gives way to the ef. 
fects of an antiphlogiſtie courſe, and with- 
out doing any injury to the conſtitution, 
while the other in no inſtance has been 
known to do fo, at the ſame. time that it 
yields to mercury, the only remedy upon 
which we have hitherto ventured to truſt 
for the cure of Suk” Gr 1 11 of 
ſyphilis. | a 
Mercury proves Mual in removing 
tumours of this deſcription, even where 
matter has formed in them. 1 have met 
with caſes in which a partial ſuppuration 
lad taken place i in the body of the teſtis 
before mercury was given, and the mat- 
ter has been abſorbed, and the ſwelling 
entirely removed, ſoon after à ſufficient 
pt; of the medicine has been thrown 
In ſome of theſe it appear ed that 
kereany) was aſſiſted by a a decoction of 
zercon given along with it; 5 but for 
: Dd2 _ + 2.  n_ 
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the moſt part it proves abundant ſuc- 
ceſsful of itſelf. | 
Where mercury has been too long de- 
layed, complete ſuppuration commonly en- 
ſues, and the ſore ariſing from the burt. 
ing of the tumour aſſumes always a very 
ugly appearance. Even in this ſituation, | 
however, our chief advantage is derived 
from mercury; nor do we often fail in 
curing the ſore, if due attention is given 
to regular dreflings, and procuring a frec 


diſcharge to the matter. The beſt dreſ. 
fings for this purpoſe are the ſaturnine and 
zinc ointments, when the parts are clean, Wl / 
and the precipitate or verdigris ointments b 
when they are foul or ſloughy. 2 
But where matter 1s obſerved to lodge 
in any part of the ſwelling, nothing can 5 
be of advantage till a free opening is made hy 
for it. This, however, is not always done nt 
ſo completely as it ought to be. The i 
et 
teſtes being organs of much delicacy, we 2 


are apt to be afraid of opening abſceſſes 
that may form in them, in conſequence 


of which the matter is apt to find accels 
A | | into 


wee 


| Set. v. of Lues 2 enerea. 405 


into the bellular kb tänce of the ſcrotum, 
where it ſeldom fails to produce very 
troubleſome ſinuſes. This, however, may 
always be prevented, either by making a 
free inciſion into the moſt depending part 
of the abſceſs, without allowing it to burſt, 
or taking care to enlarge the opening if 
it has previouſſy made way for itſelf. Nor 
ſhould we ever be afraid of doing ſo, for 
the injury which this may do to the te- 
ſticle cannot be equal to what it muſt ſuf- 
in from matter being allowed to lodge in 
In all ſuch circumſtances I never he- 
1 to lay the teſticle freely open, and 
no inconvenience ever enſues from it. 5 
As this tumour of the teſticle never oc- EE. 
curs but in very advanced ſtages of ſyphi- 1 
lis, it requires a very full quantity =_— 2 
mercury to remove it, and at the lame = 
time to eradicate the virus from the —_ | 


h 
7 tem by which it has been produced. 13s 
Tos ought to be continued from ten to twelve 


weeks, and in as great quantities as the | 
patient can bear. 
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When cis: ſores «hich enſue from the | 
burſting or. opening 0 of theſe tumours do 


not heal after ſuch a quantity of mercury 


is given as we judge to be proper for the 


ſafety of the conſtitution, ſome advantage 
is occaſionally derived from a plentiful 
uſe of hemlock, and ſea-bathing ; ; but in 


ſuch circumſtances nothing proves for the 


moſt part ſo uſeful as dreſſing the parts in 
the manner I have mentioned, with ſtimu- 
lat ing ointments, and touching them o- 
caſionally with cauſtic. This we are alſo 


apt to be afraid of from the natural irri- 


tability of theſe parts ; but I have not 
found that there is cauſe for this, On the 
contrary, a free application of cauſtic to 
the ſurface of theſe ſores renders them 
commonly leſs, painful. Where much ir- 
ritation however preyails, and is not re. 
moved or much leſſened by the uſe of 
: cauſtic, opiates ſhould be given 1 IN quanti- 
ties ſufficient to allay it. | 


98. 


of the 7 reatment wie eki, 7 enereul Blind: 
12 neſs, and Deafneſs. 


A aeſeription of theſe ſymptoms | was 
given in Section II. of this chapter, y CE. 
12. and I 3. 

When peel or the falling off of the 
hair takes place in any conſiderable de- 
gree before mercury is employed, par- 
ticularly if the patient is advanced in 
years, it never grows again but in a very 
partial manner; but during youth, and 
when mercury is given in due time, We 
not only prevent it from advancing far- 
ther, but any hair that has been loſt will 
commonly be renewed. There is no other 
remedy-indeed upon which we can de- 
pend but a full courſe of mercury ; for 
although many external applications are 
adviſed for recovering or renewing hair 
D d 4 —̃ n_ 
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: loſt 3 in hs manner, there i is no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that any advantage is ever en | 
from them. 

Where the falling away of the ir is 

connected with a ſcurf over the head, ſome 

benefit indeed is obtained from external 
applications; by removing the eruption 
we tend to prevent any farther loſs of hair, 
and the internal uſe of mercury alone is 
not altogether ſufficient for this. The 
moſt effectual applications for the remo- 
val of this, are, the unguentum citrinum * 
and a weak ſolution of corroſive ſublimate 
in water. The ointment ſhould be well 
rubbed among the roots of the hair every 
night, and the ſolution ſhould be applied 
three or four times daily, in the propor- 
tion of half a grain of the mercury to an 
ounce of water; and for the more effec- 
tual application of both, the head ſhould 
be ſhaved, and the hair not allowed to 
grow till the eruption or ſcurf 1 is entirely 
: remoyed. 


1 1 
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In the treatment of: blindneſs; as a ſymp- | 


tom of Lues Venerea we have ſcarcely 82 


my variety of practice. Mercury is per- 


haps the only remedy from which any. 
advantage is to be expected; nor does it 


prove of any avail if it be not given im- 
mediately, and in as great quantities as the 
patient can bear. Whether the eye is 
therefore affected with gutta ſerena, ca- 


taract, or effuſions upon the cornea, if 


there is reaſon to think that it proceeds 
from Lues Venerea, the patient ſhould be 
immediately put under a full courſe of 
mercury, and his gums kept ſore for the 


ſpace of ten, eleven, or twelve weeks, ac- 


cording to the effects which ariſe from it. 

In gutta ſerena it may be proper before 
mercury is given to premiſe a ſmart pur- 
gative or two, and during the courſe to 
conjoin the repeated application of bliſ- 
ters to the temples and head, with electri- 
city, and errhines for the purpoſe of ex- 
citing a diſcharge by the noſe, although 
the effects of theſe remedien are ſo uncer- 
tain 
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tain that in every intkates Gr eder de. 
pendence muſt reſt upon mercury. * 


_ceed in removing the opacity, our only 
remedy muſt be the ufual operation of 


inſtance. adviſe it. 
ſo far uſeful as to leſſen the opacity of the 


moving it entirely; and Where this has 


electricity. I have never perceived, how- 


ſituation it requires to be long continued 


i 


Where the blindneſs is found to Proceed 
from cataracts, if Mercury does not ſuc- 


depreſſing or extracting the cryſtallines, 
This will not always ſucceed, but where 
the eye is otherwiſe ſound; and only the 
local affection of the lens appearing to be 
the cauſe of blindneſs, we ſhould 1 in every 


MWe ſometimes find that mercury proves 
lens in a conſiderable degree, without re- 


happened I have found in more caſes than 
one that a cure has been accompliſhed by 


ever, that electricity has produced any ad- 
vantage where the opacity was not pre- 
viouſly much diminiſhed, and even in this 


FRY 


in order to anſwer the purpoſe. 
4 
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In plindooſs produced by the humours 


of the eye becoming confuſed or turbid 


where there is reaſon to believe that the 


ſyſtem is affected with Lues Venerea, mer- 
cury ought no doubt to be adviſed ; 
but this cauſe of blindneſs is of a very 
hopeleſs nature, inſomuch that If have ne- 


ver known an inſtance of its being remo- 
ved. Neither do we often ſucceed even 


with mercury, where the matter of ſyphi- 


lis has fixed upon the coats of the eye. 
We may prevent the diſeaſe from advan- 
cing farther, but mercury does not appear 
to be ſufficient for removing any conſider- 


able degree of opacity in the cornea that 
has already taken place. Nor does this 
cauſe of blindneſs admit of remedy by 


means of a ſurgical operation; for it is 


not upon the ſurface, but in the very 

ſubſtance of the cornea that it is ſeated. 
When abſceſles form i in the coats of the 
eye, we have it in our power by diſchar- 
ging the matter which they contain to re- 
1 move 
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they produce, as well as the pain with 


none prove more obſtinate, nor are le 


throat, is ſometimes relieved or even re- 
moved by mercury; but no advantage is 


membrane or bones of the ear. In the de- 


with a ſcurfy eruption; and in ſome inſtan- 


move in ſome e degree the deformity which 


which they are accompanied; but we are 
not to look for any farther advantage 
from this or any other remedy that can 
be propoſed. An opaque ſtate of the cor. 
nea almoſt conſtantly remains during the 
life of the patient. 

Of all the ſymptoms of Lues Venerea, 


acted upon by mercury than deafneſs. A 
certain degree of deafneſs, indeed, produ- 
ced by venereal ulceration or ſwelling at 
the opening of the Euſtachian tube in the 


ever obtained from this or any other re- 
medy where the diſeaſe has fixed upon the 


ſcription of this ſymptom, I had occaſion 
to remark, that a temporary ſtate of deaf. 
neſs is ſometimes produced in Lues Vene- 
rea, by the meatus externus being filled up 


CES 
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ces wy the membrane of the paſſage be- 
coming thickened and even ulcerated. In 
this, as in other ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, 

ve depend entirely on the internal uſe of 
mercury for removing the virus from the 
conſtitution; but the local affection may 
remain after the ſyſtem is rendered ſafe. 
The beſt remedy that I have employed for 
this is a cautious uſe of bougies. Care, 
however, ſhould be taken that they be 
not puſhed ſo deep i into the paſſage as to 
injure the tympanum; and they ſhould 
be formed of the mildeſt materials, as they 
never fail to do harm when they excite 


much irritation 
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Les, Venerea. 
e Gans of this 4-00 page 
147, ſundry anomalous {ſymptoms of ſy⸗- 
philis are enumerated, which could not 
with propriety be delerinets in gh other 


place. 


For the cure af hes we a almoſt 
fiel; upon a full courſe of mercury. 
Scarcely any of them appear but in the 


later ſtages of the diſeaſe, and they are 
very apt to recur, if the medicine be not 
given in as large quantities as the patient 
can bear, and continued for a conſiderable 


time after they have diſappeared. Be- 
ſides this general courſe of treatment, ſome 


of theſe ſymptoms require a peculiarity of 


local management. 
The 


The firſt that! E: has fond are 


chops or clefts in the palms of the hands 


and ſoles of the feet, to which ſyphilitic 
patients are ſometimes liable. The beſt 
dreſſings that I have employed for theſe 


are the unguentum citrinum * and un- 
guentum e mercurio præcipit. rubr. f. 


But while theſe ointments are perhaps the 


| beſt that can be applied to the chops 


themſelves, they are too irritating to ad- 


mit of being applied to the contiguous 
parts, which for the moſt part are red and 
tender, and are beſt defended with ung 
tum ſaturninum r. 5. %% 31 RR. 
For the removal of chat 1 and g. 
my matter which occaſionally. forins and 


becomes troubleſome upon the eye-lids of 
[yphilitic patients, I have found nothing 


anſwer ſo; well as bathing them from time 


to time, with a weak ſolution of white 


ritriol, and applying over the eye-laſhes 
and nen border of the eye-lids, 


1 Vide 3 No. 14 
F No. 27. 
1 No. 29. 
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a ſmall portion of calamine liniment #, or 
unguentum citrinum, ſo much reduced 
b axunge as to F prevent too 1 irri- 


4 SARA arch: sen to ths frrellings 


7 Iforibed in p. 150, are frequently healed 
© with mercury alone, but in ſome, they re- 

ſiſt even this, and all the dreſſings that we 
employ. Cauſtic and other eſcharotics 
are the beſt applications here, as we find 
them indeed to be in almoſt every variety 

of venereal ulcer. When they do not ſuc- 


| ceed it is for the moſt part owing to a 


greater degree of irritation and pain in 
the ſore than is conſiſtent with the proceſs 
of healing. In this caſe nothing proves 
io uſeful as ſufficient doſes 'of opiates; 
When the Pains mentioned in p- 1 51, 
do not give way to the quantity of mer 
cury judged to be ſufficient for the ſafety 
of the conſtitution, we ſometimes find that 
they may be removed by bliſters applied 
directly to the parts affected, and anoint- 
FR ing 


* Vide Appendix, No, 31. 


F hem with ther, enodyne nf, or 
volatile liniment. . 
For the removal of cheſs bein- we af 1 
often obliged to have recourſe to opinm. 
In ſufficient doſes it ſeldom fails by itſelf, | 
| but it proves more effectual in every va- 
reity of pain when given in the form of 
Dovar's powder. Ten or twelve grains of 
the powder given at bed- time, and con- 
tinued for ſeven or eight nights ſucceſ- 
fively, very commonly gives relief. : 
The irritability, reſtteſſneſs, and atro- 
phy, to which venereal patients are often 


oT 


different inſtances of theit proving incu- 
rable where ulcers and other ſymptoms we 
the diſeaſe with which they were at firſt 
connected were eaſily removed, but where 
the patient, by conſtant reſtleſſneſs and 
anxiety, having firſt been deprived of ap- 
petite, and afterwards of ſtrength, was at 
laſt carried off, notwithſtanding all the 
means that could be employed for his 
afety. 


Vor. II. E e ä 


liable, are difficult to remove, and ſome- 
times even prove fatal. I have known ES 


My #1, * that Hoſe ls. Joh are. een 1 
| der venereal, from obſerving them 
to accompany. other. well-marked fymp- | 
| toms of the diſeaſe, and from mercury be- 
ing the only remedy that has any influ- 
ence in the cure. Even mercury does not 
always ſucceed; but in various inſtances 
I have known it anſwer where every other 
remedy had previouſly been tried in vain. | 
Peruvian bark, a change of diet, and coun- 
try air, are commonly preſcribed ; ; but we 
may readily conclude, that no material 
advantage can reſult from them, if mer- 
cury be not alſo continued till the virus 
1s removed. 
This reſtleſs anxiety to hich ſyphilitic 
patients are occaſionally liable, is in ſome 
inſtances removed by opiates, while in 
others they rather do harm. The only 


courſe that I have found to prove uſeful, tie 
is, a light, nouriſhing diet, a due continu- ſas | 
ance of mercury, and the patient, during te 


the time of ufing 1 it, being allowed to go 
daily abroad in a carriage when the ſtate 


of the weather permits. 
In 


In tl * of mercury BY the cure or 
this ſymptom, much nicety and care are 
required 3 for in the delicacy of conſti- 
ution which prevails. here, it conſtantly 
does harm if not managed with attention. 
It cannot be given in large doſes but with | 
much riſk of doing harm; nor can it be 
left entirely off, but with the riſk of the 
diſeaſe gaining ground. If ever an alter- 
ative courſe of mercury, as it is termed, is 
proper for any of the ſymptoms of the more 
advanced ſtages of ſyphilis, it is here. By 
a regular exhibition of ſmall doſes of mer- 
cury, the virus may be kept moderate till 
the ſtrength of the ſyſtem is ſo far re- 
ſtored by attention to regimen as to ad- 
mit of larger quantities being given. 

The moſt frequent anomalous ſymp- 
tom in this diſeaſe is fever. It is often 
the effect of ſome evident ſymptom, ſuch 


u- Ws bubo, ulcer, or node. In ſuch caſes 
ng che cauſe is obvious, and the fever diſap- 
go ears along with the ſymptom by which 
ate t was induced. But where a quantity of 


nercury ſufficient for eradicating the diſ. 


* e eee . 
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* > 
ſs has not beet” given, Alnbagk all the 
ſymptoms for which it was employed may 

be removed, yet fever will ſometimes take 
place, and in ſome inſtances ſubſiſt for a 
great length of time, before any external 
mark of the diſeaſe is perceived. This 1 
know is doubted, and even denied by 
many; but T have met with it frequent- 
ly, and in ſome inftances in the moſt ob- 
"vious manner. In ſome, where, from the 
hiſtory of the caſe, the cauſe was evident, 
the patient has been cured by an additional 
courſe of mercury ; ; while, in others, from 
no cauſe of ſuſpicion being mentioned, 
the febrile ſymptoms have reſiſted all the 
uſual remedies, and were not removed at 
laſt till the appearance of nodes, ulcers, or 
ſome other local ſymptom has pointed out 
the neceſſity of a farther ufe of mercury. 

The effect of mercury upon this fever 
is often remarkable. In almoft every 
other ſituation it is one of the firſt effect 
of mercury in a certain degree to accele- 
rate the circulation of the blood, while 


here, 1 it Not only leflens the quickneſs d- 
Ds : > 9 © 


Sed. v. "4s Lues 2 13 = 


pulſe, but wins every other febrile ſymp- | 
tom. Even in ſmall quantities mercury 
proves uſeful here, as it evidently does in 


the ſymptom laſt mentioned ; and as the 


ſtrength of the patient is commonly much 
exhauſted before this remedy i iS employ ed, 
it ſhould not At. firſt be given in larger 


quantities than are merely neceſſary for 


mitigating the ſymptoms. As this however 
will not render the conſtitution ſafe againſt 


future returns of the diſeaſe, care ſhould 


be taken that a ſufficient quantity of the 


medicine. is given as ſoon as the ſtrength 


of the patient, reſtored by a nee 
_ enables him to bear i it. | 
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/ Lues Venerea in Infants. 


TO period of life is exempted from 
. V the ravages of the venereal diſeaſe, 
They are frequently to be deplored even 
in infancy, and here the ſame ſymptoms 
appear as in patients of more advanced 
years; that is, when the virus enters the 
ſyſtem in the uſual way from the ſurface 
of the body, the ſymptoms which enſue 
are nearly or entirely the ſame as in other 
periods of life: but when the infection is 
communicated to the foetus i in utero, ſome 
variety is obſerved, which demand "a 
ticular notice. 
I have already needs had anon to 
remark, that it has been doubted whether 
Lues Venerea can be communicated to 


the 
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0 * 
the foetus While in the womb Nay, of 
late it has even been aſſerted chat i it can- 
not, and that practitioners upon this verʒ 
- important point. have. hitherto. been miſ-r 
taken. But this is ſo contrary to general 
experience, and to the reſult of my own _ 
obſervation, that I cannot confider it as an 
opinion that will ever gain ground where 
the judgment is not entirely warped. A 
deſire to ſupport a particular theory ſeems 
to have laid the foundation of this doc- 
trine; but the facts which militate againſt 
it, are too ſtrong and too numerous to ad- . 
mit of being eaſily ſet aſide. * «ax 
Thoſe who are of opinion that N 
the blood nor any of the ſecretions of a 
ſyphilitic patient can communicate the : 
contagion; allege, -that when a child ap- 
Ee 4 5117 44980608 


* Even Mr Hunter has A fallen into this 
error; and as his authority would neceſſarily have in- 
ſuence with thoſe whoſe opportunities for obſervation 
are not ſo great, I think it right, in a matter of ſuch 

practical importance, to endeavour to render the miſ- 
take obvious. See different parts of Mr Hunter's 
Treatiſe. N SIS. « Fade 
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best to hos been infected in utero, the 
infection muſt have been communicated 
during labour from venereal . in the | 


1 geqizads of the mother. 


That this in ſome e Waesche, 
abars i is no reaſon to doubt. A child paſ. 
ſing over; and perhaps reſting for a conſi- 
derable time upon, ſores of this deſcription, 
may readily be infected in this manner, 
and this may probably be the caſe where. 


ever the diſeaſe does not appear till two 


or three weeks after birth. But where a 
child is .inſtantly upon delivery found to 


be covered with a venereal eruption, an 


occurrence which I have often met with, 


the infection muſt neceſſitily have been 
communicated a conſiderable time before, 
It may be aſked, however, in what man- 
ner eruptions appearing on the birth of a 


child have been known to be venerea] ? 


In anſwer I may obſerve, that it has been 
aſcertained i in the moſt obvious manner; 
by finding on enquiry-that the father had 
been poxed without taking ſuch a quanti- 


ky of mercury as was. neceſſary to eradi- 
_ cate 
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cate the virus; * the eruption upon the 10 
child being exactly ſimilar to what expe- 
cience in other inſtances ſhews to be ve- 
nereal ; by a child in this ſituation giving 
the different ſymptoms of Lues Venerea, 
evidently and ſtrongly marked, to the 
nurſe by whom it has been ſuckled; by 
the nurſe giving the diſeaſe in the firſt 
place to another child, and afterwards to 

her huſband, and by the diſeaſe in all of 
them being cured by a proper uſe of mer- 
cury alone, while, no other remedy was 5 of 1 
any ava n x 0 Boy eg +66 
Every . muſt en met wick — "28 
inſtances of this. I have ſeen many, in ſonme 
of which no external mark of the diſeaſe — 
appeared either in the father or mother, al.. 
though one or other of them, and in ſome © 
caſes both, muſt have been infected. I con- 
clude that we have ſufficient evidence of this 
here the ſame parents produce one, two or 
more pocky children, and contions) to do 
© till both paſs through a complete courſe 

of mercury; and hence, notwithſtanding 7 
my theoretical opinion that may be ad- 
vanced 


%, 


Venerea, at leaſt with ſuch as leaves no 


0 the father of the child whether there was 


fi Lues vieren 1 i IV. 


. 0 
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| vunced- to the gontrary, 1 * much rea- 
ſon to imagine that the opinion which 7 
have elſewhere given, that the ſemen of x 
diſeaſed parent will give a pocky offspring 
1s well founded. No perlon, I believe, 
will doubt of other diſeaſes. being com- 
| municated in this manner. We have 
daily proofs of it in gout, phthiſis, ſcrophu- 
la, and, perhaps, i in ſome others, in which 
theſe diſeaſes deſcend from fathers to 
their children, while no infection is com- 
municated to the mother; and L have met 
with-very deciſive evidence of, it in Lues 


. een with me to doubt of it. 
About ten years ago I was defired to 
ge. a child ſeven or eight days old. It 
was covered with a raſh, which had much 
the appearance of being venereal; and 
finding that the only other child Which 
the parents ever had, was born with a ſimi- 
lar raſh, of which it died, I enquired 2 


any cauſe to ſuſpect that he was infectec 


or not. He informed me that he bad 
bee 
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been basel. eue: ſix months before his 
marriage; that his ſymptoms were chan- 
cres and a ſore throat; but that having 5 
taken as much mercury as was judged to 
be ſufficient,” the ſymptoms having diſap-- 
peared while under the courſe, and none 
of them having ever occurred again, al- 
though he had now been married nearly 
three years, he could not poſſibly believe 
that the child was infected with this diſ- 
eaſe, particularly as no ſymptom had ap- 
peared. upon his wife. I was clearly of 
opinion, however, that the child was in- 
fected; and I judged it right to ſay, not 
only that the child ſhould inſtantly get 
mercury, but that he and his wife ſhould 
alſo take it, with a view to prevent the 
ſame occurrence with any other children 
which they might have, as well as to ren- 
der themſelves ſafe. He agreed to this 
vith reſpect to himſelf, but on account of 
the ſuſpicion which it might create, he 
would by no means conſent that it mould 
be siven to > his wife. | OP wank? 
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nature of this raſh, but it happened that 
a very decifive, although unfortunate proof 
was given of its being. yenexeal. | Two 
nurſes were infected by the ſuckling of 


diſtreſſed with . ulcers upon her nipples, 


and pains in one of the mammæ, that ſhe 
- yas obliged to leave the family, and al- 


children till the courſe of mercury which 
ſhe was put under was finiſhed, ſhe fooliſh- 


had previouſly given out, and in the courſe 


248 2 = of 105 f 2 Ch.1y, 
- Imperfect as as; menſone W be, 


was obliged to adopt it, Small doſes of 
: calomel were giv en to the ehild, and 7 the 


father was kept under a complete courſe 
of mercury, with unction and the blue 
mercurial pill, for the ſpace of ten weeks, 
The child got well; and although the 

ſame parents have had ſeveral other chil. 
dren. fince that period, all of them have 
been perfectly ſound. - Some doubt, how. 
ever, might ſtill have remained of the real 


this child. The firſt became ſo much 


though warned of her ſituation, and of 
the; neceſſity of giving no ſuck to other 


ly took home her own child, which. ſhe 


of 


bh sed. vi. 


4 two or chres Welte i tits: was ut 
and being a weakly child, he ſoon died, 


quently is, communicated in the manner 


although the greateſt care was taken of 


him. The nipples of the other nurſe ul- 5 
a cerated, and ſhe was ſoon thereafter-ſeized 


nereal ulcer in the throat, for 


with a 


which a courſe of mercury became neceſ- 


fary. Since that period, beſides ſome in- 
ſtances in which the diſeaſe was given to 


children, where there was much reaſon 


to think that both parents were infected, 


I have. met with other two caſes very ſi- 
milar to that which 1 have mentioned, in 


which a mercurial courſe given to the fa- 


ther proved ſo completely ſucceſsful that 


all the children of both families that have 


been born fince that time have been en- 


tirely healthy, although one of them had 


previoufly loſt two and the other one from 


their not having entertained any ſuſpi- 


cion of the nature of the diſeſG. 


Theſe, as well as various other facts 


which I might adduce, render it obvious 


to me that Lues Venerea may be, and fre- 
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the opinion I am wiſhing to eſtabliſh will 
be admitted, had it not been with a view 
to put the younger part of the profeſſion 
upon their guard, till by experience they 
are enabled to judge for themſelves of the 


diſtreſsful conſequences that would reſult 


from the n doctrine deins admit- 


deli. 
Fr AN ade parinfal effects af n 
perhaps none prove more diſtreſsful than 


the frequent abortions of which it is evi- 
dently the cauſe. A child infected in the 
uterus will in ſome inſtances not come 
away till the full time; but in a great 


proportion of caſes, abortion takes place 


in the fixth or ſeventh month, ſometimes 
ſooner, but moſt frequently about the 
middle of the ſeventh month. Of this [ 


have met with ſuch a number of inſtances, 
| that 


. 


n all W. * 


I: have eis nm, that is, by the infec- 
tion paſſing directly from parents to chil. 
dren, and where no marks of diſeaſe have 
appeared either upon father or mother. 

Nor would I have judged it neceſſary to 
enter ſo fully into the ſubject, as by many 


ea 


of the moſt frequent cauſes of abortion; 
put as the child is commonly either born 
dead, or ſo weakly that it ſoon. dies, ſuffi 
cient evidence is not often obtained to 
lead the attendants to entertain any. ſuſpi⸗ 
cion. Hence practitioners ſeldom hear of it 

unleſs the diſeaſe has made more than uſual 
progreſs. . We have it in our power, how- 
erer, when this cauſe of abortion is diſco- 
rered, to remove it with much certainty. 
well conducted courſe of mercury ſeldom 
fails. I have now met With a conſiderable 
number of inſtances where abortion had 
egularly taken place in the fxth, ſeventh, 

r eighth month, and in whi ch, from ee, 
being no mark of diſeaſe either upon the 
father or mother, the real cauſe of it re- 
mained concealed; but which being At: 
ſt diſcovered, either by ſome of the chile” 
dren being clearly marked with the diſ- 
ale, or from its breaking out in an * 
ſious form on one or both of the parents, 
mercurial courſe has. at laſt been pre- 
ſeribed, and in no inſtance has it failed 
where 


at I am induced to conſider it as one 
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4 where a ſufficient quantity of the medi. 
eine has been given. In two inſtances it 
did not anſwer ſo completely as in the 
e others, but in both there was ſufficient 
evidence of too little having been employ. 
ed; for the children in both inſtances 
were kept till the beginning of the ninth 
month, which in the one was two months, 
and in the other ſix weeks later than had 
been the caſe before, and both the parents 
having in each of theſe inſtances been 
made to take mercury again, and in great. 
er quantities than before, no abortion has 
ſince taken place, and each family has 
within theſe few years had ſeveral healthy 
children. 
At whatever period children with this 
infection are born they are remarkably 
weak and delicate. The muſcles over the 
whole body are flaccid, and the joints 
have not that firmneſs which they ought] 
to poſſeſs. When the diſeaſe is diſcover- 
ed immediately upon the birth of the 
child, it is uſually in the form of an ery- 


þ fipelatous effloreſcence over the whole 
N 


vas, 
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body. In ſome inſtances the "caticleis 
either altogether or in part deſtroyed ; 
the ſkin 1 18 tender, and affords Aa kind We 
matter. In others the nails have not 
formed cither on the fingers or toes. FO 
sometimes again no mark of diſeaſe 
will be perceived till the tenth, twelfth, / 
or even fourteenth day after delivery; * 
and in ſuch caſes the eruption occurs 
chiefly about the anus, on the nates, and 
about the pudendum. In theſe laces. Ls. 
regular blotches ariſe, of a light ſtraw ber- 
Ty colour, and. ſomewhat elevated above 
the contiguous ſurface. Although. a thin 
acrid ſerum in ſame inſtances 00Zes from 
them, if not prevented by a timeous ex- 

| hibition of mercury, the diſeaſe is apt to 
ſpread quickly over the whole body; ; but 
excepting in the parts which I have men- 
tioned, it uſually ; appears in the form of a 
cruſty eruption, which in ſome caſes is 
dry, and falls off i in ſmall ſcales, while i in 
others it is kept together by the exſuda- 
tion of a viſcid matter, particularly upon 
the forehead, eye-lids, arms, and breaſt. 
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1 have already had occaſion to obſerve, 


"that in ſupporting a favourite theory ſome . 


have denied that the fœtus in utero ever 
receives this diſeaſe from the parents, and 


aſſert, that wherever it occurs in new 
born children they muſt have received it 
from the mother i in the time of delivery, 


But while the fallacy of this Opinion be- 
comes obvious, as I have juſt had occaſion 
to obſerve, from the feetus being in many 
inſtances perceived directly after birth 
to be covered with a venereal effloreſ- 
cence, we alfo find, that the ſyphilitic 
Virus, is in this ſtate, of a more dileteri- 


ous nature than it ever appears to be in 


any other form of the diſeaſe. Beſides 
being more particularly apt to communi 
cate the infection, it proceeds with more 


rapidity to deſtroy the conftitution ; inſo- 


much that if mercury be not employed 
immediately on the diſeaſe being perceiv- 
ed, it uſually makes ſuch quick progrels 
that a fatal termination can ſcarcely be 


afterwards prevented. Bl 
In 


In all ſuch circumſtances the child ; 
mould be nurſed by che mother; and as 
mercury is neceſſary for both, they ſhould | 
both be put immediately under it. As it 
has been found that a diſeaſed child may 
be cured by ſucking the milk of a woman 
uſing mercury, ſome have adviſed that 
new-born children ſhould always | be treat- 
ed in this manner. But I can ſay from 
experience that it is not to be truſted. 
| With ſome it will no doubt ſucceed. In 
all it will perhaps accompliſh a tempora- 
ry removal of the ſymptoms, but for the 
moſt part they return again, or the diſ- 
eaſe breaks out in ſome other form. At 
the ſame time, therefore, that the mo- 
mi- ther begins to take mercury, it ought to 
ore Bl be given to the child, and it may be done 
with no INCONVENIENCY 3 for even at this 
early period it excites leſs diſtreſs than it 
ei Willy does afterwards. The cauſe of 
;reſ this may be difficult to aſſign; but I have 
in various inſtances found that mercury 
In early infancy, is not ſo apt to excite 
either ſalivation or violent effects upon 
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the Monch and be wels as it d 
does, and that it may be given with ſafety 
in ſufficient quantities for curing the dif. 
eaſe. Calomel is often employed for this 
purpoſe. The doſe ſhould be the fourth 
or fifth part of a grain three times a-day, 
and when rubbed with a ſmall quantity 
of ſugar, the child takes it eaſily. Mer- 
curius alkalifatus is a preparation that an- 
ſwers particularly well in the doſe of half 
a grain three times a-day ; and I ſome- 
times employ the common blue pill pre- 
pared with triturated quickſilver. A pill 
containing a grain of mercury, being rub- 
bed into powder, and divided into four, 
one of theſe is given evening and morning, 
Any of theſe being continued for the 
ſpace of a month, will, in moſt inſtances, 
remove every appearance of the diſeaſe; 
but a complete cure will not be obtained 
if the uſe of the medicine be not conti- 
nued for a conſiderable time thereafter, 
When the child is healthy, and not of 3 
delicate form, this ſhould be done with- 


out interruption, otherwiſe it may be laid 
7 aſide 


Sect. vl. 5 in Tofants. 1 437 : 


aſide occafionally fag eight or ten days f 
together; ; but upon the whole, it ſhould 
be given for the ſpace of fifteen or ſixteen 
weeks, and never left off ſo long at once 
as to allow the effects of the mercury up- 
on the ſyſtem t to diſappear entirely at . 
one tim ee 
When a child in This ſituation cannot 
be ſuckled by its mother, either from her 
want of milk or any other cauſe, what are 
we to do? Another nurſe is commonly 
procured; but this reſource ſhould never be 
adviſed, for it ſeldom fails of giving the 
diſeaſe in the moſt virulent form to who- 
ever is ſo unfortunate as to be employed 
for this purpoſe. All ſuch children ſhould 
be nouriſhed and brought up on ſpoon 
meat, nor ſhould the reſtriction be confin- 

ed to the firſt weeks of infancy only. No 
child infected in this manner ſhould: be 
put to the breaſt of a ſound nurſe till a 
courſe of mercury has been continued for 
three months at leaſt after every external 
mark of the diſeaſe is gone. In one in- 
tance, where a child in this fituation bad 
; Ff 3 1 
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for ſeven weeks been nurſed by the mo- 
ther, and where mercury had been ire: | 
gularly given for three weeks after every 
external mark of the diſeaſe had diſap. 
peared, two nurſes were infected, who 
were ſucceſſively employed to ſuckle the 
child, during a temporary fever with 
which the mother was attacked. And in 
another the diſeaſe was given in the ſame 
manner where the child was three months 
old, and where every ſymptom of ſyphilis 
had difappeared upwards of eight weeks. 
Hence I conclude, that much attention is 
required, for preventing ſimilar occur- 


rences, and that nothing will anſwer the 
purpoſe but a regular and _y ephtraged 0 
uſe of mercury. 7% Y 


In addition to what I have aid on the 
ſubject of ſyphilis producing abortion, Ian 
may obſerve, that when a woman has ſuf- 
fered one or more abortions, and has rea- 
ſon to think that they proceed from a ve- 
nereal infection, ſhe, as well as her huſ⸗ 
band, mould immediately be put unde 
mercury. I. is a prevailing opinion that 

: | mercury 


mercury is apt to cauſe FO; and it is 
therefore ſeldom. given during pregnancy. 
Much experience, however, has convinced 
me that this opinion is ill- founded; when 
managed with caution, that it may be giv- 
en in ſufficient. quantities at every period 
of pregnancy, for curing every ſymptom 
of ſyphilis ; and without doing the leaſt 
injury either to the mother or child. We 
would not indeed from choice give mer- 
cury during pregnancy; but when. a wo- 
man in this ſituation is evidently poxed, 
or when there is good reaſon to think that 
he is ſo, I would not heſitate to adviſe a 
courſe of it. In different inſtances I have 
done ſo, and always with advantage. 
Where obvious ſymptoms of Lues Vene- 
rea break out during pregnancy, ſcarcely 
any will doubt of the neceſlity of the mea- 
fure ; but ſome explanation may be requir- 
ed for adviſing it where there iS only. 
ground for ſuſpicion. 

In illuſtration of the oropriety of this, 
the following, among ſeveral. caſes, may 
be recited. Five years ago I viſited a lady | 


in 
Ff4 
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in the Fpurth Roach Er pregnancy, on ac- 


count of a ſimple fracture of the os hu 


meri. The patient being young and 


healthy I prognoſticated a ſpeedy cure. 
She had been married four years, and had 


ſuffered two abortions, one in the fixth, 


the other in the ſeventh month, and der 


friends were anxious leſt this accident 
ſhould produce the loſs of another child. 
This induced me to inquire into the cir. 


cumſtances attending the previous abor- 


tions, when I found that both children 


| were born dead, and entirely deſtitute of 


nails and cuticle, No obyious ſymptom 
of ſyphilis, had appeared upon the pa- 
rents, but the huſband. had occaſionally 
been attacked with a dry ſcaly eruption 
upon the breaſt and ſhoulders. I alſo 


diſcovered that he laboured under the ve 
nereal diſeaſe a few months before mar- 


riage ; and it did not appear to me that 


he had taken mercury either with the re- 


gularity or to the extent neceſſary for re- 


moving the ſymptoms which took place. 


This led me at once to ſay that both he 


3 
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and his wiſe ſhould pics undergo | 
a complete courſe of mercury. To this 
they ſubmitted, and in leſs than a year 
from the commencement of the courſe, 
the later was delivered of a healthy child. | 
Now here was only ground for ſuſpicion 3 "2 
but the event gave cauſe to imagine that 
if this kind of proof was. to be ſet aſide, . 
where direct evidence cannot be procu- 
red, and which often happens in caſes of 
this deſeription, parents would often be 
irreparably injured, and many children 
loſt, which otherwiſe might be ſaved. _ 
During pregnancy mercury ſhould in 
every inſtance be uſed in the form of unc- 
tion, as we thereby with moſt certainty 
prevent the ſtomach and bowels from be- 
ing injured, and thus avoid the hazard of 
abortion, as the effect of irritation. pa 
theſe parts. 1 
Nothing indeed more baits” excites : 
abortion than purgatives, when ſevere in 
their operation, or when they even only 
produce any confiderable degree of te- 
neſmus; and as the internal exhibition 


of 
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of mercury is n the cauſe of 


this, it cannot but with much hazard be 


given in any conſiderable een n 


aer. 


, — 


SECTION VII. 


5 my ſome Peculiarities of form under which 


Lues Venerea has appeared in Scotland 
| and Canada. 3 


* 
/ 


Have already remarked that Lues 


Venerea has appeared with {ome pe- 
culiarities both in Scotland and Canada. 


By the accounts received of it from Ca- 


nada, it ſeems to have appeared in that 


country in the ſame manner, and under the 
ſame form, as it had a conſiderable time 
before done in Scotland; and as few have 
had more opportunities of ſeeing it here 
than has fallen to 1 ſhare, I mean to 
give 
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give a ſhoe deforipticn of the appearances 
which it exhibits, and to mention the me- 
thod of cure which: (hitherto; I Wan 
moſt effectual. been 
In the Highlands o of Sorta his? dix. 
eaſe is uſually termed Sivvens or Sibbens: 
jn Dumfriesſhire and Galloway, i it is com- 
monly called the Yaws, from a reſem- 
blance which it is ſuppoſed to bear to tlie 
african and Weſt Indian diſeaſe of that 
name; but over the whole kingdom it is 
known to be the venereal diſeaſe. That 
it is fo, is certain: from thoſe afflicted with 
it, in every diſtrict where it has yet ap- 
peared, having been able to trace it to an 
origin that left no room to doubt of it, as 
well as from the ſymptoms which ariſe in 
it bearing an exact reſemblance to thoſe 
of the later ſtages of Lues Venerea, in the 
ordinary form of the diſeaſe, and from 
mercury being the only remedy upon 
which we can 8 een for a a ra- 
dical cure. 4 jo ron yt 
It never appears, as 1 have eifowiived 5 
fad occaſion to obſerve, in the form of 
— Gonorrhicedl 


IC 


* - 


444 of Tuer Venerea in ch. IV. 


Gonorrhœa, nor ſeldom at firſt in any 
form whatever upon the genitals, Owing | 
to the manner in which it is moſt fre. 
quently communicated. The infection be- 
ing for the moſt part received by eating 
or drinking out of the ſame utenſils with 
thoſe labouring under the diſeaſe, it often 
appears at firſt in the throat or ſome part 
of the mouth. In the mouth the ſores 
have the uſual appearances of venereal 
ulcers. This is likewiſe the caſe in the 
throat when the diſeaſe has been of ſome 
duration; but at firſt, and often for the 
ſpace of ſeveral weeks, although the pa- 
tient complains of a good deal of unea- 
ſineſs in ſwallowing, and of a conſtant 
hoarſeneſs, there is nothing perceived up- 
on inſpection but a degree of tenderneſs, | 
accompanied with an eryſipelatous redneſs 
of the amygdalæ, uvula, and velum pen- 
dulum palati. If not prevented, however, 
by the uſe of mercury, ulcers at laſt form 
upon theſe parts, and commonly ſpread 
more quickly than venereal ulcers uſually 


do 1 in other Res of the body; ; Inforuch 
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that the WITT and. 8 will ſornes 
times be entirely deſtroyed. in the courſe 
of a few days, and a degree of hoarſeneſs 
and loſs of voice produced, from which 
the patient never afterwards recovers. 
It is particularly apt to affect the N 
nal parts of the noſe; and when the ſores 
penetrate to the oſſa ſpongioſa theſe ſoon 
become carious, and come away in ſmall 
pieces along with the matter, which is al- 
ways extremely fœtid. When not pre- 
vented by mercury, the ulcers ſpread to 
the hard bones of the noſe, and from theſe 
to the bones of the cheeks. In this man- 
ner the whole face becomes ulcerated, for 


when theſe bones are affected the conti- 


. guous ſoft parts likewiſe become ſoon diſ- 
© Wl caſed. It is not uncommon for theſe ul- 


cers to attack the eye-lids. 

When the infection is not received by 
the mouth the diſeaſe appears in various 
forms in different parts of the ſurface of 
the body. When the virys has entered 
the ſyſtem the parts upon which it firſt, 
commonly breaks out are the my the 

parts 


— 
— 


* y = 2 DE — = - \ = \ - 
_ _— _ R be” 2 — n ll * . D = 28 = _ 
* ers p : E — = 1 23 e 7 yp : 2 1 
— . 2. Herz — - — 1 FIR * r o —_— 
. - - — — k . = — 4 ihe, ET 4 - \ ASS — 
. * 4 * Bp 1 by p 2 38. = — — &- SEE = 0 _ Se 89 * . 2 
— ͤ —  ———— — ne — — — — q — - _—_— * C 0 2 N 
— — — — — — — — — — — — OW — — 1 dm — E . * * — 
1 — — - — — — — — —— — — — — 4 — — > = — 
b ** r — DIY — * 5 — — — — — — — 
G * . 2 2 1 * NN * 7 1 : 
: 4 ef : 2 , 5 4 _ 5 
A * * yy 
s ; 
9 « * * 
. N . 1 
* 


— 


— —— — 


1 


— . — — 
* 


——— 
—— — 
LY 


- re ri > e oo eee = Þ 
1 1 : La 22 
5 3 * 2 * — ” 


[ 

\ 

+ 

j 
I; 
* q * 
9 


TOONS, I oa 
— — 4 


being itchy, the diſeaſe is at firſt often 


expoſed to receive infection from ſer- 


few inſtances of their being o have fallen 


it from itch. The ſkin upon which it is 
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parts contiguous to the anus, the anterior 
parts of the thighs and legs, the under 
part of the abdomen, the breaſt, arms, 
fingers, and toes, and hairy ſcalp. It docs 
not ſo readily fix upon the fleſhy parts of 
the legs or thighs, or on the back. In 
ſome the parts become covered with an in- 
finite number of ſmall puſtules, and theſe 


miſtaken for itch. This the more readi- 
ly happens from its prevailing almoſt en- 
tirely among the common people, who, 
from want of cleanlineſs, frequently la- 
bour under itch; and ſo much is ſibbens 
confined to this ſet of people, that, except- 
ing children, who are more particularly 


vants, thoſe in the higher ranks of life 
are ſcarcely ever attacked with it, at leaſt 


within my obſer vation. | 
This eruption, however, ſoon aſſumes 
appearances which ſufficiently diſtinguiſh 


ſeated becomes thickened, and ſomewhat 
elevated, 


1 


elevated, and acquires the characteriſtic 
mark of venereal blotches, a peculiar cop- 
per- coloured appearance... 

The late Dr Gilchriſt of eee in 
z paper upon this ſubject, in the Phyſical 
and Literary Eſſays of Edinburgh, re- 
marks, © That theſe ſcabby eruptions are 
often met with on the icalp, forehead, in- 
fide of the thighs, groins, and parts con- 
tiguous. Inflammation and excreſcences 
about the fundament are frequent; and it 
ſometimes appears in the form of a herpes 
exedens, healing in one Fant and breaking 
out in another.“ 

Some have ſmall tubercles, or hag a 
vated knots upon the face, arms, and 
breaſt, ſomewhat reſembling ſmall-pox at 
the height, but of a red or copper-colour, 
and accompanied with a painful degree of 
heat. If mercury is given early theſe tu- 
mours gradually ſubſide, otherwiſe they 
become large, and diſcharge a fœtid viſ. 
cid matter, which forms into cruſts or 
lakes, and, on their fallin off, the parts 
beneath 
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a copper- colour, and at laſt diſcharge a 
ble the common anthrax or carbuncle, but 


ſoon after burſting they aſſume all the ap- 
pearances of the true venereal ulcer. 


parts of the Highlands the name of a wild 
raſp, and this being a very frequent ſymp- 


ing diſtinguiſhed by this appellation. In 


to a conſiderable height, nor can it be 
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beneath are ted tender, and 3 in x ſore caſes 
in a ſtate of Weertriol, 

Inſtead of this eruption, ſome are at. 
tacked with ſmall inflammatory boils, 
which do not readily ſuppurate, but re- 
main for a conſiderable time hard, and of 


thin bloody ichor. Theſe at firſt reſem- 


But the moſt charaQeriſtic ſymptom of 
this variety of ſyphilis is a ſoft ſpongy 


excreſcence, in ſize and colour reſembling Wil 
a common raſp, which is apt to appear on 
all ſuch parts as either become ulcerated, t 
or that are attacked with any kind of e 


eruption; fivven or ſibben being in many 


tom of the diſeaſe, is the cauſe of its be- 
ſome inſtances this ſpongy ſubſtance riſes 


kept down by any of the common eſcha 
| rotics 


riſes 
t be 
cha 


tics 
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rotios; for although entirely dene if 


the virus of the diſeaſe be not eradicated 
by the uſe of a full courſe of mercury, it 
ſoon returns to a greater extent than be- 


fore; but as mercury is commonly given 


as ſoon as this ſymptom becomes evident- 


ly marked, the excreſcence is ſeldom ſo 


much elevated as it otherwiſe would be. 
Theſe fungous productions are occa- 
ſionally met with in every part of the bo- 
dy; but particularly on ſuch parts as have 
become tender, whether from previous 
eruption, or from the cuticle having ſe- 
parated and come off from the ſkin be- 


neath; a circumſtance which ſometimes 


takes place in this diſeaſe, and when to any 
confiderable extent, always with much! in. 
convenience and diſtreſs. 

In the treatiſe which I have nientioned, 


Dr Gilchriſt obſerves, that this diſeaſe 


does not attack the large and ſolid bones, 
and very rarely any of the others. I have, 
however, ſeen ſeveral inſtances of the con- 
rary, in which beth the bones of the legs 
and arms have become diſeaſed ; and it is 
Vol. II. „„ by 
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by no means uncommon to find it fix up. 
on the bones of the head. I have ſeen it 


every form under which Lues Venerea 


cing chancres, either in men or women, 


who are attacked with ulcers upon theſe 


virus having entered the conſtitution, 
In different inſtances I have known the 
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indeed in every part of the body, and in 


uſually appears, except in chancres upon 
the genitals. I have ſeen it produce ſores 
reſembling chancres upon the lips, and on 
the nipples of nurſes 3 and where an in- 
fection has been of long duration, I have 
known ulcers form upon the penis; but! 
have not known an inſtance of its produ- 


from coition; owing, I imagine, to all 


parts from this cauſe avoiding venereal 
intercourſes, which they very univerſally 
do till a cure is obtained by a courſe of 
mercury ; but although ſibbens is not uſu- 
ally met with in the form of chancres up- 
on the penis, this, as well as other parts 
of the genitals, are particularly apt to 
be attacked with ulcers ariſing from the 


whole penis and ſcrotum deſtroyed wit! 
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it, but this has commonly happened from 
the patient having neglected too long to 
call for medical aſſiſtance, or from mer- 
cury being given in too ſmall quantities. 
Theſe ulcers, like the uſual form of ve- 
nereal ſores proceeding from the conſti- 
tutional form of the diſeaſe, do not com- 
monly produce buboes. This, however, 
is not univerſal ; for buboes ſometimes 
take place in ſibbens, not only from the 
primary ulcers of the diſeaſe, as I have in 
more than one inſtance perceived i in the 
arm- pit, from ſores produced upon the 
nipple in nurſing an infected child, but 
alſo from thoſe which appear upon the 
penis and other parts of the genitals, from 
the virus having entered the ſyſtemꝭ; and 
the apperance of buboes produced by ſib- 
up- bens, whether in their ſwelled or ulcerat- 
arts ed ſtates, is in every reſpect the ſame 
t to vith that of the ordinary form of vene- 
the real bubo. VVV 
tion. Syphilis, i in whatever _—_ thin ec 
a ches communicated, is readily tranſmitted, 
wit we have already had occaſion to ſee, 
- 92 from 
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from parents to the fœtus in utero, and it 
is particularly apt to happen in Abdein 
Sibbens therefore proves a frequent cauſe 
of abortions, although in ſome inſtances 
children are born with it at the full time, 
and in a few it breaks out in the courſe of 
the firſt month after delivery. 

In the treatment of ſibbens, as of e every 
variety of Lues Venerea, mercury is the 
only remedy upon which we can place de- 
pendence. Sarſaparilla, guaiacum, and 
mezereon, have occaſionally proved uſe- 
ful, but we truſt to mercury alone for a 
radical cure. The obſervations that 1 
have already had occaſion to offer on the 
uſe of mercury, apply with equal proprie- 
ty to the treatment of every ſymptom of 
ſibbens. It is therefore unneceſſary to 
conſider the ſubject farther at preſent; but 
while we refer for this purpoſe to diffe- 
rent parts of the preceding ſections, 1 
think it right to obſerve, that a greater 
quantity af mercury is in moſt inſtances 
required for the cure of fibbens than we 
uſually find to be neceſſary in the ordi 
nary 


F 
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tained with perhaps equal eaſe, and a ſtop 
diſeaſe by the fame quantity that we eni- 


but ſibbens is more apt to return if the 
medicine be not given in larger quantities, 
and continued for a conſiderable time af- 
ter every appearance of infection is remo- 


has diſappeared. . 1 
A practitioner of experience and obſer- 


1 

ne vation, who had many opportunities of 

le- ſeeing every ſymptom « of ſibbens, inform- 

\ of MW ed me that mercurius ſublimatus corroſi- 

to! vus frequently proves ſucceſsful in the 

but cure of the more inveterate ſymptoms of 

iffe the diſeaſe, when the milder Preparations 

is, | of mercury fail. He gave it in the form 

mT Ws drops. Sixteen grains were diſſolved 
in an ounce of water, with the addition of 5 


eight . of crude fal ammoniac, and 
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nary form 91 the diſeaſe. | "Walid; is ob- 


may be put to the farther progreſs of the 7 


ploy for the common ſymptoms of pox, 


ved. When the diſeaſe has been of long 
| duration, mercury ſhould be continued for 
ſeven or eight weeks after every ſymptom 
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of this t ten drops were given three « or four 
times a-day. © 

When ulcers in che chroat and other 
parts do not readily yield. to the uſe of 
mercury, I employ cauſtic and eſcharotics, 
and they prove equally uſeful here as in 
every variety of ſore proceeding from 
Lues Venerea. In various inſtances they 
have been rendered clean, and brought 
into a healing condition by fumigating 
with cinnabar, when they had previouſſy 
reſiſted every other remedy. 

The public, however, are equally i inte- 
reſted in the prevention of this diſeaſe as 
in the cure of it, particularly in thoſe 
diſtricts where it has long prevailed; and 
with proper attention there is much rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that it might ſoon be era- 
dicated. In ſome parts of Scotland this 
has already indeed been accompliſhed ; and 
the means by which it has been Tons are 
ſimple, and eaſily practiſed. They conſiſt 
| entirely, in a due attention to cleanlineſs, 
and in preventing nurſes and other ſer- 


vants from being employed where there 
is 
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i the leaſt reaſon to imagine that they 
are infected. In the choice of a nurſe 
this is a point of the utmoſt importance; - 
for in fibbens, as in every form of ſyphi- 
bis, T have had many proofs of the diſeaſe 
being communicated by the milk alone, 
and as this is almoſt the only way by 
which it has found acceſs to families of 
rank, they are particularly intereſted i in 
En it. e Fo + 
The chief difficulty chat we meet with 
in the prevention of this diſeaſe proceeds 
from thoſe who ought moſt anxiouſly to 
with for it. The infected are ſo much ? 
afraid of a diſcovery being to injure their 
reputation, that they do all in their power 
to conceal it, by which they do not take 
mercury in that complete manner which 
alone could render them ſafe. I know, 
however, that this anxiety for conceal- 
ment may be removed, and, with proper 
attention, that thoſe poor people who other- 
wiſe would fall victims to the baneful ef- 
fects of the diſeaſe, may be eaſily induced 
to apply for medical aſliſtance. The cler- 
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i; gy have this ſo much in their power, chai 
1 Weng their interference the ſibbens 
7 might ſoon be eradicated. In one pariſh 
4 this was actually done. The diſeaſe had 
1 ſpread to ſuch an, alarming height that 
# more than three-fourths of - the, inhabj. 
4 tants were infected, and many of the more 
l 1 delicate, particularly young children and 
i . females, died under it. This had gone 
4 on for a great number of years, when by 
k the exertions of the. clergyman « of the pa- 
b riſh it was entirely removed in the courſe 
of a ſhort time. He went perſonally to 
5 every individual of his pariſh and convin- 
1 ced them of the propriety of applying for 
1 medical aſſiſtance immediately on the diſ- 
1 : eaſe breaking out, which they agreed to 


the more readily from their being ſenſible 
AF that all of them had got the diſeaſe in 
= the moſt innocent manner. In this way 
iq it was ſoon carried off, and by due atten- 

tion to cleanlineſs, and avoiding all kind at 

intercourſe with thoſe who they ſuſpected 
to labour under it, the diſeaſe has now for 


"i conſiderable time been entirely ſubdued. 
„ OY _ This 


A A 
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This has in ſome degree indeed been the 
caſe in every diſtrict of Scotland where 
fibbens ever prevailed, In ſome ſituations 
it has been nearly eradicated, and in none 
js it now ſo frequent as it was ſome years 
ago. There is much cauſe therefore to 
hope that by the ſuperior attention to 
cleanlineſs, which of late years has pre- 
vailed among our common people, it wall 
ſoon become every where; unknown. 
All that I.have hitherto. {aid on- e "A 5 
| "ot of fbbens Was written ſome years ago, 
when the, firſt edition of this book was 
publiſhed :,Since that period I have found 
that the diſeaſe is. now Very rarely met 
with in any © of the ſouth diſtricts of Scot- 
land, and even in the Highlands tlas it 
daily becomes leſs frequent. TR 
If the diſeaſe as it prevails in Canada i 18 
the fame with the ſibbens of Scotland, 
and from all that I have heard of it there 
is no cauſe-to doubt of its being ſo, the 
lame method of cure Will prove effectual, 
and the ame x means af eee muſt 
be obſerved,” Att ha 
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kingdom of Europe abounds, nothing has 
been diſcovered upon which we can with 
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5 ablution alone being ſufficient for prevent 
ing infection. As the parts to which the 
Arr. of infection is applied are al 
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sECTION vIII. 


Of Propbylactics in Lues Venerea, 


0 prevent infection is an REA of the 
firſt 1 importance in every diſeaſe ; but 


have proved leſs ſucceſsful than in this, 
As the pleaſures and ſafety of mankind 
are both intereſted, Prophylactics in Lues 
Venerea have long been an ob ject of atten- 
tion; but hitherto, notwithſtanding all 
the boaſted ſpecifics with which every 


certainty depend. 
At firſt view one would not doubt 0 


togethe! 


i 


together Stein, Ack as a . confiderable 
length of time' commonly paſſes over 
before any effects are produced by it, we 
might with confidence expect that bathing 
the parts in warm water, or any other li- 
quid, could ſcarcely fail to remove the 
matter of contagion. This, however, is 
not the caſe; for although ſome advan- 
tage may occaſionally be derived from 
careful ablution, we have daily proofs of 
its failure even when Prakene "ns all 
manner of attention. 9 

This muſt probably ariſe from the vi- 
rus being either exceedingly ſubtile, or ſo 


from parts to which it has found acceſs, by 
any means that have as yet been employ- 
ed. In this view, therefore, two objects 
0ccur for our conſideration. Any appli- 
cation to be employed ſhould not only be 
of a penetrating ſubtile nature, but capable 
of deſtroying that connection by which 
the virus is thus made to adhere to the 
parts to which it is applied. I alfo think 
that ſome advantage may be Gel from 
combining 
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very adheſive that it cannot be ſeparated 
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grain to three grains of mercury in the 


more adheſive than it otherwiſe would be 


an fprifyphiliric, waſh. Upon this prin- 
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combining mercury. with whatever i is beſt 
adapted to theſe purpoſes. . By: acting as 
an antidote. it may ſerye to deſtroy ſuch 
parts of the venereal poiſon. a as, he. others 
may not be able to. remove. 
Crude mercury, triturated 0 honey 
or with turpentine, and mixed. with a fuf. 
ficient quantity. of water, has been uſed 
as a waſh for this Ipurpoſe ;. but the moſt 
convenient form of uſing mercury in this 
way is in a watery ſolution of corroſive 
ſublimate. It may be uſed of various de- 


grees of ſtrength, from the quantity of one 


ounce of water. More eee +a 
irritating and corroſive. 8 . 
As it is probable that the virus ; Proves 


by combining with the mucus of the parts | 
to which it is applied, all ſuch articles as 
prove ſolvents of mucus, or that particu- 
larly deſtroy its tenacity, may with pro- 
priety be employed in the compoſition of 


ciple 


ciple lime- water may be uſed with advan- 


tage; alſo the catiſtic fixed alkali; and even 
the cauſtic volatile alkali ſo diluted with 


water as to admit of their ee n 


with ſafety. 

No harm can \ Eſte from the Se 
uſe of any of theſe articles in the form of 
a waſh, and more advantage, I have reaſon 
to think, may be derived from them than 
is commonly obtained from the uſe of 


thoſe ſecret ſpecifics which the intereſt of 


individuals and the credulity of our young 
people have occaſionally brought into no- 


tice. I think it right, however, again to 


remark, that none of them can with cer- 
tainty be relied on, and that in no in- 


ſtance ought any of them to be injected 
into the urethra, as preventatives of Go- 


norrhœa. When the diſeaſe has actually 


taken place, they may, when much dilut- 


ed, be uſed with freedom; but they can- 


not be thrown into the urethra but With 
much riſk of inducing inflammation when 


of ſuch a ſtrength as can have any influ- 
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ence in diſlodging the virus, by diſſolving 


or deſtroying the mucus with which it is 


combined. Whether theſe ſpecifics of iti. 
nerants, to which I allude, have any of the 
articles that I have mentioned for their 
baſis or not I cannot determine, but when 


uſed as injections they often do much harm 


by exciting pain, and ſuch a conſtant in- 
clination to * urine as proves exceed - 


SEC. 


I 


cet. IX. Of Lues Venerea, G. 


07 Lues Penerea as inducing other Diſeaſes. 


8 the virus of ſyphilis is often diffi- 
cult to eradicate, and the diſeaſe be- 


long after a cure has been ſuppoſed to be 
accompliſhed, the fears of patients have 


with any certainty be removed after hav- 
ing appeared as a general diſeaſe of the 


cauſe of many other diſeaſes. 
Even practitioners have been divided 


on the power of mercury in curing the 
diſeaſe. In ſection fourth of this chap- 
ter J have endeayoured to ſhow, that 


where 


463. 


% - 2 ” * 
o ; 8 L 
# 2 % : a 4 - * 1 p 7 : J 5 1 - * * 
g ; ; *. ; *. . . . 6 ; * 
: £ % „ 1 8 . 3 1 : "Xs 3 w 
z - 8 ba 2 * , . * * 
: y 3 4 2 ? 1 22 Li * * 8 * FR 
- n - 7 
> * 
7 


ing frequently known to break out again 
induced them to ſuſpect that it cannot 
ſyſtem, and even to conſider it as the 


in their opinions upon this. The reſult of 
my obſervation has already been given, 
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where failures have penn h they muft 
in a great meaſure have ariſen, either from 


the miſconduct of patients when under 
mercury, or from too {mall a quantity of 
the remedy being given. But while I am 
clearly of this opinion, I at the ſame 
time think, that Lues Venerea is often the 
cauſe of other diſeaſes, which frequently 
prove fatal from want of a- proper appli. 
cation of mercury, by which a cure of all 
of them might in a great * of 
caſes be obtained. | 

In the preceding parts of this yrork a 
deſcription is given of all the ordinary 
ſymptoms of Lues Venerea, and of the 
method of treatment appropriated to each; 
but if the opinion which I am now endea- 
vouring to ſupport is well founded, this 
diſeaſe, it is evident, muſt occafionally ap- 
pear under other forms. 

T have already had occaſion t to obſerve, 
that Lues Venerea, when not interrupted 
in its courſe by the uſe of mercury, uſually 
makes a certain progreſs, and that the 


1 1 make their appearance with 
| ſome 
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ſome regularity : But when mercury is 
employed, and not given in quantities 
ſufficient - for eradicating the virus, al- 
though all the ſymptoms may thereby be 
ſuſpended, the diſeaſe will certainly ap- 


form at ſome future period. In this caſe 
it generally ſhows itſelf by one or other 
of the ſymptoms that have been deſcrib- 
ed, but occaſionally we meet with it un- 
der a variety of other appearances; the 
virus, inſtead of producing the ordinary 
ſymptoms of Lues Venerea, tending ra- 
ther to induce other diſeaſes, _ 
This I know is denied by many, whe 
allege that ſyphilis is never productive of 
other diſeaſes; but I have met with it in 
ſuch a number of inſtances, and theſe ſo 
evidently marked, that I conſider the fact 
as certain. The virus of ſyphilis will not 
produce any diſeaſe that depends upon a 


rve, 
pted ſpecific eontagion, ſuch as ſmall-pox, 
ally neaſles, itch, and ſome others, but I have 


the much reaſon to think that a great variety 
with of other diſeaſes are induced by 1 it. It may 


ſome Vor. II. | HY . be 


pear either in the ſame or ſome other 
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be aſked in ar manner can ſyphilis at 


in. producing other diſeaſes, and What 


evidence can be given of i its ever having 


done ſo? In anſwer to this I may obſerve, | 
that it is often difficult, and ſometimes 


impoſſible, to-explain the action of cauſes 
in producing diſeaſes. We may eaſily, 


however, ſuppoſe, where the virus of 


ſyphilis exiſts in the ſyſtem, but not in 
ſufficient force to ſhew itſelf by the uſual 
and more obvious ſymptoms | of the dif: 
: eaſe, that it may, however, in various in- 
ſtances be capable of exciting a great deal 


of derangement, and even many diſeaſes 


which otherwiſe might not have taken 


place, and that it will more eſpecially be 


apt to produce thoſe diſeaſes to which the 
conſtitution is. prediſpoſed, or thoſe to 
which the patient is rendered liable by 


expoſure to particular occaſional cauſes. 


If the virus can exiſt in the ſyſtem for a 


| conſiderable length of time without ſhew- 


ing any external mark of diſeaſe, and of 
this few I believe will doubt, it is difficult 


5 conceiye that 3 it ſhould not produce both 
general 


nie a ana 1 or- 
ganic affections; and, accordingly, I be- 
lieve that it more frequently does ſo than 
we are uſually led to imagine. The evi- 
dence which I could give of this would be 
exceedingly ample, as I could relate a very 
extenſive collection of caſes in a great va- 
riety of diſeaſes in which it actually hap- 
pened 3 but the extent of this publication 
renders it neceſſary to confine the proofs 
of it within narrower limits. The dif- 
caſes induced by the venereal virus, of 
which I ſhall give inſtances, are phthiſis, 
aſthma, rheumatiſm, , dropſy, head- acl 
| epilepſy, and mania, 

In the month of October 178 3, I was 
deſired to viſit a gentleman at ſome diſ- 
ance from town, with an extenſive foul 
ulcer upon his left ſhoulder. This was 
mentioned as the moſt material part of his 
diſtreſs; but I alſo found that he had for 
ſereral months laboured under all the 
moſt alarming ſymptoms of phthiſis, ſuch 
as ſevere cough, ſpitting of purulent mat- 


er, pains in the breaft and ſides, night 
1 Hh . 
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Heats, quick malſe,” ard an emaciated 
Mate of body. Theſe ſymptoms, however, 
did not excite the attention of the patient 
nor of His friends ſo much as the ulcer 
upon his ſhoulder, which, from the great 
quantity of matter which it diſcharged, 
and the great length of time which it had 
endured, was conſidered as the cauſe of 
his weakneſs as well as of all the other 
Iymptoms. | | i 
The appearance . the ſore giving cauſe 
to think that it might be venereal, I men- 
tioned this to the ſurgeon in attendance, 
as well as to my patient, with a view to 
diſcover whether from the hiſtory of the 
caſe, and from his previous courſe of life, 
there was any ground for ſuſpicion. The 
anſwer which I received to this inquiry 
was, that ſoon after the firſt appearance 
of this ulcer, about three years before the 
time of my being conſulted, an ulcer had 
appeared in his throat, accompanied with 
ſome other ſymptoms of ſyphilis, For the 
| removal of theſe he had been put under a 
long courſe of mercury, which appeared to 

> prort 
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prove fucceſoful ; and as te had not ings . 
that period run any riſk of being infect- 
ed he did not ſuppoſe it poſſible that the 
ulcer upon his ſhoulder, or any of his | 
other ſymptoms, could be venereal, Hav- 8 
ing found, however, that the mercury, _. | 
although long continued, had never been | 
given in greater quantities than to render 
the mouth moderately ſore, and that for 
a conſiderable time an eruption reſem- | 
bling venereal blotches had prevailed over | 
lis breaſt and arms, I did not heſitate to 4" Sb 
lay that the infection had not been eradi- 5 i 
cated, and that he ought immediately to —_— 
enter upon a full courſe of mercury. oo _ 
The chief objection to this was the de- - . 
bilitated ſtate of our patient, and the - - |} 
quickneſs of pulſe, with other ſymptoms _ | | 
of fever, which prevailed in a very conſi- 
derable degree, the pulſe at this time beat- 
ing upwards of 130 in a minute. Even 
theſe confiderations, however, did not de- 
ter me from adviſing a trial of mercury; 
having even at that time ſeen more than 
one caſe of a ſimilar nature, where che lungs : 
| F were 
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feats; quick nin and an emaciated 
Rate of body. Theſe ſymptoms, however, 
did not excite the attention of the patient 
ndr of his friends ſo much as the ulcer 
upon his ſhoulder, which, from the great 
quantity of matter which it diſcharged, 
and the great length of time which it had 
endured, was conſidered as the cauſe of 
his weakneſs as well- as of all the other 
ſymptoms, Wy 

The appearance _ the fore giving cauſe 
to think that it might be venereal, I men- 
tioned this to the ſurgeon in attendance, 
as well as to my patient, with a view to 
diſcover whether from the hiſtory of the 
caſe, and from his previous courſe of life, 
there was any ground for ſuſpicion. The 
anſwer which I received to this inquiry 
was, that ſoon after the firſt appearance 
of this ulcer, about three years before the 
time of my being conſulted, an ulcer had 
appeared in his throat, accompanied with 
ſome other ſymptoms of ſyphilis. For the 
removal of theſe he had been put under 4 
long courſe of mercury, which appeared to 
os Prone 


eg. 1x. as inducing other, - Diſſes. 4-2 


prove fuceefefal ; and as | he has not Sande 
that period run any riſk of being infect- 
ed he did not ſuppoſe it poſſible that the 
ulcer upon his ſhoulder, or any of his 
other ſymptoms, could be yenereal. Hav- 6 
ing found, however, that the mercury, 
although long continued, had never been 
given in greater quantities than to render 
the mouth moderately ſore, and that for 
a conſiderable time an eruption reſem 
bling venereal blotches had prevailed over 5 
his breaſt and arms, I did not heſitate to 
fay that the infection had not been eradi- 
cated, and that he ought immediately to 
enter upon a full courſe of Mercury. | 
The chief objection to this was the de- 


bilitated ſtate of our patient, and the 


quickneſs of pulſe, with other ſymptoms 
of fever, which prevailed in a very conſi- 
derable degree, the pulſe at this time beat- 
ing upwards of 130 in a minute. Even 
theſe conſiderations, however, did not de- 
ter me from adviſing a trial of mercury; 
having even at that time ſeen more than 
one caſe of a ſimilar nature, where the lungs 
| „„ were 
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were e affected, a; in which a 
cure was obtained by mercury; and 
judging from the whole hiſtory of the 
caſe, that the phthiſical ſymptoms might 
be kept up by the ſyphilitic virus, I ob- 
ſerved to our patient, that if my conjec- 
ture was well founded, theſe ſymptoms, as 
well as the others, would gradually abate 
on the mercury taking effect. I alſo ſaid 
to his friends, that, in ſuch circumſtances, 
the mercury could not add much to his 
hazard, however ſeverely i it might operate, 
the nature and ſeverity of his ſymptoms 
being fuch, as gave no cauſe to 1magine 
that he could live above a few weeks, if 
fome unexpected ane en not take 
place. 

The patient himſelf ann: readily ac- 
quieſced, a courſe of mercury was imme- 
diately preſcribed. At firſt he rubbed in 
a drachm of ſtrong mercurial ointment 
every evening. This came to be repeated 
morning and evening; and as his cough 
and fever were not increaſed by it, and 


the ſtate of his mouth enabling him to 
; bear 
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bear it, the quantity at enck application 
Was increaſed at the end of eight days to 
a drachm and a half. The ulcer was dreſ— 
fed with common wax-ointment. About 
the end of a fortnight it became clean, 
which it had never before been, and any 
uncaſineſs with which it had previouſly 
been accompanied was now removed. The 
blotches upon his ſkin had begun to yield, 
and even the febrile ſymptoms, inſtead of 
being increaſed by the mercury, were 
ſomewhat abated. His mouth became 
exceedingly. ſore; but although a good 
deal of ſalivation was excited, the ſame 
quantity of mercury was continued. This 
I was induced to inſiſt upon from our 
having now very ſatisfactory evidence of 
all his ſymptoms being venereal ; for even. 
the cough and purulent expectoration be- 
came moderate in proportion to the quan- 
tity of mercury that was exhibited. By the 
end of the ſixth week the cough was near- 
ly gone; the blotches were almoſt entirely 
removed; the ulcer continued clean and 
much contracted, and his pulſe did not 
e 


— 
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In the courſe of. A fortnight 10 5 this 
time, that is, after he had taken mercury 
for the ſpace of eight weeks, ſcarcely any 
remains of the blotches were perceptible : 
The ſore was reduced to the fourth part 
of its original extent; but about this pe- 
riod it became nearly ſtationary, for which 
it was touched every ſecond or third day 
with lunar cauſtic. At the end of ano- 
ther fortnight it was completely cica- 
triſed; but the infection having been of 
long duration, 1 judged it proper to con- 
tinue the mercury three weeks longer, 
being thirteen weeks in all. He had now 
been many weeks entirely free of cough. 
His pulſe was about its natural ftandard ; 
and as he had been allowed nouriſhing 
diet during the whole courſe, he was even 
confiderably improved in appearance and 
ſtrength. By the beginning of the enſu- 
ing ſummer, he was equally ſtrong as he 
had ever been at any period; and when! 


laſt faw him, about three years ago, he 
| had 
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had continued entirely free both of Lues 
venerea and Phthiſis. e 


In the beginning of January, py 


to town, with ſores on different parts of 


his body and limbs, and he had alſo for 
aſthma, It was chiefly however for the 
ſores that he applied for advice, as he had 


been led to conſider aſthma as a diſeaſe 


was one large ulcer immediately above 


f the great trochanter of the right thigh ; 

5 one upon the middle and moſt prominent 
„ part of each leg, both of which penetrated 
W to the tibia; one upon the breaſt, where 
. the ſternum appeared to be thickened, al- 
|; though not carious; one upon the right 
ag Wl fide, upon the ſeventh and eighth ribs; 
en and a ſmall ſinous ulcer upon the middle 
nd and outfide of the right arm, which, on 
ſu- being probed, was found to run to the ſur- 
he face of the ulna, which was rough for the 
oY ſpace of an inch. Beſides theſe, there were 
he 1 imall ulcers hs the toes of bot 


he 


feet. 


vas deſired to viſit a patient newly « come 


a conſiderable time been diſtreſſed with ; 


for which there was no remedy. There 
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feet. Theſe, as well as the. 8 were 
foul, and diſcharged : a thin, feetid matter; 
and being accompanied with that by line. | 
latous kind of redneſs which frequently 
ſurrounds the margins of venereal ulcers, 
I was thereby. led to ſuſpect them to be 
venereal. The patient mentioned, as rea- 
ſons for thinking that I was miſtaken, 
that theſe ulcers were now of ſeven years 
continuance, and on the ſuſpicion of their 
being venereal that he had taken mercury 
to a conſiderable extent at three different 
times, each courſe having been continued 
for nine or ten weeks; and although he 
had from all the three derived benefit, yet 
none of the ſores had healed by the effects 
of any of them, and that die of them 
had even become worſe ſoon after the laſt 
courſe of mercury was left off. The aſth- 
matic ſymptoms were now of five years 
duration. They began without any ob- 
vious cauſe, and had- gradually become 
more violent, nor had any remedy that 
had been employed for them given! him 


relief, ercepring opium, and even this was 
merely 
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merely 8 Beſides a conſtant dif- 
ficult breathing, he was liable to periodi- 
cal attacks of a more ſevere nature, which 
occaſionally came to ſuch a height as to 
endanger ſuffocation. Theſe occurred moſt 
frequently during ſleep, and for the moſt 
part with much regularity, about. three 
o'clock in the morning. 
Ihe patient, who was now about forty- 
five years of age, acknowledged that in 
his earlier years he had ſuffered much 
from Lues Venerea, but having been led 
to ſuppoſe that he had already taken more 
than a ſufficient quantity of mercury, he 
was now with difficulty perſuaded to en- 
ter on a farther courſe of it. The more, 
however, that I heard of the riſe and pro- 
greſs of his diſeaſe, the more I was con- 
vinced of its being venereal ; for beſides 
the appearances of the ſores which I have 
mentioned, I found upon inquiry that he 
had never taken a full courſe of mercury; 
for although it had always rendered his 
gums ſore, he had never uſed it in ſuch 
Wantities as to require confinement. Nei- 
55 ther 
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1 — bad a any of the W ieh had 
been made to cure. the ſores by external 
applications proved ſucceſsful. A great 
variety had been employed, but although 
ſome of theſe had rendered the ulcers 
clean, and procured a diſcharge of better 
matter, no permanent advantage had ever 
x enſued from them. N 
Theſe confiderations determined me to 
give a deciſive opinion on the. propriety 
of his taking mercury in larger quantities 
than he had ever as yet done. This in- 
duced him to agree to it, and he entered 
upon the courſe on the 14th of January. 
At firſt he rubbed in a drachm of mercu- 
rial ointment every night, and took one 
of the blue pills evening and morning. 
In the courſe of eight days he uſed two 
drachms of the ointment daily, and the 
fame number of pills were continued till 
his mouth became fully ſore, and a good 
deal of ſalivation was induced, which hap- 
-pened at the erid of a fortnight. At this 
period the pills were left off, and only A 


12 drachm of the ointment employed daily. 
a: The 
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The com Wax ointment Was applied 
to the ſores, and renewed: morning! and : 
evening. VVVVVVVVVVVTVV Hiro TREND 
Till he entered] upon; 5 0 dert 985 
ſores had at all times given him much un- 
eaſineſs, They had never produced acute 
pain, but they were accompanied with an 
uneaſy; itchy ſenſation, which frequently 
depriyed him entirely of reſt. Before the 
end of the third week this was completely 
removed; the ſores were become clean, 
and the diſcharge of a better conſiſtence; 
at the ſame time that his aſthmatic ſymp- 
toms were by no means ſo ſevere. As by 
this he was convinced of the propriety of 


the courſe of mercury, he readily. ſubmit- 


ted to the diſtreſs and inconveniencyj 


which it produced, and kept his mouth 
fully affected during the whole time of it. 
By the beginning of March, that is, after. 
having taken mercury. for nearly ſeven 
weeks, all the ſores were entirely healed 
excepting that upon the outſide of the 
thigh, and thoſe upon the legs. Even 
thele were much diminiſhed, and the cure 

. in | 
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in all the unde ſcemed to be evtarded only 

by the ſtate of the bones beneath, which 

were found to be denuded of the perio- 
ſteum, and even in ſome Parts rough. 
Theſe, as well as the” others, had been 
dreſſed with mild wax ointment from the 
 Keft, and if it was not the laying open the 
 flhus/upon the fore-arm, no farther atten- 
tion-had been given to any of them. He 


now breathed. eaſily, and had not experi- 


enced any ſevere fit of aſthma from the 
time that his mouth became firſt com- 
pletely ſore: with mercury. 
The courſe was onride 4 in the ſme 
degree to the'end of the thirteenth week; 
when, judging from the quantity of mer- 
cury that had been uſed, and the regular 
manner in which it had been taken, that 
the virus by which his diſeaſe ſeemed to 
-have been produced muſt be eradicated, I 
defired. it to be left off. His aſthma was 


OY entirely. gone, and all the ſores continued 


firm and well, excepting the three that I 
have mentioned. I now ſuppoſed, how- 
ever, that theſe were kept up entirely by 
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the carious bones on ick they were 
ſeated; and As a cure could not be Jooked 
for till the di ſeaſed parts exfoliated, and 
as this wight Probably be tedious, I Advi- 
ſed him, as [oon as he could with ſafety 
venture upon a journey, to go home, and 
to do nothing with a view to the ſores but 
to dreſs regularly with red precipitate 
ointment, in order to prevent the growth 
of a fungus with which all the three were 
covered. This, with the occafional uſe 
of calcined allum, prevented the fungus 
from becoming large; but it was not till 
a year had elapſed that any of the ſores 
healed. About this period an extenſive 5 
exfoliation appeared to be coming away 
from the tibia of the right leg. He now 
came to town, and by cutting into it I got 
it eaſily out, and the ſore healed in a fort- 
night, The fore on the other leg healed 
in a, fimilar manner, at the end of three 
or four months, after a ſmall ſpiculated 
portion of the tibia had come away, but 
the ulcer upon the trochanter has not 
healed, Several ſmall pieces of bone have 
from 


bone, I think it better to truſt to time 
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From time to time come a ay from it; 
but 1 conclude that more muſt be An 
out before a firm cicatrix will form; 3 for 
although now reduced to the appearance 
of a narrow ſinus, which frequently heals, 
it always burſts out again. It is not, how- 
ever, productive of much inconvenience; ; 
and on account of the ſituation of the 


alone, than by means of any operation to 
attempt to promote the exfoliation of the 
diſeaſed parts. No return of aſthma has 
taken place, and he is now, in che month 
of January 179), in good health. 

In the month of May 1789, I was de- 
Food to viſit a patient, by trade a brewer, 
aged. forty, and very corpulent. For ſe- 
veral years he had been liable to periodi- 
cal fits of aſthma, and during all that pe- 
riod his breathing had-been difficult, in- | 
ſomuch that he had for the moſt part been 
obliged to ſleep nearly in an erect poſture, 
He had been liable to frequent and very 
diſtreſsful palpitation of the heart, and 


Bis Pulle was at all t times e and ir- 
regular, 
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regular. Other practitioners had previ 
ouſly been called, and, as is uſual in ſuch 
caſes, different opinions were formed of 
the cauſe of the diſeaſe. By ſome it was 
conſidered as gout; others judged it to 
proceed from hydrops pectoris, while by 


ſome it was ſuppoſed to conſtitute what of 


late has been termed Angina Pectoris. 
The patient himſelf, however, was of opi- 
nion, that all his ſymptoms originated 
from what he termed an ill- cured Pox. 
He informed me that in his earlier years 
he had ſuffered much from frequent at- 
tacks of ſyphilis, and not having taken 
mercury in a regular manner; particular- 
ly from the laſt attack, and to which this 


alfection of his breathing had ſucceeded : 


From this he was convinced that the virus 
had not been eradicated. _ NEE 
No evident ſymptom of Lues Venerea, 
however, could be diſcovered ; ſo that I 
could not venture to adviſe a courſe of 
mercury as my patient wiſhed me to do. 
Purgatives, diuretics, and bliſters, were 
repeatedly employed, but with no advan-' 
Vor. II. . tage; 
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tage; and ſome relief being derived from 
opiates, he was at laſt induced to truſt en. 
tirely to a large doſe of laudanum taken 
at bed-time, and a leſſer doſe in the morn. 
ing. In this ſitpation I left him in the 
month of September, nor had I again oc- 
caſion to ſee him till the month of April 
1790, when I was called on conſultation 
with the ſurgeon of the family, for an ul. 
cer which two months before had appear- - 
ed upon the right ſide of the noſe, At 
firſt this ulceration was ſo inconſiderable 
as ſcarcely to excite his attention; but, as 
it ſoon began to ſpread, various applica- 
tions were employed, from the mildeſt to 
the ſtropgeſt eſcharotics; but although 
theſe, with the occaſional uſe of lunar 
cauſtic, had proved uſeful, by preventing 
the growth of fungus which had previouſ- 
ly prevailed, {till the fore continued to ex- 
tend, and at this time had {pread to the 
oppoſite fide of the noſe, Upon inquiry 
found that in the month of November, 
ſome days after expoſure to infection, a 
| chancre had e upon the glans pe- 


nis; 
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nis; but as it healed by being twice touch- 
ed with cauſtic, and which he had done 
without the knowledge of his ſurgeon, he 
had not thought it neceſſary to enter _ i 
che uſe of mercury, 
At this time the aende; of | breathing: 
and diſtreſsful palpitation of the heart 
were more ſevere than they had ever been 
at any period; but the account which I 
had received of this recent infection, the 
progreſs which the ulcer was daily ma- 
king, and the inefficacy which had already 
been experienced of local applications, de- 
termined me to adviſe an immediate and 
full courſe of mercury. Being informed 
that mercury did not readily affect him, 


ar 

no both the internal and external uſe of it 
ul. vas adviſed ; ſo that in the courſe of ten 
„ lays his mouth was rendered as fore as 
the he could poſſibly bear it, and he ſalivated 
ziry se the quantity of between two and three 


Lngliſth pints a-day. The ſore was dreſ- * 
ſed with common wax ointment. bad 


5 pe- In the courſe of three weeks from his 
nis; ntering upon the uſe of mercury the ſore 


A Was 
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was. Loatorably diminiſhed; an at che 
end of fix weeks it was entirely heal; but 
to the ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction of all con. 
cerned, all his other ſymptoms became 
better on the mercury taking effect. The 
| difficulty of breathing was ſoon much re- 
lieved, the palpitation vaniſhed entirely, 
and the pulſe fell to its natural ſtandard. 
It was ſeveral weeks before the aſthmatic 
affection left him entirely, but this hap- 
pened before the end of the courſe, which 
was continued to the end of the third 
month; and he has not ſince that period 
5 experienced any return of his diſeaſe. 
In this laſt caſe it may be a queſtion 

"whether the patient laboured under f). 
philis at the time when 1 firſt ſaw him or 
not; He himſelf imagined chat he did; 
and on finding afterwards that the diſeaſe 
in his breaſt was completely removed b 
mercury, when employed for a more 
gbyi0us ſymptom of the diſeaſe, I came 
alſo to be of the ſame opinion, and thi: 
induced me to give the mercury in lar 


ger quantity, and to continue it longe 
tha 
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hs I mould Le done fol the cure of a 
recent infection | 

In March 1787, 1 was Conn by : a 
vida of fortune in the. ſouth of Eng- 
land. His caſe was deſcribed to be a ſe⸗ 
vere degree of rheumatiſm, with which 


e he had been affficted for tlie ſpace of eigh- 
J. teen months. After much expoſure to cold 
d. and wet weather in the courſe of hunting, 


he was attacked with ſevere pains in all 
his joints, particularly in the ſhoulders, 
wriſts, knees, and ancles. Theſe continu- 
ed in ſome degree from the firſt approach 
of the diſeaſe, but he had occaſionally 
been diſtreſſed with ſevere pains in his 
back, loins, and hip-joints, to ſuch a de- 
gree as not to be able to move for two or 
three weeks together but with an unſup- 
portable increaſe of pain. His fingers 
and toes alſo became ſwelled and painful; 
and as the balls of the great toes had been 
morq particularly pained, his diſeaſe by ſome 
cam had been conſidered as gout. When I was 
conſulted the joints of his fingers were ſo 
much ſwelled that he could not: even fign 
4:1 3 his 


486 TH: Of Le Venerea Ch. IV. 


his name, bur the chief dnl of his di. 
ſtreſs at this time was a ſwelling of his 
right knee. The ſwelling and pain in his 
other joints had at different periods pre- 
vailed in various degrees; they even at 
times left him entirely; but the right 
knee had continued ſwelled and painful 
from the firſt, and at this period it was 
repreſented as being nearly double the 
fize of the other. There was accordingly 
much tenſion, and a very extenſive fluctu- 
| ation had for ſeyen or eight weeks been 
VE diſcovered i in the ſuperior part of the tu- 
| OE mour. The ſkin, however, was no where 
diſcoloured. He was now in his thirty- 
ſecond year. When firſt attacked he was 
full and vigorous, but now much emacia- 
ted. His pulſe, however, was good ; for 
although, for a conſiderable time, a good 
deal of fever prevailed, it had now left 
him entirely, his ſkin was cool, and his 
pulſe beat between en and eighty in 
A ĩ -; f 
The remedies he had employed” were 
theſe: At firft he was 1 blooded; 
the 
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the u parts had been rubbed with a 
variety of ſtimulating applications, ſuch as 
volatile linement and tincture of canthari- 
des, and bliſters had been frequently ap- 
plied. He had taken Janies's powders, 
camphor, and opium ; but the latter being 
che only remedy from which he derived 
relief, the others had long been laid aſide. 
Sixty drops of laudanum taken at bed-time, 
and twenty-five in the morning; kept him 
for the moſt part in tolerable eaſe ; but he 
experienced much diſtreſs whenever theſe 
were omitted. The following is the ad- 
vice which I propoſed to him: 
1. That two drachms of a weak mercu- 
rial ointment, containing only a fifth part 
of mercury, ſhould be rubbed upon the 


a welling of his knee eveniig and morn- 
. ing for the ſpace of twenty minutes each 
18 time, and continued five or fix weeks if 3 it 
4 did not excite ſalivation. 

2. That he ſhould uſe a warm - back of 
5) ſea-water every ſecond night: The whole 
85 body to remain immerſed for the ſpace 
he of twenty-five ——_ or half an hour, 


and 


I' 14 


IF 


4 
* 
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and a quantity of che water to FRY Pour: 
ed from the height of three or four feet 
* the Myclled knee at da time of ne 

3. Inſtead of laudanum at healing 


that he ſhould take fifteen or mY: Brains 


of Dovar's powder. 
4. That he ſhould wear F next bis 
ſkin, not only upon the diſeaſed 0 but 
over his whole body. 
F. If by thefe means the felling did 
not abate in the courſe of four or five 


weeks, that bliſters ſhould” be applied ts 


it; the firſt where the fluctuation was dif- 


covered, and the others alternatel y on each 


ſide of the joint. 
I heard again from him in a month 


of June, when he informed me that he had 


been prevented from uſing the mercury | 
by a phyfician who was conſulted on the 


receipt of my opinion. Being afraid that 
his debility might be increaſed by the mer- 


cury, he had defired that it might not be 


uſed, but all the other parts of the courſe 


which I had pointed out had been com- 
| plied 


th 


plied with. His general ſtate of health was 
better, and by the uſe of the warm bath and 


Dovar's powder his pains had been much 
relieved, but they always recurred on 
theſe remedies being laid aſide, and the 


ſwelling of the knee was nearly in the 
fame ſtate as when he firſt applied to me. 
Beſides this, he had been attacked with a 


painful ſwelling on the Upper part of his 


right ſhoulder, which, after becoming red 


and tender, had ended in an extenfive 
foul ulcer. This giving riſe to much 
anxiety, for the ſore was daily penetra- 


ting to a greater depth, he was particular- 
ly ANXIOUS to have {ome _—_— n | 


In return to this, I deftred that tha mer- 


cury might ſtill be employed with a view 


to remove or leſſen the ſwelling of the 
knee, and I gave him formulæ of diffe- 
rent ointments as dreſſings for the fore on 
the ſhoulder. I ſaid, however, that he 


muſt depend chiefly on the ſurgeon in at- 
tendance for the treatment of this ſore; 


but being within forty or fifty miles of 
London, 


4 inducing other Diſeaſes. 4 
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London, I adviſed him, if he aid not bon 
get better, to go there for the advantage 
of a conſultation. N 


month of September, when he arrived in 
Edinburgh. He now informed me that 


he had gone to London on the receipt of 
muy ſecond letter, and that he had been 


inſide of the ſwelled knee; and different 
ointments had been given him to apply in 


| Having continued, however, under the 


accrued from them, he determined at laſt 
_ were ſtill very univerſal, almoſt every 


| joint being more or leſs fwelled, but they 
were not any where ſo ſevere as they had 


Vas perceived, reaching from the patella, 


I did not hear of im again till the 


adviſed to the uſe of guaiacum ; a deep- 
ſeated pea iſſue had been inferted on the 
ſucceſſion to the ſore on the ſhoulder, 


regular application of theſe for upwards 
of two months, and no advantage having 


on coming here. The pains over his joints 


CO — — 


at firſt been. The ſwelling on the knee 
was very conſiderable, and a fluctuation 


beneath the rectus muſcle, nearly to the 
middle 


Sect. IX. as inducing other Diſeaſes. 491 


middle of the thigh. The ſkin, however, 
was not diſcoloured, and the joint was {till 
in ſome degree capable both of flexion and 


extenſion. But the ſymptom which gave 


him moſt uneaſineſs was the ulcer upon his 


ſhoulder, which had now extended from 


the top of the ſhoulder over the clavicle, . 
and down to the middle of the humerus, 
It had already deſtroyed ſome part of the 
deltoid muſcle, by which the motion of 
the arm was impeded, and a conſiderable 
portion of the clavicle was become ca- 


rious. | 
This ulcer he had lately been informed 


was ſcrophulous, but as to me: it had the 


appearance of being a venereal ſore, I de- 


cidedly ſaid fo, and on inquiry I found 
that there was {till farther cauſe for ſuſ- 


picion. About three months before he was 


firſt attacked with rheumatiſm two ſmall 
chancres appeared upon the penis, which 
were removed in the courſe of eight or ten 
lays with cauſtic and the uſe of a very 
ſmall « quantity. of mercury. The quan- 
ty he could not. exactly aſcertain, but he 


knew 
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knew that he had not taken it for a week 
and that his mouth had never been be 


the time at which his ſhoulder became 
ſore, an eruption had appeared upon dif. 
ferent parts of his body, particularly 
among his hair and on his breaſt, but 
which till now he had not mentioned, as 
he had not ſuppoſed it to be of any im- 
Portance. This, however, along with the 
other circumſtances of his ſituation, deter- 


cury, to which he the more readily agreed 
from every other remedy having failed 
which hitherto had been tried. 


it October. At firſt half a drachm of the 
blue ointment Was rubbed in evening and 
morning, and one of the blue pills, with 
two grains of opium, were given at bed- 
time. The opium was neceſſary not only 


tient having been in the habit of taking 
it. Art the end of ten days, as the mouth 
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„ 


with it. I alſo found, that nearly about 


mined me to adviſe a full courſe of mer- 


He entered upon this courſe on the fixth 


for preventing purging, but from the pa- 


was not affected, nor any other ſymptom 
| produces 


ELF by the mercury, hes quantity 
both of pills and ointment was doubled. 
This, in the courſe of a fortnight, render-- 
ed the mouth exceedingly ſore, and pro- 
duced ſome falivation ; but the uneaſineſs 
excited by this was amply compenſated 
by the relief which during this period he 
had obtained. Although the pains in his 
joints had previouſly abated they hadsſtill 
given him much diſtreſs. This was al- 
moſt entirely removed in the courſe of a 
day or two after his gums became fore ; 
and being anxious to avoid the habit of 
taking opium, I found at the end of ano- 
ther week that he had left it off, and that 
he ſlept better without it than he had done 
for two years before. Still the knee con- 
tinued nearly of the ſame ſize, but the 
fore on the ſhoulder was much better. 
Under the ſame dreſſings which he had 
for ſome time been uſing, the ſurface of 
the ſore ſoon became clean; the diſcharge 
was of a better conſiſtence, and much leſs 
offenſive, and in ſome parts new granula- 


tions had begun to be 15 
The 


pletely ſore during the whole period, and 
during the courſe of the laſt of theſe 
months he drank daily an Engliſh quart 
of a ſtrong decoction of ſarſaparilla, guai- 
joints, particularly thoſe of the fingers, 


knee was conſiderably reduced. The ſore 


one half of its former ſize, and at the end 


vicle. At this time too the knee had aſ- 


was not only much leſſened, but the fluc- 
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The mercury was continued in ſuch 
quantities to the end of the third month 
as was neceſſary to keep the mouth com- 


acum, and mezereon *. At the end of fix 
weeks all the ſwellings of the ſmaller 


were removed, and even the fulneſs of the 
on the ſhoulder was already contracted to 
of another fortnight the whole was cica- 
triſed excepting thoſe parts of it that were 
ſeated upon the carious part of the cla- 
ſumed a very different appearance. It 
tuation above the patella was entirely 


gone. No application had been made to 
it but a Portion of the mercurial ointment, 


which | 


* Vide Appendix, Vol. I. No. 47. 
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which, morning and evening, Was rubbed 
upon it. In the courſe of the tenth week, 
a thin, long exfoliation took place from 2 
the clavicle, and the ſmall ſore which re- 
mained healed in a few days thereafter. 
He continued here for ſeveral weeks after 
the courſe was over, and on going away, 
although the knee was about an inch in 
circumference larger than the other, it 
gave him no uneaſineſs, not even in walk- 


S, Wing; but a very conſiderable degree of 

c Wl tiffneſs remained in the joint of the right 

re houlder, and which I informed him 

0 might probably continue for a2 g e a 
id length of time, perhaps even for life, 

A- owing to a conſiderable part of the del- 

Te WM toid muſcle being deſtroyed by the ulcer. 

a- Wn order to leſſen this ſtiffneſs as much as 

aſe. | poſſible, I defired, as ſoon as the ſkin was 

It ufficiently firm to admit of it, that the. J 
ic whole ſhoulder and arm ſhould be rubbed, 

-ly erening and morning, with ſome emollient 

to oil, and if not relieved, that he ſhould go 

nt, io Bath, and have the warm waters of 


ich 


hat place pumped upon it. I found, 
x however, 
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moſt frequent cauſe of that diſeaſe, while 
no {ſymptom occurred that had any ap- 
pearance of being venereal till theſe pains 


though in every other reſpect he conti. 
nued well, that his ſhoulder remained in 
nearly the ſame ſtate as at firſt. 
Many caſes have fallen under my care 
of venereal pains which reſembled rheu- 
matiſm ſo much that it was difficult to 
diſtinguiſh of what nature they were; 
but in a great proportion of theſe, circum- 
ſtances were diſcovered upon 1nquiry, by 
which the diſtinction was ſufficiently well 
marked. In this, however, as well as in 
ſome others with which I have met, the 
ſymptoms were for a long while ſo evi- 
dently rheumatic that there was no cauſe 
to ſuppoſe that they were venereal. Ve- 
nereal pains almoſt univerſally fix upon 
the middle parts of the limbs; very rarely 
upon the joints only. Now in this caſe 
the joints only were affected, as very com- 
monly happens in rheumatiſm, and the 
patient had been much expoſed to the 


had 


had continued upwards of twenty. months, 
The ulcer on the ſhoulder was the firſt 


P that created ſuſpicion; for when 


preſcribed the mercurial ointment, it 
was not, I muſt acknowledge, from think- 
ing that the patient was infected with 
Lues Venerea, but from experience of its 
utility in ſimilar affections of the joints 
proceeding from other cauſes. 8 

An officer of the navy, who had ho 
expoſed. to hard ſervice both in the Eaft 
and Weſt Indies, was ſeized with a ſevere 
degree of rheumatiſm in ſpring 1782. At 
firſt the pains were confined to the large 
joints, but afterwards a ſoreneſs prevailed 
over his whole body. He was about for- 
ty years of age, and till this time he ad 
been ftrong and healthy. 

All the remedies uſually ph ies". in 
rheumatiſm were adviſed. Flannel WAS 
applied, and the pained parts were rubbed 
with a variety of ſtimulating applications; 
bliſters were applied to the parts that 
were moſt painful; ſudorifics were uſed 
in various — 3 and in the courſe of 
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the firſt three years he had uſed a great 
variety of baths. He bathed at firſt i in 
warm ſalt water; 1 afterwards he went 
both to Buxton and Bath; and laſt of all 
he had uſed the cold bath. No advan- 
tage, however, was obtained from any of 
theſe; and at laſt the only remedy which 
he employed was a large doſe of laudanum 
at bed-time. 
He had frequently been liable to pain 
and ſome degree of fulneſs in the region 
of the liver, which he attributed to his 
reſidence in India. This, however, never 
gave him much uneaſineſs, till the winter of 

| 1785, when a ſoft diffuſed ſwelling, larger 
than it had ever been, and accompanied 
with ſome pain, was perceived exactly on 
the ſite of the liver. The tumour became 
larger, and at laſt a fluctuation of matter 
Was perceived i in it. In this ſituation I 
firſt ſaw him in the month of April; ; and 
the chief reaſon of my being called was 
to judge of the propriety of diſcharging 
| the matter by an operation. This how- 
ever, 1 found to be inadmiſſible. The 
| matter 
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matter lay ſo deep that it did not point ” 
any where, and the fluctuation was very 
obſcurely fate," I therefore in the mean 


time adviſed, that mer cury, which he was 


then taking, ſhould be given in greater 
quantities, ſo as to render his mouth com- 


| pletely ſore, and, as he was much reduced; 
| that his ſtrength ſhould be 2 up with 


light nouriſhing food. 
As he lived at a confi derable diſtance" [ 


did not expect to ſee him again, neither 


did I hear of him till the month of Fe- 
bruary thereafter, when I was again deſired 
to viſit him. A conſiderable change had 
taken place i in the nature of his complaints 
and the following i is the account which I 
received of them. His mouth had been 


| rendered moderately fore with mercury, 
and 1n this ſituation it was kept for three 


weeks ; : but as it then gave him ſevere 
pains in his bowels, accompanied with 
purging, he did not afterwards uſe it in 
ſuch quantities, nor was it judged neceſ- 
ary to do fo, as the ſwelling, for which it 
was preſcribed, was almoſt entirely car- 


Tied 
KE. 


= _ = : : 


— — 
* - _ — 3 
- 2 8 — * 


* 1 > WE nk ERS)» 


ne oped oy, 


ö — 1 ͤ K 


4% Aa 
n 


- 
— 
— — 8 me - 7 : 
— . IN — — 


1 * - — 
ENF, A 


— 


— 
* <5 > — — — 
—— RS: 


— ————— 
— — ——— 


is 
| 
= 


— — — . — — — = 
* 


TT N 
— r 4 
D&S" er ot =. Bos 
xY? — —— I — * " 4 
> F044 


* = . — — 
E E 
2 
_— 


oe | Lues Venerea Ch. IV. 
tied off hoy what. had already been. fone. 
It was therefore given in ſuch a manner 
as his ſtomach and bowels could eaſily 
bear; and- this being continued for the 
ſpace of a month longer, that 1s, for ſix 
or ſeven weeks in all, it was then left off, 


During this courſe of mercury the pains 
which had ſo long diſtreſſed him were 
much leſs ſevere, and at one period they 
teft him almoſt entirely. While the wea- 
ther continued mild in ſammer and har- 
veſt they did not recur ; but about the 
end of October they became more ſevere 
than they had ever before been. A few 
Weeks, however, previous to this, ſymp- 
"4 toms of a more hazardous nature had made 

their appearance. In the month of Sep- 
tember he was attacked with anaſarcous 
fwellings of his legs, and ſoon thereafter 
with aſcites, which, notwithſtanding the 
ufual remedies employed 1 in ſuch cafes, in- 
_ creaſed ſo quickly, that in the courſe of 
ſeven or eight weeks from the firſt ap- 
proach of the ſwelling, it became neceſ- 


ſary to draw the water off from his legs 
by 


' 


WY . as bier e orhes Deaf. | 


by punctures; and py the middle of De: 
cember the diſtenſion of the abdomen was 


to ſuch a degree that the operation of tap 
ping was adviſed. Theſe operations, how- 
ever, had proeured only a temporary re- 
lief; for although the punctures were often 


repeated, his legs, at the time of my being 
called to him, were much ſwelled, and his' 
abdomen more diſtended than at any Pe- 


riod before the operation. 


The chief reaſon, however, for my ad- 


vice being taken at this time, was the ap- 
pearance of ſome hard painful tumours - 
upon his forehead, legs, and arms, one of 


which upon his right arm on the outſide 


of the ulna, and another on the upper 


part of the os frontis, had burſt ſome weeks 


before, and were now diſcharging a con- 


ſiderable quantity of a thin fœtid matter. 
The others, viz. two upon his forehead, one 
upon his left arm, and one upon each leg, 
were become very painful, and thoſe on the 
head were diſcoloured, and contained ſuch 


a quantity of matter as gave reaſon to think 


1 they : alſo would burſt. The rg 
K 
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was at this time much emaciated, but he 
had no fever, and his ſkin was ſofter - and 
his diſcharge of urine more plentiful . 
they generally are in caſes of dropſy. 

As the tumours reſembled. EN} 
nodes, and as the peculiar fœtor of the 
diſcharge from the ulcers, together with 
their ſloughy appearance, gave farther 
cauſe of ſuſpicion, I found, upon inquiry, 

that in September 1781, about fix months 
before he was attacked with rheumatiſm, 
chancres appeared upon his penis, and 2 
bubo in each groin, but that theſe ſymp- 
roms were eaſily removed by the uſe of a 
ſmall quantity of mercury, and a ſhort 
confinement of eight or ten days, and that 

he had not ſince that period run any riſæ 
of infection; that no other ſymptoms gf: 
the diſeaſe had appeared upon him, and 
that the only mercury he had uſed was 
that which was preſcribed for the diſeaſe 
of his liver. e | 
1 now began to ſuſpect that even the 
rheumatiſm with which he had been fo 
loner diſtreſſed was of the e ſyphilitic kind, 


and 
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and my reaſons for doing ſo were. appa- 
rently concluſive. There was full evi- 
dence of infection being communicated, q 
while it did not appear that he had taken 


half the quantity of mercury which the 


nature of the ſymptoms ſeemed to require. 
The pains occurred at ſuch a diſtance 
from the other ſymptoms as tended. to con- 
firm the ſuſpicion. They had not been 


relieved by any of the remedies which in 


the ordinary form of rheumatiſm prove 
commonly uſeful, while for ſome time 
they were almoſt entirely removed by the 
mercury employed for the diſeaſed ſtate 
of his liver. FTheſe conſiderations, con- 
nected with the preſent appearances of the 
tumours and ulcers, determined me to ſay 
that he was poxed, and that he ſhould 
begin to uſe mercury in ſuch a quanti- 
ty as his preſent ſituat ion would bear, im- 
mediately upon the water in his abdomen 
being taken off, and 1 was done that 


very day. 


Being amid in 1 5 . date ak de- 


bilitz of irritating his bowels by the in- 
KRA 8 ternal 
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arms and abdomen. In the courſe of a 


the end of a fortnight he'diſcharged three 
or four Engliſh pints of ſaliva daily. This 


taken, to ſupport him with light nouriſh- 


ter than one in his ſtate of health might 
otherwiſe have been expected to do. At 
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ernal exibleiow of mercury, Be was de- 
fired to uſe it in the form of unction only; 

and his legs being fill much ſwelled and 
tender, Ke was made to rub it upen his 


few days his mouth became fore, and at 


was more than I wiſhed for, ſo that he was 
defired to leſſen the quantity of mercury ; 
but as his pains were foon almoſt entirely 
removed, and the diſtreſs which he Had 
experienced from the tumours and ulcers 
being alſo much leſſened, he was thereby 
ſo much convinced of the propriety of his 
preſent treatment that he was with diff 
eulty prevented from carrying the courſe 
of mercury too far. Care, however, being 


ing food, and with a liberal uſe of wine, 
of which he took a bottle daily, he was 
enabled to bear the effects of mercury bet- 


che end of gilt weeks, . which pe- 
riod 
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riod his meutir Was kept oonſtantly and 
fully affected, he had uſed twelve ounces 
of ſtrong mereurial ointment, His pains 
were now entirely gene; che ulcers were 
cicatriſed; and the tumours ſo: completely 
removed, that excepting thoſe on the fore- 
part of the legs, nene of them had left any 
fulneſs by which their former ſituations 
could be diſcovered. The matter contain- 
ed in thoſe upon the forehead; and which 
7 at one period was juſt ready to burſt out, 
was entirely abſorbed, and only a flight 
8 diſeolouring of the ſkirs remained; but 
, 
$ 


what was ftill more remarkable, no-fwell. 
s ning had as yet occurred in the abdomen; 
j. and the anafarcous fulneſs of his legs and 
ec WM thighs was almoſt entirely gone, although 
o IM the punctures laſt made in them had been 
\- Wl cloſed upwards of three weeks. The mer. 
cury was continued for five weeks longer, 
during which period four ounces of oint- 
ment was rubbed in, by which the mouth 
was kept as ſore as the patient could poſs 
hbly bear it; and when at the end of the 
en week the mercury was left off; 

no 
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diſappeared in the courſe of a few weeks; 


they give much cauſe to think that hydro. 
pic ſymptoms may be induced by the vi- 
rus of Lues Venerea, tend alſo to ſhew 


them as in the cure of any ſymptom of 


have reſided in the Eaſt Indies; and that 
even the moſt advanced ſtages of that diſ- 
eaſe may be removed by a quantity of 


cure of Lues Venerca. It alſo appears, 


den which ſometimes forms in venereal 


so5 Of Lues Venerea Ch. Iv. 


9 


no collection could be un in the 


abdomen; and excepting a ſlight edema 
on the upper p 


art of the feet, they were 
altogether free of Fwelling. Eren this 


and at the end of ſix years, when I laſt | 
heard of him he remained in good. 


health. CIT . 
The 3 of this 4 able 


that mercury given in ſufficient quantity 
will act with equal certainty in removing 


the diſeaſe. They alſo evince the power 


of mercury in the cure of that affection of 
the liver, to which many are liable who 


mercury that will not be ſufficient for the 
from the reſult of this caſe, that the mat- 


nodes 


„ 
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nodes may be wolleGed: in | conſiderable” 
quantity, and yet carried off by mercury. 
t may be proper, however, to remark, 
that where this takes place the tumours 
in which the matter is contained begin 8 
to leſſen almoſt as ſoon as there is evi- 
dence of the mercury having entered the 
ſyſtem; and thatwhen they do not diminiſh,: 
the matter ſhould be diſcharged by a pro- 
per opening, in order to ne it from 
hurting the bone beneath. WR 

About two years ago I was deſired by a 


18 
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ty gentleman to viſit his wife, who I found _ 
ng had been liable for more than a year, to il 
of MW chat ſhe conſidered as ſcorbutic ſpots up- 5 


er MW on different parts of her body, one of 
which, ſeated on the ſternum; had about 
three months before ended in an ulcer. 1 
At firſt the ſore did not exceed the ſize of a 
penny peice ; but at this time it was very 
extenſive, reaching from one mamma to the 
other, and almoſt from the inferior point of 
the ſternum to the top of it. It was foul, 
and diſchazged a thin fœtid ſanies. For 
rods of three years ſhe had been diſ- 


treſſed | 


At 
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relied! an almoſt: a conſtaut n 
occafionally to ſuch a degree, as to de- 
prive her entirely of ſleep for many days 
together, and on ſome occaſions nearly of 
her reaſon. It did not, like the aguiſh 
head-ach, fix upon one ſpot, but affected 
every part of the head alike. She was 
now about thirty years of age, and her 
menſtrual flux regular. Till attacked 
with theſe head-achs ſhe was healthy and 
rather corpulent; but now ſſie was much 
reduced, being almoſt entirely confined 
to bed with the violence of the pain, and 
ſhe. had ſcarcely any deſire for food. 
Blood letting, bliſters, bark, cold-bathing, 
and: a variety of nervous medicines, had 
all been tried in vain. 

The eruption upon the ſkin, as well as 
| hs ulcer on the breaſt, having the true 
venereal aſpect, I inquired at the huſband 
whether he had of late been infected or 
not: He ſaid that he had not, but he 
candidly informed me, that ſoon after his 
marriage, which happened more than fou 


years before, when he had no reaſon 


1 as 
true 
and 
| or 
Be 
r his 


fou 


aſon 
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to think n he was infected, for he had 


no connection with any woman for a fort- 
night before marriage, and after having 
remained well for a Ffortnight thereafter, a 
chancre had appeared upon the prepu- 


tium. Immedi ately upon this, he applied 


to a ſurgeon, and was cured: he had alſo 
every reaſon to think that his wife had 


eſcaped ; for although the complainediof 


ſoreneſs in the pudendum about the ſame 
period, it left her ſo entirely, and without 
any mercury being given, that the ſur- 
geon, by whoſe advice he was directed, 
had aſſured him that it muſt have ariſen 
from ſome other cauſe. He alſo recollec- 
ted that ſoon thereafter a painful tumour 


formed in one of her groins; hut as it alſo 


went off without coming to ſuppuration, 
and without the aſſiſtance of mercury, he 
had not ſuppoſed even that this fymptom 
could be venereal, particularly as ſhe con- 
tinued in perfect health till attacked with 
the head-ach ; and no ſymptom of pox 
bad ever $5; para hn on her, unleſs the 

eruption 
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eruption and ulcer atieugy deſcribed ſhould 
be of that nature. 

From the whole of this hiſtory; tlie pro- 
'bubility: of the wife being infected with 
the venereal diſeaſe, and the neceſſity of a 
mercurial courſe were abundantly evi- 

dent. Mercury was accordingly given. 
Opium, which ſhe had hitherto employed 
for leſſening the violence of her head-ach 
was continued, and the fore was dreſſed 
with common wax ointment. - Her mouth 
became ſore in the courſe of a few days, 
and before the end of a fortnight the was 
under ſome degree of ſalivation. The erup- 
tion ſoon began to leſſen, and the ſore from 
being exceedingly foul became clean and 
florid, at the ſame time that the headachs, 
for which no cure had been expected, left 
her entirely: Her mouth was kept com- 
pletely affected; the blotches diſappeared 
altogether in the courſe of ſix or ſeven 
weeks, but the ulcer was not cicatriſed 
till eleven weeks had elapſed. The mer-! 
cury being continued three weeks  long- 


er was then laid aſide, and neither the 
head- 


head-ach or other ſymptoms have ever 
recurred. wy 


tuation. The account which I received 
of him was, that till his fourteenth year 
he was remarkaly ſtrong and healthy, and 
exceedingly - clever. About that- period 


ſchool, in order to have full attention paid 
to his health. Worms, and a variety of 


8, 

In other cauſes were ſuſpected to give riſe to 
; this ſtate of delicacy, and various reme- 

p Tr eee 5 8 

m dies were employed without effect, when 


laſt he loſt the uſe of one of them entire- 


now much emaciated, but his poll was 


„ ah - 
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In the month of July 1781, a young 
man about ſeventeen years of age, was 
put under my care in a very miſerable ſi- 


he became delicate, and was taken from 


after two years had nearly elapſed, ſores 
appeared on different parts of his body; 
his eyes became tender and inflamed; at 


ly, and about a year before I ſaw him he: 
had been attacked with ſevere fits of epi- 
lepſy, which for the laſt two months had 
fecurred ſeveral times a-day. He was 
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good, and che fits had not impaire 
judgment. 
Till this time he had wma acer; he 
management of a phyſician, : a relation of 
his own, who, conſidering the complaints 
to be ſcrophulous, had prefcribed bark, 
ſteel, cicuta, and ſea-bathing; all of 
which as well as different remedies for 
the epileptic fits, having been tried in 
vain, all hopes of a cure were loſt, and for 
a long while nothing had been done. 
My opinion was aſked on account of the 
ulcers, ſome of which had of late become 
0 painful that large doſes of laudanum 
were required to procure reſt. Beſides 
ſeveral ſmall ulcerated ſpots, there was at 
this time ſeven large foul ulcers on differ- 
ent parts of his body, none of which had 
given him much uneaſineſs while not 
deeper than the cellular ſubſtance; but 
having in different parts penetrated into 
the ſubſtance of muſcles, they began now 
to impede the motion of the parts on 
which they were ſeated, which added 


much to the diſtreſs which they excited. 
| His 


Beet. 1x. as i other Diſeaſes. 51g 3 
His left eye exhibited a very ſingular ap- 


pearance. It was ſomewhat enlarged, and 


that part of the tunica conjunctiva, which 


in a ſtate of health is white, was of a deep 
red colour, while fall the prominent part 


of the cornea oppoſite to the pupil was 


much thickened, and white like paper. 
He ſtill retained the fight of his right eye, 
which; however, was much inflamed, and 
in a ſtate of great irtizebilies i... ©. con 
As the ulcers had the appearance of 5 
ing venereal, particularly one upon the 
right ſide of his noſe, and another on one 
of the temples, where it had penetrated to 
the muſcle, I ſaid ſo to the young man 


himſelf; and he confeſſed that he had _ 


along been afraid of -this, but not being 
certain, and afraid of incurring the diſ- 


| pleaſure of his parents, he had never till 


now, that inquiry was made concerning 
it, had the reſolution to ſpeak of it. The 
information he gave me was, that when 
about fourteen years of age, he was in- 
tected by a woman with whom he had 
connection, and that his ſymptoms were 
Yor. II. Et ſores 
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ſores upon \ the penis and a 1 in the 
groin, Theſe by the uſe of mercury which 
he received from a young man, at that time 
a ſtudent in this univerſity, were removed; 
but as he had not taken it in a regular 
manner, and only in ſmall quantity, he 
had always entertained ſuſpicions of the 
1 ſymptoms which enſued being the conſe- 
| quence of this infection. I now decidedly 
ſaid that he ought immediately to take 
mercury, and he entered upon the uſe of 
it that very evening. It was employed 
in the form of unction, and all the ſores, 
excepting that upon his noſe, were dreſſed 
with common cerate, the only application 
which hitherto had been made to them, 
As the ulcer upon his noſe had already be- 
gun to disfigure his face, I adviſed it to 
be touched with cauſtic every ſecond or 
third day, i in order ta ſtop the progreſs of 
the diſcaſe as quickly as poſſible, and be- 
ſides this it was dreſſed with baſilicon and 

precipitate. As the mercury did not rea- 

dily affect his gums he was deſired to take 
two of the blue pills every night, and to 
continue 
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continue the fame quantity of ointment 
which he had uſed from the firſt, namely, 
a drachm evening and morning. In the 
ſpace of three weeks from the commence- 


ment of this courſe a conſiderable ſaliva- 775 


tion was induced, which Was afterwards 
kept up by the unction alone till the end 
of the fifteenth week. The ulcers became 
clean, and put on a healing appearance 
ſoon after the mouth became ſore, and by 
the end of the ninth Week they were all 
cicatriſed; but the infection having been 
of long duration, and the ſymptoms more 
inveterate than PE I did not think it 
proper to adviſe the uſe of mercury to be 
ſooner left - 
The moſt remarkable circumſtance, 
however, i in this caſe was, the cure which 
took place during the courſe of mercury, 
of the fits of epilepſy. In leſs than three 
weeks the fits became leſs frequent, and 
not ſo violent as they had been before, and 
by the end of the fixth week they did not 
recur above once in three or four days. 


Long before the courſe was finiſhed they 
"42-25 vaniſhed 


| | dily affect his gums he Was deſired to take 
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ſores upon vibes penis and a reelling. in the 
_ groin, Theſe by the uſe of mercury which 
he received from a young man, at that time 
a ſtudent in this univerſity, were removed; 
but as he had not taken it in a regular 
manner, and only in ſmall quantity, he 
had always entertained ſuſpicions of the 
ſymptoms which enſued being the conſe- 
quence of this infection. I now decidedly 
ſaid that he ought immediately to take 
mercury, and he entered upon the uſe of 
it that very evening. It was employed 
in the form of unction, and all the ſores, 
excepting that upon his noſe, were dreſſed 
with common cerate, the only application 
which hitherto had been made to them, 
As the ulcer upon his noſe had already be- 
gun to disfigure his face, I adviſed it to 
be touched with cauſtic every ſecond or 
third day, i in order ta ſtop the progreſs of 
the diſcaſe as quickly as poſſible, and be- 
ſides this it was dreſſed with baſilicon and 
precipitate, As the mercury did not rea- 


to of che blue pills every night, and to 
continue 
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: continue the ſame quantity of ointment 
| which he had uſed from the firſt, namely, 
a drachm evening and morning. In the 
ſpace of three weeks from the commence- 

ment of this courſe a conſiderable ſaliva- 

tion was induced, which was afterwards 
kept up by the unction alone till the end 
of the fifteenth week. The ulcers became 
clean, and put on A healing appearance 
ſoon after the mouth became ſore, and by 
the end of the ninth week they were all 
cicatriſed ; but the infection having been 
of long duration, and the ſymptoms more 
inveterate than 3 did not think it 
proper to adviſe the uſe of mercury to be 
ſooner left off. 

The moſt remarkable circumſtance, 
however, in this caſe was, the cure which 
took place during the courſe of mercury, 
of the fits of epilepſy. In lefs than three 
weeks the fits became leſs frequent, and 
not ſo violent as they had been before, and 
by the end of the ſixth week they did not 
recur above once in three or four days. 


Long before the courſe was finiſhed they 
Ft 112 . __ vaniſhed 
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eine entirely, 1 nor Was he ever - dif. 


treſſed with them afterwards. His left 


eye ſtill continued white and opaque, but 


the inflammation of the other being re- 


moved, he ſoon recovered the free power 
of viſion of which he had long been de- 


A married lady, twenty-ſix years of 
age, after being for ſome time diſtreſſed 
with ſeyere head-achs, was attacked with 
epileptic fits, which at firſt were neither 
frequent nor ſevere, but recurred at laſt 
ſo often that ſhe was commonly ſeized 
with three, four, or eyen more, daily. 
Preparations of copper and other remedies 
were employed without effect. In other 
reſpects her health was good, till at laſt, 
after the fits had been more than uſually 
ſevere for eight or ten days, ſhe became 
ſuddenly lunatic, from which time the 
epilepſy did not recur. 

In this fituation ſhe was kept at "home 
for three or four months, but there being 
no proſpect of a recovery, ſhe was at laſt 
put under the care of a family accuſtomed 

| te 
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to che 1 of FSH ot Her keepers 
being deſired to apply to me in the event 
of. her health requiring particular atten- 
tion, I was called to her after ſhe had re- 
mained with them about two years, in or- 
der to give directions for the management 
of ſome ſores which appeared in different 
parts of her body a conſiderable time be- 
fore. Beſides ſeveral ſmall foul ulcers 
upon her toes and feet, there was one upon 
the wriſt of her right arm; one upon her 5 
ide, which had penetrated nearly to the 
ribs, and two upon the upper and back 
part of her head, where the cranium was. 
found to be carious. ' Theſe ulcers they 
informed. me, Were preceded by an erup- 
tion, which they conſidered to be ſcorbu- 
tic, but which I found upon inſpection to 
be venereal. On this being ſtated to her 
huſband he acknowledged that ſhe might 
have been infected by him, but as ſhe had 
never complained of any of the ſymptoms 
of Lues n he had hoped: that ſhe. 
had ee 2 
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pole would have 0 confidetable." F ind- 
ing that ſhe was fond of oatmeal porridge, 

| the was allowed to take them both to 

breakfaſt and ſupper, and with each meal 

her keeper was defired to mix a ſpoon- 
ful of a watery ſolution of corroſive ſub- 

| limate, in which was contained three 
quarters of a grain of this preparation. 


| nearly the end of the third week, when 
ber breath became affected, and her gums 


n 
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quantity of mercury was continued, no 
ſalivation took place. Simple dreſſings 
were applied to the ſores. It became neceſ- 
ſary, however, to make an inciſion along 4 
| conſiderable part of the left parietal bone, 
in F Poder” to Is a N of fœtid 


/ | . z 


A courſe of mercury was adviſed, but 
lite lunacy being of the moſt unmanape. 
able kind, the could not be made either 


to ſwallow the medicine, or to admit of 
the uſe of it by unction. The latter might 


have been done by r uy ihe: txvuble 


No obvious effect appeared from it till 


ſore and ſpongy; but although the ſame 


WW matter 
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matter lodging between the teguments 
and a portion of that bone, Which was ca- 
rious. All the reſt of the fores ſoon put 
on 4 healing appearance. In the courſe of 
nine weeks they were completely healed, 
and during this period the maniacal ſymp- 
toms alſo abated. In three weeks there - 
after ſhe became perfectly well, and no 
appearance of lunacy has ſince taken 
place, although ſeveral years have elapſed. 
The ſore upon the left ſide of the head 
continued open for eight or nine months 
after the mercurial courſe was finifhed, 
owing to an extenſive exfoliation from the 
parietal bone, which could not” poſlibly be 
accompliſhed. ſooner. F 

_ Theſe, as I have already ry rs are 
only a few of a conſiderable number of 
cafes of a ſimilar nature which I might 
relate; but as the evidence which theſe 
afford may be conſidered as ſufficient for 
eſtabliſhing. the opinions that I have ven- 
tured to ſuggeſt, any farther argument 


would be unneceſſary. The hiſtories 5 


which I have given are in proof, that the 
L 14 res | 
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9 philitic virus may remain for a great 

length of time in the ſyſtem, without pro- 

ducing any of the ordinary ſymptoms of 

Lues Venerea: That other diſeaſes alto- 
gether different from Lues Venerea in the 
form under which it uſually appears, are, 
in ſome inſtances, induced by this virus. 
That the quantity of mercury commonly 
given in what is termed an alterative 
courſe may be ſufficient for curing the 
exiſting ſymptoms of Lues Venerea, and 
yet altogether inadequate, however long 
continued, for removing the diſpoſition. 
And laſtly, although an alterative courſe, 
as it is termed, may repeatedly fail, that 
the ſyphilitic diſpoſition, as well as the 
worſt ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, may be re- 
moved by the proper exhibition of a full 
my of nn 
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mulæ of all the medicines enume- 


IE following Appendix contains for- 


4 


rated i in this volume, as well as of others 


occaſionally employed by other practition- 
f Lues Venerea. 


R. Olei olivarum, 


- 


ers in the cure o 


bend 


4 * 


U 


No. _ Empla rum bydrar 1 ri, vulgo, Emplaſ. 


4 


* . 


- 


* 


4 


# 4 


* 


trum cæruleun, vel mercuriale, 
_ Pharm 5 Edin. 


* 


1 


Refine albæ, utriuſque partem unam; 
_ Hydrargyri partes tres; 
Emplaſtri lythargyri partes ſex. 


— 


Cum oleo et reſina, liquefactis ſimul, et 
dein refrigeratis, teratur hydrargyrus, do- 
nee evaneſcant globuli; tum paulatim ad- 
datur 


* 


* 


522 Appendix. 
| datur emplaſtrum lythargyri liquefactum, 


et omnia accurate miſceantur. 12 


No. 2. = TIBOR joke Para vulgo, 
Duqęuentum mercuriale. Pharm. Lond. 
E purif. P. libras duas; : 


Adepis ſuille præparatæ P. un- 
ceias tres et viginti; 8 
Sevi ovilli preparati P. unciam 
unam. . 
Tere primum rann 6 cum foro: xt 
tantillo adepis ſuillæ, donec globuli viſum 
fugerint; dein adde quod reliquum eſt 
adepis, ut fiat unguentum. £ 


| Unguentum bydrargyri mms. 

. Unguenti hydrargyri fortioris 
partem unamz 

Adepis ſuillæ Preparatæ 8 
duas: miſce. 
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8 No. 3. Pille lydrargyri, lie” Pilule 
1 mercuriales. Pharm. Edin. 


. Krane, 85 
Wy Manna, 
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Manne, utriuſque unciam unam; 
Pulveris eee uncias 
„ due 
Tere e cum manna in mls 
vitreo, donec illius globuli viſum penitus 
effugerint, addito prout opus fuerit, mueci- 
laginis gummi arabici aliquantulo; dein 
pulverem glycyrrhizæ adjice, et aqua fiat 
maſſa, ſtatim dividenda in pilulas quadrin- 
gentas ee + EB) 


No. 4. Solurtd mercurii e u 

Plenl's Holut ion. 1. 

K. Mercurii vivi depuratiſſimi 31 31. 
Gummi Arabici 3ii. 


Terantur invicem in mortario lapides; 


— 


18 addito medio, cochleari aquæ fumariæ, 
donec mercurius penitus diſpareat in mu- 
mY cum. Exacte ſubactis Aike ſenſim 
. conterendo, 3 
Fyrupi Ke 4 „ 
le Agquæ fumariæ zviii. 
: sum. mane et veſpere, cochlearia duo. 
" | Solutio 
IT, . 


Appendix. In 


' Solutio Mercurii alia. ; 
B. Hydrargyri. puriſſ i sii 
| Gummi Arabici 3ſs. 
8 in invicem in mortario Iapides; ad: 
dito medio, cochleari aque, donec hy- 
drargyrus in mucum diſpareat. Huie 
ſubacto A e 
. | Aque fontance Fx. WEN COT. 


No. 5. 14 Mel Mereariale. 5 
K. Mellis; 3 
Hydrargyri, utriuſque 1 unciam ; 
eral in mortario marmoreo donec 
hyd rargyri ee 27 appareant. 


No. 6. Hydrargyrus cum Greta, vulgo, Mer- 
curius alkaliſatus, Ph. Lond. 
R FHydrargyri purificati uncias 
tres; 45 . 

Cretæ preparatæ uncias s quinque. 

Tere ſimul, donec webe viſum * 


8 


| No. 7; 


Tr 
8 


ö 


iu. 


No. 7. gudrun hr. calcinatus, : Sg; Mer- 
curius calcinatus. Ph. Lond. | 
8. Hydrargyri 5 libram 
unam. 
Rpdrart yr in cucurbita vitrea, cut 
fundus planior fit, in balneo arenæ, ca- 
Joris 6000, expone, donec i in 2 pulyerem ru- 


| brum e concreverit. 


No. 8. Hydrargyrus nuriatus ' corroftons, 
1 vulgo, Mercurius ſublimatus cor- 
6 _ rof ous, Ph. Ed. e 

R. Hydrargyri, _ 

Acidi nitroſi Allet utriuſque un- 
clas quatuor; | 
Muri exſiccatæ; 

Ferri vitriolati exficcati, utriuſque 
uncias quinque. 


Solvatur hydrargyrus 1 in acido icroſs, et 


vaporet ſolutio in maſſam albam penitus 


ficcam; dein adde muriam et ferrum vi- 


triolatum. Bene contrita et commixta 


indantur phialz, quam fere dimidiam i im. 


Heat; 1 
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Lag ; et ex arena, primum igne leni, 
en ſenlim duc. füblimentur. 


No. * bene nuriatus mitis, vul. 


0, Calomelas 1 e ve eri 
8 
B.  Hydrargyri muriati SLOW in 
mortario vitreo triti, uncias 
quatuor; NT 
Hydrargyri uncias tres cum ſe- 


miſſe. 


Terantur 3 in mortario vitreo ad ex- 


tinctionem hydrargyri; 3 pulviſque phiale 
oblonge, cujus tertiam tantum impleat 
partem, inditus, ex arena calida ſublima- 


tur. Sublimatione peracta confractaque 


Phiala, pulvis rubens circa fundum et al- 


bicans circa collum ejus pariter rejicien- 


dus eſt, maſſa vero reliqua, ter quatuorve 


dienuo ſublimanda, et in pulverem renuiſſi- 


mum terenda. 


Nc on I o. 1 mercurii © Arcs: | 
R. Mercur. ſublimat. corroſ. 8˙ K. 
Solve i in * vin. Gallic. 3 vi. 


No. I I . 1 e nercurin io ſablats corro- 
f 0. 


| tf dB Mercurii ſublimati oorroſivi, 
E Salis STS;  ubfinſque grana 


decem; 
. Aquæ diſtillate Aci; 30 
5 Conſerve roſarum ſerupulos duos; 
Pulveris radicis glycyrrhize, q- f 
. 6 ut f. maſſa, 1 in Pilulas oRaginta 


0 e e 8 5 w 


e No. 12. Agua n 
Es ' Mercuril ſublimati corroſivi ſoru - 


pulum unum. 
Solve in n aquæ caleis libram unam. 


No. 13. 
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No. 13. eee nirratus e oulgo, 


Mercurius precipitatus ruber, 
Pb. Edin. 

R. Hydrargyri, 
Acidi nitri diluti, utriuſque libram 


Solvatur hiydrargyrus, a lentoque igne 


vaporet ſolutio in maſſam albam ſiccam; 
quæ in pulverem contrita, et cucurbitæ 
vitreæ inditæ, torreatur igne, ſenſim auc- 


to, materia aſſidue bacillo vitreo agitata 


ut æqualiter incaleſcat, donec ejus paux- 


Hum, cochleari vitreo exemptum et re- 


frigeratum, ſquamulas ſplendentes rubras 
exhibeat. Tum vas ab igne removeatur, 


No. 14. Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati, 
| vulgo, Unguentum Citrinum. 
K. Hydrargyri unciam unam; 
Acidi nitroſi, uncias duas; 
Axungiæ porcine libras duas. 


Digere hydrargyrum cum acido nitroſo ſu- 


per arenam calidam, ut fiat ſolutio, quam 
calidiſimam ladhuc miſce cum axungia 
75 porcina 


porct na liquefaQa, et denuo frigeſcente; 
ſtrenue dein miſturam, e in mortario 


vitreo, ut fiat UngrenjalinÞ; 1 Li 


No. ; 15 th ene provipitates cinereus, 
| benen, Zvi mercuru cinereus. 


. N. R 
eee 81 CTR 
8 nitrofi ae paria ron 
dera. „„ 


Miſce ut ſolvatur hydrargyrus ſolurum 


aqua pura dilue, et adde aquæ ammoniæ 


quantum ſatis ſit ad hydrargyrum penitus 
ab acido liberandum; pulvis dein * 
pura lavetur et exſiccatur. 


No. 16. Hydrargyrus i  flavus, 
vulgo, T1 n. minerale. Ph, 


Lond. | 
3. Hydrargyri beben lübram 
unam; A 
Acidi vitriolici uncias quin- 
Yo decem. a1 
vor. II. 1 Mm e Miſta 


Miſta in vile vitreo, gradatim incaleſcan 
donec cotant, et materia igne acri penitus 
exſiccetur. Hæc, plurima aqua diſtillata 
calida affuſa, ſtatim flaveſcet, et in pulve- 

rem fatiſcet, pulverem tere eum hac aqua 
in mortario vitreo. Poſtquam pulvis ſub- 
ſederit aquam effunde, et aqua diſtillata 


lava materiem Cone faporis Expers fuerit. 
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No. I i Pilule = nerrurio avetate, vulgo, 
me” Tyocbhiſci Keyſeri- : 
. Mercurii eee 1 
| Mannz puriſ. 
Pulv. gum. Arab; ads: i. 
Aquæ rofe, q. ſ. ut f. maſſa, in 
pailulas ſexaginta dividenda. 


No. 18. Pilulæ e mercuris tartariſato. 
R. Mercurii tartariſat. 3i. 
Pulv. rad. glycyrrhiz. 
Conſerv. roſæ. utriuſque vii. 
* Mucilogs' gum. Arab. . I. ut Y 
- maſh, in Pilulas ſexa 


3 [ vid enda. | 
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Sulphuris aurat. antimon. utri : 


„ -:; 8 "75... SITE 26 : - 
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Infundantur per horas quatuor, dein ex- 
preſſo liquore probe contundatur radix, 
cui iterum adjice liquorem. Macera per 
horas ſeptem, poſtea coque ad libras duas, 
et fortiter expremendo cola. 


No. 23. Decoctum Fad? mezerci. - 
8. Corticis radicis mezerei drach- 

mam; it 

Radicis elyeyrabins, Arachmas 
duas; 

Aq. fontanæ libras tres. 
Coque ad libras duas. 
Colaturæ, adde 
Syrup. alrher unciam unam. 


No. 24. | Pulvis wert ee ene, vul- 
go, Pulvis Doveri. Pharm. 
Lond. HEH 
R. Ipncacuanha,: 

Opii purificati duri, ſingulorum 
in Pulverem tritorum drach- 
mam unam. 

# Kali vitriolati in pulverem triti 
1 unciam unam. Miſce. 
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No. 25. Unguentum. mercuriale album. - 

Bo. Unguent. zue Ph. Edin. un- 
Cias duas; 3 | = : 

Calomelanos drachmas 50 wm” 

Miſce. : 44 . 


N o. 26. Unguentum nercuriale rubrum. 
hs Unguent. baſilic. Pharm. Edin. 
in UNA 5; - 

Mercur. Precip. rub. pps. drach- 
mas duas. Miſce. 5 


No. FI; Unguentum ex Arugine. 
Unguent. | baſilic. Pharm. Edin. | 
unciam unam; 


Eruginis pulv. ſerupulum u unum. 
Miſce. 98 


No. 28. + he.” he ſaturninum, | 1 
Wh Lond. „ 8 
. Ceruſſæ acetatæ drachmas duas; 3 
Ceræ albæ P. uncias duas; 
Olei olive M. libram dimidiam. 
: M m 3, EN Ceruſfam 


"oY | Appendix. . 
Ceruſſam acetatem, in pulverem tritam, 
cu aliqua olei parte contere; deinde eam 
ceræ, cum oleo reliqu. lquifacte, adde. 


Miſturam agita donec e . 
lo. 29. Linimentum cerg. Pharm. Lond. 2 
[ha e- ceti P. uncias ens, 
222 be 5a * . libram” gnam,  : 


. 3, 5 vl 


X S @& 
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Lento igne Aiquifß ga aſſidue agriter ue 
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5 TT RF, 0 Rr 


SG Aagita, donec papa. i vt 70 20 
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i ram, a nam; 
Ceræ albe P. uncias duas; . 
„„ f Lapidis calaminaris præparati, P. 


Olei olivarum M. lt 
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Mn F Maftrum. Iythargyri, vulgo, En- 
1 5 Plaſtrun commune, Pharm. Edin. 


* partem unam; 
dDlei olivarum partes duas. 


Adjecta aqua, coque, aſſidue agirans, do- 
3 nec oleum et lyt 
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ſolving aerated” barytes in muriatic acid. 


diſtinguiſh” them, I think it better, in a 
point of ſuch importance, to refer to a. 


bary tes are found to contain conſider- 


= by Doctor Adair Crawford of London, . 
and is inserted in the ſecond volume of 
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This CO BETA is obtained 5 dic. > 


„ 


The procels | is not difficult, and I meant 
to have given a form of it; but as this 
article has never till of late been uſed as 
2 medicine, as ſome varieties of i the terra 
ponderoſa have lately been diſcovered, 


and as it requires ſome diſcernment to 


more particular account of it than could = 
be inſerted in this place. This is che 
more neceſſary, as the medicine, even in 
its pureſt ſtate, is of a nature that re- 
quires to be uſed with much caution; 


and particularly as many ſpecimens of 


able ee of lead, ee and ar- 
ſenic. „ 
The dingt to > which 1 Alg is writ- 


Medi cal Comn muni — Doctor Craw- | 


7 + t 
E 
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ford, beſides giving an accurate detail 
of the effects of this medicine in ſcro- 


phula and cancer, gives directions for de- 


tecting the admixture of other ſubſtances, 
and for regulating the doſes. The doſe 
ſhould at firſt be very ſmall, not more 
than ſeven or eight drops for an adult, 
and two or three for children of eight or 


ten years. I have found, however, when 


increaſed in a gradual manner that thirty 


drops may be given to an adult, and re- 


peated two or three times a-day; but as 
Doctor Crawford very properly obſerves, 


the quantity ſhould not be farther aug- 
mented after it begins to excite nauſea 


or any diſagreeable ſymptom. I even 


think, that in ſuch circumſtances it ſhould 
for a few days be omitted, and the doſe 
leſſened on being again entered upon.. In 


the trials that I have made with it, no 
harm has ever been done by it, while in 
many caſes of obſtinate ſores, proceeding 


from ſcrophula, as well as from other 
cauſes, it has evidently proved uſeful, 
Since I had occaſion to mention this re- 
12 73 „ am medy 


| Appendix, . a 


medy i ina Sober edition of this work, I 


have given it in upwards of three hun- 
dred caſes ; frequently in ſcrophula, ſome- 


times in cancer, and often in thoſe obſti- 
nate ſores which ſometimes remain after 


buboes, blotches, and other ſymptoms of 


Lues Venerea, even after a ſufficient quan- 


tity of mercury is given. In cancer, no 
advantage has ever enſued from it; but al- 
though both in ſcrophulous and DR. ſores, 
it has alſo in many inftances failed, yet 
in others the moſt obvious benefit has been 
derived from it. Sores have healed while 
the patient was uſing this medicine, which 
previouſly had reſiſted all other means of 
cure 3 and I may farther obſerve, that the 
more experience I have had of it the more 
I am pleaſed with it. Where no effect 
has been produced by it on the diſeaſe 
for which it was preſcribed it has ſeldom 


failed to excite appetite, and to improve 


the ſtrength and general health of the pa- 
tient. I therefore conſider it as an im- 
Perch addition to our l of tonics. 
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